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CHAP.  V,  ^ 


t>UBLIC  METHODS  OF  RAISING  MONEY  EXEMPLI- 
FIED, IN  NOTICES  RELATING  TO  LOtTfeRlfiS, 
BENEFIT   SOCIETIES,   &C. 

The  community  of  London  had  superior  ad^ 
vantages  an  hundred  years  past  in  the  State  Lot- 
teries, though,  if  interested  Office-ldilpers  could 
be  credited,  the  Londoners  of  the  present  Cen- 
tury enjoy  greater  gaming  privileges  than  the 
world  ever  yet  produced.  The  reader  shall  judge 
between  the  schemes  of  1709  and  1807.  The 
Post  Boy  of  December  27  says,  ^*  We  are  in* 
formed  that  the  Parliamentary  Lottery  will  be 
fixed  in  this  manner: — 150,000  tickets  will  be 
delivered  out  at  loL  ^ach  ticket,  making  in  all 
the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  sterling;  the  principal 
thereof  is  to  be  sunk,  the  Parliament  allowing 
nine  per  cent,  interest  for  the  whole  during  the 
tserm  of  32  years,  which  interest  is  to  be  divided 
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as  Follows:  3750  tickets  will  be  prizes  from 
lOOO/.  to  5/.  per  annum  during  the  said  32  years; 
all  the  other  tickets  will  be  blanks,  so  that  there 
will  be  39  of  these  to  one  prize,  but  then  each 
blank  ticket  will  be  entitled  to  fourteen  shillings 
a  year  for  the  term  of  32  years,  which  is  better 
than  an  annuity  for  life  at  ten  per  cent,  over  and 
above  the  chance  of  getting  a  prize.**  Such  was 
the  eagerness  of  the  publick  in  subscribing  to  the 
above  profitable  scheme,  that  Mercers-hall  \va» 
literally  crowded,  and  the  Clerks  were  found  in- 
competent to  receive  the  influx  of  names.  600,000/. 
was  subscribed  January  21;  and  on  the  28th  of 
February  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  was  completed. 

The  rage  for  Lotteries  reigned  uncontrouled  ; 
and  the  newspapers  of  the  day  teemed  witli  pro- 
posals issued  by  every  ravenous  adventurer  who 
could  collect  a  few  valuable  articles ;  and  from 
those  shopkeepers  took  the  hint,  and  goods  of 
every  description  were  converted  into  prizes,  evea 
neckcloths,  snuff-boxes,  toothpick-cases,  linen^j 
muslin,  and  plate.  The  prices  of  tickets  were 
generally  sixpence,  a  shilling,  half  a  crown,  &c. 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  just  mentioned,  the 
Magistrates,  being  alarmed,  declared  their  in- 
tention of  putting  the  Act  of  William  and  Mary 
in  force,  which  levied  a  penalty  of  500/.  on  the 
proprietor,  and  20/.  on  each  purchaser.  In  tlie. 
tenth  of  Queen  Anne  another  Act  was  passed  for 
suppressing  private  Lotteries,  which  was  followed 

by 


by  a  second  to  prevent  excessive  and  deceitful 
gaming. 

Matthew  West,  a  Goldsmith,  of  Clare-street> 
Clare-market,  appears  to  have  been  the  man  wha 
first  divided  Lottery-tickets  into  shares.  He  ad- 
vertised in  1712,  that  he  had  sold  100  tickets  in 
the  million  and  an  half  Lottery  in  twientieths, 
and  purposed  pursuing  his  plan,  which  was  well 
received. 

The  Lottery  for  17 14  contained  50,000  tickets 
at  10/.  each,  with  6982  prizes  and  43,01 8  blanks; 
two  of  the  former  were  10,000/.  with  one  of  5, 
another  of  4000/.  a  third  of  3000/.  and  a  fourth 
of  2000/.  five  of  1000/.  ten  of  500/.  twenty  of 
200/.  fifty  of  100/.  four  hundred  of  50/.  and  six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  of  20/. 

Besides  the  drawing  for  prizes  and  blanks^ 
there  was  another  for  the  course  of  pajrment,  and 
each  1000  tickets  was  called  a  course.  The  pay- 
ments to  the  receivers  were  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember and  10th  of  December  17 13.  When  the 
Tickets  were  drawn,  they  were  exchanged  for 
standing  orders,  and  thus  rendered  assignable  by 
endorsement;  all  the  blanks  were  repaid  the  10/. 
per  ticket  at  one  payment,  in  the  order  their 
course  of  payment  happened  to  fell,  and  they 
bore  an  interest  of  four  joer  cent,  from  Michaelmas 
17 13.  The  prizes  were  payable  in  the  same  man- 
ner :  the  first  drawn  ticket  had  500/. ;  the  last 
1000/.  besides  the  general  chance;  35,000/.  per 
annum  was  payable  weekly  from  the  Exchequer 
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to  the  Paymaster  for  the  discharge  of  the  prin-" 
cipal  and  interest,  and  the  whole  funds  of  the 
Civil  List  were  chargeable  for  tliirty-two  years  for 
3,5,000/.  per  annum. 

To  shew  the  difference  between  past  and  pre- 
sent methods,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  insert  a 
modem  scheme; 

*^  State  Lottery  begins  drawing  October  13^ 
l8o(>,  containing  more  Capital  Prizes,  and  5000 
less  Tickets,  than  last  Lottery.  The  first  drawn 
Ticket  entitled  to  10,000/. ;  all  other  Capital 
Prizes  are  afloat.  Purchasers  of  Tickets  and 
Shares  will  have  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  all 
the  Capital  Prizes,  provided  they  purchase  before 
the  drawing  commences.  The  Scheme  has  equal 
advantages  of  20,000/.  Prizes,  10,000/.  Prizes, 
5,000/.  Prizes,  &c.  &c.  to  former  Lotteries  of 
double  the  number  of  Tickets. 


No.  of  Prizes. 

Value  of  each; 

Total  Valne. 

3      of 

^.20,000 

are     ^.60,000 

3       - 

10,000 

-    -       30,000 

3 

5,000 

'    -        15,000 

5       - 

1,000 

-    -         5,000 

«       - 

«iOO 

-    -         4,000 

20 

100 

-    '         2,000 

40:         - 

50 

-    -         2,000 

4,100 

20 

-    -        82,000 

20,000  Tickets.  ^.200,000 

20,000  Tickets  only,  and  no  other  State  Lottery 
to  be  drawn  this  year.** 

BENEFIT 


BENEFIT  SOCIETIES,   &C. 

« 

The  first  mention  of  any  thing  of  this  kind.  I 
have  met  with  is  in  tlie  year  1708,  under  the 
name  of  tlie  ^'  Taylors*  Friendly  Society"  for  in- 
suring the  lives  of  Adults  and  Children  male  and 
female ;    which  was  held    at  the    Cross  Keys, 
Wych-street ;  and  the  Trustees  met  twice  in  each' 
mbnth,  when  1500  persons  had  subscribed  Ssl 
each,  including  policies,    stamps,  entrance,  and 
first  claim  ;  and  continued  their  payments  three 
years.     They  became  entitled  to  relief  in  case  of 
illness  or  poverty,  and  their  Executors  after  death 
to  200/.     Another  Society  was  connected  with  it, 
and  termed  the    ^'  Amicable  Society,"'  the  terms 
5^.  6d.  and  2s.  pei^  quarter ;  for  which  relief  was 
afiforded,   and  120/.  paid  at  the  decease  of  the 
Subscriber. 

Another,  called  "  The  Fortunate  OflSce,''  was 
intended  to  provide  marriage-portions  for  the 
Subscribers,  who  paid  2s.  per  quarter  for  their 
tickets. 

A  sort  of  Tontine  had  its  origin  in  1709  under 
the  name  of  "  The  Lucky  Seventy,  or  the  longest 
livers  take  all.*'  It  was  declared  to  issue  out  of 
the  Annuities  granted  or  to  be  granted  by  Parlia* 
ment  for  the  term  of  99  years ;  the  sum  sub- 
scribed 10/.  or  as  many  tens  as  the  Subscriber 
chose.    The  income  was  immediate,    tax  free, 
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and  payable  half-yearly  during  the  lives  of  their 
respective  nominees.  The  oflSce  was  held  at  Ha- 
berdashers HalL 

An  office  was  opened  in  Theobald-road,  1 7 1 0, 
which,  if  really  answerable  to  the  statement  an-* 
noimcing  it,  promised  great  benefit  to  the  lower 
classes  of  the  community ;  and  was  highly  ho-r 
nourable  to  the  dignified  Clergy,  eminent  Phy-^ 
sicians.  Surgeons,  and  Counsellors  at  Law,  who 
founded  and  supported  it.  Those  persons,  taking 
into  consideration  the  difficulty  the  poor  laboured 
under  of  procuring  medical  and  surgical  assistance 
and  legal  advice,  offered  to  afibrd  prescriptions 
and  opinions  for  one  shilling  on  delivering  a  case^ 
and  one  othei;  shilling  at  receiving  the  answer, 
which  payments  they  declared  would  be  applied 
only  to  the  actual  expences  of  the  office. 

The  success  of  these  schemes  sharpened  the  in-? 
yention  of  the  thrifty ;  and  immediately  almost 
every  street  in  London  abounded  with  Insurance 
offices,  where  policies  for  infants  three  months 
old  might  be  obtained  for  short  periods.  From 
those  they  diverged  into  other  ages  and  various 
descriptions  of  persons.  Their  reign,  however, 
appears  to  have  been  but  short ;  as  I  meet  with 
very  few  advertisements  of  the  kind  in  17 12* 
One  specimen  may  be  worth  preserving :  '^  By 
the  United  Friendly  and  Perpetual  Society,  at 
the  Naked  Boy,  the  corner  of  Battle-bridge,  in 
Tooley-str^t,  Southvyark,  on  Thursday  the  25th 
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instant,  will  be  opened  two  offices  on  Marriages 
for  three  months^  on  Claims  tjvo,  upon  Births 
for  two  months,  and  two  on  Servants  for  three 
months  on  dividends."  Another  will  verify  the 
**  Wisdom  of  Nations"  in  the  adage  of  "  Set  a 
Thief,  &c.:**  indeed,  the  Gentleman  writer  lets 
us  into  the  whole  secret  at  once. 

^^  From  the  antient  and  mast  reputable  sale  of 
Alphabetical  Letters  at  the  Golden  Ball  in  Whale^ 
bone-court,  Lothbury,  fronting  the  end  of  Bar* 
tholomew-lane :  Whereas  several  as  well  impu^ 
dent  as  ignorant  pretenders  have  of  late  erected 
offices  of  various  methods,  and  under  several  de* 
nominations,  proposing  such  prodigious  profits, 
in  making  so  many  several  returns  of  cent,  per 
cent,  for  each  principal  sum  paid  into  them,  that 
it  is  even  miracuDius  to  those  of  the  greatest  ca* 
pacities  in  these  undertakings  how  or  with  what 
assurance  they  could  ever  pretend  to  publish  the 
same ;  but  now  it  is  presumed  every  one  who  has 
any  concerns  in  matters  of  this  kind  are  tho- 
roughly sensible  of  the  dilBTerence  between  honest 
and  well-regulated  schemes  (as  this  is)  and  those 
chimerical  ones  which  are  only  set  up  on  purpose 
to  be  a  glittering  show  of  profit,  where  the  end 
feils  of  the  expectation.  The  failures  of  some  of 
this  kind,  and  the  probability  of  all  such  methods 
taking  the  same  course,  has  been  the  only  motive 
of  publishing  this;  the  proposer  hereof  not 
having  advertised  in  print  these  eight  months, 
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though  his  sale  has  been  of  nine  months  standing*, 
and  has  paid  for  re-bought  letters  to  his  sub-r 
scribers  out  of  the  same  upwards  of  2yj6ooL 
never  paying  less  than  double  for  all  money  paid 
in^  and  that  in  a  very  short  time.  Proposals  may 
be  had  gratis  at  the  Sale  aforesaid^  all  the  books 
being  now  open  for  subscriptions.  And  on 
Thursday  tlie  22d  instant  will  be  opened  a  sub- 
scription*book^  where  any  person  may  subscribe 
what  sum  he  or  they  please^  and  receive  tlie 
principal  and  profit  entire  in  tliree  months,  pro- 
posals of  whioh  will  be  delivered  out  the  same 
day.  This  book  is  of  the  same  nature  with  our 
other  books ;  only  in  this^  whatever  sum  is  sub- 
scribed must  be  paid  down  with  xstd.  for  each 
pound  entrance^  whereas  in  the  other  the  money 
18  paid  weekly,  which  is  a  great  trouble  to  those 
who  cannot  spare  so  miich  time." 

I  think  I  may  congratulate  my  fellow-citizens 
on  the  improvement  in  our  morals  after  their 
perusal  of  tlie  following  modest  production  \ 

"  Observe  well  this  Advertisement, 
Which  comes  from  the  old  and  original  Sale  of 
the  Queen's  picture  (Qm.  the  Guinea),  tlie  very 
next  house  to  the  George  Inn,  Coleman-street, 
London.  There  having  been  of  late  great  discourse 
about  offices,  and  I  cannot  hut  say  great  reason 
to  suspect  their  Iwnesty  (some  not  designing 
am/Jy  and  others  who  knew  not  how  to  be  honest, 
being  they  wanted  experience^    which  bijsines 
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requires  a  regular  method  to  be  observed,  oc« 
casions  me  to  satisfy  the  world  that  the  sale  of 
the  Queen's  picture  has  been  maintained  this, 
tliree  quarters  of  a  year,  the  payment  every  Sa- 
turday paid  honourably  and  justly,  which  thou* 
sands  can  testify,  and  which  is  a  plain  demon-: 
stration  of  its  continuance ;  good  payments  beings 
the  only  security  in  these  cases.  I  have  all  along 
acquainted  every  single  person  concerned  that  I* 
will  maintain  it  as  long  a>s  it  is  possible  to  be  pre-* 
served;  whenever  it  decays,  I  have  promised 
them  all  from  the  very  beginning  to  summon  all 
my  purchasers  together,  and  to  distribute  what 
is  left  among  them.  This  method  I  have  taken; 
and  I  defy  any  one  to  say  it  is  unjust^  and  I  will 
surely  perform  it.  Pray  take  good  notice  we  be- 
gin this  present  Thursday  to  enter  again,  and 
shall  continue  until  Saturday  the  7th  of  June. 
On  that  day  we  shall  also  pay  above  500/." 

One  of  the  schemes  which  preceded  the  Bubbles 
of  1720  was  an  Insurance-office  for  Lottery- 
tickets,  opened  at  Mercers'-hall ;  and  120,000/. 
was  actually  subscribed  on  the  following  terms : 
for  every  ninety-six  tickets  insured  the  proprietors 
agi-eed  to  allow  to  the  Company  (after  the  tickets 
were  drawn)  l6s.  per  ticket,  and  5  P^^  cent,  on 
such  prizes  as  occurred  to  the  ninety-six  tickets, 
the  Company  returning  the  tickets,  and  in  case 
the  prizes  did  not  amount  to  288/.  valuing  the 
prizes  at  par ;    the  Company  to  make  up  the 
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aioney  3/.  for  every  ticket.  For  every  forty-* 
eight  tickets  the  proprietors  agreed  to  allow  19c. 
per  ticket,  and  5  per  cent,  on^  the  prizes  as 
above;  the  Company  making  up  the  tickets  144^1 
or  3/.  per  ticket,  and  so  on  down  to  twelve 
tickets.  The  projHietors  of  the  tickets  to  advance 
no  money  for  this  security ;  but,  when  drawn, 
to  allow  as  above;  the  tickets  to  be  deposited 
with  the  Company,  and  placed  by  them  under 
seal  in  the  Bank  of  England ;  if  not  called  for  in 
nineQr  days  after  the  drawing,  to  be  forfeited. 

We  have  at  length  reduced  these  schemes  to  a 
fiew  honourable  Insuranceoffices  for  Lives  and 
Property;  and  Benefit  Societies  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Lq^lature. 
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THE  RELIGIOUS  AND  POLITICAL  PASSIONS  OF  THB 
.     COMMUNITV   ILLUSTRATED    BY     ANECDOTES    OF 
POPULAR  TUMULTS. 

Tu£  first  violent  efiervescence  of  party  after 
the  year  I.700  originated  from  the  intemperance 
of  certaifi  Sectaries,  who  omitted  no  o{^rtmuly 
qf  att9cki|ig  the  Established  Church ;  one  of  the 
pieiQ^rs  of  wluch^  Sacheverell^  equally  intem- 
perate, contrived  to  raise  the  Demcm  of  Discord 
throughout  the  Nation  by  Sermons  calculated  to 
make  aU  good  Churchmen  detest  him.  In  these 
half  religioi^s,  half  political  contests^  the  po- 
pulace uniformly  arrange  themselves  on  the  side 
of  Liberty; — that  Liberty  which  prompts  them  to 
assume  the  reins  of  Justice,  and  to  dispense  it  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  shallow  judgments ; 
but  their  whips  are  firebrands,  and  indiscriminate 
destructioja  is  substituted  for  the  tenxwrs  of  the 

Law; 


Law;  ^Aeir  Culprits  are  seized  at  the  instigation 
of  some  infamous  leader,  and  punishment  is  in- 
flicted  before  passion  subsides.     While  Sache- 

• 

verelPs  trial  was  depending  in  Ijog-io,  the 
many-headed  monster  of  this  monstrous  Metro- 
polis thought  proper  to  pronounce  sentence  on 
the  harmless  wainscot,  pews,  and  other  wood- 
work of  Mr*  Burgess's  Meeting,  near  Lincoln's- 
inn-fields,  whither  they  were  conveyed  and  burnt. 
When  this  wicked  exploit  was  accomplished,  and 
they  had  contrived  to  kill  a  young  man  in  their 
undistinguishing  fury,  they  proceeded  to  Fetter 
arid  Leather  lanes,  and  several  other  places  in 
which  Meetings  were  situated ;  and  would  pro- 
bably have  committed  incredible  mischief,  had 
not  the  Queen's  guards  dispersed  them,  and  seized 
several  of  the  ringleaders ;  one  of  whom  was  tried 
and  condemned,  but  afterwards  reprieved.  Some 
of  those  infatuated  men  stopped  coaches  in  the 
streeU^,  to  demand  money  of  the  passengers,  to 
drink  Sachevereirs  health ;  which  occasioned  an 
official  communication  from  the  Queen  to  the 
Lord  Mayor.  Her  Majesty  declared  her  know- 
ledge of  the  riots,  bonfires,  illuminations,  the 
assaults  and  stoppage  of  coaches  to  demand 
money,  in  opposition  to  her  Proclamation,  and 
in  contempt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  High  Court 
of  Parliament ;  and  that  she  was  credibly  in» 
formed  that  great  part  of  those  lawless  proceedings 
were  committed  through  the  culpable  inactivity  of 
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the  Magistracy}  at  which  she  expressed  great 
displeasure;  and  conchided  by  charging  the 
Mayor  and  City  Officers,  at  their  peril,  to  appre- 
^nd  all  persons  exciting  tumults  and  hawking 
seditious  papers  through  the  streets  for  sale.  To 
the  above  letter  the  Corporation  addressed  an 
humble  answer,  observing  that  the  insolent  at- 
tacks on  the  Constitution  and  Her  Majesty^s  Pre- 
rogative, by  the  publication  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets intended  to  infuse  Republican  tenets  in  the 
minds  of  her  subjects,  had  roused  them  to  a  con- 
sideration of  their  fatal  tendency ;  they  therefore 
declared  their  detestation  of  such  doctrines,  their 
determination  to  support  the  Protestant  suc- 
cessioU)  and,  in  obedience  to  her  commands,  to 
suppress  all  riotous  assemblies,  and  to  oppose 
with  undaunted  vigour  all  attempts  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  her  reign,  or  the  serenity  of  her  Royal 
mind,  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Queen  addressed  a  similar  complaint  to 
the  Magistrates  of  Middlesex ;  and  received  as- 
surances of  support  from  them,  those  of  West- 
minster, and  the  Lieutenancy  of  London. 

After  these  professions  of  prevention,  riots 
occurred  on  the  14th  of  October,  17 10,  with  the 
watch-word  of  "  Sacheverell  and  High  Church ;'' 
and  the  mob  beat  off  the  Constables  with  brands 
from  the  numerous  bonfires  they  had  lighted. 

The  month  of  November  teemed  witli  the  seeds 
of  riot ;   but  the  vigilance  of  Government  was 

then 
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then  excited^  and  secret  means  employed  to  dis- 
cover those  preparatives  by  which  the  iliob  were 
to  be  set  in  motion.  Some  of  the  emissaries  em« 
ployed  on  this  occasion  gave  information  that  u 
house  near  Drury-lane  contained  certain  effigies^ 
intended  to  represent  the  Pope,  the  Pretender^ 
and  the  IXsvil;  this  trio  were  accompanied  hy 
four  Cardinals,  four  Jesuits,  and  four  Monks^ 
who  were  to  have  been  exhibited  in  due  state  on 
the  evening  of  November  17,  the  anniversary  of 
Queen  £hzabeth*s  accession,  and  then  burnt, '  in 
testimony  of  the  abhorrence  entertained  against 
the  Head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  his  engine 
for  establishing  it  again  in  England,  and  his 
Majesty  of  the  Infernal  regions,  together  with  the 
inferior  instruments  of  the  dissemination  of  his 
doctrines.  Thus  informed.  Government  preferred 
opposing  such  public  support  of  tfieir  cause,  and 
wisely  intimated  by  their  conduct  that  they  were 
willing  to  rest  it  on  the  conscience  of  each  indi- 
vidual of  the  community,  rather  than  terrify 
wavering  Protestants  into  their  measures :  in  con* 
sequence,  they  issued  orders  to  seize  the  figures ; 
which  being  promptly  obeyed,  the  Messengers 
and  guards  conveyed  them  in  safety  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth's  office,  by  whose  means  the  sentence 
of  the  mob  was  probably  more  privately  per- 
formed, and  the  evening  passed  away  without  anjr 
particular  occurrence.  This  event  was  eagerly 
seized  upon  by  the  partizans  of  the  day ;  those  of 
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Government  discovering  in  it  the  stamina  of  a 
thousand  horrors  intended  to  involve  the  Roman 
CathoHcks  and  the  Established  Church  in  one 
grand  ruin ;  those  of  the  Antimonarchical  side 
deeming  the  intended  procession  a  mere  common 
occurrence,  occasionally  resorted  to  by  the  po- 
pulace with  the  best  motives.  By  us,  who  have 
known  the  infernal  proceedings  accompanying  the 
cry  of  *^  No  Popery/  riots  of  any  kind  must  be 
dreaded ;  and  we  cannot  but  approve  the  vigilance 
of  the  then  Government  in  terminating  the  ex- 
istence of  an  expiring  habit,  whose  vigorous 
movements  were  marked  in  the  following  dis- 
gusting "  Account  of  the  burning  the  Pope  at 
Temple-bar  in  London,  the  17th  of  November 
1679 ;"  an  account  that  compels  us  to  hail  with 
ten-fold  reverence  the  auspicious  Revolution  of 
1688,  that  defined  the  boundaries  of  the  So- 
vereign's and  the  People's  right.  At  the  present 
period,  praised  be  HeaVen!  a  Jurj/  of  twelve 
men  would  make  the  instigators  of  such  a  pro- 
cession tremble :  and  every  Protestant  in  the  City 
would  fly  from  it  with  indignation ;  and  yet  witli 
all  our  modern  mildness  the  faith  in  question 
gains  no  proselytes: — a  memorable  memento  of 
the  liberality  of  the  age  * ! 

*  The  liberality  of  sentiment  which  I  ever  have  and 
ever  shall  entertain  towards  Christians  of  every  deno* 
naiaation,  has  induced  me  to  reprobate  all  acts  of  vio^ 
lence  committed  by  them  under  the  mask  of  RQligioiu 
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*'  Upon  the  lytli  of  November  tlie  bells  b^;aii 
to  ring  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  the 
City  of  LfOndon;  and  several  honourable  and 
worthy  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  Temple  as 
well  as  the  City,  (remembering  the  burning  both 
of  London  and  the  Temple^  which  was  appa-< 
rently  executed  by  Popish  villainy*)  were  pleased 
to  be  at  the  charge  of  an  extraordinary  triumph^ 
in  commemoration  of  that  blessed  Protestant 
Queen^  which  was  as  follows :  In  the  evening  of 
the  said  day^  all  things  being  prepared^  the  so-^ 
lemn  procession  began  from  Moorgate,  and  so  to  , 
Bishopsgate-street^  and  down  Hounsditch  to  Ald^ 
gate,  through  Leadenhall-street,  Comhill,  by  the 
Royal  Exchange,  through  Cheapside,  to  Temple* 
'  bar,  in  order  following. 

t^assages  of  my  former  publications  similar  to  the 
above  have  induced  certain  narrow-minded  men  to  as- 
sert that  I  am  a  Rmnan  Catholic.  Were  that  the  fact, 
I  fancy  some  other  articles  written  by  me  might  be 
pointed  out,  which  would  obtain  for  me  pretty  severe 
penance  from  my  Confessor.  Good  criticks,  be  as« 
sured  I  was  baptized,  and  have  ever  been,  an  unworthy 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  am  actually 
a  descendant  of  Cranmer,  who  died  to  establish  that 
faith. 

♦  This  subject  may  be  allowed  to  be  familiar  to  me, 
and  I  have  perhaps  had  more  than  common  means  of 
judging ;  and  I  now  declare  it  to  be  my  full  and  decided 
opinion  that  London  was  burnt  by  Government,  toan- 
nihilaie  the  plague^  which  was  grafted  in  every  crevice 
of  the  hateful  old  houses  composing  it 
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1st.  Marched  six  whifflers,  in  pioneers*  caps 
and  red  waistcoats. 

2.  A  bellman^  ringing  his  bell,  and  with  a 
dolesome  voice  crying  all  the  way  *^  Remember 
Justice  Godfrey.** 

3-  A  dead  body,  representing  Justice  Godfrey 
in  the  habit  he  usually  wore,  and  the  cravat 
wherewith  he  was  murdered  about  his  neck,  with 
spots  of  hlooci  on  his  wrists,  breast,  and  shirt, 
and  white  gloves  on  his  hands,  his  face  pale  and 
wan,  riding  upon  a  white  horse,  and  one  of  his 
murderers  behind  him  to  keep  him  from  falling, 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  was  carried  to  Prim- 
rose-hill. 

4.  A  Priest  came  next,  in  a  surplice  and  a  cope 
embroidered  with  dead  merCs  sculls  and  bones 

.^and  sheletonSy  who  gave  out  pardons  very  pleti- 
tifblly  to  all  that  would  murder  Protestants,  and 
proclaiming  it  meritorious. 

5.  A  Priest  alone,  with  a  large  silver  cross. 

6.  Four  Carmelite  Friars,  in  white  and  black 
habits. 

7.  Four  Grey  Friars,  in  their  proper  habits. 

8.  Six  Jesuits,  carrying  bloody  daggers. 

9.  Four  wind-musick,  called  the  waits,  playing 
all  the  way. 

10.  Pour  Bishops,  in  purple,  with  lawn  sleeves, 
and  golden  crosses  on  their  breasts,  and  crosiefs 

in  their  hands. 

11.  Four  other' BiBhbps,  in  their  ;?on^i/?c(«ft'fow,  - 
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with  surplices  and  rich-embroidered  copes,  and 
golden  niitres  on  their  heads. 

1 2.  Six  Cardinals,  in  scai'let  robes  and  caps. 

13.  Then  followed  the  Pope's  chief  Physician, 
with  Jesuits  powder  in  one  hand  and  an  urinal  in 
the  other. 

14.  Two  Priests  in  surplices,  with  two  golden 
crosses. 

Lastly,  the  Pope,  in  a  glorious  pageant  or  chair 
of  state,  coi-ered  with  scarlet ;  the  chair  being 
richly  embroidered  and  bedecked  with  golden 
balls  and  crosses.  At  his  feet  was  a  cushion  of 
state ;  and  two  boys  sat  on  each  side  the  Pope  m 
surplices,  with  white  silk  banners  painted  with 
red  crosses  and  blootlj/  consecrated  itdggers  for 
murdering  Protestant  kings  and  princes,  with  an 
incense-pot  before  tlieui  censing  Ids  HoUiies:»« 
The  Po|X>  was  arrayeil  in  a  rich  scarlet  gown  lined 
thruuiH^  with  ermines  and  adorned  with  S!o\d  and 
sih'er  lace>  with  a  triple-crown  on  his  head,  and 
a  glori<ms  i\)llar  of  gv>Id  and  piecious  stones  about 
his  nei^k.  and  St.  Peter  s  ke\-s>  a  great  quantttv  of 
bea^K  .4^nms  DtrtSy  and  other  Catholic  titimperv 
about  hinu  At  hi>  biK4:  stood  the  Dtnty  his 
lloliness's  privy-cvHku:<eU  hugginif  and  whi^mng 
luu\  atl  the  wuy«  and  often  instructno^  him  aloiMi 
to  destroy  his  \I;ig«stT>  to  contriw  a  pvetemkti 
Pre$byteri;m  plot^  and  to  fire  tbe  City  a^^aia ;  t? 
which  purpo^  he  heki  an  tQSnmal  torch  in  hs 
hand.     The  whole  ptocessna  was  attended  with 
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1  ^0  torches  atad  flambeaus  by  order ;  but  there 
were  so  many  came  in  volunteers  as  made  the 
number  to  be  several  thousands.  Never  were  the 
balconies,  windows,  and  houses  more  filled,  nor 
the  streets  more  thronged,  with  multitudes  of 
people,  all  expressing  their  abhorrence  of  Popery 
with  continual  shouts  and  acclamations;  so  that 
in  the  whole  progress  of  their  procession  by  a 
modest  computation  it  is  judged  there  could  be 
no  less  than  200,000  spectators. 

"Thus  with  a  slow  and  solemn  state  in  some 
hours  they  arrived  at  Temple-bar,  where  all  the 
houses  seemed  to  be  converted  into  heaps  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  were  diverted  with 
variety  of  excellent  fire-works.  It  is  known  that 
Temple-bar  since  its  rebuilding  is  adorned  with 
four  stately  statues  of  Stone,  two  on  each  side  the 
Gate ;  those  towards  the  City  representing  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  King  James,  and  the  other  two 
towards  the  Strand  King  Charles  I.  and  King 
Charles  II. :  now,  in  regard  of  the  day,  the  statue 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  was  adorned  with  a  crown  of 
gilded  laurel  on  her  head,  and  in  her  hand  a 
golden  shield  with  this  motto  inscribed  thereon^ 
"  The  Protestant  Religion,  Magna  Charta.*'  Se- 
veral lighted  torches  were  placed  before  her,  and 
the  Pope  brought  up  near  the  gate. 

*^  Having  entertained  the  thronging  spectators 
for  some  time  with  ingenious  fire-works,  a  very 
great  bonfire  was  prepared  at  the  Inner  Temple^ 
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gate ;  and  his  Holiness^  after  some  complimeuts 
and  reluctances,  was  decently  tumbled  into  the 
flames;  the  Devil  who  till  then  accompanied 
him  left  him  in  the  lurch,  and,  laughing,  gave 
him  up  to  his  deserved  fate.  This  last  act  of  his 
Holines$*s  tragedy  was  attended  with  a  prodigious 
shout  of  the  joyful  spectators.  The  same  evening 
there  were  bonfires  in  most  streets  of  London^ 
and  universal  acclamations,  crying,  "Let  Popery 
perish,  and  Papists  witli  their  plots  and  counter- 
plots be  for  ever  confounded.     Amen.'' 

Protestant  Poj^fboi/ J  A^ov.  20y  l/ll.- 
The  brutal  ferocity  of  the  scenes  just  described 
appeared  in  a  more  matured  state  in  the  acts  of  an 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  populace  in  171:^:  in- 
ikicdy  had  their  numbers  or  their  courage  equalled 
the  fiend-like  qualities  of  their  souls,  the  conse- 
quences must  have  been  (Ireadful  to  the  publick. 
Fortunately,  however,  there  were  but  fifty  JWb- 
liawhs,  and  their  cowardice  made  them  sui  easy 
prey  to  justice ;  but  not  before  they  had  com* 
mitted  the  most  uuheard-uf  excesses,  of  which 
the  wounds  they  inflicted  \vith  their  swords  on 
the  peaceable  passenger  of  the  streets  at  night 
were  the  least.  They  treated  women  in  a  manner 
too  brutal  for  a  man  of  the  least  spirit  to  repoat, 
and  their  exploits  were  marked  in  every  other 
respect  with  the  violation  of  decency ;  Modesty 
and  Innocence  became  their  victims.  Impudence 
and  Lasciviousness  they  patronized  and  protected. 
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The  Queen  issued  a  Proclamation  on  this  hatefol 
occasion  pregnant  with  just  resentment,  and  of- 
fered a  reward  of  lool.  for  the  apprehension  of 
any  of  the  offenders.  The  Gazette  of  March  l8, 
1711,  mentions  that  Sir  William  Thomas,  Bart, 
had  been  apprehended  (who  was  accompanied  by 
two  men  then  unknown)  for  assaulting  a  gentle- 
man in  St.  James's  Park  between  nine  and  ten  at 
night  on  the  1 5th,  and  calls  on  the  injured  person 
to  appear  in  evidence  before  the  Secretary  of 
State:  but  whether  the  charge  applies  to  the 
above  outrages  is  not  discoverable  from  tfie  notice. 
April  19  following  the  Gazette  mentions  seven 
men  and  seven  women  who  had  been  assaulted. 

At  the  Quarterly  Sessions  of  that  period^the 
Justices  had  received  orders  to  put  the  law  in 
force  against  Vice  and  Immorality ;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Covent-garden,  complaining  of  the  indecency 
and  riots  of  the  loose  women  and  their  male  fol- 
lowers in  the  vicinity  of  the  Theatre,  they  issued  . 
warrants  for  their  apprehension.  The  execution 
of  those  were  violently  opposed ;  and  the  Justices 
were  compelled  to  state  to  the  Privy  Cbuncil  and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Middlesex,  that  the  Con- 
stables were  dreadfully  maiqaed,  and  one  mor- 
tally wounded  by  Ruffians  aided  by  40  Soldiers 
of  the  guards,  who  entered  into  a  combination  to 
protect  the  women. 

In  May,    Lord  Inchinbroke,   Sir  Mark  Cole, 
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and  some  others^  were  found  guilty  on  the  charge 
of  being  principals  in  some  or  other  of  the  above 
vile  proceedings.  After  having  compUmented 
(Government  on  the  propriety  of  preventing  the 
populace  from  publicly  burning  effigies,  it  would 
be  injustice  to  the  latter  not  to  acknowledge  they 
might  have  pleaded  high  authority  for  doing  it. 
On  the  5th  of  November  1712,  the  Queen*s 
guards  made  a  bonfire  before  the  gates  of  St. 
James's  Palace ;  into  which  the  Pretender's  effigy 
was  thrown  and  shot  at.  Such  is  Human  Nature! 
The  Lord  Mayor  appears,  however,  to  have  done 
his  du^,  by  requesting  his  fellow  citizens  to 
keep  at  home  on  the  night  of  the  anniye^-sary  of 
Elizabeth's  accession. 

One  of  the  oddest  occurrences  I  have  yet  met 
with  under  this  head  was  a  political  contest  be- 
tween the  Whig  and  Tory  Footmen,  who  served 
the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  These 
worthy  patriots  had  inviolably  observed  a  custom, 
for  many  years  previous  to  I715,  of  imitating 
their  masters  in  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  mo- 
destly ccmceiving  themselves  a  deliberative  body. 
Now,  as  the  parties  happened  at  this  period  to  be 
nearly  balanced,  much  animosity  naturally  en- 
sued; and,  not  possessing  the  forbearance  of  their 
superiors,  they  had  recourse  to  active  hostilities;, 
and  severely  beat  each  other,  till  the  rising  of  the 
House  compelled  them  to  desist;  but,  on  the  fol-r 
lowing  Monday,  the  battle  was  renewed,  ancj  the 
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Tories  having  gained  the  day  by  dint  of  blows, 
they  cafried  their  Speaker  three  times  round 
Westminster-hall,  and  then,  in  pursuance  of  an-  ^ 
tient  usage,  they  adjourned  to  a  good  dinner  at 
an  adjacent  alehouse,  and  to  expend  their  crown 
each  in  toasting  their  success. 

The  accession  of  George  I.  was  celebrated^  in 
the  month  of  July  of  the  same  year,  in  the  cus* 
tomary  manner  by  the  peaceable  part  of  the  com* 
munity ;  but  the  more  violent  assembled,  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundreds,  at  the  Roebuck 
Tavern,  Cheapside,  where  they  burnt  the  effigies 
of  the  Pretender  habited  in  mourning  before  the 
door,  accompanied  by  a  peal  from  Bow  bells ; 
and  the  populace  were  plentifully  supplied  with 
liquor.  The  same  personil^  joined  by  many 
young  men  and  apprentices,  busily  employed 
themselves  between  the  above  date  and  October  22, 
the  anniversary  of  the  King's  coronation,  in  pre- 
paring the  effigies  of  the  old  Triumvirate  for  the 
same  fate ;  but  the  Jacobin  inter^st^  then  in  (nil 
effervescence,  contrived  to  drop  printed  bills,  and 
to  insinuate  that  those  loyal  persons  meant  to 
burn  the  effigies  of  the  late  Queen  and  Dr.  Sa- 
cheverell.  To  repel  such  ideas,  the  Loyal  Society 
deputed  their  Stewards  to  the  Lord  Mayor  with  a 
relation  of  their  real  intention,  who  forbid  a  pro- 
cession, but  permitted  them  to  consume  the 
effigies  where  they  pleased.  Thus  privileged, 
they  adorned  their  hats  with  cockades  of  white 
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And  orange,  and  tallied  fiwtfa  widi  efligies  of  the 
P<^e,  the  Preteoder,  dieEariof  Man,  tfieDoke 
of  Onnondy  and  Lord  BolingbnAe,  accompanied 
hy  link-bearers,  and  preci|Htated  them  into  a  fiie 
near  Bow-chorch.  Hence  dicy  went  to  Lino^V 
Inn-fields,  and  assisted  at  the  hateful  orgies  oC 
the  same  descripdon  ordered  by  the  foolish  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  whose  power  ought  to  have  been 
fsxerted  in  a  £0*  di&rent  way,  as  the  sequ^  will 
shew.  The  Jacolutes,  full  of  nge  and  disap- 
pointment, trod  on  their  kibes,  but  were  afiraid 
to  commit  <^)en  violence.  These  processions  and 
humings  were  repeated  again  on  Kii^  William's 
anniversary,  and  on  the  5th  of  November ;  and, 
had  the  subject  been  less  serious,  the  exhibitioa 
of  .the  warming-pan  and  sucking  bottle  might 
have  excited  a  smile.  Some  slight  opposition 
curred  on  these  evenings ;  but  the  LoN^al 
of  the  Roebuck  routed  the  Jacobites  on  all  sides. 
The  day  of  the  inauguration  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
November  1 7,  shews  the  folly  and  wickedness  of 
sufl^riog  the  populace  to  exercise  their  brutal  ce- 
lebrations uncontrouled.  The  Loyal  Society  met 
at  their  usual  rendezvous  in  Cheapside,  whence 
tiiey  sent  a  deputaticm  to  examine  a  house  near 
Alder^te,  where  certain  efhgies  were  j^aced 
under  the  guard  of  a  man  with  a  hanger,  said  to 
be  those  of  Cromwell,  Ireton,  Bradshaw,  and 
Dr.  Burnet,  which  the  Jacobites  intended  to  bum 
that  evening.     However,  upon  viewing  the  harmr 
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less  figures,  tiiey  were  feund  to  be  die  tepre* 
sentatives^cif  Geoi^  I.  King  William,  Marlbo^ 
rough,  Newcastle,  and  Dr.  Burnet.  The  De» 
puties  immediately  seized  them,  and  proceeded 
without  opposition  anH  no  little  triumph  to  the 
Roebuck.  At  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  diouts  of 
High  Church  and  Ormond,  &c.  &c.  announced 
the  approach  of »  the  Pretender's  friends,  who 
poured  into  Cheapside  from  the  neighbouring 
streets,  proclaiming  their  intention  of  tearing  the 
house  to  pieces.  The  attack  commenced  with, 
stones  and  bricks,  which  soon  demolished  the 
windows ;  they  then  prepared  for  the  assault ; 
but  the  Loyal  Society,  thinking  to  terrify  them, 
fired  with  powder  only.  The  Jacobites,  per- 
ceiving they  had  sustained  no  injury,  renewed  the 
attack,  when  a  second  volley,  accompanied  by 
ball,  laid  two  of  them  dead  on  the  pavement,  and 
wounded  several  others.  Then  the  Mayor  made 
his  appearance  witli  the  posse  comitatits,  and  the 
Jacobites  fled.  Thus  the  Tragedy  proceeded 
scene  after  scene ;  and  in  which  way  were  either 
party  benefited  by  the  catastrophe  ?  Rioters  acting 
with  a  majority  are  like  the  officious  bear  who 
flattened  his  friend's  nose  in  order  to  kill  a  fly  that 
teased  him  ;  those  on  the  side  of  a  minority  can 
expect  nothing  but  disgrace  and  hanging :  a  well- 
ordered  government  should  therefore  suppress  the 
turbulence  of  both.  Another  attempt  was  sub* 
sequently  made  upon  the  Roebuck,  but  theTrained 

Bands 


26 


Bands  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  itsde* 
molition.  The  Coroner's  Jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  justifiable  homicide  on  the  two  bodies. 

During  the  rebellious  year  1716  there  were 
many  violations  of  public  decorum,  which,  if  not 
really  dangerous  to  lives  and  property,  were 
alarming  and  extremely  offensive  to  the  qoiet 
Citizens.  One  of  those  was  the  exploding  a  train 
of  powder  and  nauseous  combustibles  within 
Shower^s  Dissenting  Meeting  in  the  Old  Jewry  in 
liie  midst  of  an  evening  service.  The  sudden 
flash,  the  smoke,  and  suffocation,  put  the  au- 
dience into  a  most  violent  ferment ;  and  the  at- 
tempts on  all  sides  to  escape  occasioned  the  only 
injury  done  by  this  stupid  contrivance  of  a  mis- 
chievous partisan,  who  probably  congratulated 
himself  on  observing  broken  pews,  bruised  bodies, 
scattered  shoes,  wigs,  scarves,  and  watches;  a 
chaos  begun  and  ended  in  smoke. 

The  anniversary  celebrations  which  were  usu- 
ally accompanied  by  conviviality  and  pleasure 
seem  in  this  turbulent  year  to  have  been  autho- 
rised days  for  riot,  fighting,  and  disorder,  or 
stated  times  for  the  display  of  brutal  courage. 
Were  the  circumstances  iliore  congenial  to  huma- 
nity, many  instances  might  be  given.  The  verj- 
focus  of  those  mischiefs  were  the  various  mug^ 
houses,  as  they  were  politely  termed,  or  in  other 
words  Club-taverns.  ^JThat  of  Salisbury-court  was 
regularly   assaulted  in   July,    and  the  leader,  a 
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*  Bridewell  apprentice,  was  shot  by  the  Master  of 
the  House,  for  which  he  was  tried  and  acquitted; 
but  five  of  the  rioters  were  executed.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Roebuck  mug-house  carried  their  loy- 
alty into  the  street  on  the  first  of  August,  where 
they  had  an  enormous  bonfire^  and  a  table  near 
it^  when  fhey  drank  their  glasses  of  wine,  and 
pronounced  healths,  accompanied  by  the  brazen 
lungs  of  the  trumpet.  Several  of  those  gentlemen 
having  heard  that  the  Jacobites  held  rehgious 
meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  where  they 
prayed  for  their  lawful  King  without  naming  him, 
determined  to  distribute  some  of  their  numbers  in 
each,  and  when  the  proper  time  arrived  they  ex- 
claimed King  George  and  their  Royal  High- 
nesses, &c. :  to  which  others  added  Amen.  This 
expedient  served  to  confound  if  not  to  convince ; 
but  neither  lenity  nor  punishment  operated  with 
the  fiery  Jacobites,  who  dared  to  bury  two  of  the 
above  rioters  with  grand  funeral  honours  in  Sep- 
tember, and  would  have  made  a  procession  of 
young  persons  in  pairs  habited  as  mourners  to 
pass  every  mug-house  in  the  City,  had  not  the 
officers  of  the  Police  interfered  and  apprehended 
several. 

The  gentry  of  the  Roebuck  attracted  public 
notice  oij  the  King*s  return  from  one  of  his  ex- 
cursions to  Hanover,  by  a  fresh  exhibition  of  ob- 
noxious effigies,  which  they  had  prepared  some 
time  before,  and  shown  for  two-pence  each  per- 
son. 
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son.  Those  were  dragged  about  till  the  thoosand 
links  that  attended  them  were  almost  consumed, 
the  persons  who  rode  as  High||ind  prisoners  jaded^ 
and  the  Man  in  armour  who  represented  tb^ 
King's  champion  sufficiently  cooled  (for  it  was 
January,  good  reader),  when  they  halted  at* 
Charing-cross,  and  committed  the  inanimate  part 
of  the  procession  to  the  flames.  As  this  folly  was 
protected  by  three  files  of  soldiers,  the  Jacobites 
remained  perdu. 

The  months  of  May  and  June  1717  were  war- 
like periods  in  Westminster,  and  marked  by  fa- 
rious  battles  between  the  butchers  of  St.  Jameses 
market  and  the  footmen  and  valets  of  the  same 
courtly  City.  After  several  actions  the  footmen 
solicited  and  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  Bride- 
well-boys ;  to  balance  this  accession  of  strength, 
thefratemities  of  Westminster,  Clare,  and  Blooms- 
bury-markets  were  summoned,  and  joined  the 
St.  James's. 

The  Roebuck  Society  seem  to  have  been  ex- 
hausted by  their  exertions  in  the  latter  end  of 
1717,  and  determined  to  decline  active  hostility 
against  the  Jacobites ;  but  I  find  them  subse^ 
quently  roused,  and  the  assailants  in  a  pitched 
battle  and  siege  of  Newgate-market.  One  of  them 
describes  the  Society  in  the  following  lines — a  pa- 
raphrase from  Martial,  lib.  xiii.  Ep.  c. 

As  Deer  upon  the  rocks  where  Dogs  can't  go 

Look  down,  and  vex  the  noisy  pack  below. 

So 
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So  stands  our  Roebuck  far  above  the  spite 
Of  ilUooVd  curs  that  growl  but  cannot  bite ; 
And  if  they  yelp  against  our  Sun  at  noon, 
*Tis  but  like  puppies  barking  at  the  Moon.'* 
The  Nonjurors,  unwilling  to  resign  their  pre- 
tensions and  the  Pretender,  continued  their  secret 
pieetings*  Government,  however,  appears  to  have 
used  summary  measures  with  them.  Mr.  Hawes  s 
meeting  opposite  St.  James's  was  stormed  in  Oc- 
tober 1717  by  two  Justices,  two  of  the.Kin^f 
messengers,  and  a  guard  of  soldiers,  when  an 
hundred  persons  were  found  within,  to  whomtlie 
Justices  tendered  the  oaths ;  ive  accepted  themt 
but  the  rest  refused,  and  were  dismissed  after 
being  compelled  to  declare  their  nameis  and  ^re- 
sidences :  the  preacher  escaped.^  Dr.  Welton, 
the  ejected  or  Nonjuring  rector  of  St.  Mary's 
Whitechapel,  held  the  same  kind  of  assemblies 
at  his  house  in  Goodman's-tields,  which  was  vi* 
sited  in  tlie  same  manner;  but  the  Doctof  blink- 
ing proper  to  resist,  the  door  was  broken  open, 
and  about  200  persons  were  discovered,  all  of 
whom  except  40  refused  the  oaths.  The  Doctor 
not  only  rejected  the  oath,  but  acknowledged  he 
did  not  pray  for  the  Royal  family.  His  escapes 
for  a  long  ^ime  after  famished  matter  for  para« 
graphs  in  the  newspapers. 

The  year  1718  closed  with  a  faint  revival  of  dw 
turbulence  of  party.  In  this  instance  the  Bride« 
well-boys  acted  with  hai^idened   effrontery  and 
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violence  against  the  LoyaHsts.  This  period  pro- 
duced the  long-required  interference  of  the  Civil 
Power  to  prevent  the  Roebuck  processions ;  but 
this  happy  event  was  succeeded  by  the  unjusti- 
fiable conduct  of  the  Spital-fields  weavers,  who 
were  injured  by  the  too  common  use  of  foreign 
calicoes.  These  indiscreet  persons,  instead  of 
applying  for  redress  to  the  Legislature,  proceeded 
to  terrify  the  wearers  into  a  compliance  with  their 
wishes,  by  throwing  pernicious  liquids  on  the 
gowns  of  females,  and  tearing  them  from  their* 
backs  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  The  Police 
were  compelled  to  tnterfere ;  but  to  little  purpose^ 
till  they  were  fired  upon,  and  several  killed  and 
wounded,  and  others  committed  to  prison,  whence 
some  were  conveyed  corpses  through  the  raging 
of  a  Gaol  fever,  and  others  to  the  Pillory ;  but  it 
was  a  long  time  before  the  eflfervescence  was  al- 
layed, and  a  paper  war  exhausted. 

London  was  remarkably  quiet  from  the  above 
period  till  November  1/24;  but  that  year  pro- 
duced a  thief  that  seemed  calculated  to  perform 
successfully  every-  scheme  of  desperation.  •  He 
enjoyed  a  limited  sway,  and  during  the  time  he 
was  at  large  the  publick  were  in  constant  appre- 
hension. Sheppard  finished  his  career  at  Tyburn 
in  the  midst  of  an  incredible  number  of  speo 
tators ;  and  their  conduct  occasions  this  notice  of 
him.  The  Sheriflfs-oflScers,  aware  of  the  person 
they  had  to  contend  with,  thought  it  prudent  to 
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secure  his  hands  on  the  morning  of  execution. 
This  innovation  produced  the  most  violent  re* 
distance  on  Sheppard's  part;  and  the  operation  was 
performed  by   force.     They  then  proceeded  to 
search  him^  and  had  reason  to  applaud  their  vi- 
gilance^ for  he  had  contrived  to  conceal  a  pen- 
knife in  some  part  of  his  dress.     The  ceremony 
of  his  departure  from  our  world  passed  without 
disorder;  but,  the  instant  the  time  expired  for 
tlie  suspension  of  the  body,  an  undertaker,  who 
had  followed  by  his  friends'  desire  with  a  hearse 
and  attendants,    would  have  conveyed  it  to  St. 
Sepulchre's  cliurch-yard  for  interment;  but  the 
mob,    conceiving  that  Surgeons  had   employed 
this  unfortunate  man,  proceeded  to  demolish  the 
vehicle,    and  attack  the  sable  dependants,  who 
escaped  with  difficulty.     They  then  seized  the 
body,  and  in  the  brutal  manner  common  to  tliose 
wretches  beat  it  from  each  to  the  other  till  it  was 
covered  with    bruises   and  dirt,     and   till   they 
reached  Long-acre,  where  they  deposited  the  mi- 
serable   remains    at  a    public-house  called   the 
Barley-mow.      After  it  had  rested  there  a  few 
hours  the  populace  entered  into  an  enquiry  why 
they  had  contributed  their  assistance  in  bringing 
Sheppard  to  Long-acre;    when  they  discovered 
they  were  duped  by  a  bailifi^  who  was  actudly 
employed  by  the  Surgeons ;   and  that  they  had 
taken  the  corpse  from  a  person  really  intending  to 
bury  it.     The  elucidation  of  their  error  exas- 
perated 
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perated  them  almost  to  plirenty,  and  a  riot  im- 
mediately commenced,  which  threatened  the  most 
serious  consequences.  The  inhabitants  applied  to 
the  PoHce,  and  several  Magistrates  attending, 
they  were  immediately  convinced  the  civil  power 
was  insufficient  to  resist  the  torrent  of  malice 
ready  to  burst  forth  in  acts  of  violence,  ^They 
therefore  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wale^  and  the 
Savoy,  requesting  detachments  of  the  guards ; 
who  arriving,  the  ringleaders  were  secured,  the 
body  was  given  to  a  person,  a  friend  of  Sheppafd^ 
and  tlie  mob  dispersed  to  attend  it  to  the  grave  at 
St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  where  it  was  deposited 
in  an  elm  coffin,  at  ten  o'clock  the  same  nighty 
under  a  guard  of  Soldiers,  and  with  the  cew- 
monies  of  the  church. 

The  Weekly  Journal  of  November  21,  1734> 
gives  a  brief  abstract  of  Sheppard's  life,  publiMied 
at  the  time,  which  ma  v  amuse  the  reader. 

^  An  Abridgement  of  tlie  Life,  Robberies,  Es- 
capes, and  Death,  of  John  Sheppard,  who 
was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  Monday  the  l6th 
instant,  1724* 

"  The  celebrated  Jack  Sheppard,  whose  emi* 
nence  in  his  profession  rendered  him  the  object 
of  every  body's  curiosity,  having  made  his  exit  on 
Monday  last  at  Tyburn,  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
his  extraordinary  merits,  we  hope  a  short  sum- 
mary of  his  most  remarkable  performances^  befiore 

and 
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aiid  siace  his  repeated  escapes  out  of  Newgate^ 
together  with  his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, will  aot  be  a  disagreeable  entertainment 
to  our  readers. 

"  He  was  born  in  1701,  and  put  apprentice  by 
the  charitable  interposition  of   Mr.  Kneebone^ 
whom  he  afterwards  robbed^  to  one  Mr.  Owen 
Wood,  a  Carpenter,  in  Drury-lane.     Before  lus 
time  was  out  he  took  td  keep  company  witli  one 
Elizabeth  Lyon,  who  proved  jhis  ruin :  of  her  he 
gave  tills  character.    That  ^  there  is  not  a  moje 
wicked,    dieceitful,    lascivious   wretch  living    in 
England."    The  first  robbery  he  ever  committed 
was  of  two  silver  spoons  at  the  Rummer-tavern^ 
Charing-cross.       He  owned   several  other  rob- 
beries, particularly  that  ot  Mr.  Pargiter  in  Haxnp* 
8tead,  for  which  the  two  Brightwells  were  tiied 
4lid  acquitted ;  in  relation  to  which  he  often  saicjL 
jocosely,  ^  Little  1  was  that  large  lusty  mau  that 
}>Uicked  him  from  the  ditch,'  as  Pargiter  had  de- 
.posed  at  Brightweirs^rial.     ^e  was  long  comrade 
with  Blueskin,  lately  executed,  who,  according 
to  the  account  Sheppard  gave  of  him,   was  ^  a 
worthless  companion,  a  sorry  Uiief,  and  that  no- 
jt^iqg  but  his  attemj^  on  Jonathan  Wild  could 
have  made  him  taken  notice  of:'   aflierwards  h^ 
broke  out  of  St.  Giles's. r^und-house,  U;m>winga 
whole  load  of  bricks,  &c.  on  the  people  in  the  street 
wIk>  stood  looking  at  him,  and.ma^.-hifi  ^ci^. 
After  thifi  he  brolce  out  of  New  Prison ;  th^n  put  #f 
VOL.  II.  D  the 
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the  condemned  hold  in  Newgate ;  but  his  last  es- 
cape from  Newgate  having  made  the  greatest 
noise^  we  shall  insert  the  following  particulars. 

*^  Thursday,  October  the  15th,  just  before 
tiiree  in  the  afternoon,  he  went  to  work,  taking 
off  first  his  handcuffs ;  next  with  main  strength 
he  twisted  a  small  iron  link  of  the  chain  between 
his  legs  asunder ;  and  the  broken  pieces  proved 
extremely  useful  to  him  in  his  design ;  the  fet- 
locks he  drew  up  to  the  calves  of  his  legs,  taking 
off  before  that  his  stockings,  and  with  his-garters 
made  them  firm  to  his  body,  to  prevent  their 
shackling :  he  then  proceeded  to  make  a  hole  in 
the  chimney  o^  the  Castle  about  three  fiset  ^de^ 
and  six  feet  high  from  the  floor,  and  with  the 
help  of  the  broken  links  aforesaid,  wrenched  an 
iron  bar  out  of  the  chimney,  of  about  two  foot 
and  half  in  length,  and  an  inch  square ;  a  m0lt 
notable  implement.  He  immediately  entered  the 
Red  room,  which  is  directly  over  the  Castle,  and 
went  to  work  upon  the  nut  of  the  lock,  and  with 
little  difficulty  got  it  off,  and  made  the  door  fly 
before  him ;  in  this  room  he  found  a  large  nail, 
which  proved  of  great  use  in  his  farther  progress. 
•The  door  of  the  entry  between  the  Red  room  and 
the  Chapel  proved  an  hard  task,  it  being  a  labo- 
rious piece  of  work ;  for  here  he  was  forced  to 
break  away  the  wall,  and  dislodge  the  bolt  which 
was  fastened  on  the  other  side :  this  occasioned 
much  noise,  and  he  was  very  fearful  of   being 
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heard  by  the  master-side  debtors.     Being  got  to 
the  Chapel,  he  chmbed  over  the  iron  spikes,  witii 
ease  broke  one  of  them  off,  and  opened  the  door 
on  the  inside  :  the  door  going  out  of  the  Chapel 
to  the  leads,  he  stripped  the  nut  from  off  the  lock, 
and  then  got  into  the  entry  between  the  Chapel 
and  the  leads,  and  came  to  another  strong  door, 
which  being  fastened  by  a  very  strong  lock,  he 
had  like  to  have  stopped,  and  it  being  full  dark> 
his  spirits  began  to  fail  him,  as  greatly  doubting 
of  success ;  but  cheering  up,  he  wrought  on  with 
great  diligence,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour, 
with  the  main  help  of  the  nail  from  the  Red 
room,  and  the  spike  from  the  Chapel,  wrenched 
the  Box  off,  and  so  was  master  of  the  door.     A 
little  farther  in  his   passage  another  stout  door 
stood  in  his  way ;  and  this  was  a  difficulty  with  a 
witness;  being  guarded  with  more  bolts,  bars, 
and  locks,  than  any  he  ^  had  hitherto  met  with : 
thfe  chimes  at  St.  Sepulchre's  were  then  going  the 
eighth  hour :  he  went  first  upon  the  box  and  the 
nut,  but  found  it  labc^r  in  vain ;  he  then  pro-  ' 
ceeded  to  attack  the  fillet  of  the  door ;  this  suc- 
ceeded beyond  expectation,  for  the  box  of  the 
lock  coming  off  with  it  from  the  main  post,  he 
found  his  work  was  near  finished.     He  was  got 
to  a  door  opening  in  the  lower  leads,  which  being 
only  bolted  on  the  inside,  he  opened  it  with  ease^ 
and  then  clambered  from  the  top  of  it  to  the 
higher  leads,  and  went  over  the  wall.     He  saw 
the.  streets  were  lighted,  the  shops  being  still 
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epen,  and  therefore  began  to  consider  what  was 
necessary  to  be  further  done,  ile  found  he  must 
go  back  for  the  blanket  which  had  been  his  co- 
vering a-nights  in  the  Castle,  which  he  accoirl- 
ingly  did,  and  endeavoured  to  fasten  his  Mockings 
and  that  together,  to  lessen  his  descent,  but 
wanted  necessaries,  and  was  therefore  forced  to 
make  use  of  the  blanket  alone :  he  fixed  the  same 
with  the  Chapel  spike  into  the  wrfl  of  Newgiite, 
and  dropped  from  k  on  the  Tumer^s  leids,  a 
housfe  adjoinit^  tJie  prison;  it  was  theti  about 
i\ine  of  the  clock,  and  the  sho|is  n6t  yefc  shut  in. 
It  fortunately  happened,  that  the  garret  door  on 
the  lead^  was  open.  He  stole  softly  down  about 
Wo  pair  of  staii^,  and  theh  heard  company  triUng 
In  a  room,  the  door  being  open.  His  irons  'gave 
a  small  clink,  which  made  a  woman  cry^  Lord  I 
what'noiseis  that?'  A  man  replied,  ••Perhaps  thfe 
dog  or  cat  ;*  and  so  it  went  off.  He  returned  up 
to  the  garret,  and  laid  himself  down,  being  ter** 
ribly  fatigued ;  and  continued  there  for  about  two 
hours,  and  then  crept  down  once  more  to  the 
room  where  the  company  were,  and  heard  a  gen- 
tleman take  his  leave,  who  being  lighted  down 
stairs,  the  maid,  when  she  returned,  shut  the 
chamber  door :  he  then  resolved  at  all  hazards  to 
follow,  and  slip  down  stairs ;  he  was  instantly  in 
the  entry,  and  out  at  the  street-door,  and  once 
more  contrary  to  his  own  expectation,  and  that  of 
all  mankind,  a  free  man. 

He  passed  directly  by  St.  Sepulchre's  watch- 
house^ 
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house^  bidding  them  good-morrovr,  it  being  after 
twelve,  and  down  Snow-hill,  up  Holbom,  leaving 
St.  Andrew's  watch  on  his  left,  and  then  again 
passed  the  watch-hou^e  at  Holborn-bars,  and  made 
down  Gray's-Inn-lane  into  the  fields,  and  at  two 
in  the  morning  camfs  to  Tottenham-court,  where 
getting  into  an  old  house  in  the  fields,  he  laid  hini- 
self  down  to  rest,  and  slept  well  for  three  hours. 
His  legs  were  swelled  and  bruised  intolerably^  * 
which  gave  him  great  uneasiness ;  and  having  his 
fetters  still  on,  he  dreaded  the  approach  of  the 
day.  He  began  to  examine  his  pockets,  and  * 
found  himself  master  of  between  forty  and  fifty 
shillings.  It  raining  all  Friday,  he  kept  snug  in 
his  retreat  till  the  evening,  wlien  after  dark  he 
ventured  into  Tottenham,  and  ^ot  to  a  little  blind 
chandler's  shop,  and  there  furnished  himself  with' 
cheese^  bread,  small  beer,  and  other  necessaries^ 
hiding  his  ^^ns  with  a  great  coat.  He  asked  the 
woman  for  an  hammer,  but  there  was  none  to  be 
had ;  so  he  went  very  quietly  back  to  his  dormi- 
tory, and  rested  pretty  well  that  night,  and  con- 
tinued there  all  Saturday.,  At  night  he  w,ent 
again  to  the  chandler's  shop,  and  got  provisions^ 
and  slept  till  about  six  the  next  day,  which  being 
Sunday,  he  b^an  to  batter  the  basils  of  the  fet- 
ters in  order  to  beat  them  into  a  b.rge  oval,  and 
then  to  slip  his  heels  through.  In  the  afternoon 
the  master  of  the  shed,  or  house,  came  in,  and 
seeing  his  irons^  asked  him,  ^For  God's  sake, 
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^ho  are  you?'  He  told  him,  ^an  unfortunate 
young  man,  who  had  been  sent  to  Bridewell 
about  a  bastard-child,  and  not  being  able  to  give 
security  to  the  Parish,  had  made  his  escape/ 
The  man  replied,  *  If  that  was  the  case  it  was  a 
small  fault  indeed,  for  he  had  been  guilty  of  the 
same  things  himself  formerly,'  and  withal  said, 
f  However,  he  did  not  like  his  looks,  and  cared  not 

« 

how  soon  he  was  gone.' 

^*  After  he  was  gone,  observing  a  poor-looking 
man  like  a  Joiner,  he  made  up  to  him,  and  re- 
peated the  sapie  story,  assuring  him  that  twenty 
shillings  should  be  at  his  service,  if  he  could  fur- 
nish him  with  a  Smith's  hammer,  and  a  puncheon. 
The  man  proved  a  shoe-maker  by  trade,  but 
willing  to  obtain  the  reward,  immediately  bor- 
rowed the  tools  of  a  blacksmith  his  neighbour, 
and  likewi^  gave  him  great  assistance,  to  thar 
before  iive  that  evening  he  had  entirely  'got  rid  of 
his  fetters,  which  he  gave  to  the  fellow,  besides 
his  twenty  shillings. 

"  That  night  he  went  to  a  cellar  at  Charing- 
cross,  and  refreshed  very  comfortably,  where 
near  a  ^ozen  .people  were  all  discoursing  about 
Shepp^rd,  and  nothing  else  was  talked  on  whilst 
\ie  staid  amongst  them.  He  had  tied  an  hand- 
kerchief about  his  head,  tore  his  woollen  cap, 
coat,  and  stockings  in  many  places,  and  looked 
exactly  like  what  he  designed  to  represent,  a 
beggar-fellow ;  and  now  concluding  that  Blueskin 
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Would  have  certainly  been  decreed  for  deaths  he 
did  fully  resolve  and  purpose  to  have  gone  and 
cut  down  the  gallows  the  night  before  his  ex- 
ecution. 

"  On  Tuesday  he  hired  a  garret  for  his  lodging 
at  a  poor  house  in  Newport-market,  and  sent  for 
a  sober  youi^  woman,  who  for  a  long  time  past 
had  been  the  real  mistress  of  his  afiections,  who 
came  to  him,  and  rendered  all  the  assistance  she 
was  capable  of  affording.  He  made  her  the  mes- 
senger to  his  mother,  who  lodged  in  Clare-street. 
She  likewise  visited  him  in  a  day  or  two  after^ 
begging  on  her  bended  knees  of  him  to  make  the 
best  of  his  way  out  of  the  kingdom,  which  he 
faithfully  promised ;  but  could  not  find  in  his 
heart  toperform. 

"  He  was  oftentimes  in  Spital-fields,  Druiy- 
lane,  LewkenorVlane,  ParkerVlane,  St*  Tho- 
masVstreet,  &c.  those  having  been  the  chief 
scenes  of  his  rambles  and  pleasures. 

^^  At  last  lie  came  to  a  resolution  of  breaking 
the  house  of  the  two  Mr.  Rawlins's,  brothers  and 
pawnbrokers  in  Drury-lane,  which  he  accordingly 
put  in  execution,  and  succeeded ;  they  both  hear- 
ing him  rifling  their  goods  as  they  lay  in  bed  to^ 
gether  in  the  next  room.  And  though  there 
were  none  others  to  assist  him,  he  pretended  there 
was,  by  loudly  giving  out  directions  for  shooting 
the  first  person  through  the  head  that  presumed 
$0  stir,  which  effec^ally  quieted  them,  while  be 
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off  his  booty,  widi  part  whereofi  on  the 
fttal  Saturday  following,  being  the  3 1  st  of  0<v 
tober,  he  made  an  extraordinary  appearance ;  and 
from  a  carpenter  and  butcher  was  now  trana- 
formed  into  a  gentleman ;  he  went  into  the  City, 
and  was  very  merry  at  a  public-house  not  fiatr 
from  the  place  of  his  old  confinement.  At  four 
that  same  afternoon,  he  passed  under  Newgate  in 
a  Hackney-coach^  the  windows  drawn  up,  md  in 
the  evening  he  sent  for  hit  mother  to  the  Sheera 
alehouse,  in  Majrpole-alley,  near  Clar^market, 
and  with  her  drank  tliree  quarterns  of  brandy; 
and  after  leaving  her  drank  in  one  place  or  other 
about  that  neighbouriiood  all  the  evening,  till  the 
evil  hour  of  twelve,  having  been  seen  and  known 
by  many  of  his  acquaintance ;  all  6f  them  caution- 
ing him,  and  wondering  at  his  presumption  to 
appear  in  that  manner.  At  length  his  senses 
were  quite  overcome  with  the  quantities  and  va- 
riety of  liquors  he  had  all  the  day  been  drinking, 
which  paved  the  way  for  his  fete ;  and  when  ap- 
prehended, he  was  altogether  incapable  of  re- 
sisting, scarce  knowing  what  they  were  doin^^ 
with  him,  and  had  but  two  second-hand  pistols 
scarce  worth  carrying  about  him. 

"  From  his  last  re-apprehension  to  his  death 
some  persons  were  appointed  to  be  with  him  con- 
stantly day  and  jaight ;  vast  numbers  of  people 
came  to  see  him,  to  the  great  profit  both  of  hijcn- 
'Wtlf  and  those  about  him ;  several  persons  of  qua^ 
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lity  came,  all  of  whom  he  begged  to  intercede 
with  his  Majesty  for  mercy,  but  his  repeated 
returning  to  his  vomit  left  no  room  for  it ;  so 
that,  being  brought  down  to  the  King^s-bendv 
bar,  Westminster,  by  an  habeas  corpus^  and  it 
appearing  by  evidence  that  he  was  the  same  pw- 
son,  who,  being  under  a  former  sentence  of 
death,  had  twice  made  his  escape,  a  rule  of  court 
was  made  for  his  execution,  which  was  on  Mon- 
day last.  The  morning  he  suffered  he  told  a 
gentleman,  that  *  he  had  then  a  satisfaction  ut 
heart,  as  if  he  was  going  to  enjoy  an  estate  of 
200L  a  year.** 

A  tumult  of  a  difierent  description  in  some  par- 
ticulars, but  originating  from  an  execution,  ha]^ 
pened  in  May  17!25,  when  the  infamous  Jona- 
than Wild  expiated  his  numarous  ofiences  at 
Tyburn,  The  mob  in  the  former  case  were 
willing  to  have  rescued  Sheppard,  because  he  was 
a  man  utterly  unfit  to  be  at  large ;  but  they 
would  have  torn  Wild  to  pieces,  because^  he  wm 
the  means  of  ridding  the  publick  of  many  villains, 
though  one  of  the  blackest  die  himself.  JonadiaB 
Wild  was  bom  at  Wolverhampton  in  1684,  and 
commenced  his  active  life  as  a  buckle-maker, 
whence  he  migrated  to  London,  where  he  became 
in  a  short  period  thief-taker  general.  In  diifi 
office  his  body  received  a  greater  variety  of 
wounds  than  the  hardiest  soldier  ever  exhibited ; 
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bis  scull  actually  suffered  two  fractures ;  and  Im 
throat  was  scarred  by  the  erring  knife  of  a  wretch, 
hanged  by  his  means,  the  companion  of  Shep* 
pard.  That  the  reader  may  fully  comprehend 
this  man's  crimes^  I  shall  insert  an  abstract  of  his 
indictment. 

^'  That  he  hath  for  many  years  past  been  a 
confederate  with  great  numbers  of  highwaymen, 
pick*pockets,  house-breakers,  &c. 

^  That  he  hath  formed  a  kind  of  corporation 
of  thieves,  of  which  he  is  th^  director ;  and  that 
his  pretended  services  in  detecting  and  prosecuting 
offenders  consisted  only  in  bringing  those  to  the 
gallows  who  concealed  their  booty>  or  refused  to 
share  it  with  him* 

^  That  he  hath  divided  the  town  and  country 
into  districts^  and  appointed  distinct  gangs  for 
each,  who  regularly  accounted  with  him  for  their 
jobberies.  He  had  also  a  particular  set  to  steal 
at  churches  in  time  of  Divine  service;  and 
also  other  moving  detachments  to  attend  at  Court 
on  birth-days,  balls,  &c.  and  upon  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  Circuits,  and  Country  Fairs. 

^^  That  the  persons  employed  by  him  were  for  . 
the  most  part  felons  convict,  who  have  returned 
from  transportation  before  their  due  time  was  ex* 
pired ;  of  whom  he  made  choice  for  his  agents, 
because  they  could  not  be  legal  evidence  against 
him,  and  because  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  take 
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from  them  what  part  of  the  stolen  goods  he 
pleased,  and  otherwise  abuse  or  even  hang  them 
at  bis  will  and  pleasure. 

"  Tliat  he  hath  from  time  to  time  supplied  such 
convic  ed  felons  with  money  and  clothes,  and . 
Iodised  them  in  his  own  house  the  better  to  con- 
ceal them,  particularly  some  against  whom  there 
are  now  intormations  for  diminishing  and  coun^* 
terfeiung  broad  pieces  and  guineas. 

"  That  he  hath  not  only  been  a  receiver  of 
stolen  goods,  as  well  as  of  writings  of  all  kinds, 
for  near  fifteen  years  last  past,  but  frequently 
been  a  confederate,  and  robbed  along  with  the 
above-mentioned  convicted  felons. 

"  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  these  vile  prac- 
tices, and  gain  some  credit  with  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, he  usually  carried  about  him  a  short  silver 
staff  as  a  badge  of  authority  from  the  government, 
which  he  used  to  produce  when  he  himself  was 
concerned  in  robbing. 

"  That  he  had  under  his  care  and  direction  se- 
veral warehouses  for  receiving  and  concealing 
stolen  goods,  and  also  a  ship  for  carrying  off 
jewels,  watches,  and  other  valuable  goods  to 
Holland,  where  he  has  a  superannuated  thief  for 
his  factor, 

"  That  he  kept  in  pay  several  artists  to  make 
alterations,  and  transform  watches,  seals,  snufi^ 
boxes,  rings,  and  other  valuable  things,  that  they 
might  not  be  known ;  several  of  which  he  use? 
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to  present  to  such  as  he  thought  might  be  of  ser* 
vice  to  him. 

*^  That  he  seldom  helped  the  owners  to  lost 
notes  and  papers^  unless  he  found  them  able  to 
tpecify  and  describe  them  exactly,  and  then  often 
insisted  on  more  than  half  the  value. 

"  That  he  frequently  sold  human  bloody  by 
procuring  false  evidence  to  swear  persons  into 
facts  of  which  they  were  not  guilty ;  sometimes 
to  prevent  them  from  being  evidences  against 
himself,  at  other  times  for  the  sake  of  the  great 
reward  given  by  the  govemment.** 

This  consummate  criminal,  after  dealing  so 
widely  and  to  an  enormous  amount,  fell  a  sa- 
cri/ice  to  a  paltry  theft  of  a  little  lace  stolen  from 
a  window  on  Holbom-hill,  when  Wild's  usual 
foresight  so  far  deserted  him  as  to  enable  the 
person  he  employed  while  he  waited  on  the 
Bridge  to  turn  evidence  against  him.  His  exe- 
cution attracted  the  greatest  concourse  of  spec- 
tators ever  known  to,  have  assembled  on  a  similar 
occasion ;  and  an  incredible  number  of  thieves  of 
every  description  attended,  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geance on  their  general  enemy.  They  shouted 
incessantly  with  frantic  yells  of  joy,  and  threw 
stones  at  the  miserable  man  as  he  rode,  till  his 
head  streamed  with  blood;  but,  when  he  fell 
fipm  the  cart,  the  air  was  literally  rent  by  reite- 
rated cries  of  triumph.  Wild  had  endeavoured 
'to  commit  suicide ;  but  the  dose  of  laudanum 
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intended  for  the  purpose  proving  too  great,  his       ^  !''^^?' 
stomach  rejected  it  in  time  to  save  his  Hfe.     It,        ^^'^^-^ 
however,    rendered   him  nearly  insensible,    and 
consequently  prevented  the  anguish  he  must  have 
experienced  in  his  last  moments  from  the  conduct 
of  his  enemies  and  the  brutality  of  the  populace. 

Several  prosecutions  were  instituted  in  1725,  in 
order  to  {nrevent  a  shamefully  indecent  practice  of 
the  populace,  which  was  the  storming  of  hearses 
and  tearing  from  them  tfie  various  heraldic  orna- 
ments used  at  funerals. 

A  dissohate  young  man  named  Gibson,  a  Mer- 
cer, atid  otie  of  the  Society  of  friends,  occasioned 
very  serious  riots  in  the  summer  of  I727  by  per- 
•fisting  to  preach  in  defiance  of  the  elders  of  Grace- 
chdtch  stl^eet  meeting,  and  indec<i  of  the  whole 
posse  of  the  Police,  who  were  more  than  once 
compelled  to  convey  him  by  force  to  St.  George's 
fields,  where  he  was  permitted  to  hold  forth  un- 
molested. Gibson  had  a  mob  constantly  sur- 
rounding him,  which  committed  many  extrava- 
gances. 

He  afterwards  rented  the  London  Assurance 
Coflfee-house  in  Birchin-lane,  before  which  he 
erected  a  sign  representing  a  ]>erson  extended  on 
his  back  with  the  head  bloody  and  a  hat  and  wig 
near  him.  Several  persons  supposed  to  have  com- 
mitted the  assault  were  shewn  hiding  under  ^ 
bushes.  In  another  part  of  the  design,  the 
woonded  person  waded  through  a  marsh  sup- 
ported 
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ported  by  crutches,  and  a  friend  assisted  him  to- 
wards a  house  on  a  hiil.  The  other  side  repre* 
sented  him  lying  on  his  face^  and  again  washing 
blood  and  tears  from  his  features  ;  a  rising  moon 
in  each  painting  lighted  the  scene,  under  which 
was  inscribed  "  Gibson  from  Gracechurch-street.'* 
— ^The  aim  of  Gibson  in  this  allegory  was  to  in- 
troduce himself  to  the  publick  in  a  pitiable  situa- 
tion, to  shew  the  Quakers  in  a  disgraceful  light  as 
assassins,  and  to  compliment  the  friend  by  whom 
he  was  placed  in  his  new  house* 

The  populace  had  not  indulged  in  their  fa- 
vourite excesses  for  several  years;  but,  an  op- 
portunity occurring  in  September  1729^  they 
seized  it  with  avidity.  The  King  had  been  tp 
Hanover,  and,  returning  in  safety,  a  party  from 
Whitechapel  chose  to  express  their  loyalty  by 
breaking  many  hundreds  of  windows  on  each  side 
of  the  way  between  that  place  and  Charing-cross^ 
under  a  pretence  tliat  the  inhabitants  should  have 
illuminated  them.^  The  damtige  done  by  these 
desperadoes  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  more 
than  lOOO/. ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  King 
rode  dirough  the  same  street  within  an  hour  after 
the  havock  had  been  committed ;  no  doubt,  infi- 
nitely vexed  that  he  was  the  innocent  cause  of  so 
much  injury  to  his  peaceable  subjects. 

The  public  mind  was  greatly  agitated  in  1 733 
by  the  introduction  of  an  Excise  bill  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  experienced  great  op- 
position^ 
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position^  and  was  deferred  till  June  in  that  year* 
The  populace,  highly  elated,  made  effigies  of  the 
Minister,  burnt  them  in  various  places,  and  de- 
monstrated their  joy  by  breaking  numbers  of 
windows.  This  excess  was  repeated  on  the  atmi- 
rersary  of  the  above  event  with  increased  vi- 
olence, when,  in  addition  to  breaking  the  Lcxrd 
Mayor's  windows,  they  broke  his  officers'  heads; 
but  several  of  the  ringleaders  were  appreliended, 
and  sent  to  difFerejtit  prisons. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1 734,  a  disgraceful  tumult 
occurred  in  Suffolk-street,  Charing-cross,   occa- 
sioned by  several  young  men  whose  situation  in 
life  ought  to  have  produced  far  different  condooL 
They  met  at  a  house  in  the  above  street  under 
the  denomination  of  the  Ca)ves-head  club,  pre- 
|Aired  a  fire  before  the  door,  and  after  several  in- 
decent orgies  appeared  at  the  tirst-floor  windows 
with  wine  and  a  calfs  head  dressed  in  a  napkim 
cap,  which  they  threw  into  the  flames  with  loud 
huzzas.      As  the  populace  assembled  round  the 
fire  were  entertained  with  plenty  of  beer,  they 
shouted  at  many  of  the  toasts  dtank  by  the  Club; 
but,  some  being  proposed  that  interfered  with 
the  Majesty  of  the  People,  they  were  considered 
as  the  sigflal  for  attack,  which  immediately  com- 
menced with  so  much  impetuosity  as  to  render  it 
necessary  for  the  founders  of  the  feast  to  fly  for 
#ieir  lives.    Tlie  mob  broke  all  the  windows  <rf 
the^  house^  forcibly  entered  it,  -and  demolisfaad 
.     .  mvery 
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every  article  in  their  way,  to  the  amount  of  se- 
veral hundred  pounds.  *  The  royal  guards  put  an 
end  to  the  tumult.  I  have  a  prints  published 
immediately  after  the  transaction,  which  £sdth- 
fully  represents  the  wickedness  and  folly  of  it. 

"  The  Hyp  Doctor**  observed  on  this  occasion: 
^  It  is  an  honour  to  the  Dissenters,  that  we  do 
not  hear  of  one  of  their  body  who  belonged  to 
this  ingenious  and  refined  cabal.  It  must  not  be 
overlooked^  that  if '  the  report  be  right,  the 
Calves-heads  were  bought  in  St.  JamesVmarket ; 
the  double  entendre  was  intended  to  have  wii 
prepense ;  but  methinks  the  emblem  was  wrong* 
headed;  for  how  can  a  Caif,  which  is  a  tame 
gentle  a^eaturCy  and  incapable  of  sin^  represent 
a  supposed  Tyrant,  or  a  bad  Monarch  ?  Some  of 
the  parties  concerned  were,  as  the  chronicles  <•£ 
Suffolk-street  record  it,  sons  of  nobles  of  Eng^ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  besides  Cotnmonersi 
but  the  transaction  was  carried  on,  like  lo  in 
the  farce,  by  a  Bull  ratlier  tlian  a  Calf  (by 
which  it  might  appear  to  be  more  Irish  than 
English),  if  you  examine  the  criticism  of  the 
Shew.  It  was  a  sequel  to  Punch  at  the  mas- 
querade, putting  his  Opera  bills  into  the  hands 
of  some  too  great  for  a  familiar  mention;  but 
neither  the  Haymartcet  Punch,  nor  the  Su£)lk- 
-street  Piq>pet--shew  took:  one  was  acted  but  once^ 
the  other  was  not  acted  thoroii^hly  the  first  timfi: 
the  people  were  the  critichs,  the  connoisseurs, 

and 
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Slid  corrected  the  play.  We  are  now  assured  it  had 
no  plot;  the  heed  had  no  brains,  like  JGsop's 
masks:  this  may  be  true^  but  no  credit  to  a 
tragi-comedy :  it  only  proved  they  were  no  Poets, 
and  but  indifferent  actors.  Was  there  none  who 
bore  a  Calfs-head  couped,  as  the  Heralds  speak, 
in  his  coat  of  Arms  ?  The  device  of  the  escutcheon 
might  be  more  significant  than  that  of  the  Chib. 
Such  a  proceeding  might  have  been  proper  in  a 
slaughter-house;  but,  perhaps,  th^  were  reple- 
nished with  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  who 
worshiped  Osiris  in  the  form  of  a  Calf:  was  it 
un  Bssex  or  a  Middlesex  Calf? — Baa  be  the 
motto  of  this  speculation.  The  Gens  yitelUa, 
the  Vitellian  family  at  Rome,  were  denominated 
from  the  like.  This  adds  light  from  the  Rdman 
HMory.** 

Thj?  next  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  pro- 
ceeded from  the  dr^  of  the  people,  who  were 
exasperated  beyond  measure  at  the  laudable  at- 
tempts of  their  superiors  to  suppress  the  excessive 
use  of  CHn ;  and  their  resentment  became  so  very 
turbulent  in  September  I736,  that  they  even  pre-  ^ 
sumed  to  exclaim  in  the  streets,  ^'  No  CHn  niL! 
King:^  in  consequence,  double  guards  were 
posted  at  Kensington,  St  Jameses,  Somerset- 
house,  and  the  Rolls.  Besides  these  precautions, 
500  of  the  Grenadier-guards,  and  the  Westminster 
troop  of  Horse-militia,  were  distributed  as  pa- 
troles^  and  in  Hyde  and  St.  James*s  Parks,  Co- 
vent-garden^  &c. 

VOL.  II.  £  Many 
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Many  satirical  and  pleasant  attacks  upon  that 
pernicious  liquor  appeared  in  the  diurnal  publica- 
tions; two  of  which  are  worth  preserving  : 

"  To  the  dear  and  regretted  memory  of  the  best 
and  most  potent  of  cheap  liquors,  Geneva ;  the 
solace  of  the  hen*pecked  husband,  the  kind  com- 
panion of  the  neglected  wife,  the  infuser  of  cou- 
rage in  tl^e  tame  and  standing  army,  the  source 
of  the  thief's  resolution,  the  support  of  pawn- 
brokers,  tally-men,  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  and 
a. long  et  cetera  of  other  honest  fraternities,  alike 

useful  and  elorious  to  the  Commonwealth.     A 

■ .  ^    ..■/■•.■•■    ®  .  .        .     '      ■    . 

Victor,  fuller  of  fire  than  llajazet,  and  why  de- 
stroyed.  more  men  than  Tamerlane  in  liis  nume- 
rous  conquests.  The  bape  of  chiiiitity,  tl^e  foe  of 
honesty,  the  friend  of  infidelity,  the  lefu/  spirit 
ojf  sedition,  throu;^h  the  inhuman  malice  of     '^ 

and ^,l)y  the  edge  or  au  Act  of  Piiiliamciit, 

cut  olT  in  her  jlnme  S  plember  ly,   1736*,  anno 

7'e";ni  Geor^U  secundi  (Ucimo.     ILr  constant  vo- 

tary  Nicholiis  Xn-shoi's^xw  testimony  of  a  fiicndship 

subsisting  after  (U-ath,  erects  this  monument* 

'*  Attend, njySoiis,  and  you^  my  friends,  draw  lujar. 

Ami  on  my  XwA  rep. uii  11  bc.-to\v  a  tear  ; 

Your  dear,  dear  Puurr,^  uiu.-t  yield  his  nccCrous 

bre;\l]i, 
Ar*d  ere  to  iiK^rrow  w^ai  siibiaitto  death. 
No  hopes  of  piirdon,   uo  rej[)rieve  is  uigh. 
My  death  is  j^iguM  :  and  must  I,  must  I  die? 
It  is  resolvM. — Then  rouse  your  noble  touls, 
And  crown  fhis  ni<;ht  with  cheerful  flowing  bowls ; 

I-et 
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L^  none  but  yoii,  my  friends,  support  my  pall. 
And  bilk  those  fops  who  triumph  in  my  fall  *." 

Numberless  ^evasions  of  the  Act  were  practised; 
and  even  Apothecaries  were  tempted  to  retail  Gin 
under  the  Bpecious  name  of  a  medicine  or  cordiaL 

The  month  of  July  1736  afforded  a;  singular 
popular  exphswHy  contrived  in  the  fbllo>ving 
strai^e  manner.  A  brown  paper  parcel,  whidi 
had  been  placed  unobserved  near  the  side->barof 
the  Court  of  KingVbench,  Westminster-hall, 
blew  up  during:  the  solemn  proceedings  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice  assembled,  and  scattered  a  num<^ 
ber  of  printed  bilb,  giving  notice,  that  on  the 
last  day  of  Term  five  Acts  of  Parliament  would 
be  publicly  burnt  in  the  hall,  between  the  hours 
of  twelve  and  one,  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  and 
^  at  St.  Margaret's  hill,  which  were  the  Gin  Act, 
the  Smuggling  Act,  the  Mortmain  Act,  the  West- 
minster Bridge  Act,  and  fljp  Act  for  borrowing 
^00,000/.  on  the  Sinking  fund. 

One  of  tlie  bills  was  immediately  carried  to  the 
Grand  Jury  then  sitting,  who  found  it  an  infar 
mous  libd,  and  recomintoded  the  offering  of  a 
reward  to*  discover  the  au^ori 

The  labourers  and  weavers  of  Spkal fields  .were 
infected  with  a  cotitagious  -mama  at  tliesame  pe- 
riod, which  led  them^AQ  suppose  that  numbers  of 
Irishmen  had  redently  i(rrived  in  London,  for  the 
purpose  of  working  lit  nodei^^ces  and  starving 

*  Addressed  to  a  Society  at  Jonah^s  CoHee-honse. 

E  2  them. 
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them.  Influenced  by  t  species  of  despair  they 
sembled  in  crowds,  and  proceeded  to  Brick-lane^ 
Whitechapel,  where  they  immediately  attacked  a 
house  supposed  to  contain  Irishmeiiy  and  com«^ 
pletely  destroyed  it,  bearing  iiway  the  furniture  in 
triumph ;  but  they  lost  one  man,  and  had  several 
woufided,  by  a  musket  dischai^ged  amongst  them 
from  the  house*  The  neighbouring  MagbtrateSj^ 
alarmed  at  this  outrage,  immediately  attended  at 
the  scene  of  action,  and  read  the  Riot  Act,  but 
without  efiect,  although  the  Tower  Hamlet  assor 
cia^on  and  a  party  of  the  Tower  guard  were  sum-^ 
moned  to  their  assistance ;  mH*  did  they  desist  till 
a  company  of  Regulars  dispersed  them  by  force. 

SeY^i^  severe  combats  occurred  between  the 
English  and  Irish  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  in 
which  much  mischief  was  done  to  each  pariy^ 
The  cause  appears  to  have  originated  chiefly 
through  the  parsimony  of  the  person  who  con<- 
tracted  to  erect  the  new  church  of  St  Leonard 
Shoreditcb,  ii^  employing  no  other  than  Irish  la- 
bourers at  five  or  six  shillings  a  weel^^  when  ^ 
British  demanded  twehe  shillings.  These  two 
affairs  occurring  nearly  together  led  government 
to  suspect  the  authors  of  the  paper-plot^  and  the 
rioters,  or  at  least  their  leaders,  to  have  been 
connected  in  seditious  if  net  treasonable  designs. 

An  estimate  was  made  in  July  1758  of  the 
pnmbers  convicted  under  the  Adt  for  preventing 
the  excessive  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Claim;^ 
were  entered  at  the  Excise-office  by  ^ooa  p^rsoiis 
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for  the  5/.  allowed  ito  the  inforater  from  the  pe* 
nalty  of  lOOL,  4S96  such  convictions  having 
taken  place.  3000  persons  paid  10/.  each  to 
avoid  being  sent  to  Bridewell ;  tod  it  was  com- 
puted that  18^000  informations  had  been  laid 
within  the  bills  of  mortali^  only.  It  is  therefore 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  newspapers  fre- 
quently mentioned  the  quiet  and  decency  ob- 
served in  the  streets  subsequent  to  these  con- 
victions ;  but  in  effecting  them  several  informers 
were  killed,  and  others  dreadfully  hurt,  by  the 
i^ob. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  articles  of  informa- 
tion are  so  vaguely  mentioned  in  the  public 
papers,  that,  though  they  might  be  understood 
by  their  contemporaries,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend them.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurred 
in  August  1757,  when  a  number  of  riotous  per- 
ftons  assembled  before  the  Craven*arms,  Souths 
ampton-street,.  with  an  intention  to  level  it  with 
the  earth,  and  destroy  the  goods ;  but  for  what 
reason  the  papers  are  silent.  The  officers  of  the 
Jl^olice  attended,  but  were  beat  off  with  stones ; 
and  it  was  two  o*clock  in  the  momipg  before  two 
Serjeants  and  twenty-four  soldiers  of  the  guards 
could  disperse  them ;  at  which  liour  fourteen 
were  apprehended,  several  wounded,  and  two 
were  afterwards  committed  to  prison.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  was  sent  on  this  occasion  to  Mn 
Justice  Fielding : 

SlKy 
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Sir,      Christ-church,  Surf ejfy  Aug.  l^j  1757* 
We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you^  that  the  Iipuse 
known  by  tlie  sign  of  tlie  Craven-arms,  in.  Soudn- 
ampton-street,  belongs  to  a  charity  in  our  pa- 
rish ;  and  we  therefore  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
use  what  methods  shall  seem  right  to  prevent  the 
populace  doing  any  farther  damage  to  it:   and  m 
to  any  extraordinary  expencc  which  may  happen 
on  this  account,  the  trustees  will  readily  pay.    A 
Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Charity  will  be 
immediately  called,  and  they  will  do'  tliemselves 
the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you.     We  are.  Sir,  &g.  . 
Jackson,  Rector, 
Bartho.  Payne,  Churchwarden* 
Henry  BuNN,  Secretary  to  tlie  Trust*." 

♦  Since  writing  the  above  Mr.  Nichols  pointed  out 
to  rac  the  following  article  from  the  Gentleman's  Ma-^ 
gazine  for  1757,  p.  386,  which  is  a  sufficient  expla^ 
nation  of  the  outrage  : 

.  **Aug.  10,  1757.  Karly  this  morning  Mr.  Hartley,  a 
seafaring  gentleman,  was  found  dead  in  die  area  of  a 
house  of  ill  fame  in  Southampton-street,  Covent-gar- 
den.  He  had  been  drinking  with  some  sailors  at  their 
Ixouse  of  rendezvous  near  Westminster  Bridge,  and  in 
his  way  home  wanted  to  stop  at  the  house  above  men- 
tioned, but  was  denied  admittance ;  on  which  he  at- 
tempted to  break  the  windows  with  his  cane,  but  that 
dropping  into  the  area,  he  jumped  down  after  it,  frac- 
tured his  skull,  and  died  without  speaking  a  word. 
Since  this  accident  happened  great  numbers  of  people 
have  assembled  with  a  design  to  pull  the  house  (towu 
(the  Craven  Annsjy  many  of  whom  have  bee» 
wounded,  and   14  sent  to   tlie  round-house  in  one 

night* 
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Notlilng  partidular  occurred  for  tipwards  of  a 
year  aftet*  tfce  above  outrage;  but  in  October 
1 758,  the  brutality  of  the  mob  was  excited  by  the 
interment  of  Mr.  \4^ilson,  an  Uhdertaker~~ancl[ 
pa\^Tibroker,  who  had  kept  the  Piinch-bowl  neaif 
Moorgate.  The  cause  of  their  resentment  proves 
that  a  British  mob  generally  acts  upon  a  nobie 
principle ;  as  the  deceased  was  repotted  to  hiVe 
left  a  legacy  of  200L  to  be  paid  in  groats  to  th6^ 
persons  who  were  then  imprisoned  at  hvA  suit,' 
though  he  died  rich.  This  malice  IVom  the  gVatl^ 
justly  exasperated  all  who  knew  of  it;  attdthtff 
anger  was  properly  inflamed  by  observing  that  b 
detachment  of  the  Artillery  company,  to  which 
Wilson  had  belonged,  intended  to  pay  him  mi- 
litary honours  on  the  way  to  Islington,  where  he 
was  to  be  buried.  Every  mark  of  abhorrence  and 
contempt  Consequently  ensued  from  an  astotiish- 
ing  number  of  persons,  who  severely  hurt  eadi 
other  by  collision*;  and  it  w*as  with  th^  Utthost 
difficulty  that  t!ie  priest  performed  his  office. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  at  the  same  time  sotn^ 
miscreants  in  the  middle  rank  of  life,  inflamed  by 
dissipation,  were  in  the  practice  of  pretending  to 
fight  every  evening  on  Ludgatfe-hill,'  foir  the*  dia- 
bolical pleasure  of  dealing  blows  indiscriminately 
on  peaceable  passengers  ;    and,  to  use  their  owA 

nigliL  The  people  bad  a  notion  that  the  house  was 
Justice  Fielding's,  and  that  he  protected  it ;  and  U 
was  found  necessary  to  undeceive  them,  by  adVft- 
tising  that  it  belongs  to  a  charity  in  Southwark.^' 

words^ 
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Sailors,  %vho  assembled  from  all  sides  to  the 
amount,  it  is  said,  of  more  than  a  thousand :  the 
Riot  Act  was  read  no  less  than  three  times  to  no 
purpose,  during  which  time  the  Sailors  had  ob- 
tained flags  from  the  shipping,  and  having  mar- 
shalled themselves  irf  a  line  of  battle^  they  bore 
itotvn  on  the  SoMiers  drawn  up  to  receive  them. 
At  the  instant  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
latter  was  about  to  pronounce  the  dreadful  word 
Fire  !  a  naval  officer  made  his  appearance  in  front 
of  the  Sailors,  and  intreated  the  order  might  be 
reserved  till  he  had  endeavoured  to  convince  his 
brethren  of  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct.  He 
tiien  addressed  himself  to  the  Sailors,  and  said 
tHey  would  forfeit  the  favour  of  the  King,  who 
had  promised  to  take  off  their  R's ;  to  which  he 
added  other  arguments,  and  at  length  prevailed 
upon  two-thirds  of  them  to  follow  him  to  Tower* 
Wll,  where  he  dismissed  them. 

A  Serjeant  and  twelve  Soldiers  were  sent  about 
four  oVlock  on  the  same  afternoon  to  Clerkenwell 
Bridewell,  as  an  escort  to  c^o-ht  of  the  women  who 
had  occasione^d  the  riot.  I'hose  were  pursued  by 
a  party  of  Sailors,  and  overtaken  at  Chiswell- 
street.  The  instant  release  of  the  prisrmers  Vvas 
demanded  and  refused,  when  one  of  the  Soldiers 
fired,  and  wounded  a  Sailor  and  a  Baker;  but,  as 
the  assailants  became  more  violent  after  this  pre- 
cipitatioq,  the  Serjeant  wisely  determined  to  re- 
sign his  charge,  rather  than  cause  farther  blood- 
shed. 

The 
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.    Tlie  Weavdrs  resident  in  Spital-fiekls  were  tlie  ^ 

next  disturbersof. the  puBIitrpeace.  Those  tise^ 
ful  niiJmbet-s.of  Society  had  long  disputed  with 
their  employers  respecting  their  wages ;  and  at 
lengtli  a  coiiiipromise  tool^  place,  when  printed 
papera  of  the  various '  prices  of  their  work  wel* 
distributed)  in  order  to  prevent  future  disputes^ 
Some  avaricious  master-Weavers;  however,  thought 
proper  to  reduce  tlie  weaving  of  certain  articles 
oi>e  half-penny . yer  yard.;  and  llence  tlie  riots^ 
\  which  commenced  with  the  destruction  of  tlib 
looms  belonging  to  bile  of  the  most  active  o|)]io- 
nents  of  the  journeymen,  whose  effigies  they  af> 
terwards  placed  in  a  cart,  lianged,  and  buiiiit. 
This  con(}uct,  thpugli  highly  improper,  was  in4 
nocertce  compared  witli  tliat  now  to  be  related, 
whicii  originated  in  the  strange  folly  and  wicked-t 
ness  of  Seamen  almost  at  the  same  tim^.  Tlu^ 
narrative  was  compiled  from  tlie  minutes  of  the 
Coroner  s  Inquest, 

"  On  Thursday  last  an  inquisition  was  takea 
in  Holy  well-street,  Shoreditch,  upon  thq  bodiei 
of  Kalph  Meadows  and  John  \^Miitrow,  two  of 
the  |)ersons  killed  in  the  latexiot  before; a  public 
house,  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Marquis  o£ 
GranbyVlJead,  in  Holywell-sliect.  The  inqui- 
sition lasted  six  hours.  It  appeared  in  the  eyi^ 
dencf^,  tliat  on  Monday  last,  about  one  o'clock^  a^ 
great  uiob  assembled  before  and  in  tlie  dwelling- 
house  of  Thomas  K^ly  the  publican,  committing. 
outrages ;  that  .011  Application  to  two  Magistrate^ 

thev 
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they  '.vrote  to  thie  Lieutenant  of  the  third  tt^^ 
inent  of  foot-guards,  then  on  duty,  with  an  £ii* 
sign  and  100  men  under  his  command,  in  Spital* 
fields,  on  account  of  a  late  riot  there,  aoquaintii^ 
him,  that  there  was  a  great  mob  assembled  in 
Holy  well-street,  Shoreditch,  who  had  broke  open 
a  house  in  a  violent  and  outrageous  manner,  to 
the  terror  of  his  Majesty*8  quiet  subjects,  and  in 
breach  of  the  peace ;  and  desiring  him  to  attend 
with  a  proper  force  to  disperse  the  mob  and  stop 
their  proceedings. 

^^  llie  Lieutenant  assembled  as  many  of  his  men 
as  the  short  notice  would  permit,  befiire  the  pas- 
sage door  leading  to  the  said  public  house,  where 
he  found  a  great  crowd  of  people ;  and  on  going 
into  the  house  with  the  Justices*  order  in  hb  hand, 
he  found  some  very  desperate  fellows  in  it,  some  in 
sailors*  habits,  who  were  cursing  and  swearing  that 
they  would  not  leave  the  house,  but  do  what  they 
pleased ;  one  of  them  behaving  in  a  very  aiiront* 
ing  manner  to  the  Lieutenant,  some  of  the  sol- 
diers led  him  out.  About  three  o^clock,  the  Lieu- 
tenant prevailed  on  them  to  depart,  and  they  went 
away  quietly,  leaving  only  a  crowd  of  people 
standing  before  the  passage  door,  who  had  ga- 
thered there  out  of  curiosity.  The  Lieutenant 
then  withdrew  himself,  leaving  only  a  Serjeant, 
Corporal,  and  twelve  private  soldiers,  which  he 
did  at  the  solicitation  of  the  publican,  who  was 
afraid  of  a  second  attack.  The  Lieutenant  then 
went  to  dinner,  and  informed  the  Serjeant  he 

would 


61 

would  return  in  an  hour.  For  about  half  an  hour 
all  was  quiet ;  and  then  a  gentleman  came  up  to 
the  Serjeant,  and  bade  him  take  care  of  himself, 
as  there  was  a  body  of  sailors  coming  up  the  street, 
d — ^ing  their  eyes^  declaring,  ^  they  would  clear  the 
soldiers,  and  pull  the  house  down.'  The  Ser* 
jeant  seeing  them  advance,  Iboked  round  to  the 
soldiers,  and  said, ^ There  they  come;*  and  or* 
dered  his  men  to  stand  to  their  arms,  and  he 
would  meet  the  rioters,  but  bade  them  fix  their 
bayonets*  He  approached  about  twelve  yards 
towards  the  rioters,  and  pulled  off  his  hat,  and 
said,  *  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  do  not  come  witfi 
any  intent  to  make  a  disturbance/  lliey  d — ^ned 
their  eyes,  and  informed  him,  that  *  they  had  got 
one  man,  and  would  have  the  landlord  of  the 
house.*  The  Serjeant,  telling  them  '  that  he 
was  placed  there  by  an  order  from  the  civil  power 
to  take  care  of  the  house  and  preserve  the  peace,* 
returned  to  bis  command.  The  sailors  then  ad- 
vanced, and  some  of  them  mounted  the  sign-post, 
And  to  prevent  their  getting  up,  some  of  the  sol- 
diers gently  struck  them  with  tlieir  pieces;  but 
ihe  Serjeant,  finding  them  resolute  to  take  down 
the  sign,  ordered  the  soldiers  to  let  them,  and  in- 
formed the  soldiers,  that  he  was  then  in  hopes  to 
disperse  them  without  mischief.  As  soon  as  the 
sign  was  down,  they  gave  a  huzza,  and  some  of 
them  called  out,  <  Now  for  the  landlord,*  and  in  a 
riotous  manner  advanced  with  their  sticks  towards 
^Ihe  passage  wfaidi  the  soldiers  were  guarding. 
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The  Sdrjeiint  inforiiiecf  tham  he  could  not  admit 
liiem  into  the  house  upon  any  account:  upon 
which  they,  began  to  heat  with  their  sticks^  and 
press  on  the  soldiers;  and  the  serjeant  ordered 
the  .soldiers  to  eharg?  (which  is  iixiug  their  nius* 
cruets  htetiit  high)  but  it  had  no  efiect ;  th^y  then 
«Asaulted  the .  soldicrs^  with  pieces  of  brick,  .tile, 
a^I  great  quantities  of  mud,  and  forced  two  bayo- 
nets from  die  musquets,  one  of  w  Inch  was  broke, 
«nd  the  other  was  taken  up  by  one  of  the  sailors^ 
w^Ui  wliich  he  made  a  full  push  at  tlie  Serjeant, 
'but  he  happily  warded  it  oft*  with  his  halbert;  and 
the  sailors  got  between  him  and  his  men,  and  at- 
tacked them  witli  such  violence  that  they  were 
forced  into  the  passage  which  leads  to  the  public- 
house,  and  thereupon  a  battle  ensued,  and  the 
Serjeant  used  all  his  endeavours  to  come  to  his 
men,  btit  he  was  prevented  by  the  sailors,  and 
received  several  blows.  The  men  being  tlius 
pressed  into  the  passage,  were  obliged  to  fire,  and 
two  pieces  were  discharged,  which,  fiom  the  faint 
report,  and  no  mischief  beinp^  done,  and  the  sailors 
not  giving  way,  the  ^\iLnesses  all  de<:lared,  tliat 
they  believed  the  pieces  were  loaded  wiUi  gun- 
powder only,  T\\\'.  sailors  continuing  to  press 
violently  upon  tlie  soldiers,  and  endeavouring  to 
force  thtj  ])a5i?*iL;i*,  the  soldiers  fired  again,  and 
two  men,  anion:>\st  the  rioters,  were  seen  to.  drop. 
'^  'i'lic  sailors  now  became  very  desperate,  and 
most  violently  assaulted  the  solcJiers  with  their 
sticks :  aiul  the  soldiers  were,  through  inevitable 
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necessity,  in  defence  of  their  lives,  and  for  the 
public  peace,  obliged  to  tire,  and  the  firing  con- 
tinued till  they  cleared  the  passage  and  street  be- 
fore it,  which  was  very  soon  clone :  upon  which 
tlie  Serjeant  topk  the  opportunity  of  running  to 
liis  men,  and  cried  out,  ^  For  God's  sake  fire  no 
more.'  He  then  drew  all  his  men  out  of  the  pasr 
sage,  and  formed  a  square  in  the  street,  and  oiv 
dered,  them  to  ease  their  arjns,  and  ou  looking 
^bout  him  he .  saw  three  men  lymg  d,e^  iu  tli0 
street,  two  of  which  appeared  to  be  sailors.  Se- 
veral q£  the  soldiers'  fingers  were  bloody  JFrom  the 
blows  th(^  j^ceived  from  the  rioters.  In  the  riot 
two  aailGsi;s  jumped  into  a  window  belpugingto  ^ 
butcher's  house,  near  the  pubUc-house,  anfi  ope 
of  tlieii\  taking  a  chopper  out  of  the  shop,  endea- 
voured to  rush  by  the  Corporal  into  the  passage 
to  the  public-hpuse,  but  was  seized  by  the  Cpr- 
poral  to  prevent  his  going  in,  by  which  meaiis  tlie 
Corporal's  hand  was  cut  by  tlie  chopper  to  such  a 
degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  sent  to  an  hos- 
pital. 

*'  Tlie  witnesses  swore,  that  they  verily  be- 
lieved the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  fire  in  defence 
of  their  lives,  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace;  and  the  Jurj-  were  well  satis- 
fied with  tlie  evidence  before  thein. 

"  The  Coroner,  in  summing  up  tlie  evidence, 
distinguished  between  murder,  nianslauglitei-,  and 
justifiable  or  excusable  homicides,  both  voluntary 
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and  involuntary;  and  chance-medley,  or  homi* 
cide  by  misadventure;  under  one  of  which 
classes^  he  informed  the  Jury^  the  present  case 
mnst  fall.  He  observed,  that  the  soldiers  did  not 
come  to  that  place  wantonly  to  do  an  injury,  but 
were  called  in,  as  the  Lieutenant  understood,  and 
to  called  it  (when  he  produced  his  authority)  in 
his  evidence,  *  by  an  order  fipom  the  civil  power,* 
to  suppress  the  rioters,  and  preserve  the  King^s 
peace;  and  whether  the  civil  power  had  taken 
the  proper  steps  before  applying  to  the  military, 
or  whether  the  notice  sent  to  the  Lieutenant  was 
a  I^al  warrant  or  order,  or  not,  were  not  matters 
of  their  enquiry;  for  that,  supposing  a  Justice  of 
Peace  should  issue  an  illegal  warrant,  and  an  of- 
ficer should  be  killed  in  the  execution  of  it,  in 
that  case  the  party  killing  would  be  deemed  a 
murderer ;  for  the  officer  was  obliged  to  execute 
his  office :  he  is  not  supposed  to  be  a  judge  of 
law ;  he  is  only  a  minister  of  Justice,  and  the 
party  had  a  legal  remedy,  if  he  had  been  impro- 
perly arrested.  The  Coroner  said,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  military  power  upon  that  occasion  was 
the  immerliate  subject  of  their  enquiry ;  that,  if 
the  Jury  gave  credit  to  the  witnesses,  the  major 
part  of  whom  were  disinterested  persons,  the 
soldiers  did  not  fire  till  they  were  pressed  to  it,  by 
inevitable  necessity,  in  defence  of  their  own  lives^ 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace ;  and 
in  killing  any  of  the  rioters,  had  done  no  more 
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than  *  Justifiable  Homicides'  of  inevitable  ne* 
ctissity,  for  the  preservation  of  the  King's  peace, 
and  in  defence  of  themselves  ;  and  added,  that  in 
such  case,  if  any  person  was  killed  that  was  not 
concerned  in  the  riot,  but  unfortunately  hemmed 
in  by  the  rioters,  or  was  passing  along  at  that 
time,  in  that  case  it  would  be  chance-medley,  or 
homicide  per  infortunium,  that  is,  death  by 
misadventure ;  and  as  it  did  not  appear  to  the 
Jury  that  the  persons  upon  whom  they  then  sat 
were  acting  in  tlie  riot,  the  Jury  found  the  special 
matter,  and  brought  in  their  verdict  Homicides 
by  Misadventure. 

"  After  tlie  riot  by  the  sailors  was  over,  the 
people  collected,  and  were  so  nmcli  enraged 
against  the  soldiers,  that  the  Lieutenant  was 
obliged  to  send  to  the  Tower  for  a  reinforcement 
to  prevent  mischief;  and  they  continued  under 
arms  till  near  twelve  at  night,  when  he  withdrew, 
leaving  at  the  public-house  a  Serjeant,  Corporal, 
and  twenty  private  men,  who,  reporting  the  next 
morning  that  all  was  well,  were  ordered  to  their 
several  quarters." 

A  third  scene  of  popular  tumult  occurred  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  1 763,  and  was  caused  by      '  /j/.^^ 
the  execution  of  the  sentence   of   burniog  JVIr.       f^uX 
Wilkes's  celebrated   NufiilSer   45  of   the  Nocth 
Bntgn, 

Tlie  3d  of  December  was  appointed  for  this 
ftilly  ceremony,    which  took   place   before    the 
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Royal  Exchange  amidst  the  hiss^  andexecration<- 
of  the  mob^  not  directed  at  the  obnoxious  paper, 
but  at  Alderman^arley^  the  Sheriffs,  and  con* 
sfibles;  tHe  latter  of  whom  were  compelled  to 
fight  lunously  through  the  whole  business.  The 
instant  the  hangman  held  the  work  to  a  lighted 
link  it  was  beat  to  the  ground ;  and  the  populace, 
seizing  the  faggots  prepared  to  complete  its  de- 
struction, fell  upon  the  peace-officers,  and  fairly 
threshed  them  from  the  field ;  nor  did  the  Alder* 
man  escape  without  a  contusion  on  the  head,  in- 
flicted by  a  billet  thrown  through  the  glass  of  his 
coach ;  and  several  other  persons  had  reason  to 
repent  the  attempt  to  burn  that  publicly  which 
the  sovereign  people  determined  to  approve,  who 
afterwards  exhibited  a  large  jack  boot  at  Temple- 
bar,  and  burnt  it  m  trjiumph,_unmoleste8pttr-a  _. 
species  of  retaliation.  ^ 

February  in  the  following  year  produced  ano- 
ther description  of  outrage ;  and,  as  the  mob  ar- 
ranged themselves  on  the  side  of  Liberty  in  the 
above  instance,  they  determined  in  the  following 
to  adopt  the  cause  of  Justice,  though,  as  it  al- 
most always  happens,  they  listened  only  to  owe 
side  of  the  case ;  in  short,  they  are  generally  a  Jury 
who  retire  for  a  verdict  when  the  evidence  for 
the  prosecution  is  closed.  The  Ambassador  from 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco  resided  in  Panton* 
square,  and  had  in  his  suite  a  female  servant  who 
was  arrested  for  debt,  and  sent  to  a  receiving  or 

spunging 


spunging  house.  When  the  Resident  heard  of  ^^(^^ 
this  violation  of  diplomatic  privilege,  he  imme- 
diately demanded  that  the  woman  should  be  re- 
stored to  liberty ;  and  the  officer  in  whose  cus- 
tody she  was,  knowing  of  the  illegality  of  the 
arrest,  complied.  So  for  all  was  right;  but 
the  plaintiff  (a  chairman)  despising  the  law  of 
Nations,  watched  at  the  Ambassador's  door,  and 
as  soon  as  he  obtained  a  glimpse  of  his  debtor 
claimed  her  as  his  ivlfe^jnd  under  th^L^laim 
compelled  her  to  attend  him  to  a  public-house  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Though  the  good  lady 
strained  every  faculty  in  denying  his  assumed 
rights,  her  clamour,  of  no  avail  with  the  chair- 
man, reached  the  ears  of  her  fellow  servants,  who, 
melted  with  her  distress,  sallied  forth,  and  man- 
fully released  the  captive  from  the  fangs  of  a  num- 
W  ber  of  the  captor's  brethren,  whom  he  had  wisely 
stationed  at  the  public*house  to  assist  him  in  his 
views.  Thus  defeated,  the  creditor  adopted  a 
most  certain  method  to  carry  his  point.  He 
therefore  assembled  his  posse  in  front  of  the  Am- 
bassador's house,  and  began  his  operations  by  loud 
complaints,  intended  for  the  ears  of  those  who 
passed^^that^the  servants  of  his  Excellency  had ^ 
jforcihly.  jjeized  on  his  wfe*  and  conveyedi  her 
for  some  very  dreadful  purpose  into  his  mansion, 
where  she  was  detained  to  his  inej^pressible  grief 
ancl  terror.  A  hint  of  this  description  is  sufficient 
in  the  streets  of  London ;  curiosity  soon  collects  a 
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ct-owd,  and  tlie  idea  of  injustice  of  oppression  flies 
like  lightning  ffom  male  to  female^  ktndKngin 
its  progress  the  very  essence  of  indignation^  and 
/  kn  immediate  resolve  to  execute  summaiy  justice. 
(  A|a  hundred  voices  demanded  the  woman ;  an 
j   hundred  arms  were  lifted  at  the  same  moment 
with  hands  grasping  dirt  and  stones,  which  they 
hurled  at  the  inoffensive  windows  without  effect. 
\  At  this  moment  a  cry  to  burst  the  door  was  ac- 
/  companied  by  a  successful  effort,  and  in  rushed 
the  mob ;  eveiy_ thing  that  could  be  broken  in  the 
parlours  was  demolished,  and  used  as  weapons 
for  forcing  the  Ijesieged,  now  driven  to  the  stairs 
head  of  thife  first  itoov,  where  they  apjjearedy  com- 
manded by  the   Ambassador  and  a  gentleman, 
arrfied  with   drawn  sabres.     Intimidated  at  the 
glances  of  the  shining  steel,  tlie  besiegers  dared  not 
ascend,  but  made  a  drawn  battle  of  the  aflTair.     A 
cannonade  of  legs  and  anus  of  chairs,  and  other 
articles  of    broken  furniture,    succeeded,  which 
no  sooner  reached  the  heads  of  those  above  than 
they  were  darted  back  with  additional  velocity. 
Captain  Woolaston  of  the  guards  happened  to  pass 
through  the  square  w  ith  a  party  of  soldiers,  on  his 
way  to  protect  the  sufferers  from  a  fire  then  raging 
in  Eagle-street ;  and,  attracted  by  the  shouts^  of 
the  contending  forces,  examined  into  the  affair, 
and  soon  dispersed  the  rioters,  several  of  whom* 
were  afterwards  apprehended  by  Justice  Welch, 
and  committed  to  prison. 
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In  May  1  TGi^sever^Jootmen  who  Imd  attendeU  ^^^* 
their  maatears  to  Randagh.,tIlQUglU.  jjroper  to  at- A^ 
tack  ^certaiQ  gentlemen  there  for  refusing  vails  to  v«w4 »  '^ 
their  servants ;  and,  not  contented  with  hissing 
and  dL^iisiug^tJiemy  proceeded  to  destroy  the 
fences,  break  the  lamps,  and  throw  stones  thrpugh 
the  windows  upon  the  company  in  the  Rotunda. 
I'he  ringleaders  were  as  usual  apprehended,  and 
constables  were  afterwards  placed  at  Ranel^gh 
to  preserve  the  peace ;  but  the  best  part  of  the 
fact  i«  that  those  wortliy  officers  of  Justice  actu- 
ally drank  till  they  were  intoxicated  on  a  subse- 
quent evening,  aud  fought  in  the  midst  of  the 
i:ompany. 

We  Ijave  now  arrived  at  a  period  w;hen_riotand 
outrage  was,  to  use  a  modem  phrase,  organized; 
every  real  or  imaginary  evil  led   to  extremities,  ^  jjA^A 
;md  the  quiet  Citizen  passeil  his  days  in  constant  ^i^jj^  /I 
^apprehensioi).     The  year  1768  commenced  with      1^^. 
\  a  fresh  display  of  the  turbulence  of  weavers,  .who 
went  well  armed  to  the  houses  of  other  jouruey- 
raen  in  the  same  business,  called  single-handed 
Weavers,  to  revenge  tlie  injuries  asserted  to  have 
been    inflicted    by  tliem    on    the    engine-loom 
Weavers,  where  they  secured  several,  and  con- 
veyed them  to  a  Magistrate ;  and  if  ap|3eared  on- 
examination  their  complaints  were  well  founded, 
as  they  proved  the  prisoners  and  tlieir  bretliren 
had   even  tired  into   tlieir  windows.     Otliers  in 
Aprils  armed  witlt  cutlasses^  pistols,  &c.  and  in 
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disguise^  went  at  1 2  oVIock  at  night  to  the  resi- 
dences of  several  journeymen  in  Spital*fields ;  and 
cut  to  pieces  1 6  looms,  with  their  contents^  which 
belonged  to  Messrs.  Everard  and  Phipps.  On  a 
subsequent  nocturnal  excursion  those  miscreants 
narrowly  escaped  from  a  party  of  soldiers  who  had 
nearly  surrounded  them  unperceived. 

Influenced  by  the  above  pernicious  examples^ 
/j^^*''  the  Coal-heayere  of  the  Metropolis  entered  into 
^  '  combinations  before  the  end  of  April ;  and  col- 

I'^t'^  lecting  in  considerable  numbers  went  through 

Wapping,  and  thence  on  board  of  colliers,  where 
with  weapons  in  hand  they  compelled  their  sable 
brethren  to  desist  from  working,  and  even  dange- 
rously wounded  several.  In  this  instance  the  mi- 
litary prevented  greater  outrages. 

I  In  May  a  large  body  of  Sailors  with  drums  and 
flags  proceeded  in  two  divisions  to  St.  James's  Pa- 
lace, and  presented  a  petition  to  the  King,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  their  pay  in  consideration  of 

\  the  high  price  of  provisions.     On  the  10th  of  the 

I  same  month,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
many  boats,  manned  by  Sailors  and  Coal-heavers, 
entered  upon  a  survey  of  the  wharfs  above  Black- 
friars-bridge,  and  compelled  all  they  found  at 
work  to  join  them  ;  others  patroled  the  streets, 
and  collected  those  who  were  at  home  and  in  pub- 
lic-houses ;  when  they  began  their  operations  by 
forcing  the  drivers  of  carts  and  waggons  loaded 
with  coals,  flour,   and  wood,  to  return  whence 

they 
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they  came.  After  this  operation  had  been  com'* 
pletely  accomplished^  they  marched  iu  a  body^ 
increasing  as  they  went,  to  Stepney-fields,  whence 
parties  of  them  proceeded  to  unrig  such  vessels  as 
they  chose  to  prevent  from  sailing.  The  fraternity 
of  Sawyers,  equally  refractory,  destroyed  an  ex-  j 
cellent  saw-mill  then  recently  erected  by  Charles 
Dingley,  Esq.  almost  at  the  same  instant. 

Government  acted  on  this  trjang  occasion  with 
great  lenity,  or  was  under  the  infiuence  of  fear ; 
and  it  plainly  appears  that  the  safety  of  the  pub- 
lick  in  their  lives  and  property  originated  rather 
from  the  tempered  madness  of  the  rioters,  than 
in  any  dread  of  resistance  from  the  Police  or  the 
Military.     We  are  told  of  the  marching  of  troops, 
and  of  orders  issued  to  Magistrates  to  be  vigilant; 
yet  the  populace,    inflamed  by  poUticks^  .even 
ventured  to  chalk  No.  45  on  the  coache^^^oEjthe 
nobility:.as,tjhey  passed  through  the  streets.     The 
cause  of  this  irritation  I  hardly  need  inform  my 
readers  was  Mr.  Wilkes,  whose  conduct  in  at- 
tacking the  Ministry  had  excited  ministerial  anger 
to  a  degree  that  alarmed  all  ranks  of  people  lest 
arbitrary  proceedings  should   be  substituted  for 
constitutional,    to  gratify  that  resentment;   and 
some  of  the  decisions  of  tlie  Courts  proved  their 
fears  to  be  well-founded.    Thus  far  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  the  cause,  but  by  no  means 
intend  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  which 
I  shall  conclude  with  Mr.  Wilkes's  address  to  the 
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Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  FreehoMere  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  in  order  to  explain  the 
origin  of  the  subsequent  bloodshed. 

'^  Gentlemen* 
'^  In  support  of  the  liberties  of  this  country 
against  the  arbitrary  rule  of  Ministers,  I  vr^ts  be^ 
forp  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  am  now  sei^ 
tenced  to  this  prison.  Steadiness  ^iith,  I  hope, 
strength  of  mind,  do  not  however  leave  me ;  for 
the  same  consolation  follows  me  here,  the  con* 
sciousness  of  innocence,  of  having  done  my  duty^ 
and  exerted  all  my  poor  abilities,  not  unsuccess- 
fully, for  this  nation.  I  can  submit  even  to  f$u7 
greater  sufferings  with  cheerfulness,  because  that 
I  see  that  my  countrymen  reap  the  happy  fruits 
of  my  labours  and  cruel  persecutions,  by  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  our  sovereign  Courts  of  Justice 
in  favour  of  liberty.  I  therefore  bear  up  with 
fortitude,  and  even  glorj'^  that  I  am  called  to 
suffer  in  this  cause,  because  I  continue  to  find  tl>e 
noblest  reward — the  applause  of  my  native  coun- 
try, of  this  great,  free,  and  spirited  j)eople. 

"  I  chieiiy  regret,  gentlemen,  that  this  con- 
finement deprives  me  of  the  honour  of  thanking 
you  in  person  according  to  my  j)romise,  and  at 
present  takes  from  me  in  a  great  degree  the 
power  of  being  useful  to  you.  The  will,  how- 
ever, to  do  every  service  to  my  constituents  re- 
mains in  its  full  force  ;    and  when  my  sufTerings 

have 
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have  a  period,  the  first  day  I  regain  my  liberty 
fihall  restore  a  life  of  zeal  in  the  cause  and  in^ 
terests  of  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

^^  In  this  prison,  in  any  other,  in  every  place, 
my  ruling  passion  will  be  tl>€  love  of-JEngland 
and  our  free  Constitution.  To  those  objects  I 
win  maEe^every  sacrifice.  Under  all  the  op* 
pressions  which  ministerial  rage  and  revenge  can 
invent,  my  steady  purj)ose  is  to  concert  with  you, 
and  other  true  friends  of  this  country,  the  most 
probable  means  of  rooting  out  the  remains  of  ar- 
bitrary power  and  Star-chamber  inquisition,  and 
of  improving  as  well  as  securing  the  generous 
plans  of  freedom,  which  were  the  boast  of  our 
ancestors,  and  I  trust  will  remain  the  noblest  in- 
heritance of  our  posterity,  the  only  genuine  cha- 
racteristic of  Englishmen.     I  have,  &c.  &c. 

John  Wilkes. 

*^  Khig'S'hench  Prison,  May^y  1768." 

Some  circumstances  had  induced  the  populace 
to  suppose  it  was  the  intention  of  (Government  to 
remove  Mr.  Wilkes  from  the  King's-bench  to  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  May  10.  Many 
idle  and  curious  |3ersons  probably  assembled  near 
the  gates  to  hill  an  hour  by  gazing  at  a  man  who 
had  excited  their  attention,  and  many  others 
doubtlessly  attended  for  riotous  and  unjustifiable 
purposes,  which  Mr.  Wilkes  or  any  real  patriot 
must  have   disapproved,    though    in    the   usual 
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blindness  of  zeal  those  puqx)ses  are  generally  di»- 
r^arded  as  unwortliy  notice  in  the  cause  of 
liberty^  when  violent  men  choose  to  espouse  her 
interest.  A  detestable  incendiaiy^  a  successful 
villain^  to  whom  I  attribute  the  mnocent  deaths 
of  those  tliat  fell  on  this  fatal  day,  pasted  certain 
doggrel  lines  on  the  prison  walls  which  were  read 
with  avidity  by  the  mob,  and  contributed  to  in- 
flame their  minds ;  they  demanded  tlie  appear- 
ance of  the  prisoner  with  shouts,  and  at  length 
several  Magistrates  and  the  military  arrived^  the 
paper  was  taken  down,  the  riot  commenced,  the 
soldiers  fired,  and  a  young  man  named  Allen  fell 
under  such  circumstances  as  occasioned  the  foU 
lowing  trial. 

^*  Summary  of  the  Trial  of  Donald  Maclane,  on 
Tuesday  last,  at  Guildford  Assizes,  for  the 
Murder  of  William  Allen,  jun.  on  the  10th  of 
May  last  in  St.  George's  Fields. 

"  Mr.  Serjeant  Leigh,  Counsel  for  the  prose- 
cution, having  o|Xined  the  trial  with  a  speech 
suitable  to  the  purpose,  proceeded  to  an  exami- 
nation of  witnesses,  and  produced  two,  one  Skid- 
more  a  discharged  marine,  and  one  Twaites  a 
country  lad,  who  had  been  about  a  fortnight  in 
]Mr.  Allen's  service  as  an  ostler.  Tliese  evidences 
swore  |X)sitively  to  the  identity  of  the  prisoner, 
and  were  the  only  people  on  the  part  of  the  pro« 
.secution,    who  declared    any  knowledge    of   his 
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person.  The  latter,  however,  differed  in  his  own 
accounts  of  the  transaction ;  and  the  testimony 
which  he  gave  before  the  Coroner  was  contra- 
dicted by  the  deposition  which  he  gave  into 
Court. 

"  The  next  witnesses,  Okins  and  Brawn,  swear 
that  they  were  in  the  cow-house  with  Mr.  Allen 
at  the  time  he  was  shot ;  and  the  latter  particu- 
larly says,  that  he  was  going  to  strike  down  the 
soldier's  musquet,  which  was  levelled  at  the  de- 
ceased, but  that  another  soldier  seeming  ready  to 
present  at  himself,  the  care  which  he  had  for  his 
own  life,  tojjother  with  his  terror  at  the  situation 
of  Mr.  Allen,  obliged  him  to  retire.     Okins  saj^ 
that  when   he  heard  the  soldier  threaten    Mr. 
Allen,  he  (Okins)  fell  down  with  an  excess  of 
apprehension ;  neither,  however,  though  so  near 
to  the  soldier,  could  swear  to  his  identity ;   and 
what  is  the  more  remarkable,  each  was  unseen 
by   the    other,    Okins    never  once  recollecting 
Brawn's  being  present,  and  Brawn  being  equally 
ignorant  of  Okins.     Several  other  witnesses  ap- 
peared for  tlie  prosecution,  but  as  they  prove  no- 
thing so  material  as  the  evidences  already  men- 
tioned, and  chiefly  tend  to  clear  up  what  is  uni- 
versally admitted,    namely,    Mr.   Allen's    being 
wholly  unconcerned  in  the  riots  of  the  day,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  tak^  any  particular  notice  of 
them. 

"The 
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"  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  being  ended, 
tlie  prisoner's  Counsel  produced  their  witnesses ; 
the  first  of  whom^  Samuel  Gillam,  Esq.  declared, 
that  on  the  10th  of  May,  having  been  previously 
applied  to  by  the  Marshal  of  the  King's  Bench 
prison  for  a  guard,  he  came  into  St.  George's 
l^lields,  where  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men, 
properly  officered,  had  been  ordered.  Here  the 
mob  were  exceedingly  riotous ;  and  Mr,  Gillam 
tells  us,  tliat  he  himself  was  several  times  struck 
with  n  variety  of  missile  articles.  A  paper  had 
been  jstuck  up  against  the  prison,  which  seemed 
the  raving  of  some  patriotic  bedlamite,  and  in 
«»ix  lines,  as  stupid  as  they  were  seditious,  talked 
about  Liberty  being  confined  with  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  desiring  all  good  Englishmen  to  pay  their 
daily  homage,  at  the  place  where  those  invaluable 
blessings  were  lodged.  This  paper  had  been 
taken  down  by  the  Constables,  a  circumstance 
which  gave  the  generous  assertors  of  Freedom  in- 
credible offence,  and  they  roared  out,  *  the  paper, 
the  pai3er,  give  us  the  paper/  Mr.  Gillam  an- 
swerefl,  tliat  if  any  person  there  would  claim  the 
property  of  tlie  paper,  it  should  be  immediately 
'restored,  and  gave  it  into  Mr.  Ponton's  hands, 
before  the  rioters,  to  keep  till  somebody  shoukl 
be  IkjUI  enough  to  make  so  particular  a  demand. 
This  enraged  the  populace  still  farther,  and  a 
Patriot  in  two  dirty  red  waistcoats,  but  without 

any 
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miy  coat,  distinguished  himself  in  throwing  stones 
at  the  Magistrates,  aiid  the  Constables  received 
orders  to  apprehend  him ;    in  this  service  tliey 
were  assisted  by  Mr.  Murray,  the  Ensign  on 
duty,  and  five  or  six  grenadiers.     Tlie  fellow  fled, 
and  was  pursued  by  the  grenadiers ;    he  escaped 
into  a  Cow-house,  and  shut  the  door  after  him, 
but  the  soldiers  continued  tiieir  jnirsuit,  and  in  a 
little  time  the  report  of  a  musquet  was  heanl ;  in 
a  few  minutes  after  thev  returned,   and   Peter 
Mac  Cloughlan,  with  an  air  of  great  concern,  and 
a  tone  of  much  distress,  informed  Mr.  Murray 
that  his  piece  had  gone  off  accidentally,  and  that 
a  man  was  killed — ^  l)auni  you,'    rqilied    Mr. 
Murray,  *  Who  gave  you  orders  to  fire  r'  ^  No- 
body,' answered  Mac  Cloughlan ;    '  it  went  off 
entirely  by  accident.*      This  circumstance  Mr. 
Gillani  deposed  he  took  particular  notice  of,  be- 
cause the  man  testified  every  natural  siijn  of  con- 
cern  and  humanity. 

"  The  Cow-house  has  thn?e  doors  or  g^tes,  one 
at  each  side,  and  another  at  one  of  the  ends.  The 
fellow  in  the  red  waistcoat  got  in  \\t  a  side  door, 
and  is  suj^^osed  to  have  escaped  the  oppo.site  way; 
just  at  this  unfortunate  crisis  young  Mr.  Allen, 
who  was  also  in  a  red  waistco;it,  entti-ed  at  the 
door  out  of  which  the  rioter  had  fled,  so  tlrat  when 
the  soldiers  opened  the  door  nearest  to  them,  they 
found  a  person  in  a  red  waistcoat,  and  this  j>er- 
son  was  shot  by  Mac  Cloughlan,  as  he  himself 
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confessed ;  but  whether  by  accident  or  design  is 
not  at  dU  necessary  to  the  present  object  of  en- 
quiry ;  the  enquiry  now  is,  whether  Mr.  Allen 
was  shot  by  Maclane,  or  whetlier  he  was  not. 

^^  Mr.  Gillam  swears  peremptorily  thatMaclane 
is  not  the  man  who  made  the  confession  alluded 
to ;  and  Corporal  Neale,  with  Serjeant  Earle,  Ser* 
jeant  Steuart,  and  several  private  men^  who  were 
that  day  in  St.  George*s-fields,  and  some  of  whom 
were  likewise  at  the  Cow-house,  in  pursuit  of  the 
rioter^  either  declare,  that  they  heard  Mac 
Cloughlan's  own  acknowledgment  of  the  hct^  or 
swear  that  Maclane  did  not  enter  the  Cow-house 
at  all.  One  of  the  private  men  particularly^  James 
Hide,  says  he  was  in  the  Cow-house  when  Mac 
Cloughlan  s  piece  went  off,  and  adds,  that  there 
was  at  that  time  nobody  in  it  but  the  deceased^ 
Mac  Cloughlan,  and  himself. 

*'  Many  of  the  military  witnesses  swear  that 
they  can  easily  tell,  by  looking  at  a  musquet^  if 
it  has  been  newly  discharged ;  and  they  express 
themselves  with  certainty,  that  Maclane's  was  not 
discharged  at  all  on  the  10th  of  May.  To  this 
they  add,  that  Mac  Cloughlan,  from  an  appre- 
hension of  consequences,  has  deserted. 

"  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  however, 
took  notice,  that  Maclane's  musquet  was  particu- 
larly examined,  and  that  he  was  even  ordered 
from  tlie  ranks,  upon  a  presumption,  as  they  ima- 
gine, that  tlie  officers  themselves  were  satisfied 

he 
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he  was  the  person  by  whom  Mr.  Allen  had  been 
killed.  But  this  circumstance  is  very  well  ac- 
counted for  on  the  other  side ;  where  several  of 
the  witnesses  prove,  that  after  the  accidental  dis- 
charge which  Mac  Cloughlan  mentions  of  hid 
piece,  and  the  unhappy  consequence,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray^ the  Ensign,  observing  Maclane's  musquet  on 
a  full  cock,  reproached  him  with  negligence,  and 
took  the  piece  out  of  his  hand  to  look  at ;  Mac- 
bne  mentioned  in  his  excuse,  that  his  flint  was 
too  large,  and  that  if  he  kept  it  upon  a  half  cock, 
he  should  lose  all  the  priming  from  his  pan. 

^^  Some  persons  seeing  the  transaction,  and 
hearing  Maclane  reproached,  concluded  he  was 
the  person  who  had  shot  Mr.  Allen ;  and  tliey 
pointed  him  out  as  a  murderer ;  the  officer,  there- 
fore, thought  it  necessary,  for  the  man's  security, 
to  remove  him  from  the  ranks;  but,  finding  him 
more  liable  to  danger  then  than  when  he  was  with 
the  corps,  he  ordered  him  to  his  former  station. 
— However,  as  he  was  positively  sworn  to,  the 
military  were  forced  to  give  him  up,  notwith- 
standing their  consciousness  of  his  innocence;  and 
Mr.  Gillam,  as  a  Magistrate,  was  obliged  to  re- 
ceive tlie  charge,  notwithstanding  he  was  so  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  Mac  Cloughlan  s  declara- 
tion. 

» 

*'  Such  was  the  general  scope  of  the  evidence 
on  this  trial;  after  whith  the  Judge  summed  up 
the  evidence,  declined  saying  much  from  him- 
self. 
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fielf^  as  the  question  did  not  turn  upon  any  difficult 
points;  tlie  Jury  withdrew^  and  in  about  an  hour 
returned  witli  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  was  all  the  time  at  the  Red  Lion 
Inn,  opposite  the  Court,  was  taken  to  town  the 
moment  the  prisoner  was  acquitted.  He  was 
only  examined  a  few  minutes  by  the  Grand  Juiy. 
He  was  brought  back  on  Tuesday  night  to  the 
King^s-bench  Prison. 

^^  The  Grand  Jury  dismissed  the  bills  against 
the  officer  and  tlie  other  soldiers. 

"  The  above  trial  began  about  half  an  hour  af- 
ter seven  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  near  nine 
hours.  The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  were, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Leigh,  Mr.  Lucas,  Mr.  Lade,  and 
Mr.  Baker;  those  for  the  prisoner  were,  Mr. 
Hervey,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Bishop,  and  Mr.  Robin- 
son." 

The  lines  alluded  to  in  the  trial  were: 

"  Let  *****  Judges,  Ministers  combine, 
And  here  great  Wilkes  and  Liberty  confine ; 
Yet  in  each  English  heart  secure  their  fame  is. 
In  spite  of  crowded  levies  at  St.  J — s's. 
Then,  while  in  prison  Envy  dooms  their  stay. 
Here  grateful  Britons  daily  homage  pay.*' 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  trace  the  effijcts 
of  tlie  several  balls  fired  upon  this  occasion ;  it  will 
be  quite  enough  to  add  that  the  innocent  alone 
suftered. 

To 
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To  conclude  the  eventful  story  of  poor  Allen ; 
his  remains  were  deposited  in  the  church*yard  of 
St.  Mary  Newington^  Surrey,  where  political 
friends  honoured  his  memory  with  a  handsome, 
if  not  a  superb  monument,  thus  inscribed : 
North  side : 

"  Sacred  to  tiie  memory  of 

William  Allen, 

An  Englishman  of  unspotted  life  and  amiable 

disposition. 
Who  was  inhumanly  murdered  near  St.  George^s- 
fields,  the  10th  day  of  May,  1768,  by  the  Scot- 
tish detachment  from  the  army.     His  disconsolate 
parents,  inhabitants  of  this  parish,   caused  this 
tomb  to  be  erected  to  an  only  son,  lost  to  them 
and  to  the  world,  in  his  20th  year,  as  a  monu- 
ment of  his  virtues  and  their  affection !" 
South  «ide: 
"  O disembody  d  Soul!  most  rudely  driven 
From  this  low  orb  (our  sinful  seat)  to  Heaven ; 
iVHile  filial  piety  can  please  the  ear, 
Th^  name  will  still  occur,  for  ever  dear : 
This  very  spot,  now  humanized,  shall  crave 
From  all  a  tear  of  pity  on  thy  grave. 
O  flow'r  of  flow'rs!  which  we  shall  see  no  more. 
No  kind  returning  Spring  can  thee  restore : 
Thy  loss  thjMiapless  countrymen  deplore." 

East  side : 
"O  earth!  cover  not  thoa  my  blood.  Jobxvi.  l8.'' 

VOL.  II.  c  W^st 
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death  of  her  beloved  broUier^  and  of  a  most  af- 
flicted mother,  who  (though  still  alive)  inces- 
santly moans  and  weeps  over  the  cruel  death  of 
the  best  of  children^  and  cannot  be  comforted. 
Your  Majesty  can  never  be  ofiended  with  your 
most  afflicted  Petitioner  for  applying  to  your 
Majesty  for  justice  against  the  cruel  murderers 
of  his  beloved  child^  whose  blood  cries  aloud  for 
vengeance. 

"  Your  Majesty's  Petitioner  has  spent  a  very 
large  sum  of  mon^y  in  the  prosecution  of  the  per- 
petrators of  this  horrid  crime ;  and  though  this 
prosecution  w^  carried  on  in  your  Majesty's 
name,  yet  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  your  Ma- 
jesty's Counsel,    Solicitor,    and  Agents  for  the 
Treasury,  were  employed  against  me,  appeared 
publicly  at  the  Assizes,  and  by  all  other  arbitrary 
acts,  rendered  every  effort  of  your  poor  Petitioner 
vain  and  insignificant,  to  the  astonishment  of'  all 
unbiassed  hearers  who  attended  that  trial.     Your 
Petitioner,  therefore,  has  no  hopes  of  justice  but 
from  your  Majesty :   he  has,  indeed,  this  conso- 
lation left,  that  he  proved  by  incontestable  evi- 
dence that  his  son  was  innocent,  and  that  he  was 
not  in  the  fields  that  fatal  day,  neither  had  he 
given  the  least  offence  to  any /person  whatsoever; 
that  he  was  employed  in  his  own  business  to  the 
very  minute  of  his  being  killed  adjoining  his 
father's  own  premises;    that  neither  his  natm^ 
temper,  nor  inoffensive  behaviour^  ever  tempted 
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to  mhc  willr  ill-^sposed  perscms  in  any  pri- 
imte  or  public  distbrbance  of  any  kind,  and  was 
80  remstfkably  harmless  and  mild,  that  he  hath 
in  these  particulars  hardly  left  his  equal ;  for  the 
troth  c£  which  facts,  your  Petitioner  appeals  to 
aU  tibat  knew  him. 

"'  *^  It  is  humbly  hoped,  your  Majesty  will  par- 
don the  length  of  this  Petition,'  laid  before  you 
by  the  most  disconsolate  father  of  a  murdered 
child,  who  now,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  a 
bleeding'  hearty  lies  prostrate  at  your  Majesty's 
feet,  meekly  and  humbly  imploring  your  com- 
passion and  justic^,  equally  due  to  the  meanest  of 
your  subjects; 

^  Yam  Petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly 
beseeches  your  Majesty,  to  take  the  premises  into 
your  royal  consideration,  and  to  issue  out  your 
procliBiation  for  iip^hending  the  perpetrators 
of  tim  horrid  critne,- which  noay  stills  be  useful, 
diDi^it'is  a  year  and  three  months  since  the 
comniission  of  this  fact,  that  they  may  be  brought 
to  ^  firir  trial,  when  your  Petitioner  will  be  ready 
to  prove  what  he  has  asserted,  or  in  any  other 
way  or  method  that  your  Majesty  in  your  great 
wisdom  and  justice  shall  think  most  proper;  and 
your  Petitioner  shall  for  ever  pray  for  the  ease, 
bappineis,  and  prosperity  of  your  Majesty's 
Royal  person  and  posterity. 

WiLLUM  Allen  * 

Exclusive 


86 

Exclusive  of  the  foregoing  attempt  to  terminate 
the  strange  infatuation  of  the  people,   a  Pro- 
clamation was  issued  in  the  ensuing  words : 
*'  George  R. 

^^  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  us,  *  tfiat 
divers  dissolute  and  disorderly  persons  have  of 
late  frequently  assembled  themselves  together  in 
a  riotous  and  unlawful  manner^  to  the  disturbance 
of  the  public  peace ;  and  particularly,  that  large 
bodies  of  Seamen,  consisting  of  several  thousands, 
have  assembled  tumultuously  upon  the  river 
Thames,  and,  under  a  pretence  of  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  wages  allowed  by  the  merchants 
and  others,  have  in  the  most  daring  manner  taken 
possession  by  violence  of  several  outward-bound 
ships  ready  to  sail,  and  by  unbending  the  sails, 
and  striking  the  yards  and  topmasts,  have  stopped 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  their  voyages  j  and 
that  these  acts  of  violence  have  been  accompanied 
with  threats  of  still  greater  outrages,  which  have 
spread  terror  and  alarm  among  those  most  likely 
to  be  immediately  affected  thereby ;  and  it  has 
been  further  represented  to  us,  that  some  of  the 
said  dissolute  and  disorderly  persons  have  auda«> 
ciously  attempted  to  deter  and  intimidate  the  civil 
Magistrates  from  doing  their  duty :  we,  having 
taken  the  same  into  our  serious  consideration, 
and  being  duly  sensible  of  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences that  may  ensue  from  the  continuance 
or  repetition  of  such  disorders,  have  thought  fit, 
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by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  -Privy-council,  to 
issue  this  our  Royal  Proclamation ;  hereby  strictly 
requiring  and  commanding  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
other  the  Justices  of  the  peace  of  our  City  of  Lon-^ 
d(m,and  also  theJusticesof  thepeaceof  ourCityand 
Liberties  of  Westminster  and  Borough  of  South- 
wark;  andof  our  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surr^^ 
Kent,  and  all  other  our  peace-ofiicers,  that  they 
do  severally  use  their  utmost  endeavours,  by 
every  legal  means  in  their  power,  effectually  to 
prevent  and  suppress  all  riots,  tumults,  and  un^* 
lawful  ftftgpmTiKgi'  ft^d  to  that  end  to  put  in  due  ^"^"^f^ 
execution  the  laws.. aod. Statutes  now  in  force  for 
preventiiig^  suppressing,  and  punishing  the  same; 
and  that  all  our  loving  subjects  be  aiding  and 
agisting  therein.  And  we  do  further  graciously 
declare,  that  the  said  Magistrates,  and  all  others 
acting  ^in  obedience  to  this  our  command,  may 
rely  on  our  Royal  protection  and  support  in  so 
doing. 

^^  Given  at  our  Court  at  St  James's  the  llth 
day  of  May,  1768,  in  the  eighth  year  of  our 
reign." 

Two  days  before  the  appearance  of  the  King's 
Proclamation  the  Lord  Mayor  had  published 
others,  which  follow : 

"  Mansion-house y  London^  May  9,  1768. 
"  Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  me 
that  great  numbers  of  young  persons,  who  appear 
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A  set  of  wretchei,  taking  advantage  of  the  ge- 
neral confusion,  adopted  a  new  method  of  depre- 
dation, by  passing  through  the  streets  in  the  cha- 
racters of  Sailors  and  Coal-heavers  in  such  num- 
bers as  to  intimidate  persons  into  complying  with 
their  demands  for  money.  It  is  but  justice,  how- 
ever, to  add,  that  the  real  Sailors  treated  them 
with  the  utmost  severity  when  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  with  them. 

The  Journeymen  Tailors  soon  after  caught  the 
combination-fever,  and  collected,  in  humble  imi- 
tation of  the  Seamen,  in  LincolnVinn-fields,  to 
proceed  with  a  petition  for  redress  of  their  ^eu^tng* 
grievances.  They  too  had  leaders,  and  to  tHose 
the  Magistrates  applied  successfully  in  dissuading 
them  from  their  purpose ;  but  unfortunately  these 
helms  of  the  vast  body  were  unable  to  swerve  the 
many-headed  monster,  and  yet  by  the  exertion 
of  a  little  address  the  Magistrates  contrived  to  pre- 
vail on  them  to  entrust  the  petition  to  a  deputation 
of  six ;  and  the  rest  dispersed. 

Although  the  Coal-heavers  and  Sailors  appear 
to  have  acted  under  the  influence  of  the  same 
cause,  an  attempt  to  obtain  an  increase  of  wages, 
they  had  become  inveterate  enemies  _befiirfi_the 
middle  of  June,  and  actually  fought  with  such 
rancour  as  to  use  swords  and  fire-arms ;  tlie  con- 
sequence of  which  was  many  wounds,  and  several 
deaths,  inflicted  by  each  party ;  and  the  news- 
papers even   assert  that   seven   soldiers    and    a 

Serjeant 


91  '-.J  '^  '^^"'    , 

Serjeant  lost  their  lives  in  attempting  to  quell  m  ^^'i'^ 
riot  in  Wapping,  when  twenty  of  the  aggressofi. 
were  killed.  *  / .  ;    i :. 

That  the  reader  may  form  a  just  estimate  of 
the  wicked  proceedings  of  some  of  those  infatuated 
wretches  the  Coal-heavers,  I  shall  introduce  an. 
abstract  of  the  trial  of  seven  of  them  for  shooting^ 
at  John  Green  on  the  21st  of  Aprii^  1768.  " 

• 

'^  Abstract  of  the  Trial  of  John  Grainger,  Daniel 
Clark,  Richard  Cornwall,  Patrick  Lynch,  Thor 
mas  Murray,  .  Peter  Flaharty ,  and  Nicholas' 
M^Cabe,  for  snooting  at  John  Green  contrary 
to  the  Statute  on  the  21st  of  April  last. 

"  John  Green,  living  at  the  bottom  of  New 
GravjeUane,  Shadwell,  deposed,  that  he  was  en^ 
ployed  as  Deputy  Agent  under  Mr.  William  Rus- 
sel,  who,  as  agent  appointed  by  Mr.  Alderman  / 
Beckford,  was  concerned  in  the  execution  of  the  | 
the  Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  Coal* 
heavers ;  that  before  this  they  were  under  the  di-J 
rection  of  Justice  Hodgson,  and  revolted  from  the 
coal-undertakers,  insisting  first  upon  sixteen-pence 
a  score,  and  then  eighteen-pence,  but  at  last 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  undertakers, 
and  would  have  their  price  under  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament ;  that  Mr.  Russel  and  the  deponent  had 
fixed  upon  an  office  at  Billingsgate  for  registering 
the  Coal-heavers,  but  none  of  them  came  there ; 
alledging  they  were  under  the  direction  of  Justice 
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house ;  they  vtent  to  Mr.  Metcaif,  a  neighbour  of 
mine^  and  threaMned  him ;  there  was  one  of  them 
that  ivas  a  pretended  friend  of  mine,  that  had  pro- 
mised,  when  he  knew  of  any  thing  against  me,  lie 
would  let  me  know ;  I  sat  up  to  guard  my  house,  and 
I  sent  my  wife  and  children  out  of  the  house ;  after 
that  I  prevailed  upon-  my  wife  to  stay  in  the  house 
upon  this  man^s  intelligence;  he  came  about 
twelve,  and  told  me  nothing  was  intended  against 
me,  that  they  had  done  their  business  the^  were 
about;  I  went  to  bed,  and  was  asleep;  I  was 
awaked  by  my  sister-in-law,  calling,  ^  Mr.  Green, 
Mr.  Green,  for  God*s  sake,  we  shall  be  mur- 
dered ;*  this  was  about  one  o'clock  on  the  Sunday 
morning ;  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  ran  into  /the 
next  room  where  my  arms  were ;  I  took  end  le« 
veiled  one,  and  said,  *  You  rascals,  if  you  do  not 
be  gone,  I  will  shoot  you  i  they  were  then 
driving  at  my  doors  and  shutters,  the  noise  wns 
terrible,  like  a  parcel  of  men  working  upon  m 
ship's  bottom ;  I  could  compare  it  to  nothing  ebe; 
I  fired  among  them ;  I  believed  I  fired  about  four- 
teen times ;  and,  when  I  had  not  any  thii^  ready 
to  fire,  I  threw  glass  bottles  upon  them;  they 
were  at  this  about  a'quarter  of  an  liour,  when  they 
all  dispersed.  On  -  the  Monday  I  went  to  Bil- 
lingsgate about  eleven;  I  saw  several  of  them 
there  who  threatened  me ;  Dunster  was  there 
also  ;  they  told  me  they  would  do  for  me  if  I  did 
not  desist  in  my  proceedings,  which  was  to  res 
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gister  such  people  as  applied;  there  were  alwajry 
some  of  the  Coal-heavers  about  Dunster,  he  talked 
of  the  advertisements  that  had  been  in  the  paper^ 
and  said  they  were  mine ;  for  he  said  Mr.  Russel 
had  told  him  he  totally  declined  having  any  thing 
to  say  in  it^  and  it  was  my  doing  only ;  I  said^ 
*  Do  not  deceive  these  men,  that  is  very  wrong  of 
you;'  I  asked  him,  if  Mr.  Russel  did  not  tell 
him  he  would  advertise  to  this  effect ;  I  began  to 
be  afraid,  and,  as  many  of  them  came  about  me, 
I  left  them. 

*^  Nothing  happened  after  till  Wednesday  night, 
that  was  the  20th,  about  seven  in  the  evening ; 
then  I  saw  a  great  many  of  these  Coal-heavers  as- 
sembling together,  about  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  from  my  house,  going  up  Gravel-lane.  I 
shut  up  as  fast  as  I  could,  and  told  my  wife  to 
get  out  of  the  house  as  fast  as  she  could  with  her 
diildren;  accordingly  she  went  away  with  the 
child  that  was  asleep  in  the  cradle ;  Gilberthorp 
was  in  the  house  drinking  a  pint  of  beer  (I  did 
not  know  his  name  then) ;  said  I,  ^  Brother  tar- 
pawling  (he  is  a  seafaring  man),  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  have  a  desperate  attack  to-night  from  what  I 
have  heard ;  will  you  stand  by  me,  and  give  me 
all  the  assistance  you  can  ?*  '  Yes,*  said  he,  *  that 
I  will.*  When  the  house  was  secured  backwards 
and  forwards,  I  went  up  stairs ;  some  stones  had 
broke  some  windows  there;  I  believe  some  of 
them  had  thrown  stones  and  run  away ;  I  heard 
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ffaem  call  out  Wilkes  and  Liberty;  I  saw  the 
iMtighbours  lighting  up  candles,  for  these  people 
shall  have  no  occasion  at  all  to  use  me  ill.  I  went 
to  the  window  and  begged  of  them  to  desist^  uul 
'said,  if  they  knew  any  thing  particular  of  me^  I 
was"  willing  to  resolve  any  thing  they  wanted  to 
know :  seeing  I  could  not  defend  myself,  I  dis- 
guised myself,  and  put  on  an  old  watch-coat  and 
a  Dutch  cap,  and  went  down  stairs  in  order  to 
get  a  Magistrate  to  come  and  prevent  my  house 
from  being  pulled  down  ;  I  had  one  Dunderdale^ 
a  shoemaker,  that  lodged  in  my  house,  he  went 
down  with  me ;  when  I  came  down  to  the  back- 
door, I  heard  them  threaten  they  would  have  me 
and  my  life ;  I  then  found  it  impossible  to  get 
out  of  the  house ;  I  ran  up  stairs  then,  fully  de- 
termined to  defend  myself  as  long  as  I  was  able : 
I  spoke  to  them  again  in  the  street  from  the  win- 
dow, and  desired  them  to  tell  me  what  I  had 
dene ;  they  called  out  in  the  street  ^  they  would 
have  me  and  hang  me  over  my  sign-post  ;*  others 
said  ^  they  would  broil  and  roast  me,'  and  words 
/  to  that  eiFect ;  stones  came  up  very  fast.  I  then 
/  took  a  brace  of  pistols  from  the  table,  and  fired 
I  tmiong  them,  loaded  with  powder  only;  after 
\  that  1  kept  firing  away  among  them  what  arms  I 
Vhad  loaded  with  bird  and  swan  shot;  they  dis- 
persed in  the  front  then  ;  I  immediately  fan 
backwards,  they  were  heaving  stones  into  the 
back  chamber  windows  ;    I  fired  from  the  back 
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chamber    windows;     I    fired    from    the     back 
chamber  windows;    after  I  had  fired  some  few 

• 

rounds  backwards,  they  desisted  from  heaving 
stones  into  the  back  part  of  the  house,  but  I  did 
not  find  they  had  left  the  place.  I  was  again 
attacked  both  in  front  and  back  part  of  the  house; 
I  fired  among  them  sometimes  from  the  front  of 
my  house,  and  sometimes  from  the  rear ;  1  ima- 
gined they  would  have  broke  into  the  house  pre- 
sently, if  I  had  not  kept  a  warm  fire  upon  them ; 
I  heard  them  call  out  several  times,  I  am  shot,  I 
am  wounded ;  still  they  said  '  they  would  have 
me,  and  do  for  me/  I  had  various  attacks  in  the 
night ;  I  saw  no  fire-arms  they  had  till  eleven  or 
twelve  in  the  night :  they  were  driving  at  the 
door  about  ten,  but  I  cannot  tell  with  what ;  I 
looked  through  the  door,  and  saw  their  hands 
moving,  driving  something  hard  against  it.  About 
twelve  they  fired  into  the  house,  both  in  the  front 
and  the  rear  ;  the  balls  struck  the  cieling  in  the 
room  where  I  was,  sometimes  close  over  my 
head ;  as  they  were  in  the  street,  and  I  in  the 
one-pair  of  stairs,  the  balls  went  into  the  cieling, 
and  dropped  down  on  the  floor ;  I  could  not  walk 
about  the  room  with  any  safety,  t  was  forced  to 
place  myself  by  the  wall  between  the  windows, 
and  sometimes  I  would  crawl  under  the  wind^  w 
to  the  next,  and  sometimes  I  stood  behind  the 
brackets ;  tlien  I  would  stand  up  and  drive  among 
them  like  dung ;  I  have  seen  their  balls  strike  the 
cieling  as  I  have  stood  under  the  cover  of  the 
VOL.  II.  H  wall. 
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wall,  and  as  I  have  been  going  to  fire,  they  have 
cbiiie  over  my  head,   and  some  lodged  in  the 
[  cieling. 

^^JDiis  firing^^Qntinued  all  thf*  night  and  all  thy 

ft^^  ji4  morning  at  diffetent  jjgriods. 

J^  i  I  **  When  I  attacked  them  backwards,  I  used  ta 
'  crawl  out  of  the  window  on  my  belly,  and  lie 
upon  the  wash-house  leads  with  my  arms ;  I  have 
heard  them  say,  "  You  that  have  arms  are  to  f^pe^ 
upon  him,  and  you  that  have  stones  are  to  heave, 
and  so  many  to  break  the  door,  and  so  many  to 
climb  the  wall/  If  they  got  up  ther^i  they  eould 
get  in  at  the  window  from  the  leads.  I  had  Gil- 
berthorp  below  to  guard  the  door,  for  part  of  the 
front  door  was  broke.  I  got  off,  I  believe,  about 
nine  in  the  morning,  when  I  had  no  more  am- 
munition  left,  only  the  charge  that  I  had  in  my 
blunderbuss,  exctji  what  was  in  the  musket,  that 
would  not  go  off;  so  I  said  to  the  men  that  were 
in  the  house,  ^  You  see  they  are  firing  from  every 
quarter,  there  is  no  help  for  me,  they  will  come 
in,  and  I  can  make  no  return  upon  them,  to 
check  their  insolence ;  the  best  way  to  make  them 
desist,  is  for  me  to  get  out  of  the  house,  you  will 
all  be  very  safe  whether  I  make  my  escape  or 
not.*  Mr.  Gilberthorp  said,  *  Do  what  you  think 
best.'  I  said,  *  They  only  want  me,  if  they  get 
me  it  is  all  over,  or  if  they  know  I  am  gone,  they 
will  desist.*  I  took  my  blunderbuss  over  my  aHh, 
and  my  drawn  hanger  in  my  hand,  and  went  out 
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of  the  back  window  upon  the  leacfe ;  I  sdw  several 
of  them  in  the  allej^  I  levelled  the  blunderbuss  at 
them,  and  said,  '  You  rascals,  be  gone,  or  I  *U 
blow  your  brains  out,  especially  you  (that  was, to 
one  under  me) ;  but  I  scorn  to  take  your  life/  He 
said,  '  Crod  bless  you,  Mr.  Green,  you  are  a  brave 
man  ;'  he  clapped  his  hand  on  his  head,  and  raa 
away.  I  went  over  into  Mr.  Mereton's  ship-yard> 
One  of  the  shipwrights  met  me;  just  as  I  jumped, 
he  said,  *  Mr.  Green,-  follow  me ;"  he  took  me  to 
a  saw-pit,  and  shewed  me  a  hole  at  the  eftd  wherci 
the  sawyers  used  to  put  their  things ;  he  said,  ^  Go 
into  that  hole,  you  will  be  safe  enough  ;*  said  Ig 
Don't  drop'  a  word  but  that  I  am  gone  over  the 
ivall ;'  I  got  iti,  lie  left  me ;  there  I  lay  till  the 
guards  came.  I  heard  the  mob  search  for  me ; 
some  said  he  is  gone  otie  way,  some  another ;  they 
<¥ere  got  iirto  the  yard,  I  heard  one  of  the  ship* 
Wrights  say  he  is  gone  over  the  wafl,  and  goo^ 
away  by  water. 

"  When  the  guards  came,  one  of  the  ship* 
eights  came  to  me,  and  desired  to  know  what  I 
should  do ;  I  said,  *  Go  and  tell  the  officer  to  draW 
his  men:  up  and  come  into  the  yard,  and  I  will 
^uiTcnder  myself  to  him.'  The  soldiers  came,  and 
I  came  out  of  the  saw-pit ;  I  had  nothing  but  my 
handkerchief  about  my  head ;  I  had  been  wounded 
between  ten  and  eleven  at  night;  I  surrendered 
myself  to  the  officer ;  Justice  Hodgson  said,  *  Mr. 
Green,  you  are  one  of  the  bravest  fellows  that 
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ever  was ;  who  do  you  intend  to  go  before,  me,  or 
Sir  John  Fielding  ?'  I  said,  I  do  not  care  who  it 
is ;'  then  said  he,  you  will  go  before  me ;  ac- 
cordingly we  went,  and  when  I  came  there  he 
committed  me  to  Newgate. — In  the  course  of 
this  evidence  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  deponent 
swore  to  the  identity  of  any  of  the  prisoners,  as^ 
engaged  in  the  act  of  firing  against,  or  otherwise 
assailing  his  house,  though  he  did  to  some  few  of 
them  threatening  him  at  Billingsgate ;  but  this 
identity  was  sworn  to  by  the  next  evidence,  George 
Crabtree,  in  the  persons  of  Cornwall,  David 
Clark  or  Clarey,  Lynch,  Flaharty,  and  Grainger, 
The  first  he  saw  fire  several  times  towards  Green's 
windows;  Clark  he  also  saw  fire  after  Green  had 
shot  his  brother;  Grainger  he  saw  heaving  a 
«tone,  or  brickbat,  at  Green's  windows,  and  L)nich 
with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  but  did  not  see  him 
fire.  Robert  Anderson  swore  to  Clark's  and 
Cornwall's  firing  several  times,  as  did  also  Andrew 
Evenerus  to  Clark's  firing.  Thomas  Cummings 
swore  to  the  same  as  committed  by  Flaharty, 
Clark,  Lynch,  Cornwall,  and  Murray,  and  he 
particularly  accused  Flaharty  of  getting  into  his 
own  house  and  firmg  out  at  his  garret  windows. 
Philip  Oram  and  William  Burgess  corroborated 
the  same  as  to  Cornwall  ;  and  the  latter  saw 
M^Cabe  and  John  Grainger  firing,  knowing  their 
persons  but  not  their  names.  M'Cabe  asked  him 
for  his  sleeve-buttons  to  load  a  piece  with  to  fire  at 
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Green,  and  moreover  exaWmed"  hifi  qaar6,;.and 
wanted  to  feel  in  his  pocket  for  sonietliirig ib^Toad;  :- '  • 
M'Cabe  also  inquired  in  the  house,  where  he  the 
deponent  lodged,  for  the  pewter  spoons  and  pots 
to  cut  tlieni  in  pieces  for  shot,  saying  he  would 
pay  for  them.  Tliere  were  several  other  evidences 
to  prove  the  identity  of  the  prisoners  as  concerned 
in  this  riot.  Some  of  the  prisoners  declared  their 
innocence  of  the  charge ;  others  said  they  were 
there  with  the  design  of  kee])ing  the  peace,  and 
preventing  the  escape  of  Green,  who  had  been 
guilty  of  murder  by  firing  out  of  his  windows. 
Several  appeared  to  their  character,  but  all  seven 
were  brought  in  guilty,  Death,  and  were  exe^ 
cuted  the  26th  of  July  pursuant  to  their  seutence.'* 
The  last  disgjraceful  act  of  this  turbulent  aera 
was  marked  with  additional  depravity:  a  set  of  ^  ,  . 
Spilail-fieya_\3^aversji  constituted  themselves  a  '  '  ' 
deliberative  body,  and  decreed  that  all  possessors 
of  looms  should  send  them  a  tax  of  four  shillings 
each.  Their  place  of  rendezvous  was  the  Dol- 
phin in  Cock-'lane,  and  their  denomination  the 
"  Gutters;'*  and,  justly  dreading  the coosequencefl 
of  their  conduct,  they  were  provided  with  swords 
and  fire-arms,  to  defend  themselves,  and  intimi- 
date those  to  whom  they  wrote.  A  Mr.  Hill  ex- 
hibited the  following  order  to  the  Magistrates  of 
Bow-street  in  October  IjGg :  "  Mr.  Hill,  you  are 
desired  to  send  the  fiill  donation  of  all  your  looms 
to  the  Dolphin  in  Cock-lane.    This  from  the 
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cpnqwfyng  ind  'h%Vi'  Defiance  to  be  levied  four 
'•. :  ": ;  rfidHrjgS />er  loom'* — and  obtained  a  summons  fqr 
the  keeper  of  the  Dolphin,  which  that  persoi^ 
disobeyed.     Officers  were  then  dispatched  to  as- 
pertain  whether  the  Cutters  had  really  assembled ; 
and  oath  having  been  made  that  they  were  sitting^ 
a  vearrant  to  search  the  house  was  issued,  and  a 
Magistrate,  several  officer^  of  the  Police,  and  a 
party  of  Soldiers,    went  to  execute  it  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  ip   the  evening.    They 
found  this  diabolical  assembly  in  full  progress,  re- 
ceiving  the  contributions  of  terrified  manufac- 
turers; and  almost  at  the  same  instant  received 
the   fire  of  the   whole  number.     A  soldier  fell 
dead,  and  the   miscreants  fled  over  the  house 
tops ;  but   four  were  a])prehended.      A  detach- 
ment of  the  guards  afterwards  did  duty  in  the 
neighbourhood,    and  had   their   quarters  in  the 
Parish-church.     This  precaution  terminated  the 
oj>erations  of  the  Cutters, 

From  I77(>till  1780,  the  inhabitants  of  Lon- 
don enjoyed  a  degree  of  tranquillity  they  must 
have  long  panted  for.  Teniporar}^  disturbances 
of  the  jxaoe  tlu'oufjh  sudden  resentment,  and  the 
riots  arising  from  inebriation,  are  too  common 
for  recital,  and  are  seldom  heard  of  beyond  the 
parish  in  which  they  occur;  but  the  effervescence 
of  June  1780  spread  like  a  torrent  through  every 
avenue  of  the  Metropolis,  and  convulsed  every 
quarter  of  the  Kingdom.     That  one  man  should 
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accomplish  «iich  a©  effect,  said  that  his 
should  have  been  intolerance  only,  where  tor 
lerance  is  one  of  the  gems  which  distinguish 
£ngland  from  all  Europe,  is  nioat  astonishii^g^ 
Our  Legislature,  acting  upon  the  long-approve^ 
«ystem  of  religious  benevolence,  would  hav# 
erased  fiom  the  Statute-books  those  restriction 
which  were  calculated  to  repress  a  powerful  encr 
my,  and  which  had  become  useless  through  tb^ 
lapse  of  time  and  the  cessation  of  hostility ;  yet, 
Protestants  objected,  and  aeted  the  part  qf 
tyrants  and  bigots  marshalled  by  a  nmdm&n. 

When  an  incendiary  seizes  upon  a  real  grievanct^ 
or  upon  the  presumed  violation  of  any  favourite 
point  with  the  pubUck,  let  the  peaceable  Citizen 
beware  how  he  hstens  to  his  interested  declar 
mations;  let  him  remember  that  his  passions 
$nay  he  excited  by  inflammatory  insinuations; 
in  short,  let  htm  remember  the  sophistry  of  Lord 
George  Gordon ;  the  errors  of  his  predecessors, 
the  cries  of  No  Popery,  the  burning  of  part  of 
London,  the  triumph  of  thieves,  the  exaction  of 
.  jaioney — realized  in  the  horrors  of  1780! 

Had  the  multitaide  collected  by  the  harangues 
of  the  miserable  man  alluded  to  possessed  indir 
vidually  a  grain  of  sense  or  reflection^  they  must 
have  disbelieved  his  monstrous  chaige,  that  the 
legislature  intended  to  encourage  or  introduce 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or^  as  he  termed  it^ 

Popery. 
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Popery.  Tlie  very  idea  is  so  ridiculous  that  I 
vhould  be  aishained  to  attempt  to  disprove  it. 

Under  every  disadvantage  which  might  rear 
sonably  liave  been  supposed  to  exist  against  the 
probability  of  raising  so  extensive  a  whirlwind  of 
civil  commotion,  the  adventurous  chief  com-r 
menced  his  operations  by  legally  opposing  the 
projected  measures;  but,  fired  by  tlie  homage 
paid  to  him,  Lord  George  Gordon  conceived  the 
vast  design  of  leading  the  whole  community  to 
tlie  doors  of  Pariiament  with  a  Petition  in  their 
van  unexampled  in  the  number  of  its  signatures. 
This  he  accomplished  ;  but,  observe  the  result : 
the  petitioners  became  dictators ;  the  friends  of 
toleration  were  insulted,  and  barely  e8caj)ed  with 
their  lives  from  a  lawless  mob  (for  to  such  had 
the  petitioncis  degenerated);  the  voice  of  the 
leader  was  drowned  in  yolls  of  No  Popny ;  and 
the  deludinl  Citizen  Htd  to  his  home,  resij;ning 
his  country  to  its  fate,  juul  trembling  with  ap- 
prehension lesl  his  late  hiends  should  involve  him 
in  the  ruin  he  contributed  to  promote. 

Let  us  now  turn  a  hasty  glance  towards  those 
dk*eadful  harpies  uho  spivad  through  Ix)n(lon, 
compelling  the  passenger  to  join  in  the  general 
exclamation  or  watch-word  of  destruction,  and  to 
wear  blue  cockailes,  or  hang  badges  at  their 
doors,  indicative  of  their  detestation  of  Popery ; 
and  see  tliem  employe<l,    unmolested,    burning 
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Roman-catholick  chapels,  the  dwellings  oF  mem- 
bers of  that  faith,  and  the  rnansions  of  some  of 
cur  most  revered  Judges  and  Legislators!  Even 
the  admired  and  venerated  Mansfield,  the  modem 
father  of  British  law,  lost  his  house,  his  valuable 
papers^  and  barely  escaped  with  life.  Invigorated 
by  tliese  scenes  of  horror,  the  ruffian  emerged 
from  his  den,  and  filled  the  place  of  the  appalled 
petitioner :  flames  spread  on  every  side,  the  prit- 
sons  were  stormed  and  burnt,  the  convicts  freed, 
and  the  metropolis  was  resigned  to  theft  and  der 
iptruction  by  the  light  of  the  various  confla- 
grations. 

After  the  intoxicated  and  wicked  plunderers 
had  rioted  in  excess  till  almost  exhausted  by  ex- 
ertion and  debauchery,  the  hitherto  nerveless  arm 
of  Government  was  raised,  troops  were  poured 
into  London,  and  the  civil  power  became  less  ter- 
rified ;  the  wretches  still  employed  in  works  of 
horrible  depravity  were  fired  upon,  many  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  numbers  were  appre- 
hended and  committed  for  trial.  Thus  London 
once  more  tasted  the  sweets  of  that  repose,  which 
would  never  have  been  interrupted,  had  not  Bi- 
gotry and  Passion  triumphed  in  breasts  where 
more  gentle  guests  ought  to  have  presided.  Many 
vagabonds  expiated  their  crimes  with  their  lives 
after  the  subsequent  trial ;  but  a  far  greater  num- 
ber were  victims  to  their  own  brutal  acts,  when 
plundering  and  drinking,  surrounded  by  fire  and 

falling  walls. 
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It  is  strange  that  I  should  be  compelled  to  re^ 
cord  such  scenes,  without  one  cheering  instance 
of  manly  exertion  on  the  side  of  order,  to  relieve 
the  odious  picture.  Why  did  not  every  thing  in 
the  shape  of  an  honest  maiiy  arm  in  the  defence 
of  their  families  ?  Why  was  it  that  every  muscle 
relaxed,  tliat  every  nerve  trembled,  in  the  hour 
of  danger  ?  This  fact  cannot  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. 

The  Riots  of  1780  should  close  tlie  article  of 
popular  tumult;  an  occurrence  so  imp(»rtant 
ought  to  be  the  last  scene  of  the  Drama :  indeed 
it  has  not  yet  been.^even  faintly  copied,  though 
much  turbulence  prevailed  in  consequence  of  the 
trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  the  meetings  of  the 
Corresponding  Societj%  the  trial  of  Hardy,  Tooke^ 
&c.  the  destruction  of  Crimping-houses;  and,  to 
complete  the  catalogue,  certain  infiained  jiartizans 
dragged  the  Monarch  from  his  coach  wlien  re- 
turning from  exercising  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant functions  of  his  great  office :  these  and  some 
other  lesser  acts  of  violence,  are  well  known  to 
have  originated  with  the  frantic  votaries  of  the 
J'Vench  i-evohition,  the  Republicans  of  Englaiid 
who  have  lived  to  see  the  great  Republick  of 
France  governed  by  an  Emperor^  and  th€r-4Sm- 
])ire  surrounded  by  Kings  created  by  tliat  Em^- 
peror ! 


w 


CHAP.  VII. 


^MUeEMBNT— tDETAIL  OF  IT$  PRINCIPAL  VARIETIES 

SINCE  1700. 

Many  pursuits  called  amusements  will  be  found 
in  this  section  which  the  Moralist  must  term 
Crimes. 

When  the  reader  has  traced  the  endeavours  of 
the  last  century  in  the  art  of  killing  time,  as 
felated  in  this  volume,  he  cannot  but  agree  witii 
me  that  a  laughing  is  better  tbapja  sullen  and  Je* 
rocious  age. 

Concerts  of  vocal  and  instrumental  musick  weris 
held  as  at  present  at  the  commencement  of  the 
century,  and  patronised  by  Ladies  of  distinction. 

"  The  great  room''  in  York-buildings  was  used 
for  this  purpose ;  and  benefits  were  appointed  for 
Mrs.  Hudson  and  Mr.  Williams^  March  2Q, 
}70Q. 

A  Con^ 
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A  Concerto  was  held  at  the  Theatre  in  Dorset- 
gardens  April  24>  1700,  with  almost  curious  ac- 
companiment, in  order  to  amuse  the  auditors  op- 
tically as  well  as  auricularly.  Joseph  Thomas, 
master  of  the  noble  science  of  defence,  had  chal- 
lenged or  been  challenged  by  a  Mr,  Jones,  who 
came  from  North  Wales,  in  order  to  decide  whose 
skill  was  superior;  after  a  trial  before  many  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  the  palm  was  assigned  to  Mr. 
Jones. 

While  the  superior  ranks  were  thus  employing 
their  leisure  hours,  the  canaille  had  their  amuse- 
ments, perhaps  not  quite  so  refined,  but  equally 
palatable  to  them.  The  following  advertisement 
will  explain  one  description  of  Jhose,  probably 
entirely  forgotten  by  the  oldest  inhabitant  now 
living:  April  27,  1700.  ^' In  Brookfield  Mar- 
ket-place, at  the  East  corner  of  Hyde-park,  is  a 
fair  to  be  kept  for  the  space  of  sixteen  days,  be- 
ginning the  first  of  May.  The  first  three  days  for 
live  Cattle  and  Leatlier,  with  tlie  same  entertain^ 
ments  as  at  Bartholomew-fair;  where  there  is 
shops  to  be  let  ready  built  for  all  manner  of  trades- 
men that  usually  keep  fairs ;  and  so  to  continue 
yearly  at  the  same  time  and  place." 

The  present  Tunbridge- wells,  or  Islington  Spa, 
was  in  full  favour  with  the  publick,  and  opened 
for  the  Summer  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  pro- 
prietors admitted  dances  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  on  Mondays  and  1  hursdays,  provided  they 
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did  not  appear  in  Masks,  for  whom%nusick  Wto 
provided.  In  this  instance,  it  may  be  worthy  of 
remark,  we  have  no  parallel  at  present ;  and  hap- 
pily none  for  the  Bear-garden  at  Hockley  in  the 
Hole^  where  thelnfamous  ^rrof  the  community 
were  entertained  with  battles  between  eminent 
professors  pf  the  art  of  fencing,  and  sometimes 
with  five  pair  of  young  men  exhibiting  together 
proofs  of  skill  and  strength. 

"  At  his  Majesty's  Bear-garden  in  Hockley  in  I 
the  Hole :  a  trial  of  skill  to  be  performed  to-mor- 
row, being  the  lOth  instant  (July  1700),  at  three 
in  the  afternoon,  between  John  Bowler  of  the 
City  of  Norwich,  and  Champion  of  Norfolk, 
Master  of  the  noble  science  of  defence,  and  Will 
of  the  West,  from  the  City  of  Salisbury,  Master 
of  the  said  science  of  defence.*' 

Tlie  trumpet,  always  a  favourite  instrument 
with  the  publick,  was  then  used  only  by  persons 
licensed  by  the  Serjeant  Trumpeter,  who  received 
upon  conviction  one  shilling  per  day  from  those 
who  performed  without  a  licence,  which  William 
Shore,  Serjeant,  assured  the  publick  should  be 
given  to  the  poor,  as  the  fines  had  been  by  his 
father,  %vhom  he  succeeded  in  the  office.  These 
instruments  are  now  used  by  persons  who  wish  to 
attract  notice  at  Puppet-shews,  Bartholomew-iair, 
&c. ;  the  amusements  peculiar  to  which  can  onlj^ 
be  caught  by  an  attentive  examination  of  the  pe-- 
rioilical  publications  of  the  day.     An  article  in 
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one  of  those,  dated  August  6,  17(10,  mentions: 
^  The  lessees  of  West-Smithfield  havmg  on  Fri- 
day last  represented  to  a  Court  of  Aidermen  at 
Guildhall,  that  it  would  be  highly  inj'urious  tor 
them  to  have  the  erection  of  all  booths  there 
totally  prohibited,  the  right  honourable  Lord 
Mayor  and  the  Court  of  Aldermen  have,  on  con- 
^deration  of  the  premises,  granted  licence  to' 
erect  some  booths  during  the  time  of  Bartholo^' 
mew-fair  now  approaching;  butfwne^ve  permitted 
ibr  Music  booths,  or  any  that  may  be  a  means  tcr 
promote  debauchery/  On  the  33d  of  the  same 
month  the  Lord  Mayor  went  on  horseback  to  pro* 
claim  the  Fair,  when  he  ordered  two  boothsr 
erected  for  the  performance  of  Musick  to  be  taken? 
down  immediately. 

An  anniversary  celebration  of  Musick  was  held 
on  St,  Cecilia's  day  at  Stationers'-hall  in  1700  by  ar 
Society  of  Gentlemen ;  but  whether  those  ama- 
teurs performed  themselves,  or  hired  performersy 
does  not  apjiear. 

Certain  persons  felt  great  dispfeasufe  at  the 
public  amusements  of  the  day ;  and  at  length 
that  displeasure  found  vent  in  the  presentment  of 
of  the  Grand  Jurv  of  Middlesex:  "We  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  do  pre- 
sent, that  the  Plays  which  are  frequently  actecf 
in  the  play-houses  in  Druiy-lane  and  Lincoln  s- 
Inn-fields  in  this  County  are  full  of  prophane, 
irreverent,  lewd^  indecent,  and  immoral  expres- 
sions^ 
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siotis,  and  tend  to  the  gfi^eat  displeasut^  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  to  the  corruption  of  the  auditory 
both  in  their  principles  and  their  practices.  We 
also  present,  that  the  common  acting  of  plays  in 
the  said  play-houses  very  much  tend  to  the  de^ 
bauching  and  ruining  the  youth  resorting  thereto^ 
and  to  the  breach  of  the  peace,  and  are  the  occa- 
sions of  many  riots,  routs,  and  disorderly  assem- 
blies, whereby  many  murders  and  other  misde-^ 
meanors  have  been  frequently  done,  and  particu- 
larly the  barbarous  murder  of  Sir  Andrew  Slan- 
ning,  which  wes  very  lately  comn^itted  as  he  came 
out  of  one  of  the  said  play-houses  ;  and  further 
that  the  common  acting  of  plays  at  the  said  play- 
houses is  a  public  nuisance.  As  also  the  Bear- 
garden in  Hockley  in  the  Hole,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  John's  Clerkenwell,  in  the  said  County,  to  be 
of  the  like  nuisance.  We  hope  this  honourable 
Court  will  use  the  most  effectual  and  speedy 
means  for  the  suppressing  thereof." 

The  iriinoroflfenders  were  noticed  as  follows,  itt 
^  The  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  sworn  for 
the  City  of  London  at  Justice-hall  in  tlie  Old 
Bailey  the  4th  day  of  June  1701,  and  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Kin|^ 
William  HL  of  England,  &c. 

"  This  honourable  Court,  having  taken  notice 
in  the  admirable  Charge  given  to  us  of  the  great 
advantages  which  this  City  hath  received  from  the 
zeal  and  industry  of  those  gentlemen  and  citizens, 
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tvho  in  and  abont  this  City  are  concerned  in  Socie- 
ties for  the  promoting  more  effectually  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Laws  against  profaneness  and  debau- 
chery, in  pursuance  to  his  Majesty's '  proclama- 
tions, and  who  have  received  the  public  approba- 
tion of  many  jjersons  in  high  stations  in  Church 
and  State:  we  the  Grand  Jur}'  of  tliis  City  do 
think  it  becomes  us  to  return  our  hearty  thanks  to 
those  worthy  persons  who  are  thus  engaged  in  So- 
cieties for  the  promoting  a  reformation  of  man- 
ners, so  absolutely  necessary  to  our  welfare ;  and 
we  hope  their  engaging  so  heartily  in  this  noble 
design  will  be  an  encouragement  to  others  to  join 
vith  them  for  the  effecting  a  more  general  reioF* 
mation* 

"  We  having  observed  the  late  boldness  of  a  sort 
of  men  that  stile  themselves  masters  of  the  noble 
science  of  defence,  passing  through  this  City,  with 
beat  of  druniSj  colours  displayed,  swords  drawn, 
with  a  numerous  coinpauy  of  people  following 
them,  dispersing  their  printed  bills,  thereby  in- 
viting persons  to  be  spectalv>rs  of  those  inhuman 
sights,  which  are  directly  contrary  to  the  practice 
and  profession  of  the  Christian  Religion,  whereby 
barbarous  principles  are  in^;til!ed  in  the  minds  of 
men  :  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  represent  tliis 
matter  to  this  honourable  Court,  that  some  effec- 
tual method  may  be  speedily  taken  to  prevent 
their  free  passage  through  the  City,  in  such  a  tu- 
multuous HKinner,  on  so  auwarrantableadesign.'^ 

**  Whereas 
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'^  Whereas  we  have  seen  a  printed  order  of  the? 
Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen  the  25th^ 
June,  1700,  to  prevent  the  great  profistheness; 
vice,  and  debauchery,  '  so  frequtetljr  used  aritf 
practised  in  Bartholomew  Fair,  by  strictly  charg-' 
ing  and  commanding  all  persons  concerned  in  the 
said  Fair,  and  in  the  sheds  and  booths  to  be' 
erected  and  built  therein,  or  places  adjacent,  that 
they  do  not  let,  set,  hire,  or  use,  any  booth,  shed/ 
stall,  or  other  erection  whatsoever,  to  be  used  or 
employed  for  interludes,  stege-plays,  comedieS)' 
gaming-places,  lotteries,  or  music  meetings*:  and' 
as  we  are  informed  the  present  Lord  Mayor  and 
Court  of  Aldermen  have  passed  another  order  to 
the  same  effect  on  the  3d  instant,  we  take  this  06-' 
rasion  to  return  our  most  hearty  thanks  for  their 

^  The  ridiculoas  tricks  mentioned  in  the  '^fttmoiui 
Dutch- woman's''  bill  of  fare  were  permitted  without, 
reprehension.  These  will  serve  to  shew  how  stationary^ 
the  entertainments  of  this  place  are :  six  companies  of 
rope-dancers  coalesced.     "You  will  see  a  wonderfur 
girl  of  ten  years  of  age  who  walks  backwards  up  the 
sloping  rope  driving  a  wheelbarrow  behind  her;  also 
you  will  see  the  great  ItaUan  Master,  who  not  only 
passes  all  that  has  yet  been  seen  upon  the  low  rope^ . 
but  he  dances  without  a  pole  upon  the  head  of  a  mast 
as  high  as  the  booth  will  permit,  and  afterwards  stands 
upon  his  head  on  the  same.     You  will  be  also  enter- 
tained  with   the  merry  conceits  of  an  Italian  scara-' 
inouch,  who  dances  on  the  rope  with  two  children  and 
a  dog  in  a  wheelbarrow,  and  a  duck  on  his  head.*' 

vol-  II.  I  religious 
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reKgious  care  and  great  zeal  in  this  matter ;  we  es*- 
teeming  a  renewing  their  former  practices  at  the 
Fair  a  continuing  one  of  the  chietest  nurseries  of 
vice  next  to  the  play-houses;  therefore  earnestly 
desire  .that  the  said  orders  may  be  most  vigorously 
prosecuted,  and  that  this  honourable  Court  would 
endeavour  that  tlxe  said  Fair  may  be  employed  to 
those  good  ends  and  purposes  it  was  at  first  de- 
signed*** 

These  Juries  omitted  noticing  a  most  barbarous 
amusement  which  prevailed  to  great  excess,  as 
will  appear  by  tlie  ensuing  advertisements  issued 
in  the  same  year :  ^^  At  the  Royal  Cockpit  on  the 
South  side  of  St.  JamesVpark,  on  Tuesday  the 
11th  of  this  instant  February,  will  b^n  a  very 
great^Cock-match;  and  will  continue  all  the  week; 
wherein  most  of  the  considerablest  Cockers  of 
England  are  concerned.  There  will  be  a  battle 
down  upon  the  Pit  every  day  precisely  at  three 
o'clock,  in  order  to  have  done  by  day-light.  Mon- 
day the  9th  instant  March  will  begin  a  great 
match  of  Cock-fighting  betwixt  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Citv  of  Westminster  and  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  City  of  London  for  six  guineas  a  battle,  and 
one  hundred  guineas  the  odd  battle,  and  the 
rhaTch  contmnes  alt  the  week,  in  Red-Lion-fields.'* 

In  the   following  April  another  match  cqm- 
menced,  to  continue  for  a  week,  at  four  guineas 
a  battle,  and  forty  guineas  the  odd  battle,  between 
the  Gentlemen  of  London,  and  those  of  Warwick- 
shire^ 
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shire,   it  the  new  Cockpit  behind  Gni/s^inn^* 
walks.  ^^ 

The  ptesentments  were,  however,  iX  some  sei*'^ 
vice,  as  the  proprietors  of  the  Bear-garden  adver- ' 
tised    subsequently    **  without   heat  of  drumr' 
Wrestling  was  exhibited  by  them,  and  the  prizes^' 
were  gloves  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence  per  pair, 
Lambeth-wells  opened  on  Easter  Mondays,  and* 
had  public  days  on  Mondays,  Thursdays,  and  Sft^ 
turdays,  with  musick  from  seven  in  the  mdming' 
till  sunset;  on  other  days  till  two.     The  price  of' 
adnfkission  was  three  pence ;  the  water  one  penny 
per  quart  to  the  affluent,  and  gratis  to  the  poor,^'' 

The  good  people  at  Bartholomew  Fair  were  en- 
tertained in  1701  by  a  Tiger,  who  had  been  taught 
to  pick  a  fowl's  feathers  from  the  body.  This  feat 
seems  to  have  roused  the  proprietors  of  the  The- 
atre in  Lincoln's-Inn-fields ;  and  they  immedi* 
ately,  "  at  the  desire  of  several  persons  of  qnality,** 
exhibited  **  that  delightful  exercise  of  vaulting  on 
the  managed  horse  according  to  the  Italian  man-* 
ner,"  after  the  play  of  tlw  Country  Wife. 

Amongst  the  variety  of  amusements  with  which 
London  has  abounded,  public  exhibitions  maybe 
fairly  included.  The  first  upon  record  within  the 
century  appears  to  have  been  certain  models  re** 
presenting  William  the  Third*s  palaces  at  Loo, 
Keswick,  and  Hunslaerdike :  those  were  shown 
in  1701  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  one,  and  from 
two  till  eight  at  night,  ^^  at  the  White  bead  near 
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Pall-Mall  fidng  the  Haymarket,  wUhin  ttoo 
doors  of  the  glass  lamps'*  The  proprietors  ele- 
gantly observe  in  their  advertisement,  that  they 
were  '^  brought  over  Istely  Jky  outlandish  men;^ 
and  that,  '^  to  render  those  diversions  altogetfier 
more  delightful  and  acceptable,  there  will  be  a 
collection  of  several  curiosities  to  be  sold  and 
raffled  for  at  the  opening,  and  likewise  every 
Monday  and  Friday  following,  those  days  being 
^pointed  die  public  raffling-days,  besides  a  great 
variety  of  rarities:  and  to  entertain  the  nobility 
and  gentry  (who^  the  undertakers  hope,  will 
countenance  them  with  the  honour  of  their  com- 
pany) there  shall  be  on  Wednesday  the  14th  in- 
stant (January)  a  concert  of  musick  by  the  best 
performers ;  and  if  all  these  diversions  please  such 
for  whom  they  are  intended,  there  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  great  additions  made/' 

However  pleasing  and  moral  tire  Stage  may  be 
at  present,  we  are  in  great  measure  indebted  to 
our  Ancestors  for  the  improvements  which  have 
taken  place.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  tlie  li- 
cence permitted  to  Dramatic  Authors  was  inde- 
cent and  infamous  in  the  extreme,  and  the  pro- 
fane and  immoral  expressions  inserted  in  many 
plays  really  rendered  the  use  of  masks  necessary 
for  those  ladies  who  possessed  the  least  delicacy 
of  sentiment. 

In  1 701-2  another  and  effectual  effort  was  made 
to  reform  this  evil,  by  a  prosecution  instituted  in 
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the  Court  of  Ring's-bench^  and  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt.  The  Jury  on  this  ooca8i<m 
found  the  players  of  Lincoln VI  nn-fields  play«^ 
house  guilty  of  uttering  impious^  lewd^  and  im^ 
moral  expressions. 

In  April  1702,  an  adverti8em€nt_  appeared  in 
the  ^Jipersj^  inviting  the  publick  to  ^ee  the  ske-*  j  ^.  ; 
ieton  of  a  Whale  thenjatgjgjcaught  in^ie  ThapMSf  (r^^  ^t^ 
which  the  proprietors  had  carefully  acraped  ami  )  ,^  ;^ 
puttogether  in  tlie  field  near  King-Street,  Bloomi^ 
bury.    They  asserted  that  one  bone  of  his  head 
weighed  40  cwt      The  price  of  admission  was 
threepence. 

This  stupendous  exhibition  accompanied  ano« 
ther  of  the  model  of  Amsterdam^  which  almost 
vied  with  it  in  size:  the  length  was  between 
twenty  and  thirty  feet,  the  breadth  twenty ;  and 
the  artist  or  artists  were  occupied  tweke  3rear8  in 
completing  it.  The  place  of  exhibition  was  BeUf 
yard,  Fleet-street. 

May  Fair  opened  this  year  with  die  usual 
splendid  entertainments,  and,  if  the  managers  of 
these  elegant  diversions  were  to  be  credited,  with 
more  than  common  eclat.  There  was  Mr.  MiU 
ler's  booth  "  over  against""  Mr.  Barnes  the  rope* 
dancer's,  where  was  ^^  presented  an  excellent  droll 
called  Crispin  and  Crispianus,  or  a  Shoemaker  a 
Prince,  with  the  best  machines,  singing,  and 
dancing  ever  yet  in  the  Fair''  This  and  other 
excellent  performances  attracted  the  lasses  and 
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lads  of  London^  whose  spirits,  exhilarated  hy  the 
seasoo  from  which  the  Fair  was  named,  met  in 
vast  numbers,  and  with  them  the  thief  and  the 
prostitute,  who,  as  usual,  did  not  permit  the  at- 
tractions of  drolls  to  divert  them  from  business : 
indeed  they  were  so  extremely  active  in  their  vo- 
cations, that  the  Magistrates  thought  proper  to 
thin  tlie  naiQber  of  die  latter  by  commitments ; 
but  in  the  ex^ution  of  this  plan  the  Constables 
were  resisted  by  a  set  of  Soldiers,  who  determined 
to  protect  the  Fair,  which  they  did  in  such  se- 
rious earnest,  that  Mr.  John  Cooper,  one  of  the 
peace-officers,  lo3t  his  life,  and  in  due  time  was 
buried  at  St  Jameses  Chureh  Westminster,  where 
a  Funeral  Sermon  was  preached  by  Josiah  Wood- 
ward, D.  D.  Minister  of  Poplar  Chapel,  before 
the  Justices,  High  Constable,  &c.  and  which  he 
published  at  their  request.  The  Observator,  a 
paper  published  twice  a  week  at  that  period,  says 
ironically  of  May  Fair ;  ^-  Oh  the  piety  of  some 
;  people  about  the  (^ueen  ;  u  ho  can  suffer  things 
of  this  nature  to  go  undiscovered  to  her  Majesty, 
and  consequently  unpunished  !  Can  any  rational 
man  imagine  that  her  Majesty  would  permit  so 
much  lewdness  as  is  committed  at  May  Fair  for 
so  many  days  together  so  near  her  Royal  Palace, 
if  she  knew  any  tiling  of  the  matter?  I  do  not 
believe  the  patent  for  that  Fair  allows  the  P;ft- 
tentees  the  liberty  of  setting  up  the  Devil's  shopSy 
and  exposing  his  merchandise  to  sale ;   wf  tvas 
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there  ever  one  Fd\r  or  Market  in  England  con-- 
stitutedfor  this  purpose.  'But  this  Tair  is  kept 
contrary  to  Law^  and  in  defiance  of  Justice ;  fof^ 
the  last  Fair,  when  the  Civil  Magistrate  came  to 
keep  the  Qu*n*8  peace  there,  one  Constable  wis 
killed,  and  three  others  wounded.**  The  marf 
who  committed  the  above  murder  escrf][)ed,  and  a . 
butcher  of  Gloucester  was  hanged  for  the  crime/ 
but  the  reaf  culprit  finally  suflfered :  and  thus  tra- 
gically ended  the  Fair  of  May  1 702.  '' 
*  Mr.  Pkwlet  had  a  great  dancing-room  neaf 
Dowgate,  Thames-street ;  hither tfie  gay  were  in- 
vited to  a  •*  Consorf  produced  by  violins,  haut- 
boys, flutes,  and  a  trumpet^  with  singing.  The 
admission  1^.  6d. 

The  following  quotation  from  the  first  number 
of  "  The  Secret  Mercury,'^  published  September  9, 
1702,  gives  a  better  idea  of  one  of  the  Drolls  or 
Interludes  of  the  day  than  any  I  have  previously 
met  with :  "  Wednesday  September  2,  having 
padlocked  my  pocJcets,  and  trimmed  myself  with 
Hudibras  from  head  to  foot^  I  set  out  about  six 
for  Bardiolomew  Fair ;  and,  having  thrown  away 
substantial  silver  for  visionary  Theatrical  enter- 
tainment, I  made  myself  ready  for  the  Farce; 
but  I  had  scarce  composed  myself  when  bolts  me 
into  the  Pit  a  bully  beau,**  &c.  &c.  "  The  cur- 
tain drew,  and  discovered  a  nation  of  beauish  ma- 
chines; their  motions  were  so  starched,  that  1 
began  to  question  whether  I  had  mistaken  myself 
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and  Dogget*8  booth  for  a  Puppet-shew-.    Aa  I  was 
debating  the  matter^  they  advanced  toward  tlie 
front  of  the  stage^  and  making  a  halt  began  a  sing- 
ing so  miserably,  that  I  was  forced  to  tnne  my 
own  whistle  in  romance  ere  my  brains  were  set 
strait  again.    All  the  secret  I  could  for  my  life 
discover  in  the   whole  grotesque  was  the  con- 
sistency or  drift  of  the  piece,  which  1  could  never 
demonstrate  to  this  hour.    At  last  all  the  childish 
parade  shrunk  off  the  stage  by  matter  and  motion, 
smd  enter  a  hohletehoy  of  a  dance,,  and  Dogget  in 
old  woman's  petticoats  and  red  waist<;oat,  as  like 
Progue  Cock  as  ever  man  saw ;    it  would  have 
made  a  Stoick  split  his  lungs,  if  he  ha4  seen  the 
temporary  harlot  sing  and  weep  both  at  once ;   a 
true  emblem  of  a  woman's  tears.     When  these 
Christmas  carols  were  over,  enter  a  wooden  horse; 
now  I  concluded  we  should  liave  the  ballad  of 
Troy-town,  but  I  was  disappointed  in  the  scene^ 
for  a  dancing-master  conies  in,  begins  a  compli- 
menting the  horse,  and  fetching  me  three  or  four 
run-bars  with  his  arm  (as  if  he  would  have  mor- 
tified the  ox  at  one  blow)  takes  a  frolick  upon  tlie 
back  of  it,  and  translates  htmself  into  cavalry. at 
one  bound :    all  1  could  clap  was  the  patience  of 
the  beast.     However,    having  played  upon  him 
about  half  a  quarter,  the  conqueror  was  pursued 
with  such  a  clangor  from  the  crusted  clutches  of 

the  mob  in  the  sixpenvy  place ^  that  for  five  mi- 
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nutes  together  I  was  tossed  on  this  dilemma,  that 
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either  a  man  had  not  five  senses,  or  I  was  no  man. 
The  stage  was  now  overrun  with  nothing  but 
Merry  Andrews  and  Pickle-herrings.  This 
Mountebank  scene  was  removed  at  last,  and  I 
was  full  of  expectation  tlie  successor  would  be 
Pills,  Pots  of  Balsam,  and  Orvietan;  but,  alasj» 
they  were  but  half  Empiricks,  and  therefore 
Exeunt  omnesS 

From  several  circumstances  it  appears  tfaat^ 
notwiidistanding  the  proclamation  and  feeble  ex- 
ertions of  the  Corporation  of  London,  these  intejp^ 
ludes  were  openly  performed  in  Smithfield :  and 
ttiat  the  Governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
actually  perpiitted  prostitutes  to  walk  the  Clois* 
ters.  One  of  the  "  Secret  Mercuries'*  has  this 
expression:  ^^Well,  1  shall  catch  you  in  the 
CloystersT  but  the  Observator  of  August  21, 
1703,  sets  the  matter  beyond  doubt :  ^^  Does  tliis 
Market  of  lewdness  tend  to  any  thing  else  but  the 
ruin  of  the  bodies,  souls,  and  estates,  of  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  City  of  London, 
who  here  meet  with  all  the  temptations  to  destruc- 
tion? Th^  lotteries  to  ruin  their  estates;  the 
drolls,  commies,  interludes,  and  farces,  to  poison 
their  mindu  wiUi  motions  of  lust;  and  in  the 
Clokters  (those  conscious ,  scenes  of  polluted 
amours)  in  the  evening  tliey  strike  the  bargain  to 
finish  their  ruin.  What  strange  medley  of  lewdr 
ness  has  that  place  not  long  sjnce  afforded! 
Lords  ^nd  ladies,   aUkrmeq    ancl   their   wivei, 
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broken  pates.  "  At  the  White  Horse  at  Bristol 
Causeway  (now  denominated  Brixton)  in  Surrey, 
three  miles  from  London  in  the  road  to  Croydon, 
will  be  a  Hat  played  for  at  Cudgels,  on  the  83d 
of  April,  1703;  the  Country  against  the  Lon- 
doners. He  that  breaks  most  heads  to  have  the 
hat;  he  that  plays  puts  in  sixpence.**  Smock«> 
races  were  run  at  this  el^nt  place  of  resort  ^^  by 
young  women  and  maids/*  to  the  utter  disgrace 
of  the  neighbouring  Magistracy. 

The  year  1 703  produced  a  new  source  of  amuse- 
ment, which  is  noticed  by  Tutchin  in  the  Obser- 
vator :  ^*  But  I  have  some  Play-house  news  to  tell 
youi  the  great  Play-house  has  calved  a  young 
one  in  Goodman's  fields,  in  the  passage  by  the 
Ship  Tavern  betwixt  Prescot  and  Chambers-street. 
Observator — It  is  in  a  very  good  place  in  Rose- 
mary-lane precinct ;  I  know  no  reason  why  the 
quality  at  both  ends  of  the  town  should  not  have 
the  same  diversions.  This  will  be  a  great  ease  to 
the  Ladies  of  Rag  Fair,  who  are  now  forced  to- 
trudge  as  far  as  Lincoln's-inn-fields  to  mix  them- 
selves with  quality.  The  mumpers  of  Knock- 
vargis  will  now  have  the  Playhouse  come  to  them, 
who  were  not  able  to  stump  it  to  the  other  end  of 
the  town  on  their  wooden  legs :  the  Does  in 
Tower-hill  Park  and  Rosemary-lane  purlieu  will 
be  foddered  nearer  home  this  winter ;  and  the 
sailors  will  have  better  entertainment  for  their 
loose  corns  than  formerly.** 

The 
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The  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex  presented  May 
Fair  in  November  1703.     And  early  in  the  en-, 
suing  year^  the  public  mind  had  been  so  influ-* 
enoed  by  the  dreadful  storm  of  November,  the 
effects  of  which  were  felt  in  eveiy  direction,  that 
prelates,    the  clergy,   authors,   and*  in  short  aU 
men  of  virtue,  joined  in  one  grand  exctamation 
against  the  obscenity,  the  immorality,  and  tha, 
blasphemy  of  the  stage,  which  its  most  ardent 
admirers  must  admit  to  have  arrived  at  such  »• 
height  as  fully  warranted  an  order  from    the 
Queen  to  restrain  it.    At  the  same  period  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  issued  a  proclamatioB^l 
forbidding  the  cruel  practice  of  throwing  at  Cocki^ 
on  Shrove  Tuesday ;  and  the  Tatier  of  ApriLl8»j 
1 709,  mentions  the  total  abolition  of*  May  Fail!, 
as  far.  as  related  to  the  exhibition  of  puppets, .  and 
similar  contemptible  traps  for  the  vulgar.  *     - 

The  Theatre  in  the  Hay  market  v^as  opened  m 
1705,  when  these  strange  and  almost  impt^us 
lines  were  pronounced  as  part  of  the  Prologuftt;'    ^ 

^^Such  was  our  Builder's  art,  that,  soon  as  nam*d^ 
This  fabricky  like  the  infant  World,  was  framM  i 
TThe  Architect  must  on  dull  order  wait. 
But  *ti8  the  Poet  oiily  can  create.  r 

In  the  good  age  of  ghostly  ignorance. 
How  did  Cathedrals  rise,  and  zeal  advance ; 
But  now  that  pious  pageantry  no  moi^ 
And  Stages  thrive  as  Churches  did  before**" 

By  Dr.  Garth.  ^ 

The 
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The  Theatre  in  Dorset  Garden  was  taken  down 
aboat  1709,  and  the  site  immediately  afterwards 
converted  into  a  wood-yard  and  saw^^pit. 

Firing  at  marks  formed  part  of  the  amuse* 
ment  of  a  certain  class  of  people  in  1709;  and 
prizes  were  offered  of  various  descriptions,  partis 
cularly  one  at  Islington  of  a  ,pair  of  doe-skin 
breeches  worth  3/,  The  terras  for  tlie  privilege 
of  firing  were  a  subscription  of  one  shilling  each 
by  sixty  men, 

A  most  tragical  occurrence  happened  in  Sep- 
tember 1709,  at  that  polite  place  of  resort  the 
Bear-garden  at  Hockley  in  the  Hole.  Christo- 
jrfier  Preston,  keeper  of  the  Garden,  had  taught 
his  Bears  every  thing  but  forgiveness  of  injuries  ; 
and  this  he  experienced,  at  an  unguarded  mo- 
ihent^  by  an  attack  from  one,  who  not  only 
killed,  but  almost  devoured  him,  before  his  frienda 
were  awai'e  of  the  fact. 

In  1710  the  publick  were  offered  an  exhibition 
somediing  similar  to  the  modern  moving  picture 
at  Vauxhall ;  it  was  shown  for  six]x;nce  and  a 
shilling  opposte  Cecil-street  in  the  Strand,  and 
representtd  ships  sailing  out  of  port,  a'  coach 
passing  over  a  bridge  leading  to  a  city,  a  cart 
drawn  by  two  horses  with  a  woman  in  it,  and 
many  other  things. 

Matches  at  Cricket  were  played  for  many  years 
onl'ues<lays,  I'iiursdays,  and  Saturdays^  at  the  Duke 
of  Ormond's  head  near  Lamb's  Conduit-fields. 

The 
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The  Tatler  of.  April  25,  17 10,  advertises  a 
Pastoral  Mask  to  be  performed  at  York-buildings 
on  the  27th,  composed  by  Mr.  Clayton,  and  for 
his  benefit,  who  is  there  said  to  have  introduced 
the  Italian  Opera  into  England. 

Mr.  Winstanley  had  a  ^'  ff  "later  Theatre^  dis- 
tinguished by  a  fVindmill  on  the  summit  in  Pic- 
cadilly near  Hyde-park,  "  wherein  was  shewn  the 
greatest  curiosities  in  water- works,  the  like  being 
never  performed  by  any."  The  hours  of  exhi- 
bition were  from  five  to  six  o'clock  every  evening 
in  June  and  July  1710,  for  his  widow's  benefit. 
This  gentleman  had  a  house  at  Littlebury,  Essex, 
where  some  experiments  in  Hydraulicks  were  ex- 
hibited for  money. 

The  following  notice  was  issued  in  August, 
"  that  a  Gold  Ring  is  to  be  danced  for  on  the  3 1st 
instant,  and  a  Hat  to  be  played  for  at  skittles  the 
next  day  following,  at  the  Green-gate  in  Gray  s 
walks,  near  Lambeth-welU." 

The  Bowling-green  and  Cockpit  behind  Gray's- 
Inn  garden  were  advertised  for  sale  or  to  be  let  ia 
1710 ;  but,  though  thepublick  seem  thus  to  ha\'e 
lost  one  place  of  resort.  Punch's  Opera,  under  thq 
direction  of  Powell,  was  opened  at  the  same 
time  at  the  end  of  Lichfield-street,  where  tfie 
prices  of  admission  were,  boxes  2s.  pit  1^.  ga'- 
lery.6rf.  This  exhibition  must  have  been  some- 
thing like  the  modem  Fantoccini ;  the  figures 
were   dressed    in    cl^aracter ;     and    one  of  the ' 
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performances  was    "  The  History  of  chaste  'Su- 
sannah/ 

A  new  Cockpit  and  Bowling-green  were  opened 
in  March  17 11,  behind  Gray Vinn  gardens;  the 
Gentlemen  of  Essex  against  all  Britain^  at  ten 
guineas  a  battle,  and  500  the  odd  battle. 

That  the  reader  may  not  be  bewildered  by  my 
conjectures  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  entertain- 
ment described  in  the  following  advertisement,  I 
shall  transcribe  it  verbatim  from  the  original 
Spectator,  No.  46 :  "  Mr.  Penkethman*8  (I  sup- 
pose the  actor  of  that  time,  1711)  wonderful  in- 
vention called  The  Pantheon,  or  the  Temple  of 
the  Heathen  Gods,  the  work  of  several  years  and 
great  expence,  is  now  perfected ;  being  7.  most 
surprising  and  magnificent  machine,  consisting  of 
five  several  curious  pictures,  the  painting  and 
contrivance  whereof  is  beyond  expression  admi- 
rable: the  figures,  which  are  above  an  hundred, 
and  move  their  heads,  legs,  arms,  and  fingers  so 
exactly  to  what  they  perform,  and  setting  one 
foot  before  another  like  living  creiltures,  that  it 
justly  deserves  to  be  esteemed  the  greatest  wonder 
of.  the  age.  To  be  seen  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  ten  at  night,  in  the  Little  Piazzas,  Covent- 
garden.  in  the  same  house  where  Punch's  Opera 
is,  price  1^.  6cL,   Lv.,  and  the  lowest  6d'^ 

The  room  in  Sjjring-garden  now  used  as  a  Toy- 
shop, and  for  various  exhibitions,  was  a  Mas- 
querade-room  in   1711 ;   which  amusement  was 
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nffori^f  for; half  a  guinea  per  ticket,  and  a  kom- 
cert  included.  No  person  admitted  unmasked  or 
armed. 

St«  .  George's^Selds  abounded  with  gardens, 
where  the  lower  classes  met  to  drink  and  smoke 
tobacco ;  but  those  were  not  their  only  amase^ 
ments.  Mr.  Shanks  near  Lambeth-marsh  con- 
trived to  assemble  his  customers  in  171 1  with  a 
grinning  match.  The  prize  was  a  gold-laoed 
hat,  and  the  competitors  were  exhilarated  bf 
musick  and  dancing:  the  hour  of  exhibitioH 
twelve  at  noon,  and  the  admission  6d.  At  six 
o'clock  the  same.  And  every  evening  anotiier 
portion  of  the  same  class  were  delighted  with 
contortions  of  a  different  description,  which  ha(| 
however  the  sanction  of  antiquity ;  posture-masten 
are  represented  in  the  illuminations  of  very  antienl 
MSS.  and  in  attitudes  described  in  the  following 
advertisement :  "  At  tlie  Duke  of  Marlborough^^sM 
head  in  Fleet-street,  in  the  great  room  is  to  be 
seen  the  famous  Posture-master  of  Europe,  wlio 
far  exceeds  the  deceased  posture-masters  Clarkd 
and  Higgins ;  he  extends  his  body  into  all  de- 
formed shapes,  makes  bis  hip  and  shoulder-bonea 
meet  together,  lays  his  head  upon  the  ground, 
and  turns  his  body  round  twice  or  thrice  without 
stirring  his  face  from  the  place ;  stands  upon  one 
leg,  and  extends  the  other  in-  a  perpendicular 
line  half  a  yard  above  his  head,  and  extends  hitf 
body  from,  a  table  with  his  head  a  li^t  below  his 

VOL.  II.  K  heels^ 
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« 

heels,  having  nothing  to  balance  his  body  fmt  kit 
feet;  with  several  other  postures  too  tediouato 
mention.'' 

Queen  Anne  was  prevailed  upon  in  I71I  to 
issue  her  proclamation  to  the  ensuing  {mrpori : 
"  Whereas  we  are  informed  that  the  orders  we 
have  already  given  for  the  reformation  of  the 
Stage,  by  not  permitting  any  thing  to  be  acted 
contrary  to  Religion  or  good  manners,  have  in 
great  measure  had  the  good  effect  we  proppsad ;- 
and  being  further  desirous  to  reform  all  other  in- 
decencies and  disorders  of  the  Stage :  Our  will  and 
pleasure  therefore  is,  and  we  do  hereby  strictly 
command,  that  no  person,  of  what  quality  soever, 
presume  to  stand  behind  the  scenes,  or  come 
upon  the  Stage,  either  before  or  during  the  acting 
of  any  Opera  or  Play ;  and  that  no  person  come 
into  either  of  our  houses  for  Opera  or  Comedy 
without  paying  first  the  established  prices  for  their 
respective  places.  All  which  orders  we  strictly  com- 
mand the  managers  of  both  our  Opera  and  Comedy 
to  see  exactly  observed  and  obeyed ;  and  if  any 
persons  whatsoever  shall  disobey  this  our  known 
pleasure  and  command,  we  shall  proceed  against 
them  as  contemners  of  our  Royal  authority,,  and 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace.**     Gazette,  Nam. 

15,  17H- 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  above  year  that 

the  Spectator  first  noticed  the  Ti^nk^-maher^  a 

person  who  appears  to  have  possessed  great  critical 

knowledge 
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knowledge  in  theatrical  affairs,  which  he  evinced 
by  violent  blows  aimed  at  the  benches  and 
wainscot  of  the  upper-galleiy ;  in  short,  according 
to  the  accounts  of  that  valuable  paper,  his  judicious 
manner  of  bestowing  approbation  with  his  stick 
soon  made  him  a  popular  leader  in  criticism,  and 
the  arbitrator  of  applause* 

The  tradesmen  who  furnished  the  several  ma-' 
terials  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  Opera 
in  the  Haymarket  17 10,  supported  by  a  subscrip- 
tion from  the  Nobility,  &c.  were  not  paid  their 
several  demands  by  December  1 7 1 1 ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  advertised  an  intended  ge- 
neral meeting  to  concert  measures  for  petitioning 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  or  commencing  law-^uits 
against  the  Manager,  who  peremptorily  refused 
payment,  although  the  articles  obtained  were  in 
constant  use. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  at  the 
same  time:  ^^  Mr.  Rich  and  others  having  peti- 
tioned her  Majesty  i^ainst  an  order  for  silencing 
of  acting  Plays,  Operas,  &c.  under  the  patents 
granted  by  King  Charles  II.  and  touching  a 
forcible  entry  made  by  Mr.  Collier  into  the 
Theatre  Royal ;  the  matters  of  which  having  been 
referred  to  her  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor* 
general  to  examine;  it  is  said  they  have  made 
their  report  of  the  &cts,  and  of  the  right  of  Mr. 
Rich  and  other  petitioners  under  the  Patentt 
being  a  franchise  in  fee ;   and  that  speedy  i^li« 
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cation  will  be  made  to  her  Majesty  in  Council  to 
determine  the  same.  The  Town  seems  verv  de- 
sirous to  have  two  companies,  to  emulate  one  the 
other,  and  create  more  variety  of  theatrical  di- 
versions without  raising  the  price  " 

Almost    immediately  after    Messrs.    Clayton, 
Haym,  and  Dieupait,  prevailed  upon  the  Authors 
of  the  Spectator  to   insert   the  ensuing  notice, 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  had  in 
some  degree  baffled  their  own  designs  in  intro- 
ducing the  Italian  Opera :   "  Mr.  Spectator,  You 
will  forgive  us  professors  of  musick,  if  we  make  a 
second  application  to  you,  in  order  to  promote 
our  design  of  exhibiting  entertafnments  of  mu- 
sick  in  York-buildings.     It  is  industriously  insi- 
nuated, that  our  intention  is  to  destroy  Operas  in 
general ;  but  we  beg  of  you  to  insert  this  plain 
explanation    of  ourselves  in   your  paj^er.      Our 
purpose  is  only  to  improve  our  circumstances  by 
improving  the  art  wliich  we  profess  ;    we  see  it 
utterly  destroyed  at  present,  and  as  we  were  the 
persons  who  introduced  Operas,  we  think   it  a 
groundless    imputation    that  we  should    set    up 
against  the  Oj)era  in  itself:    what  we  pretend  to 
assert  is,  that  the  songs  of  different  authors  inju- 
diciously put  together,   and  a  foreign  tone  and 
manner  which  are  expected  in  every  thing  now 
performed  amongst  us,  has  put  musick  itself  to  a 
stand;  insomuch  that  the  ears  of  the  people  can- 
notjhotv  be  entertained  with  any  thing  but  what 
«  has 
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has  an  impertinent  gaiety  without  ahy  just  spirtti 
er  a  languishment  of  notes  without  any  passion 
or  common  sense.  We  hope  thoae  persons  of 
sense  and  quality  who  have  done  us  the  honour  tp 
subscribe  will  not  be  ashamed  of  their  patronage 
towards  us ;  and  not  receive  impressions  that  pa* 
tronising  us  is  being  for  or  against  theOpera^ 
but  truly  promoting,  their  own  diversions  .in  a 
more' just  and  elegant  manner  than  has  been  hit 
therto  performed."    . 

There  was  an  established  Cockpit  in  Prescotr 
street,  Goodman  Vfields,  17 12:  there  the  Gentk? 
men  of  the  East  entertained  themselves^  white 
the  Nobles  and  others  of  the  West  were  enter? 
taiued  by  the  edifying  exhibition  of  the  agility  oC 
their  running  footmen.  His  Grace  of  Grafton 
declared  his  man  was  mirivaled  in  speed ;  and 
the  Lord  Cholmondeley  betted  him  500  guineas 
that  his  excelled  even  the  unrivaled :  accordingly 
the  ground  was  prepared  for  a  two-mile  heat  ia 
Hyde-park ;  the  race  was  run,  and  one  of  the 
parties  urns  victor ,  but  which  my  informant  does 
not  say. 

In  the  same  month  a  curious  Brass  Gun  was 
advertised  to  be  shot  for  at  Hoxton :  it  was  in  the 
shape  of  a  walking-cane,  and  might  be  used  as 
gun  or  pistd,  contained  a  telescope,  a  dial  on  the 
head,  and  a  perpetual  almanack. 

The  Spectator,  No.  43^9  enables  us  to  form  a 
eoirect  idea  of  the  brutal  sports  of  the  Bear- 
garden— 
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garden«-the  Theati^  for  the  double  exhibition  of 
natural  brutes  and  the  degeneracy  of  human  na« 
ture.  The  ridiculouft  movementi  of  the  bear  ap* 
pear  to  have  been  too  innocent  an  amusement  for 
the  populace ;  they  therefore  gave  place  to  pugi- 
lism and  fighting  with  swords :  the  latter  divert 
sums  were  certainly  countenanced  by  the  customs 
of  the  Antients ;  but  the  tyranny  of  their  govern* 
ment  and  the  ferocious  nature  of  their  people  were 
palliatives  that  Englishmen  could  not  plead. 
Their  emperors  and  senates  erected  stupendous 
amphitheatres  for  public  games ;  youths  were  tu<* 
tored  from  iniancy  for  gladiators^  and  slaves  fought 
for  the  entertainment  of  their  masters  ;  the  popu« 
lace  were  used  to  see  gashes^  bloody  and  death, 
nay  to  see  criminals  rot  in  their  streets ;  and  the 
males  hardened  female  feelings  by  their  military 
plunder  of  and  cruelty  to  the  surrounding  nations. 
But  the  British  populace  knew  not  of  those  hor« 
rible  proceedings  ;  and  most  probably  Miller  and 
Buck  were  ignorant  that  a  Roman  state  ever  ex- 
isted. We  therefore  cannot  but  be  surprised,  that 
so  many  years  were  suffered  to  elapse  before  the 
vigilance  of  the  Magistracy  was  roused  to  suppress 
the  hateful  wickedness  of  a  few  miscreants  who 
had  it  in  their  power  to  attract  men  around  a 
stage  to  view  their  fellow-citizens  endeavouring  to 
maim  each  other ;  but,  however  disgusting  the 
recollection  that  such  things  have  been,  we  must 
rt?joice  tliat  no  Serjeant  now  dare  offer,  QT  Human 

Butcher 
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Butcher  receive^  a  challenge  similar  to  the  fol^ 
lowing: 

^'  I  James  Miller,  serjeanC  (lately  come  from 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal),  master  of  the  noble 
science  of  defence,  hearing  in  most  places  where 
I  have  been  of  the  great  lame  6f  Timothy  Buck  of 
London,  master  of  the  said  science,  do  invite  him 
to  meet  me,  and  exercise  at  the  several  weapont 
following :  back-aword,  sword  and  dagger,  sword 
and  buckler,  single  fidchon,  case  of  falchons^ 
quarternitaff/' 

The  author  of  the  above  paper  declares  he  wit* 
nessed  the  combi^  the  challenge  occasioned ;  and 
I  sbaM  endeavour  to  shew  it  to  the  reader  in  its 
true  cok>urs,  divested  of  that  ronumtic  and  chi- 
Yalric  air  with  which  it  is  glossed  in  the  paper  al* 
luded  to.  Two  drummers^  whose  bodies  were 
disfigured  by  the  wounds  they  had  received  in  haU 
tie,  preeeded  the  challenger,  a  stout  athletic  man 
with  a  blue  ribband  tied  round  his  right  arm,  ao* 
companied  by  a  fiell  demon,  a  second  or  friend,  one 
who  is  described  as  bearing  in  his  breast  that  ma- 
lice which  darted  amongst  the  crowd  through  his 
organs  of  sight,  the  crowd  whose  eagerness  had 
arisen  to  frenzy ;  keen  expectation  marked  their 
features  and  convulsed  their  limbs,  motion  im- 
pelled motion,  the  stout  overwhelmed  the  weak, 
^e  tallest  the  short,  impatience  and  anger 
prompted  removals,  and  instantly  a  grand  trans- 
fer of  places  ensued :  the  spectators  rushed  from 

the 
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tlht  gallery  into  the  area,  and  from  the  area  into 
the  gallery;  and  confusion   reigned  triumphant 
till  Buck  appeared,  when  all  was  bushed.     Now 
obierve  the  picture:  the  combatants,  stripped  to 
their  shirts,  shake  hands  to  show  that  they  kill 
each  other  in  good  willy  and  prepare  to  injure  and 
defend.   .  Turn  to  the  .spectators,  examine  their 
breasts,  what  is  the  result? — Hdunanity?  Pity? 
Fsar }  Horror  ?     No :  those  passions  would  have 
rendered  the  Bear-garden  desdate*    The  painter 
finds  but  one  dreadful  chaos,  a  compound  of  fea« 
tures  eaqn^essive  of  eagerness,  partiality^  and  hope ; 
riot  that  Miller  or  Buck  may  escape' injiiry,  but 
that  Buck  may  conquer  Miller,  or  Mfller  Buck^ 
Mark  the  issue:  Miller  has  received  *  a*  dreadfiit 
cut  in  the  forehead,  and  his  eyes  stream  with 
blood.     Who  leaps,  upon  the  stage  to  staunch  it, 
or  part  the  fiends  ? — no  one.  What  then  succeeds  ? 
—a  yell  of  satisfaction^  a  huzza  froin  the  crowd. 
But,  not  to  dwell  on  this  horrible  scene,  a  gash 
on  Miller  s  left  leg  terminated  the  combat.  *^  The 
wound  was  exposed  to  the  view  of  all  who  could 
delight  in  it,  and  sewed  up  on  the  stage.*'    One 
solitary  female  shed  tears  for  Miller,  and  hid  her 
face ;  but,  my  author  seems  to  hint,  her  humanity 
was  selfish. 

A  far  more  innocent  amusement  was  announced 
directly  after  the  battle,  in  No.  533.  Mr.  Clinch 
of  Barnet  entertained  the  publick  at  the  Queen's- 
arms  tavern^  Ludgate-hill,  for  one  shilling  each, 

by 
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by  imitations  with  his  voice  of  the  Flute,  double 
Cartel,  the  Organ  with  three  voices,  the  Horn, 
Huntsman,  and  Pack  of  Hounds,  the  Bells, 
&c.  &c. 

Dawks's  News-letter  of  April  2,  17 13,  has  the 
following  article :  "  Yesterday  a  trial  of  skill  was 
fought  at  the  Bear-garden  between  Henry  Cle- 
ments and  Parks  of  Coventry,  where  there  was 
good  sporty  hacking  and  hewing.  It  is  thought 
they 'got  50/.  apiece,  the  French  ambassador  being 
there,  and  giving  them  money  very  liberally ^^ 
Soon  after  three  bouts  "  at  threshing  flair  were 
announced ;  and  a  flourish  of  "  no  cut,  no  bout/ 
A  Renter's  share  in  Drury-lane  Theatre  was  ad- 
vertised for  sale  Juae  1714  (a  36th)  the  terms 
170/.  for  23  years:  fe\  per  night  for  acting  days, 
and  free  admission. 

The  Weekly  Packet  of  Nov.  6  says,  "  Christo- 
pher Rich,  Esq.  the  patentee  of  the  Playhouse, 
and  a  great  encourager  of  poetical  performances, 
died  two  days  since  without  seeing-  his  new  Thea- 
tre in  Lincoln's-inn-flelds  perfected,  which  is  left 
to  tlie  care,  with  other  legacies,  of  his  eldest  son 
Mr.  John  Rich.**  Tlie  same  paj>er  adds,  Nov.  13, 
that  Mr.  Rich,  driven  from  the  Theati-e  of  Drury 
la^ie  by  his  rebellious  subjects,  was  buried  at  St. 
Andrew's  Holborn  from  his  house  adjoining  the 
King's  I'heatre,  accompanied  by  several  of  tliose 
Iftho  had  resisted  his  authority  when  living. 

And 
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And  in  the  publication  of  December  l8^  is  the 
following  paragraph :  "  This  day  the  new  Play- 
house in  Lincoln Vinn-fields  is  to  be  opened^  and 
a  comedy  acted  there  called  The  Recruiting  Offi- 
cer by  the  company  that  act  under  the  patent^ 
though  it  is  said  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  left  the  house  in  Drury-lane  for  that  sendee 
are  ordered  to  return  to  theif  colours,  upon  pain 
of  not  exercising  their  lungs  elsewhere ;  which 
may  in  time  prove  of  ill  service  to  the  patentee^ 
that  has  been  at  vast  expence  to  make  his  Theatre 
as  convenient  for  the  reception  of  an  audience  as 
any  one  can  possibly  be." 

The  King  and  his  Family  were  either  really  or 
politically  partial  to  Drury-lane,  in  preference  to 
the  Italian  Opera;  and  visited  the  former  fre- 
quently. 

The  King's  licence  under  the  great  seal  was 
granted,  in  January  17 15,  to  Richard  Steele,  Esq. 
to  form  and  keep  a  company  of  Comedians,  to  be 
styled  "  The  Royal  Company  of  Comedians.'* 

The  Evening  Post  of  March  19,  1715,  an- 
tiounced,  "  On  Monday  next  the  21st  of  March 
the  Bowling-green  at  Mary-le-bon  will  be  opened, 
by  order  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry." 

The  Weekly  Packet  of  June  25,  17 15,  shews 
in  few  words  the  extravagant  patronage  bestowed 
on  the  Italian  actors  at  that  time :  **  Seignior  Ni- 
colini's  quail  pipe  continues  to  lug  the  nobility 

and 
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and  gentry  by  the  ears,  who  have  gone  very  &roii 
his  last  benefit  night  towards  equipping  him  for 
another  purchase  at  Venice,  he  having  already 
built  a  stately  edifice  there  near  the  Rialto,  upon 
which  is  written,  in  characters  of  gold,  Filla 
Britannica,  as  a  testimony  that  Scaliger's  saying 
that  we  are  haspitibusferi  is  a  downright  untruth, 
and  &lsely  imputed  to  our  Nation.** 

George  L  seems  to  have  been  partial  to  aquatic 
excursions.  On  the  22d  of  August,  I715,  the 
King,  Prince,  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  a  mi* 
merous  par^  of  Nobility,  went  with  musick  cq 
board  their  barges  from  Whitehall  to  Limehouse. 
When  they  returned  in  the  evening,  the  captains 
of  the  shipping  suspended  lanterns  in  their 
rigging,  and  the  houses  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
were  illuminated ;  an  incredible  number  of  boats 
filled  with  spectators  attended  the  Royal  party, 
and  cannon  were  continually  fired  during  the  day 
and  evening,  This  amusement  is  repeatedly  no- 
ticed in  the  papers. 

Several  years  elapsed  without  tlie  least  notice 
of '  Bartholomew  Fair ;  but  Dawks^s  News-letter 
of  August  27, 1715,  mentions,  "  On  Wednesday 
Bartholomew  Fair  began,  to  which  we  hear  the 
greatest  number  of  black  cattle  was  brought  that 
ever  was  known.  It  seems  there  is  not  a  public 
licence  for  booths  and  plays  as  formerly;  but 
there  is, one  great  play-house  erected  in  the  middle 
pf  Smithfield  fpr  the  King's  players  (as  they  are 

called.) 
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called).  The  booth  is  the  largest  that  ever  was 
built,  and  abundance  of  puppet^-shews  and  other 
shews  are  set  out  in  the  houses  round  Smithfield^ 
and  public  raffling  and  gaming  in  the  Cloisters  (of 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital),  so  that  the  Riir  is 
almost  as  much  resorted  to  as  formerly .'* 

I  have  hitherto  described  the  amusements  of  the 

Londoners  on  terra  Jirtna ;  the  frost  of  1715-1C 

enables  me  to  shew  how  they  gamboled  on  the 

Thames  when  frozen.    The  following  advertise* 

laent  leads  the  way :  "  This  is  to  give  notice  to 

gentlemen  and  others  that  pass  upon  the  Thames 

during  this  frost,  that  oyer  against  Whitehall- 

stairs,  they  may  have  their  names  printed,  fit  to 

p^ste  in  any  book  to  hand  down  the  memory  of 

the  season  to  posterity.  » 

You  that  walk  there,  and  do  design  to  tell 

Your  Children's  children  what  this  year  befel. 

Go  print  your  names,  and  take  a  dram  vrithin ; 

For  such  a  year  as  this  has  seldom  been." 

Dawks's  News-letter  of  Jan.    14  says,  *^  Tlie 

Thames  seems  now  a  solid  rock  of  ice;  and  booths 

for  the  sale  of  brandy,  wine,  ale,  and  other  exhi* 

larating  liquors,  have  been  fixed  there  for  some 

time.     But  now  it  is  in  a  manner  like  a  town: 

thousands  of  people  cross  it,  and  with  wonder 

view  the  mountainous  heaps  of  water  that  now 

lie  congealed  into   ice.     On   Thursday    a  great 

Cook's-shop  was  erected  there,   and  gentlemen 

went  as  frequently  to  dine  as  at  any  ordinary.  Over 

against 
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against  Westminster,    Whitehall,    and  White- 
friars,   printing-presfees  are  kept  upon  the  ice,. 
where  many  persons  have  their  names  printed,  to 
transmit  the  wonders  of    the  season    to    their 
posterit}'/' 

Coaches,  Waggons,  Carts,  &c.  are  said  to  have 
been  driven  over  it ;  and  an  Enthusiast  preached 
to  a  motley  congregation  on  the  mighty  water$y 
with  a  zeal  fiery  enough  to  have  thawed  himself 
through  the  ice,  had  it  been  susceptible  of  reli- 
gious warmth.  This  and  other  diversions  attracted 
the  attention  of  many  of  the  Nobility,  and  even 
tempted  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  visit  Frost  Fair^ 
On  that  day  there  was  an  uncommonly  high 
spring  tide,  which  overflowed  the  cellars  on  the 
borders  of  the  River,  and  raised  the  ice  full  four- 
teen feet  without  interrupting  the  people  from 
their  pursuits. 

The  Protestant  Packet  of  this  period  observe^ 
that  the  Theatres  were  almost  deserted. 

The  News-letter  of  February  1 5  announces  tii€ 
dissolution  of  the  ice,  and  with  it  the  "  baseless 
fabrick"  f.n  which  Monius  had  held  his  tem- 
porary reign.  The  above  paper  enables  me  to 
conclude  this  article,  as  I  began  it,  vnXh  a  scrap 
of  doggrel : 

"  Thou  beauteous  river  Thames,  whose  stand- 
ing tide 
Equals  the  glory  of  thy  flowing  pride, 

The 
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The  City,  nay  the  World's  transfcrrM  to  thte, 

Fix'd  as  the  land,  and  ndier  than  the  sea. 

The  various  metals  Nature  can  produce^ 

Or  Art  improve  for  ornament  or  use, 

From  the  Earth's  deepest  bowels  brought  are 

made 
To  shine  on  thee,  and  carry  on  the  trade« 
Here  Guilleaum,  fam'd  for  making  silver  pass 
Through  various  forms 

And  Sparks  as  fam*d  for  brass. 
There's  T— — >  'tween  God  and  gold  who  ne'er 

stood  neuter. 
And  trusty  Nicholson,  who  lives  by  pewter; 
Wrote  o'er  their  doors  having  affix'd  their  namer > 
We  under-writ  removed  to  the  Thames, 
Who  on  the  slippery  substance  seek  their  food, 
Some  miles  together  for  the  common  good. 
Here  healing  Port-wine,  and  there  Rhenish  flows. 
Here  Bohea-tea,  and  there  Tobacco  gi*au^. 
In  one  place  you  may  meet  good  Cheshire  cheese. 
And  in  another  whitest  Brentford  peas  ; 
Here   is  King  George's  picture,     there  Queen 

Anne*s, 
Now  nut-brown  ale  in  cups  and  then  in  canns  ; 
One  sells  an  Oxford  dram  as  good  as  can  be. 
Another  offers  General  Peper  s  brandy. 
See !  there's  the  Mall,  and  in  that  little  hut 
The  best  Geneva  's  sold,  and  love  to  boot. 
See  there  a  sleek  Venetian  envoy  walks ; 
See  here  an  Alderman  more  proudly  stalks. 

Behold 
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Behold  the  French  Ambassador,  that  *s  he ; 
And  this  is  the  honest  Sire  and  Captain  Leigh. 
Here  is  St.  Jameses  street,  yonder  the  Strand : 
In  this  place  Bowyer  plies ;  that's  Lintof s  stand/' 

The  Societies  of  the  two  Temples  gave  grand 
entertainments  at  their  Halls  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  many  of  the  Nobility  in  February;  but 
the  most  remarkable  accompaniment  to  these 
convivial  meetings  was  the  representation  of 
the  comedy  of  The  Chances^  performed  within 
the  greater  Hall  by  the  Comedians  of  Drury-lane 
Theatre. 

The  present  representatives  of  the  Societies  will 
forgive  my  transition  from  their  elegant  amuse- 
ments to  those  of  a  Bear-garden,  ^^  the  back-side 
of  Soho-square,**  where  the  proprietors  had  an 
amphitheatre  of  three  gradations ;  the  lowest  of 
which  let  at  2s.  6d.  for  each  seat,  the  next  5^. 
and  the  third  10.y.  6d.  There,  "  at  the  desire  of 
several  persons  of  Quality,"  a  Leopard,  twelve 
feet  in  length,  was  advertised  to  be  baite^  to 
death  on  the  24th  of  March ;  and  gentlemen  who 
chose  to  risk  their  dogs  were  permitted  to  assist 
in  the  destruction  of  this  monstrous  animal, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  first  so  used 
within  the  century.  Tlie  Leo]>ard  was  shewn 
with  other  beasts  in  a  room  ^'at  the  boarded- 
bouse,  Mary-la-bon-fields."  We  will  leave  the 
"  Quality"  in  full  enjoyment  of  their  classical  en- 
tertainment; and  follow  another  description  of 

citizens 
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citizens  to  Wanstcad,  where  a  female  had  long 
resided,  ivho  annually  attracted  notice  by  the  foF- 
lovvingadvertisement,  in  which  she  then  mentioned 
her  age  for  the  first  time :  "  Tliis  is  to  give  notice 
to  all  my  honoured  masters  and  ladies,  and  the 
rest  of  my  loving  friends,  that  my  lady  Butterfield 
gives  a  challenge  to  ride  a  horse,  to  leap  a  horse, 
or  run  on  foot,  or  halloo,  with  any  woman  in 
England  seven  years  younger,  but  not  a  day  older, 
because  I  woiHt  undervalue  myself,  being  now  74. 
years  of  age.  My  Feast  v,  ill  be  the  last  Wednes- 
day of  this  montli,  April,  where  there  will  be 
good  entertainment  for  that  day  and  all  the  year 
after  in  Wanstead  in  Essex.'* 

From  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  we  subse-^ 
quently  find  the  Bcjarded  House  at  Mary-le-bon 
to  have  been  used  as  a  Theatre  for  Pugilism. 

Th(&  Prince  of  Wales  frequently  visited  the 
Theatre  during  his  father's  first  absence  in  Ger- 
many. The  visit  of  Thursday  night  the  6th  of 
December,  1716,  appears  to  have  been  a  danger- 
ous one,  and  very  similar  to  that  of  his  successor 
George  III.  in  May  1799  ;  and,  what  is  more  re- 
markable, Drnry-laue  was  the  place  selected  for  a 
Royal  assassination  twice  within  a  century.  A 
Mr.  Freonvui  attempted  to  enter  a  box  facing  the 
Prince's  in  a  very  coarse  dress,  which  excited  sus- 
picion of  the  Box-keeper,  w  ho,  v»  ith  the  assistance 
of  a  centinel,  disc^^vered  a  j)ist()l  under  his  coat; 
this  ho  immediately   discharged   at  the  Soldier, 

and 


1^ 

* 

^nd  wounded  him  i^  the  ne^k;  but  befor^  he 
could  accomplish  &rther  mischief  th^  P^pl^ 
knocked  him  down^  and^  searching  his  P^r^^ji^ 
ibund  other  loaded  pistols.  These  circumst^QC^^ 
led  to  farther  enquiries,  when  it  was  ibund  thatj 
he  had  a  servant  in  waiting  with  a  horse  at  the 
door  of  the  Theatre.  It  is  observed  in  th^  papers 
which  relate  this  of^currence,  tliat  ^e  Prino^ 
evinced  no  signs  of  agitation,  thpugh  there  ^as 
f  v^ry  reason  to  suppose  the  assassin  aim^d  at  hi^ 
life ;  and  i«  this  particular  he  has  l^eeii  ^ipulfi^ 
by  his  present  Majesty  undjjr  ioq^  tryi^  ^\^Wr^ 
stances. 

Mr.  Fteeman  comiqitted  horrid  outrsigef  sp^$ 
time  after  his  commitment  to  Ney^^^,  wi^i^h  he 
fcommenced  l^y  a  prete^ided  q^HW?t  J^i^  ^  WPir^aj^ 
occasionally  admitted  to  hi^  $$jl-    TWP  of  tl^ 
keepers  proceeding  to  the  spot  found  Fre^u^an  with- 
out the  door,  who  immediately  sta^bc4  Mr.  ^ussel} 
in  the  breast  with  a  rusty  for)c  hje  had  held  in  his 
hand  behind  him,  and  then  returned  to  h}s  roomu 
shutting  the  door,  which  h^  P?fM^  t9  op^n.    J^ 
guard  of  Soldiers  was  cgUed  by  Mr.  Smith,  wh^ 
endeavoured  to  forc^  it  opf  n ;  ^n^  ^  i^ii^ortunate 
man  introducing  his  hand.  Freeman,  who  wa;^ 
upon  the  watch,  almost  severed  it  with  a  knife 
from  the  wrist.    They  then  threatened  to  fir^ 
through  the  door:  this  alarmed  him,   and  h^ 
opened  it ;  but  the  Soldiers  n^e(  with  a  fi^rc^  re* 
sistance  ^nat^^^^  ^fici^  \^f  fip^he  ao- 
V91..  II.  b  tually 
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tually  overpowered  two  ere  he  was  mastered  and 
conveyed  to  the  condemned  hole.  It  is  singular 
that  during  this  contest  he  had  planned  tne  firing 
of  Newgate;  and  his  handkerchief  was  found 
burning  within  his  hat  in  a  convenient  part  of  tlie 
room  for  communication.  Freeman  was  aftefl 
wards  tried  at  Kingston  for  the  murder  of  a 
Trooper,  ai)d  acauitted  as  a  lunatic. 

Moorfields  was  occasionally  used  by  Showmen 
and  Merry-andre\vs  as  their  Theatre.  The  Act 
of  the  12th  of  Queen  Anije  was  aimed  at  the  sup- 
pression of  these  low  amusements.  The  proprietors 
of  them,  fearful  of  the  penalties  annexed,  endea- 
voured to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Justice  Fuller  to  li- 
cense them  in  April  1717,  but  in  vain.  Finding 
this  worthy  Magistrate  obdurate,  they  ventured 
to  begin  their  operations ;  which  he  was  no  sooner 
arqiijiinted  with,  than  he  assembled  thirty  consta- 
bles, and  issued  his  warrant,  supported  by  the 
signature  of  Mr.  Rand  for  their  aj)prehension. 
When  the  IIi<;h  Coiistable  and  his  posse  pro- 
ceeded to  Windmill-hill,  they  found  it  occupied 
by  Messrs.  Saunders  and  Margaret,  two  Middle- 
sex Justices,  who  forbade  the  execution  of  the 
warrant,  and  declared  tliey  would  protect  the 
Showmen.  The  intrepid  Fuller,  conscious  of 
his  own  rectitude,  commanded  the  arrest  of  the 
principals,  which  was  promptly  obeyed ;  and 
when  conveyed  to  his  residence  at  Clerkenwell, 
he  cc  mmitted  them  to  the  House  of  Correction, 

where 


14/ 

where  they  had  been  but  a  few  hours,  when  three 
other  upright  Magistrates  set  them  at  Hberty. 

The  next  occurrence  under  this  head  seems  per- 
fectly in  unison  with  the  preceding  articles :  the 
proprietors  of  the  Boarded  House  Soho  advertised 
a  savage  entertainment  for  the  21st  of  May,  1717, 
which  required  the  support  of  such  Magistrates 
as  Margaret  and  Saunders,  and  such  spectators  as 
Freeman.  They  had,  during  the  period  between 
the  baiting  of  the  Leopard  and  May  21,  refined 
upon  cruelty  to  the  very  acmej  and  were  ready  to 
exhibit  an  African  Tiger  on  a  stage  four  feet  high 
worried  by  six  hull  and  bear  dogs,  for  lOO/. ;  a 
mad  bull,  and  a  bear,  both  covered  with  fire* 
works ;  and,*  lest  those  pleasant  spectacles  should 
fail  to  amuse,  six  young  men  were  to  play  at 
blunts ;  in  other  words  he  that  broke  most  heads 
obtained  a  hat.  The  miscreants  had  even  the  au- 
dacity to  conclude  their  detestable  advertisement 
with  «  Hvat  Rexr 

Tottenham  Court-road  was  another  place  of  re- 
sort for  the  lower  orders  of  society ;  and  their 
successors  even  now  presume  at  Easter  and  Whit- 
suntide to  set  order  and  magistracy  at  defiance. 
**  Information  having  been  given  upon  oath  to  di- 
vers of  his  Majest3r's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  that  several  lewd  and  dis- 
orderly persons,  and  players  of  interludes,  had 
erected  booths  and  sheds  at  Tottenhaip-Court  ii) 

h  9  ihe 
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the  County  of  Middlesex  aforesaid,  wherein  were 
Used  a  great  deal  of  prophane  cursing  and  swearing, 
together  with  many  lewd  and  blasphemous  ex* 
piBssioas,  as  sdso  several  rude,  riotousi  and  diaor* 
4erly  actions  committed ;  eleven  of  his  Msyesty'a 
Justices,  having  duly  considered  the  evil  tendency 
of  auch  wicked  and  abominable  practices,  for  sup* 
pression  thereof,  and  for  preventing  the  like  for 
the  future,  granted  a  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  dated  the  10th  instant,  for  the  appre* 
bension  of  several  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
imuiagement  of  the  said  interludes,  which  hath 
aince  been  put  in  execution,  and  the  same  have 
been  suppressed  accordingly,  and  the  said  bootha 
imd  sbeds  pulled  down  and  taken  aw«iy  *.** 

On  Friday  evening  September  13  several  Con-* 
stables  visited  Southwaik,  and  particularly  Pen^ 
kethman's  booth,  whom  they  apprehended,  with 
others  of  his  company^  ju«t  as  they  had  concluded 
a  play,  and  in  the  presence  of  near  150  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  seated  on  the  stage.  They  were 
€bon  hbemted,  on  making  it  appear  that  they  were 
the  King's  servants.  The  Prince  visited  this 
booth. 

In  the  same  month  Mr.  Rich  assigned  hia 
patent  granted  by  Charles  II.  and  his  right  in  th^ 
New  Theatre,     Lincoln's-iun-fields,   to  Messrs* 

*  Flyiag  Post,  August  22,  1717. 
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Keene  and  Bullock,  who  oommeneed  their  wign 
with  the  performance  of 'Cymbeline. 

One  of  the  amusements  of  1718  was  4he  ju|*f 
gling  exhibition  of  a  fire-eater,  whose  name  waii 
De  Hightrehight,  a  native  of  the  vdlejr  of  Anttivi 
in  the  Alps.  This  tremendous  person  ate  fauiKH' 
ing  coals,  diewed  flaming  brimstone  ^xui  sfcalf' 
lowed  it,  licked  a  ted^hot  poker,  placed  a 
red-hot  heater  on  his  tongue,  kindled  cofilt 
on  his  tongue,  auffered  them  to  be  Uowiv 
and  brailed  meat  on  them,  ate  meHed  pitah^- 
brimstone,  bees-wax,  sealing  wax,  and  icmu;!, 
with  a  spoon ;  and,  to  comf^te  the  business,  \m 
performed  aU  these  impossibilities  five  times  pn^ 
diem,  at  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  iaead  in 
Fleet-0treet  for  the  trifling  receipts  ef  29.  &d. 
Is.  6d.  and  1^.  Master  Hightrehight  had  dieiia^ 
nour  of  exhibiting  before  Lewis  XIV.  the  £mpe« 
ror  of  Germany,  the  King  of  Sicily,  the  Dc^  of 
Venice,  and  an  infinite  number  of  ^neea  mad 
nobles— and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  wiio  had  nearljf 
lost  this  inconceivdble  pleasure  by  the  emrious 
intef^sttion  of  the  Inqnisitioii  1^  Bofegfta  and  m 
Piedmont,  whi<^h  holy  office  seemed  indiijifid  t» 
try  their  $mde  of  burning  on  his  iodgfy  loKrfqg 
to  him  the  care  of  resisting  die  fiMoea  epd  mei^ 
dering  them  harmless ;  but  he  was  preserved  fe>m 
the  unwelcome  ^ivdeal  by  t;he  interfeafiMe  ef  the 
Duldiess  Royal  Regeat^f  Sasoy  and  the  Masquit 
Bentivoglia. 

The 
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1  The  following  psn^raph  occdn  in  the  Weekly 
Journal  of  March  15^  1718;  from  which  an  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  aodiences  at  Sadler^s  Wells 
abcmt  diat  period :  *^  Sadler's  Wells  being  lately 
cipened,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  great  resort  of  stroll- 
ing damsels^  half-pay  officers,  peripatetic  trades- 
men, tars,  butchers,  and  others  that  are  musi- 
cally inclined,**  ,who  had  an  opportuni^  this  year 
of  gratifying  tiieir  cunosity  at  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough's head,  by  listening  to  sentences  in  Ger- 
man, French,  and  English^  pronounced  by  a 
Speaking  Dog  in  sounds  so  correctly  articulate, 
as  to  deceive  a  person  who  did  not  see  him  into 
the  belief  that  the  vox  humana  was  actually  in  use 
at  the  moment  Penkethman  exhibited  at  his 
booth  in  Southwark  several  dancing  dogs  imported 
from  France. 

A  person  who  was  called  the  Grimace  Spaniard 
induced  the  proprietors  of  the  Boarded  House  to 
advertise  his  intention  of  fighting  bulls  with  darts, 
and  to  kill  one  with  his  sword  after  the  Spanish 
manner.  The  man  attempted  the  feat;  but  whe- 
ther he  was  unskilful,  or  John  Bull,  the  British 
beast,  was  too  spirited,  it  is  certain  he  completely 
billed ;  and  retired  with  the  disappointed  clamour 
of  the  populace  thundering  in  his  ears. 
:  A  Royal  Academy  of  Musick  was  established 
by  letters  patent  in  1 7 19 ;  and  the  Directors  were 
:concerned  in  the  management  of  the  Opera,  for 

which 


which  Mr.  Handel  visited  the  CantiHent  to  obtain 
perfarmers. 

The  close  of  tli^  same  year  presented  the  eighth 
wOEuier  of  the  world  to  the  Londoners,  as  Mr.  Dc 
Lepine,  the  inventor,  had  the  vanity  to  call  it- 
This  was  .a  qfiachine,  moved  by  springs  and 
wheels,. impelling  figures  to  advance  on ^ stage, 
where  they  performed  a  pantomimic  opera,  aided 
by;  the  usual  changes  of  scenes,  musick,  ^&c.  &c^ 

The  patent  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  dated  October 
18,  1714,  by  which  that  gentleman,  Robert 
Wilks,  Colley  Cibber,  Thomas  Doggett,  and 
Barton  Booth,  had  authority  to  establish  a  com- 
pany of  Comedians,  received  a  violent  attack  in 
January  172O;  when,  through  the  intrigues  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  King  was  induced  to 
revoke  his  Royal  licence,  and  to  command  their 
silence  at  Drury-lane  Theatre.  This  proceeding 
was  violently  resented  by  Sir  Richard ;  who  vented 
his  anger  in  very  severe  terms  against  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  in  a  periodical  paper,  intituled,  "  The 
Theatrcj,"*  and  the  Ring  now  and  then  received 
a  slight  rub. 

At  the  very  instant  a  company  of  French  come- 
dians arrived  in  England,  encouraged  by  advan- 
tageous offers  and  a  large  subscription.  Whe- 
ther the  above  prohibition  had  any  reference  to 
such  arrival  does  not  appear ;  but  that  the  King 
was  partial  to  their  performances  is  very  certain, 
and  he  frequently  saw  them  act. 

The 
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iThie  EotiSoh  Jbnmnl  of  Mardb  *$,  17M^  9a3rs : 
^^  Yesterday  moniing  the  King^s  company  of  Co- 
ibtedians  belonging  \o  the  Playhotise  m  Dniry-* 
)kne  tvere  sworn  at  the  Loiid  Chamberlain^a  office 
ait  Vrhitehall^  pursuant  to  an  orcter^  occasioned 
^  their  acting  in  ob^ience  to  His  Majest/s  li- 
(ience,  latiely  granted,  exclusive  of  a  patent  for- 
inierly  olAained  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  knight. 
The  tenor  of  the  oath  was,  that  as  his  Majesty^s 
MrVfcnts  Ihey  should  act  subservient  to  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Vice  Chamberlain,  and  Gentlemati 
iJsiher  in  waiting." 

The  company  of  the  New  Theatre  in  LincoInV 
ihn-fields  was  dissolved  in  July  1720,  and  the 
Iiouse  seized  in  execution  for  debt. 

The  feshionables  of  1720  derived  one  of  their 
iaitaiusement^  from  a  most  magnificent  marriage 
celebrated  between  a  Jew  and  a  Jewess  of  great 
respectability  named  Comele.  Part  of  the  cere* 
mony  was  held  at  Leathersellers  Hall,  which  they 
hired  for  six  days.  These  spirited  Israelites  went 
in  procession  on  the  Sabbath  after  their  marriage 
to  the  Synagogues,  preceded  by  two  men  strew- 
ing flowers  and  herbs,  and  followed  by  a  great 
number  of  nobility  and  their  friends,  all  on  fbot, 
as  the  Law  of  Moses  forbids  the  use  of  carriages 
or  horses  on  that  holy  day ;  but,  as  John  Bull  did 
not  enter  into  the  spirit  of  these  rites  correctly, 
Master  Cornele  thought  it  useful  to  provide  a 
guard  of  grenadiers,  who  served  to  render  the 
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pageant  splendid^  and  the  persons  who  composed 
it  safe. 

At  the  Hall  the  happy  pair  were  seated  undet 
a  canopy,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  congra- 
tulations of  their  visitors  ;  those  they  returned  by 
entertainments  of  musick,  dancing,  and  every 
description  of  rich  viands,  presenting  them  besides 
with  silver  fevours  elegantly  ornamented  with  the 
motto,  "  This  is  God's  command^  inscribed 
above  their  effigies  joining  hands.  -  The  more 
humble  guests  had  streams  of  wine  poured  froiti 
the  mouth  and  breasts  of  the  old  Mermaid^  which 
till  recently  fronted  the  Hall  door. 

The  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket  appears  to  have 
been  re-erected  by  John  Potter,  who  leased  the 
KingVhead  inn  of  John  and  Thomas  Moor  at  a, 
fine  of  200/.  in  1720.  On  this  site  he  erected  the 
Theatre  for  lOOO/.  and  expended  500/.  on  scenes^ 
dresses,  &c.  It  was  finished  December  1,  1730^ 
and  appropriated  to  the  company  of  French  Co- 
medians, who  arrived  in  that  month  from  Faris« 
Their  opening  was  some  time  in  January ;  on  the 
31st  they  acted,  by  desire  of  several  ladies  of  the 
first  quaKty,  Le  Tartilffe  and  Le  Tombeau  ifc 
Maitre  Andti  with  dances.  The  prices  were, 
boxes  4^.  pit  2s.  6d.  and  gallery  Is.  €d. 

A  riot  which  happened  in  Lincoln Vinn^fields 
Theatre  in  March  1721  occasioned  the  custom, 
still  retained,  of  having  a  serjeant  and  twelve  meh 
stationed  round  the  house  during  the  performance. 

Wells, 
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Wells^  who  Iiad  left  the  old  Bear-garden  at 
Hockley  in  the  Hole^  and  established  that  at  Mary- 
le-bon,  died  in  1721.     Dan  Singleton  composed 
the  following  ludicrous  epitaph  on  the  occasion : 
•    '*  Shed,  O  ye  combatants^  a  flood  of  tears ; 
.Howl,  all  ye  dogs ;  roar,  all  ye  bulls  and  bears  1. 
Ye  butchers,  weep !  for  ye,  no  doubt,  are  grievers^ 
And    sound    his    loss  with   marrow-bones    and 

cleavers. 
Wells  is  no  more !     Yet  death  has  been  so  kind 
That  he  hatli  left  the  bulls  and  bears  behind.^^ 

One  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day  says :  "  By 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Wells,  the  original  Bear-gar- 
den in  Hockley  in  tlie  Hole  is  now  likely  to  be 
thronged,  especially  since  all  the  old  gamesters 
are  resolved  to  bait  every  Monday  and  Thursday; 
and  the  gladiators  have  promised  frequently  to  try 
their  skill  there  ;  the  brutes  to  box;  the  furmity 
and  hasty-pudding  eaters  to  cobble  down  their 
hot  guttage  at  Madam  Preston's,  and  at  no  other 
place/* 

The  French  Comedians  appear  to  have  met  witli 
little  encouragement  at  the  Ilaymarket.  Aaron 
Hill  announced  himself  manager  and  director  of 
a  new  company  formed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  had  never  before  appeared  on  any  stage,  with 
the  aid  of  scenery  quite  novel  and  upon  an  im- 
proved plan.  He  ojjened  with  his  own  play  of 
"  Henry  the  Fifth"  in  December  17:^1. 

The  prognostick  relating  to  the  Bear-garden  in 

a  pre- 
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a  preceding  paragraph  seems  to  have  been 
alized  in  June  17:22  by  the  following  extract  from 
the  London  Journal:  ^^  Boxing  in  pubhc  at  the 
Bear-garden  is  what  has  lately  obtained  very  niuch 
among  the.  men ;  but  till  last  week  we  never 
heard  of  women  being  engaged  that  way,  when 
two  of  the  feminine  gender  appeared  for  the  first 
time  on  the  llieatre  of  War  at  Hockley  in  the 
Hole,  and  maintained  the  battle  with  great  valour 
for  a  long  time,  to  the  no  small  satisfaction  of  the 
spectators.  The  challenge  and  answer  of  these 
females  "being  originals,  we  give  them  to  our 
readers: 

*'  I  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  of  Clerkenwell, 
having  had  some  words  with  Hannah  Hyfield, 
and  requiring  satisfaction,  do  invite  her  to  meet 
me  on  the  Stage,  and  box  with  me  for  three  gui- 
neas, each  woman  holding  half  a  crown  in  eacli 
hand,  and  the  first  woman  that  drops  her  money 
to  lose  the  battle.  .     ! 

"  I  Hannah  Hyfield,  of  Newgate-market,  hear- 
ing of  the  resoluteness  of  Elizabeth.  Wilkinson, 

will  not  fail, willing,  to  give  her  more  blqws 

than  words,  desiring  home  blows,  and  from  her 
no  favour.** 

Their  liabits  on  this  occasion  were  close  jackets, 
short  petticoats,  Holland  drawers,  white  stockings^ 
and  pumps. 

The  Opera  of  1723  was  supported  by  tlie 'in- 
troduction of  a  lady  from  Italy,  of  great  musical 

celebrity, 
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celebrity^  named  CutTfifhi.  She  rong  in  private 
for  the  amusement  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  to  their  great  satisfaction,  previous  to  her 
a|raearancc  in  publick.  Her  engagement  was  at 
fhe^roormous  salary  of  2000/.  per  seasmi^  pre- 
saming  on  her  future  success ;  nor  were  fhe  mar 
nagers  disappointed,  for  they  were  enabled  on  the 
second  evening  of  her  performance  to  demand  and 
receive  four  guineas  each  ticket.  An  excellent 
epigram  was  made  upon  this  lady  immediateljr 
after  her  first  appearance : 

^  If  Orpheus*  notes  could  woods  and  rocks  ihk 
spire. 
And  make  dull  rivers  listen  to  his  lyre; 
Cutzona's  voice  can  with  far  greater  skill 
Rouse  death  to  life,  and  what  is  living  kill.** 

She  received  an  incredible  number  of  rich  pre- 
sents, which  would  have  been  extremely  well,  if 
other  sums  equal  to  those  employed  in  their  pur- 
chase had  flowed  in  a  stream  at  all  correspondent 
towards  the  meritorious  performers  of  the  English 
Stage,  who  languished  in  comparative  penury; 
while  the  managers  profited,  and  exhibited  them 
in  a  way  which  occasioned  the  following  just  cen- 
sure from  a  contemporary  :  *^  When  we  come  to 
consider  the  decoration  of  the  Stage  at  present, 
we  shall  sometimes  find  it  magnificent  and  well 
ordered.  In  this  I  include  the  h:ibits  of  the  cha- 
racters or  persons  of  the  drama,  in  which  the  pro- 
priety is  not  near  so  well  observed  as  in  the 
/  scenery ; 
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Bcenery ;  for  we  shall  often  see  a  shabby  Kiii^ 
surrounded  by  a  party  of  his  guards^  every  mau 
of  which  belongs  to  the  ragged  regiment.  One 
would  think  that  the  managers  of  the  Theatre 
were  republicans  in  their  principles,  and  they  did 
this  on  purpose  to  bring  monarchy  into  contempt; 
for  it  is  certain  that  Duncan  King  of  Scotland  has 
pot  had  a  new  habit  for  this  last  century ;  and  the 
mighty  Julius  Caesar  first  Emperor  of  Rome  ap* 
pears  as  ragged  as  a  colt,  and  many  other  Mo* 
narchs  I  could  name  that  are  no  better  dressed 
than  heathen  philosophers.  The  reason  is,  that 
you  will  find  those  parts  are  not  played  by  any  of 
the  three  managers ;  and  it  is  their  awkward  va* 
uity  to  appear  fine  themselves  though  never  so 
much  out  of  character;  so  that  when  you  go 
to  see  a  play  there  in  new  habits,  it  is  not  the 
King,  the  Prince,  or  the  General,  but  Cibber  or 
B-  you  are  to  see  well  dressed.'* 

One  of  the  entertainments  for  which  the 
Opera-house  was  used  in  1723  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex,  whose  present- 
ment follows:  "Whereas  there  has  been  lately 
published  a  proposal  for  six  Ridotto's  or  Balls  to 
be  managed  by  subscription  at  the  King's  Theatre 
in  the  Haymarket ;  we  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  sworn  to  enquire  for  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King  and  the  body  of  this 
County,  conceiving  the  same  to  be  wicked  and 
illegal  practices,  and  which^  if  not  timely  sup* 

pressed^ 
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pressed,  may  promote  debauchery,  lewdness^  and 
ill  conversation ;  from  a  just  abhorrence  therefore 
of  such  sort  of  assemblies,  which  we  apprehend 
are  contrary  to  law  and  good  manners,  and  give 
great  offence  to  His  Majesty's  good  and  virtuous 
subjects ;  we  do  present  the  same,  and  recom- 
mend them  to  be  prosecuted  and  suppressed  as 
common  nuisances  to  the  publick,  as  nurseries  <rf 
lewdness,  extravagance,  and  immorality,  and  also 
a  reproach  and  scandal  to  civil  government." 
This  presentment  had  no  effect  whatever. 

The  Theatre  in  Lincoln's-inn-fields  seems  en- 
titled to  the  exclusive  honour  of  introducing  Har- 
lequinades to  the  publick.  The  manager  is  men- 
tioned in  1723  to  have  been  particularly  success- 
fiil ;  so  much  so  as  to  have  excited  the  envy  of 
his  brethren  of  Drury-lane,  who  determined 
either  to  ridicule,  or  eclipse  him,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  piece  called  *^  Blind  Man's  Buff,  sup- 
ported by  the  freaks  of  eight  Harlequins.**  My 
author  uf  the  Weekly  Journal  adds  :  "  The  thinir 
was  so  ridiculous,  there  was  no  musick  to  be 
heard  but  hissing.'* 

A  Footman's  gallery  is  mentioned  at  the  Opera- 
house  in  the  papers  of  this  date,  with  the  addition 
that  its  frequenters  were  so  insolent  and  noisy  that 
threats  of  shuttincj  it  were  circulated. 

The  Cock-pit  and  Bowling-green  before-men- 
tioned, bark  of  Gray's  Inn  gardens,  was  let  on  a 
building  lease  in  1723. 

In 
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In  the  month  of  December  an  entertainment  or 
pantomimic  performance  was  produced  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-inn-fields,  founded  on  the 
old  story  of  Dr,  Faustus,  written  by  Mr.  Thur- 
mond, with  musick  by  Monsieur  Galliard.  The 
publications  of  the  day  take  such  repeated  notice 
of  it,  and  appear  to  think  it  so  very  wonderful,  I 
shall  venture  to  give  the  story  verbatim  from  the 
Universal  Journal  of  December  1 1 . 

"  At  the  drawing  of  the  curtain,  Dr.  Faustus's 
ctudy  is  discovered ;  tiie  Doctor  enters,  pricks  his 
finger,  and  with  the  blood  signs  a  contract;  it 
thunders ;  and  a  Devil,  riding  on  a  fiery  dragon^ 
flies  swiftly  "cross  the  stage :  the  Devil  alights,  re- 
ceives the  contract,  and  embraces  Dr.  Faustus^ 
delivers  him  a  wand,  and  vanishes.  Two  Coun- 
trymen and  women  enter  to  be  told  their  fortunes; 
the  Doctor  waves  his  wand,  and  four  pictures  turn 
out  of  the  scenes  opposite  to  these  country  people, 
representing  a  Judge,  a  Soldier,  a  dressed  Lady, 
and  a  Lady  in  a  riding  habit :  Dr.  Faustus,  by 
his  action,  shews  them  they  are  to  be  what  is  re- 
presented in  those  pictures.  The  scene  changes, 
and  discovers  the  outside  of  a  handsome  house ; 
the  two  men  and  women  enter,  as  returning 
home ;  as  they  are  going  off  the  Doctor  seizes  the 
two  women ;  the  Countrymen  return  to  rescue 
their  wives;  the  Doctor  waves  his  wand,  four 
Devils  enter,  the  men  are  frighted,  run  up  the 
steps  of  the  house,  clap  their  backs  against  the 

^  X  door. 
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door,  the  front  of  the  house  immediately  tarns, 
and  the  husbands  are  thrown  out  of  the  stage;  the 
y^ives  remain  with  the  Doctor;  and  at  the  same 
instant  the  machine  turns,  a  supper  ready  dressed 
rises  swiftly  up,  and  a  Devil  is  transformed  into 
an  agreeable  shape,  who  dances  whikt  th^  are 
ruling,  and  then  vanislies.    The  husbands  ap- 
pear at  the  window,  threatening  the  Doctor,  who 
by  art  magic  have  large  horns  fixed  to  their  heads, 
that  they  can  neither  get  out  nor  in.    Dr.  Faustus 
and  the  womei^^  go  out ;  he  beckons  the  table,  and 
it  follows  him  off.    The  scene  changes  to  the 
street.     Punch,  Scaramouch,  and  Pierro  enter  in 
Scholars  gowns  and  caps ;  they  are  invited  into 
the  Doctor  s  house  by  a  Devil :  th^  enter,  and 
the  scene  changes  to  the  inside  of  the  house :  the 
Doctor  receives  them  kindly,  and  invites  them  to 
sit  down  to  a  bottle  of  wine ;  as  they  are  drinking, 
the  Cable  rises,  upon  which  they  start  back  af- 
frighted :  then  the  spirit  of  Helen  rises  in  a  chair 
of  state,  with  a  canopy  over  her ;  she  entertains 
them  with  a  dance,  goes  to  her  seat  again,  and 
sinks.     While  the  Scholars   are  drinking,    the 
Doctor  waves  his  wand,  and  large  asses  ears  ap- 
pear, at  once,  upon  each  of  their  heads :  they 
join  in  a  dance,  each  pointing  and  laughing  at  the 
others;  the  Doctor  follows  them   out,  pointing 
and  laughing    at  them    all.     The  scene  being 
changed  to  the  street,  a  Usurer  crosses  the  stage 
with  a  bag  of  money,   goes    into  the  Doctor's 

house  ; 
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hoase ;  the*  scene  opens^  and  discovers  the  Doctor 
at  a  table ;  the  Usurer  enters^  lends  the  Doctor 
the  money,  but  refuses  his  bond,,  and  demands  a 
limb  of  him;  the  Doctor  suffers  him  to  cut  off  his 
leg,  and  carry  it  away.     Several  legs  appear  upon 
the  scene,  and  the  Doctor  strikes  a  woman's  leg 
with  his  wand,  which  immediately  flies  from  the 
rest,  and  fixes  to  the  Doctor's  stump,  who  dances 
with  it  ridiculously.    A  bawd  next  enters  with  a 
courtezan ;  she  presents  her  to  the  Doctor,  for 
whom  he  gives  the  bawd  the  bag  of  money ;  they 
all  join  in  a  dance,  and  the  Doctor  is  going  off; 
the  bawd  stops  him,  to  demand  more  money ;  he 
hangs  his  hat  against  the  scene,  and  points  to  that^ 
and  goes  out  with  his  mistress.     The  bawd  holds 
her  apron  under  the  hat,  from  whence  a  conside* 
rable  quantity  of  silver  drops;  she  advances  to  the 
front  of  the  stage  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure;  but 
going  to  review  her  money,  finds  she  has  none; 
and  runs  off.     The  scene  changes  to  the  street, 
four  watchmen  enter,  and  join  in  a  dance  adapted 
to  dieir  character.     Tlie  scene  ppens,  and  dis^ 
covers  the  Doctor's  study,  he  enters  afirighted, 
the  clock  strikes  one,  the  figures  of  Time  and 
Death  appear,  and  in  a  short  piece  of  recitative 
declare  his  latest  minute  is  come.     Several  Devils 
enter,  tear  him  in  pieces,  some  fly  up,  othem 
fink,  each  bearing  a  limb  of  him  away ;  flaahet 
of  fire  arise,  and  thunder  is  heard 

VOL.  ^.  M  ^  The 
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"  The  last,  which  is  the  grand  scene^  whether 
proper  or  not  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine^  I9 
the  most  magnificent  that  ever  appeared  upon  the 
English  stage.  The  Gods  and  Goddesses  disco- 
▼ered  there  are,  Apollo,  Mars,  Mercury,  Bac- 
chus, Ceres,  Iris,  Flora,  and  P&les.  Apollo  ad- 
vances and  sings,  inviting  the  Gods  to  revel,  the 
power  of  Faustus  being  at  an  end.  The  rest  of 
the  deities  (Pales  excepted)  advance,  and  dance, 
agreeable  to  their  several  characters,  in  the 
geatest  order  and  exactness.  Apollo  again 
advances,  and  invites  Diana  to  appear;  upon 
which  a  machine  flies  up  and  discovers  Diana  in 
her  chariot,  the  crescent  in  an  azure  sky  hanging 
over  her  head ;  she  descends,  beckons  two 
nymphs  who  take  her  bow  and  quiver;  which 
done,  she  dances.  They  then  all  join  in  a  chorus 
of  smging  and  dancing ;  which  concludes  the  en- 
tertainment" 

The  London  Journal  says,  that  the  Managers 
received  260/.  entrance-money  the  first  night, 
from  which  we /nay  judge  of  the  size  of  the  The- 
atre when  greatly  crowded. 

The  Universal  Journal  of  December  l8,  1723, 
has  the  following  article :  "  On  Thursday  last  a 
new  play-hoQse  was  opened  in  the  Haymarket. 
The  company,  we  are  informed,  consists  of  per- 
sons who  never  appeared  in  public  before.  The 
first  play  they  entertained  the  town  with  was  a 

comedy. 
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comedy,  intituled,  *The  Female  Fop,  or  the 
False  one  Fitted,*  whose  author  has  not  yet 
reached  his  sixteenth  year." 

An  author  mentioned   the  rehearsal  of    Dr. 
Young's  tragedy  of  the  Brothers  in  1724>  and 
prognosticated  its  failure  in  these  words :  ^*  I  am 
credibly  informed  the  manager  of  the  new  house 
has  formed  a  resolution  that  it  shall  be  acted  to 
an  empty  pit  and  boxes,  there  being  a  new  enter- 
tainment in  grotesque  characters  preparing  there, 
intituled,  *  The  Cruel  Uncle,  or  the  Children  in 
the  Wood/  so  very  artfully  contrived,  that  at  the 
instant  Perseus  and  Demetrius  are  entering  upon 
that  scene,  the  ruffians  (represented  by  Harlequin 
and  Scaramouch)  will  be  making  their  appearance 
at  the  other  house.    The  consequence  of  this  is 
easily  foreseen :  Booth  and  Cibber  will  preach  to 
bare  walls,  whilst  Lanyon  and  Dupre  dance  be* 
fore  a  full  audience ;  and  lest  Mrs.  Oldfield's  name 
should  sway  some  few  unfashionable  wretches, 
they  have  contrived  a  very  musical  Robin  red- 
breast, which  is  to  have  more  melody  in  its  song 
than  there  can  possibly  be  in  all  the  mournful  ac- 
cents of  the  unhappy  Erixene.** 

The  Police  were  at  length  convinced  how  very 
improper  the  exhibitions  of  bear-baiting  and  prize- 
fighting were  in  the  City  of  London ;  and  sent 
the  proper  officers  to  Spital-fields,  in  June  I724, 
where  a  stage  had  been  erected  for  the  first  time 
for  those  purposes^  which  was  immediately  pulled 
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down  by  their  orden,  and  in  Angort  thejr 
vainly  employed  in  concerting  measnret  ibr  tbr ' 
total  suppression  of  the  long  establidied  phm  of  > 
resort  at  Hockley  in  the  Hole. 

An  expensive  tragedy^  intitolec^  **  Jiiliu 
Csesar  in  Egypt,**  was  produced  and  condenmadl 
in  17S4>  when  the  following  excellent  Epigram 
appeared: 

'^  The  sixth  mght.  - 

When  the  packed  audience  from  their  posta  re-^ 

tir'd. 
And  Julius  in  a  general  hiss  expired, 
Sage  Qooth   to  Gibber  cried:    ^.Copnpote    cmr 

gains; 
These  dogs  of  Egypt  and  their  dowdy  queans 
But  ill  requite  these  habits  and  those  scenes^ 
To  rob  Comeille  for  such  a  motley  piece ; 
His  Geese  were  Swans^  but  2ounds  thy  Swans  are 

Geese," 
Rubbing  his  firm  invulnerable  brow. 
The  Bard  replied,  ^  The  criticks  must  allow^ 
Twas  ne'er  in  Caesar's  destiny  to  run ; 
Wilks  bow'd,  and  bless'd  the  gay  pacific  pun/ 

August  1725  produced  a  conflict  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  visitors  of  Mr.  Figgis  amphi- 
theatre, Oxford-road,  which  is  characteristic  of 
savage  ferocity  indeed.  Sutton  the  cliampioa 
of  Kent  and  a  courageous*  female  heroine  of  that 
County^  fought  Stokes  and  his  much  admired  conr 

sort 
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sort  of  London ;  40L  was  to  be  given  to  the  male 
or  female  who  gave  most  cuts  with  the  sword,  and 
20/.  for  most  blows  at  quarter-staff,  besides  the 
collection  in  the  box.  A  poetical  account  of  a 
battle  of  this  kind,  was  published  in  the  London 
Journal,  and  is,  I  think,  worth  preserving,  es- 
pecially as  it  is  said  to  have  been  written  by  the 
author  of  the  Pastoral  in  the  Spectator  banning 
**  My  time,  O  ye  Muses,  was  happily  spent  :** 
Long  was  the  great  Figg  by  the  prize-fighting 

swains 
Sole  monarch  acknowledged  of  Mary-bon  plains ; 
To  the  towns  far  and  near  did  his  valour  extend^ 
And  swam    down    the   river  from  Thame    to 

Gravesend. 
TThere  liv'd  Mr.  Sutton,  pipe-maker  by  trade^ 
Who,  hearing  that  Figg  was  thought  such  a  stout 

blade. 
Resolved  to  put  in  for  a  share  of  his  fame^ 
And    so    sent  to  challenge  the    Champion    of 

Thame. 
With  alternate  advantage  two  trials  had  past. 
When  they  fought  out  the  rubbers  Wednesday 

last. 
To  see  such  a  contest  the  house  was  so  full, 
lliere  hardly  was  room  left  to  thrust  in  your  sculK 
With  a  prelude  of  cudgels  we  first  were  saluted^ 
And  two  or  three  shoulders  most -handsomely 

fluted; 

Till, 


166 

'1^1,  wearied  at  last  with  iniierior  diautera. 
All  tibe  oompaBy  cry*d»  ^'  Come^  tlie  Muten,  the 

Masters.** 
Whereupon  the  bold  Sutton  first  ipountad  the* 

1M[ade  his  honours  as  usual^  and  yeanfd  to  c&* 

g«ge; 
Then  Figg  with  a  visage  so  fierce  and  sedafea   * 
Came,  and  entered  the  list  with  his  fiwsh^^iaitea 

pate. 
Their  arms  were  (encircled  by  annigers  two 
With  a  red  ribbon  Sutton's^  and  Vigf^u  with  % 

blue; 
Thus  adorned  the  two  heroes  *twixt  shoukkt  and 

elbow 
Shook  hands^  and  went  to*t ;  and  the  word  it  was 

bilboe.  .  • 

Sure  such  a  concern  in  the  eyes  of  spectators 
Was  never  yet  seen  in  our  Amphitheatres ! 
Our  Commons  and  Peers  from  their  several  places 
To  half  an  inch  distance  all  pointed  their  fEices ;   . 
While  the  rays  of  old  Phoebus  that  shot  through 

the  sky-light 
•  Seem'd  to  make  on  the  stage  a  new  kind  of  twi- 
light ; 
And  the  Gods  without  doubt^  if  one  could  but 

have  seen  them^ 
Were  peeping  there  through  to  do  justice  between 

them. 
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Figg  struck  the  first  stroke^  and  with  such  a  vast 

fury, 
That  he  broke  his  huge  weappn  in  twain  I  assure 

you. 
And  if  his  braye  rival  this  blow  had  not  warded. 
His  head  from  his  shoulders  had  quite  been  dis** 

earded, 
Figg  arm'd  him  again^  and  they  took  f  other  tilt, 
And  then  Sutton's  blade  run  away  from  its  hilt ; 
The  weapons  were  frighted^  but  as  for  the  men 
In  truth  they  ne'er  minded,  but  at  it  again. 
Such  a  force  in  their  blows  you*d  have  thought  itg 

wonder 
JEvery  stroke  they  received  did  not  cleave  them 

asunder.  ^ 

Yet  so  great  was  their  courage,  so  e^ual  their 

skill 
That  they  both  seem'd  as  safe  as  a  thief  in  a  mil}; 
While  in  doubtful  attention  dame  Victory  stood. 
And  which  side  to  take  could  not  tell  for  her 

blood, 
But  remained  like  the  Ass  *twixt  the  two  bottles  of 

hay 
Without  ever  moving  an  inch  either  way; 
Till  Jove  to  the  Oods  signifi^  his  int^tion 
In  a  speech  that  he  made  them  too  tedious  to 

mention. 
But  the  upshot  of  it  was,  that  at  that  very  bout 
from   a  wound  in  Figg's  side  the  hot   blood 

spouted  out ; 
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Her  kdyihip  then  teein'd  to  think  die 

But  F^  stepping  fortfa^  with  a  solk&.difdiiiiy 

Shewed  die  gaah^  and  appeaTd  to  the  eompat^ 

roand 
If  his  own  broken  sword  had  not  given  Um  Ihm  . 

woundt 
That  bruises  and  wounds  a  manV  ipbtt  dioald 

.touchy 
With  danger  so  litde,  with  hoooor  so  rnndit 
Wdl^  they  both  took  a  dram,  and  retnm*d  to  Ibft 

battle^ 
And  with  a  fresh  foiy  €bey  nqde  th*  twwdfe 

rattle; 
While  SnttOQ*s  right  arm  was  observed  to  bleed 
By  a  touch  from  his  rivals  so  Jove  bad  decreed  ; 
Just  enough  for  to  shew  that  his  blood  was  not 

icor, 
But  made  up,  like  FiggX  of  the  common  red  li-i 

quor. 
Again  they  both  rush'd  with  as  equal  afireon. 
That  the  company  cried,  ^  Hold,  enough  of  cold 

iron; 
To  the  quarter-staff  now,  lads;*  so  first  having 

dram*d  it. 
They  took  to  their  wood,    and   Tfaith   never 

shammed  it. 
The  first  bout  they  had  was  so  fair  and  so  band«- 

some, 
Tliat  to  make  a  fair  barg^n  it  was  worth  a  Kin^a 

ransom; 

Aii4 


169 

I 

And  Sutton  such  bangs  to  his  neighbour  iqnparted. 
Would  have  made  any  fibres  but  Figg's  to  have 

smarted. 
Then  after  that  bout  they  went  on  to  another ; 
But  ttie  matter  must  end  in  some  fashion  or 

other. 
So  Jove  told  the  Gods  he  had  made  a  decree, 
That  Figg  should  hit  Sutton  a  stroke  on  the  knee ; 
Though  Sutton,  disabled  as  soon  as  it  hit  him. 
Would  still  have  fought  on,  but  J©ve  would  not 

permit  him. 
Twas  his  fate,  not  his  fault,  that  constrained  him 

to  yield. 
And  thus  the  great  Figg  became  lord  of  the  field.'* 

Sir  Richard  Steele  exhibited  a  bill  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  s^inst  the  holders  of  Drury-Iane 
Theatre  for  a  share  in  the  profits  of  the  house  by 
virtue  of  his  patent,  in  October  1725, 

The  editor  of  the  Flying  Post  observes  in  Fe- 
bruary 1727 :  "  The  directors  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Musick  have  resolved,  that  after  the  ex- 
cellent Opera,  composed  by  Mr.  Handel,  which 
is  now  performing,  Signior  Attilia  shall  compose 
one;  and  Signior  Bononcini  is  to  compose  the 
next  after  that.  Thus,  as  this  Theatre  can  boast 
of  the  three  best  voices  in  Europe,  and  the  best 
instruments,  so  the  town  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  these  three  different  styles  of  com- 
posing.'* 

However 
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However  flattering  these  prospects  seemed^ 
I  they  ended  most  unharmoniously  in  a  fierce 
contention  between  the  rival  female  performers 
Cuzzoni  and  jFaustina,  whose  partizans  were  so 
vehement  in  the  operations  of  hissing  and 
clapping,  that  they  proceeded  in  them  even  iix 
the  presence  of  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

After  this  notice  of  the  polite  portion  of  the 
community,  the  following  advertisement,  copied 
literally  from  the  original  issued  by  the  proprietots' 
of  the  Amphitheatre,  will  appear  less  wonderful 
and  disgusting :  ^^  In  Islington  road,  on  Monday, 
being  the  17th  of  July,  1727,  will  be  performed 
a  trial  of  skill  by  the  following  combatants.  W^ 
Robert  Barker  and  MaryWelshy  from  Ireland, 
having  often  contaminated  our  swords  in  the  ofi- 
dominous  corporations  of  such  antagonists  as  have 
had  the  insolence  to  dispute  our  skill,  do  find 
ourselves  once  more  necessitated  to  challenge, 
defy,  and  invite  Mr.  Stokes  and  his  bold  Amazo- 
nian virago  to  meet  us  on  the  stage,  where  we 
hope  to  give  a  satisfaction  to  the  honourable  hard 
of  our  nation  who  has  laid  a  wager  of  twenty  gui- 
neas on  our  heads.  They  that  give  the  most  cuts 
to  Iiftve  the  whole  money,  and  tlie^nefit^Tlthe 
house ;  and  if  swords,  daggers,  quarter-staflf^ 
fury^  rage^  and  resolution,  will  prevail,  our  friends 
shall  not  meet  with  a  disappointment.' — *  We 
James  and  Elizabeth  Stokes,  of  the  City  of  IfPU- 
don,  having  already  gained  an  universal  appro- 
bation 
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courageous  hearts,  need  not  preamlntlate  on  this 
occasion,  but  rather  choose  to  exercise  the  sword 
to  their  sorrow,  and  corroborate  the  gjeneral  opi- 
nion of  the  town  than  to  foHow  the  custom  of  our 
repartee  antagonists.  This  will  be  the  last  time 
of  Mrs.  Stokes'  performing  on  the  stage.' — There 
will  be  a  door  on  purpose  for  the  reception  of  the 
gentlemen^  where  coaches  may  drive  up  to  it,  and 
the  company  come  ifc  without  being  crowded. 
Attendance  will  be  given  at  three,  and  the  com- 
batants mount  at  six  precisely.  They  all  fight  in 
the  same  dresses  as  before. 

Although  a  Coronation  cannot  by  any  means  be 
considered  as  an  amusement  by  a  serious  and  re- 
flecting person,  there  have  been,  and  will  be^ 
numbers  who  see  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
brilliant  pageant.  The  splendour  of  that  of 
George  II.  in  October  1727  attracted  vast  crowds 
of  strangers  to  London;  and  it  was  generally 
computed  at  the  time  that  full  200,000  seats  were 
provided  for  their  accommodation  in  every  situa- 
tion which  affbnded  even  a  glimpse  of  part  of  the 
ceremony. 

In  the  month  of  October  1727,  a  lady,  seated 
in  the  pit  of  Drury-lane  Theatre,  thought  she 
perceived  smoke  issuing  through  the  apertures  of 
the  stage,  and,  fancying  she  smelt  it^  declared 
her  apprehensions  aloud,  and  at  the  same  time 
endeavoured  to  leave  the  Theatre.    The  audience 

were 
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were  im  mediately  excessively  alarmed^  and  numbers 
rushing  to  the  different  doors  impeded  each  other^s 
progress ;  confusion  prevailed  for  half  an  hour  be- 
fore her  error  was  perceived,  'during  which  time  a 
pregnant  woman  was  pressed  to  deaths  and  seve- 
ral j^ersons  severely  injured.  The  Play  was  that 
of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  the  house  very  much 
crowded. 

The  new  Theatre,  as  it  was  called  in  1 728,  now 
the  little  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket,  was  opened 
in  that  year  for  the  season  with  the  Beggar*s 
Opera:  it  was  handsomely  decorated,  and  the 
actors  were  described  as  very  respectable. 

One  of  the  follies  of  1728  was  the  performance 
of  the  Beggar's  Opera  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln's 
inn-fields  by  children ;  and  that  the  childish  ex- 
hibition might  be  supported  in  all  its  branches, 
the  Managers  contrived  to  send  a  book  of  the 
songs  across  the  Stage  by  a  flying  Cupid  to  Prince 
Frederick  of  Wales. 

The  Village  Opera  was  acted,  in  March  I729, 
at  the  Theatre  Drury-lane.  The  absurd  custom 
of  placing  seats  upon  the  stage  had  been  much 
condemned  previous  to  that  j)eriod;  but  the  Ma- 
na2:ers  ventured  to  introduce  one  for  the  Dutchess 
of  Queensberry  on  the  first  representation  of  the 
piece ;  and  thus  incurring  the  resentment  of  the 
audience,  they  hissed  incessantly  till  it  was  re- 
moved, and  tlie  wits  wrote  epigrams  upon  the 
subject : 

."  Bent 
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*^Bent  on  dire  work,  and  kindly  rude,    the 
Town 
Impatient  liiss'd  thy  seat,  dear  Dutchess,  down ; 
Conscious  that  there  had  thy  soft  form  appear  d, 
Lost  all  in  gaze,  no  vacant  ear  had  heard : 
Thy  lambent  eyes  had  look'd  their  rage  away, 
And  the  relenting  hiss,  and  sav'd  the  play. 
Thus  not  in  clouds  (as  father  Homer  sung) 
Such  as  fair  Venus  round  iEneas  flung. 
Had  our  dull  Bard  escap'd  the  dreadful  fright. 
But  sunk  conceaFd  in  an  excess  of  light.** 

Mr.  Handel  visitedltaly  in  1 729,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  collecting  performei;s  for  the  Opera- 
house  in  the  Hay  market.  Those  persons  are  thus 
described  in  the  Evening  Post :  "  Signior  Ber- 
nachi,  who  is  esteemed  the  best  singer  in  Italy ; 
Signiora  Merighi,  a  woman  of  a  very  fine  pre- 
sence, an  excellent  actress,  and  a  very  good  singer 
— a  contre-tenor ;  Signiora  Stmda,  who  hath  a 
very  fine  treble  voice,  a  person  of  singular  merit ; 
Signior  Annibal  Pio  Fabri,  a  most  excellent  te- 
nor and  a  fine  voice ;  his  wife,  wJio  performs  a 
niavLS  part  exceeding  well;  Signiora  Bartoldi, 
who  has  a  very  fine  tr.eble  voice — she  is  also  a  very 
genteel  actress  both  in  men  and  women's  parts.** 

The  delicately  attenuated  nerves  of  my  female 
reader  must  be  shocked  by  the  transition  from  the 
above  divine  warblers  to  tlie  horrid  Mr.  Figg,  who  j  Mr  ^j 
fought  his  271st  battle  in  October  1730,  with  a/  ^  ^ 
Mr.  Holmes,  whose  wrist  he  cut  to  the  bone  in 

tliis 
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this  amusing  description  of  public  entertainment. 
Master  Figg  was  conqueror  in  all  those  conflicts ; 
a  lolerable  poet,  his  contemporary,  thus  celebrated 
the  exploits  of  the  modern  Gladiator : 

"  Inspir'd  with  generous  thirst  of  martial  fame 
Figg's  early  years  presag'd  his  future  name^ 
As  Hannibal,  ere  grown  to  manhood^s  bloom^ 
Swore  in  his  blood  fell  enmity  with  Rome : 
Like  ardour  did  our  infant  Hero  grace; 
Like  dire  aversion  to  the  Hibernian  race. 
Long  in  successful  tights  both  champions  view'd 
Their  oath  accomplish'd  and  their  foes  subdued; 
But  here  th'illustrious  parallel  must  end, 
And  Afric's  warrior  to  Britannia's  bend; 
Events  unequal  their  last  fights  attend. 
The  former  lo^^^es  what  lie  earn'd  before. 
The  latter  close  s  all  his  past  with  one  grand  tri- 
2i?}ij)h  moreS 

As  the  following'  advertisement  appears  to  be  the 
acme  of  absurdity  and  folly,  I  think  it  will  very 
properly  close  those  of  the  prize-fighting  Figgs, 
&c. 

^'  At  Mr.  Fijjg's  great  room  to-morrow,  tlie 
20th  of  this  instant  Mjiy,  by  the  conunand  of  se« 
veral  nobleinen  and  others,  will  be  shewn  in  full 
proof  the  judgment  of  the  sword  in  all  its  noble 
branches,  offensive  and  defensive. 

"  We  Mathew  Masterson,  Serjeant  from  Gib- 
raltar, and   Rowland   Bennet  from   die   city  of 

Dublin 
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Dublin  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  masters  of  the 
said  science,  both  having  lately  tasted  our  error 
by  unwarily  receiving  wounds  from  Mr.  Figg, 
and  resolving  if  possible  to  return  the  keen  rebuke 
by  our  chastising  swords,  make  this  challenge  the 
hostility  of  our  confederate  arms,  inviting  them 
to  the  brightest  of  their  performances,  Mr.  Figg 
taking  Mr.  Gill  to  his  assistance,  and  fighting 
us  at  the  time  and  place  above  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  house,  which  Mr.  Masterson  and  the 
said  Gill  are  solely  fo  have  to  themselves ;  the 
victor  of  them  two  defraying  all  charges,  and 
taking  the  surplus  to  himself  as  free  plunder. 
It  is  that  makes  a  soldier  a  Ceesar  or  a  Marius, 
without  the  help  of  Lilly,  who  was  most  unmer- 
cifiilly  whipped  last  Wednesday  in  quarto  by 
a  Yorkshire  Jockey  with  Roman  epithets,  in  or- 
der to  extort  rules  for  declining  a  good  house  in 
favour  of  the  present  tense  singular;  but  the 
grammatical  tit  being'  too  high-mettled  to  be  verb- 
ridden,  left  his  Elorian  corrector  in  an  infinitive 
ill-mood,  confounded  in  particles  in  search  of  the 
great  negative — ^nothing. 

"  Mathew  Mastkrsox,  Rowland  BjbnneIt.'* 

^*  We,  James  Figg  from  Thame  in  Oxford- 
shire, and  William  Gill  (his  scholar),  more  sur- 
prised than  terrified  at  the  peremptory  summons, 
assure  the  above  gentlemen  we  did  not  apprehend 
they  would  hav«  been  guilty  of  repeating  those 

crimes 
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crimes  for  which  they  so  lately  received  the  be-* 
nefit  of  their  Clergy ;  but,  as  Mr.  Bennet  then 
obtained  mercy  by  pleading  weakness,  occasioned 
by  the  fatigue  of.  a  long  journey,  it  is  hoped  he 
will  not  make  use  of  the  same  plea  again,  but 
more  bravely  oppose  the  same  arm,  if  recovered 
strength  and  improvement  have  given  him  leave. 
Otherwise,  both  him  and  his  mighty  ally  may 
find  Caesars  cut  into  Lazarus^s,  and  Rome's  capi- 
tol  converted  into  Chelsea  college  for  the  residence 
of  their  titular  Majesties,  whilst  the  stock  and 
branch  of  superior  force  flourishes  on  Britannia's 
stage  like  the  tall  cedars  of  Lebanon  ;  and  mourn 
their  fete  by  shedding^  leaves  to  adorn  their  un- 
timely Monuments — if  any  be  erected. 

"  James  Figg,  William  Gill.** 

"  Note — On  this  extraordinary  occasion  Cap- 
tain Vinesrar  has  orders  to  assemble  his  whole 
posse  of  leather-bottle  men,  shin-kickers,  and 
fist-clinckers ;  so  that  the  whole  may  be  expected 
a  complete  evening's  entertainment.  Tlie  doors 
will  be  opened  at  3,  and  the  masters  mount  at  6.^ 

In  December  1731,  Figg  and  Sparks  contended 
with  t]ie- brQad::Sword_at  the  French  or  Little 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket,  before  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain,  Count  Kinski,  and  many  persons  of  dis- 
tinction. One  of  the  papers  of  the  day  observes, 
"  The  beauty  and  judgment  of  the  sword  was  de- 
lineated in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  by  those 

two 
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two  champions,  and  with  very  little  bloodshed :  ^ 
liis  Serene  Highness  was  extremely  pleased,  and 
expressed  his  entire  satisfaction,  and  ordered  them 
a  handsome  gratuity." 

A  Theatre  was  erected  in  Goodman's  fields  by 
Thomas  Odell  in  1729  ;  his  property  in  which 
was  purchased  1731  by  Henry  Giftard.  In  1733- 
the  latter  person,  opened  a  subscription,  and  re- 
ceived 2,300/.  for  rebuilding  it,  and  soon  after  di- 
vided the  property  into  twenty -three  shares,  which ' 
he  assigned  by  indentures  to  the  subscribers,  al- 
lowing them  1*.  6d.  each  night  of  performance, 
and  free  admissions,  with  a  mortgage  on  the' 
Theatre  as  security.  The  means  of  building  thus ' 
secured,  GifFard  contracted  with  Sir  William  I^- 
man  for  a  piece  of  ground  for  61  years  at  a  rent  of 
45l-per  annuniy  and  proceeded  with  the  building,- 
expending  several  thousand  pounds  on  scenes, 
dresses,  and  decorations. 

In  the  month  of  April  I730,  Mr.  Odell,  pro- 
prietor of  the  New  Theatre  in  Goodman*s-fields, 
waited  on  the  King,  requesting  his  licence  to  act 
there ;  but  met  with  a  decisive  refusal. 

Covent-garden  Theatre  was  built  by  subscrip- 
tion under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rich;  in  the 
month  of  January  1731,  6000/.  had  been  ob- 
tained, and  a  design  for  the  building  was  pre- 
pared by  James  Sheppard,  Esq.  which  met  with 
general  approbation.  It  appears  from  the  public 
papers  that  the  Crown  was  then  in  treaty  for  Lin* 
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co1n*s-iQn*fields  Theatre,  to  uee  as  an  office  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Stamp-duties.  In  Fe- 
bruary workmen  b^un  to  take  down  several  old 
houses  on  the  site  of  the  intended  Theatre. 

The  validity  of  a  patent  intended  to  be  granted 
by  the  King  for  R.  Wilks,  C.  Cibber,  ai^kd  Bartoa 
Booth,  for  Drury-lane  Theatre  was  argued  in 
April  1732  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Baron  Comyna; 
when  it  was  decided  to  be  a  lawful  grant,  and  it 
passed  the  great  seal  accordingly. 

Prince  Frederick  of  Wales  gave  a  grand  enter- 
tainment to  the  Nobility  at  the  Oper€hlu)use  in 
1 733*  The  same  Royal  personage  formed  a  com- 
pany of  Soldiers,  consisting  of  Courtiers  sons,  to 
which  he  declared  himself  Corporal;  and  as  such 
relieved  guard  between  the  acts  of  the  Indian 
Emperor,  performed  before  their  Majesties  and 
tlie  Court  in  the  grand  ball  room  at  St.  James's 
by  noble  youths  of  both  sexes. 

The  first  notice  of  Vauxhall-gardens  that  I  re- 
collect to  have  seen  in  the  Newspapers  was  in  June 
1732,  when  a  Ridotto  al  fresco  is  mentioned. 
The  comj)any  were  estimated  at  400  persons,  and 
in  the  proportion  of  fen  men  to  one  woinaHy  wha 
generally  wore  domino's,  lawyers  gowns,  and 
masks,  but  many  were  without  either.  The 
company  retired  between  three  and  four  in  the 
morning,  and  order  was  j  rjirtrved  by  100  soldiers 
stationed  at  the  eiitrance. 

The 
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The  Tottenham-court  Fair  was  unusually  briU 
liant  that  year,  and  Lee^  Harper,  and  Petit's 
droll  of  Whittington  was  attended  by  many  of  the 
Nobility^  and  the  son  of  Ach  Mahomet^  Envoy 
from  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 

The  Theatre  in  Goodman's-fields  opened  for 
the  season  of  1732,  encouraged  by  the  subscript 
tion  of  several  merchants  and  others,  and  was  de- 
corated by  two  pieces  of  painting,  representing 
the  King  supporting  Liberty,  and  Apollo  and  the 
Muses  —  the  works  of  Hayman  and  Oram. 

The  St,  James's  Evening  Post  of  September 
19)  173^>  has  the  ensuing  paragraph :  '^  We  hear 
that  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Lambert  have  been  em- 
ployed for  some  time  in  painting  the  Scenes  for 
the  New  Theatre  in  Covent-garden,  and  that  Sig- 
nior  Amiconi,  who  painted  the  Lord  Tankerville'i 
excellent  stair-case  in  St.  James's  square,  is  to 
shew  his  art  in  the  cieling  of  that  Theatre ;  and^ 
in  order  thereto,  hath  prepared  a  design  iir.  which 
Apollo  is  represented,  in  an  assembly  of  the 
Muses,  dignifying  Shakspeare  with  the  Laurel. 
And  as  the  several  hands  employed  require  some 
farther  time  for  completing  their  undertaking,  lye 
are  informed  the  Theatre  in  LincolnVinn-fieldf 

■ 

will  be  opened  in  a  few  days,  it  being  now  deter- 
mined not  to  act  in  that  of  Covent-garden  till  tbt 
decorations  are  quite  finished.** 

The  present  magnificent  arched  entrance  from 
the  Piazza^s  with  columns  and  enrichm^ts  of  the 
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Ionic  order  was  erected  in  the  above  year.     The 
newspapers  mention  the  Tlieatr^  as  completely' 
finished  in  November,    and  that  it  was  to  be 
opened  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  when  the  fol- 
lowing lines  made  their  appearance. 

"  Tiiespis,  the  first  of  the  dramatic  race, 
Stroird  in  a  cart,  for  gain,  from  place  to  place ; 
His  actors  rude,  his  profits  came  but  slow ; 
The  poet  he,  and  master  of  the  show ; 
To  raise  attention,  he  employed  his  art 
To  build  another,  and  more  costly  cart: 
New  Asses  he  procured  to  drag  the  load. 
And  gain'd  the  shouts  of  boys  upon  the  road. 
Awhile  the  gay  machine  spectators  drew  ; 
The  people  throng'd,  because  the  sight  was  new  ; 
Thither  they  hurry 'd  once,  and  went  no  more. 
For  all  bis  actors  they  had  seen  before; 
And/'  -irit  it  was  they  wisli'd  no  more  to  see  : 
Tl)r  iippiivu.li  ;ij  Lifn  is  left  to  thee." 
.  There  is  some  (iiP^r-'^nce  in  our  manner  of  re- 
sentiiifj  aftVont    oHered  to  the  publick  or  indivi- 
duals by  those  on  the  stao;e  at  present,  from  the 
mode  ado})ted  by  Sir  Rol)Crt  Walpole  in  March 
1733,  \v!io  was  present  at  tlie  pantomimic  enter- 
tainment, called   '^Love  runs  all  dangers,"  per- 
formed at  the  Theatre  in  the  IJavmarket;  when 
one  of  the   Comedians  presumed  to  hint  at  the 
Minister  s  intended  Excise  Act.     At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  performance  his  Lordship  went  behind 
the  scenes^  ajid  demanded  of  the  prompter  whe-- 
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tber  the  offensive  words  were  part  of  the  play : 
upon  receiving  an  assurance  they  were  not,  he* 
gave  the  actor  a  severe  beating. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  third  volume  of 
'*  Londinium  Redivivum,"  that  the  Princess 
Amelia  rendered  the  New Tunbridge  Wells  a  place 
of  fashionable  resort  by  drinking  the  water  there 
for  the  restoration  of  her  health ;  a  wag  made  the 
following  poetical  queries  in  the  year  1 733 :  * 

^^  Whence  comes  it  that  the  splendid  great. 

To  titles  born  and  awful  state, 

__  '  '  '      '  • 

Thus  condescend,  thus  check  their  will,      « * 

And  shape  to  Islington  their  way. 

To  mix  with  those  of  vulgar  clay  ?         .  ^ 

Astronomers,  your  glasses  raise. 

Survey  this  meteor's  dazzling  blaze. 

And  say  portends  it  good  or  ill  ? 


Behold  the  walks  (a  cliecquer'd  shade) 
Ip  all  the  pride  of  green  array'd ; 


>  / 


Soon  as  Aurora  gilds  the  skies,  .  f 

With  brighter  charms  the  ladies  rise,  { 

To  dart  forth  beams  that  save  or  kill : 
No  hf  mage  at  the  toilette  paid,  \ 

Their  thousand  beauties  unsurvey*d. 
Sweet  negligence  assistance  lends,  ..   . 

And  all  the  artless  graces  blends  ... 

That  form  the  tempting  dishabille. 
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How  bright  the  Sun !  the  air  how  stiH  I 
In  wild  confusion  there  we  view, 
Red  ribbands  grouped  with  aprons  blue. 
Curtsies,  scrapes,  nods,  winks,  smiles,  and  frowns. 
Lords,  milk-maids,  dutchesses,  and  clowns. 

All  in  their  various  dishabille  P 

The  pleasant  gardens  alluded  to  possessed,  and 
still  pdssess,  greater  attraction  than  any  others  in. 
the  vicinity  of  London ;  it  is  therefore  by  no 
means  wonderful  that  once  in  an  age  they  be- 
came the  scene  of  attraction ;  but  that  nobleibeh, 
and  men  and  women  of  fashion  should,  by  any  of 
the  strange  mutations  of  caprice,  ever  enter  tlie 
booths  of  Bartholomew  Fair,  is  to  me  astonishliig. 
That  they  did  is  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  6ven  Gib- 
ber, Griffiths,  Bullock,  and  Hallam,  found  it 
worth  their  while  to  expend  large  sums  in  erecting 
magnificent  booths  for  their  reception.  Those 
prepai-ed  in  August  1733  for  the  performance  of 
Tamerlane,  the  Miser,  the  Ridotto  al  fresco,  &c, 
had  gilt  boxes  and  other  rich  decorations,  and 
were  lighted  by  candles  placed  in  glass  lustres.  A 
considerable  number  of.  gentlemen,  tradesmen, 
and  others,  went  in  procession  from  the  Bedford- 
arms  to  honour  the  commencement  of  the  enter- 
tainments. 

Some  absurd  persons  were  at  the  expence  in 
October  the  same  year  of  procuring  a  Holland 
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smock,  a  cap,  clocked  stockjngs  and  laced  shoes, 
which  the^  offered  as  jjrizes  to .  any„four  womeA 
who  would  run  for  them  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afteniODn  jn  Pall-Mall.  The  race  attracted  aa 
amazing  number  of  persons,  who  filled  tllestreeti^ 
the  windows,  and  balconies.  The  sport  attendant 
on  this  curious  method  of  hilling  time  induced  Mr. 
Rawlings,  hrgh  Constable  of  Westminster,  resident 
in  Pall-Mall,  to  propose  a  laced  hat  as  a  prize  to 
be*  run  for  by  five  men,  which  appears  to  havii 
produced  much  mirth  to  the  projector ;  but  thfe 
mob,  ever  upon  the  .watch  to  gratify  their  pro- 
pensity for  riot  and  mischief,  committed  so  iilktiy 
excesses,  that  the  sedate  inhabitants  of  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Ma* 
gistrates  for  protection,  who  issued  precepts  to 
prevent  future  races,  directed  to  the  very  man  most 
active  in  promoting  them. 

Senesino,  the  celebrated  Italian  performer,  is 
said  to  have  hired  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln's-inn- 
fields  for  the  winter  of  1 733-4  as  an  Opera-house. 

It  is  one  of  the  singularities  attendant  on  the 
present  system  of  Theatrical  amusements,  that 
ce'rtain  actors  performing  under  a  patent  are  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  of  merit,  respectability,  and 
fashion ;  but,  leaving  the  magic  circle,  and  acting 
for  any  other  person  than  a  patentee,  they  instantly 
become  rogues  and  vagabonds.  It  was  the  same 
in  1733,  when  Messrs.  Ricb^  Highmore,  and 
others,  patentees  of  Drury-lane  and  Covent-gar- 
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« 

but,  as  no  particular  names  are  mentioned,  and 
the  letter  is  directed  to  me  alone,  I  can  only  an- 
swer for  myself.  I  am  well  advised  that  what  I 
am  about  is  legale  and  I  know  it  is  reasonable ; 
«nd  therefore  I  do  not  think  of  changing  my  pre- 
sent condition  for  servitude. 

"  Your  humble  servant, 

Theophilus  Cibber." 
Soon  after  the  parties  had  a  trial  in  the  Court 
€if  King's  Bench  on  the  following  grounds :  the 
Managers  of  the  Haymarket  Theatre  took  a  lease 
of  two  Trustees  appointed  by  the  36  sharers  of 
Digvy-lane  Theatre,  who,  wishing  that  the  grant 
of  the  Haymarket  Theatre  should  be  valid  both 
in  Law  and  Ek^uity,  consulted  the  sharers  on  the 
subject,  when  27  agreed  to  the  execution  of  the 
lease;  but  the  Patentees,  thinking  otherwise, 
suffered  an  action  of  ejectment  to  be  brought 
against  them,  which  was  decided  in  November  in 
favour  of  the  plantiffs,  though  several  unwarrant- 
able methods  were  adopted  to  obtain  a  different 
verdict :  one  of  those  was  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Harper, 
who  was  committed  to  Bridewell  as  a  vagabond, 
in  hopes  to  withdraw  the  attention  of  the  plaintiffs 
Counsel  from  the  cause  at  W  estminster,  and  to 
enrage  the  publick,  l)efore  whom  he  was  to  have 
appeared  the  same  night  in  the  character  of  Sir 
John  Falstaff :  but  they  totally  failed  in  each  of 
their  ungenerous  attempts,  by  the  Company's  per- 
mitting the  imprisouuieut  of  poor  Harper,  and 
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die  house  forgiving  his  non-appearance,  Ha3>> 
per  s  case  was  afterwards  argued  before  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Yorke  by  twelve  Counsellors^  six  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  the  same  number  for  the  defendants. 
The  Judge  admitted  the  pla3^r  to  bail  upon  hit 
own  recognizance ;  and  ordered  a  feigned  issue^ 
to  try  the  validity  of  the  commitment  on  the  last 
day  of  the  term. 

Charles  Fleetwood,  Eaq.  of  Bromley-hall, 
Staffordshire,  who  was  said  to  be  worth  8ooo/. 
per  annum,  purebased  five  of  the  six  shares  of  the 
jtatentees  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  in  January  1734 
for  35  OO/, ;  the  seceding  actors  were  determited 
in  consequence  to  return  to  their  stations  at  that 
playhouse. 

Plays  were  not  entirely  confined  to  the  regular 
Theatres  at  this  period ;  for  the  Benchers  of  the 
Society  of  the  Inner  Temple  gave  a  splendid  en- 
tertainment, February  2,  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Judges,  Serjeants,  and 
Counsellors  at  Law,  when  the  Comedy  of  Love 
for  Love  was  acted  by  the  Company  from  the 
Haymarket  on  a  temporary  stage,  fronting  of 
which  a  gallery  was  erected  for  100  ladies,  who, 
\vith  the  Prince  of  W  ales,  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, and  inany  noblemen,  witnessed  the  per- 
formance :  the  actors  received  50/.  for  their  exer- 
tions. 

A  baron  of  beef,  weighing  175lb*  and  conveyed 
to  the  taUe  by  the  exertiokis  of  four  men,  formed 

part 


188 

part  of  the  solid  entertainment  presented  to  these 
defenders  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  15th  of  March  1 734,  the  Players  of  the 
Revels  to  tlie  King,  assisted  by  Sheriffs-officers^ 
went  in  a  body  to  Drury-lane  Theatre,  which  was 
delivered  into  their  possession  by  Mr.  Fleetwood 
as  a  matter  of  form. 

Ranelagh-house,  Chelsea,  the  residence  of  the 
Qobleman  of  that  title,  was  sold  in  1 733  to  an 
eminent  builder  named  Timbrell  for  3200/.^  who 
advertised  it  for  sale  in  the  following  year^  as  a 
freehold,  with  garden,  kitchen-garden,  and  of^ 
fices,  and  a  smaller  house  and  garden  with  ftuit-* 
trees,  coach-houses,  &c.  &c.  These,  I  appre- 
hend, were  the  first  vicissitudes  of  Ranelagh,  pre- 
paratory to  its  conversion  into  a  place  of  amiise- 
ment. 

•  Farinelli  enf2;a;:jcd  to  perform  fifty  nights  during 
the  senson  of  17o4-r>  for  a  salary  of  1500  guineas 
and  a  bonelit. 

Tlie  Kiiio'  gave  his  annual  lOOO/.  to  the  Ma- 
nagers of  the  Oj^era-house  on  this  occasion,  and 
added  -iOO/.  as  a  subscription  to  Mr.  Handel,  who 
had  Ojjeras  at  C(A'ent-garden  Tiieatre,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  dispute  with  the  latter,  which  caused 
an  expenditure  of  12,000/.  at  tlie  Haymarket  and 
9000/.  to  Handel. 

Farineirfs  benefit  at  the  close  of  this  season 
surpassed  every  other  previously  received.  .  Tlie 
Theatre  was  so  contrived  as  to  accommodate  200O 
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spectators,  whose  admission  monej^,  added  to  the' 
following  sums  given  by  the  Nobility,  amounted- 
to  more  than  2000/. :  the  Prince  of  Wales,  200 
guineas;  the   Spanish  Ambassador,    lOO/. ;    the 
Imperial,  50/. ;  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  the  Countess^ 
of  Portmore,  Lord  Burlington,  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  50/.  each ;  Colonel  Pai^t,  30/. ;  and 
Lady  Rich,  20/.  &c.  &c.     The  pit  wai  filled  at* 
four  o'clock;  and  as  the  Stage  was  crowded  with- 
beauty  and  fashion,  no  scenes  were  used  duriftg 
the  performance:  gilt  li  ither  hangings  were  sub- 
stituted, whicii  usually  adorned  that  part  of  the. 
Theatre  at  Ridottos.     AJany  of  the  songs  in  the 
Opera  were  new  ;  that  which  preceded  the  chorus 
was  composed  by  Farinelli,  and    so  vehemently 
applauded,  that  he  sung  it  a  second  time  at  the 
request  of  the  audience,  tliough  the  chorus  was 
over,  and  the  musicians  had  retired  from  the  or- 
chestra* 

The  Prince  of  Wales  soon  after  presented  this 
favourite  singer  with  a  richly  wrought  gold  snuff- 
box set  with  rubies  and  diamonds,  containing  a 
pair  of  diamond  knee-buckles,  and  .a  purse  of 
1 00  guineas. 

A  ereat  deal  was  written  for  and  against  Thea- 
trical  amusements  in  1735,  when  the  Legislature 
inteiidectTd^revent  an  increase  of  Theatrics,  ijrt 
but  little  information  can  be  obtained  from  those 
essays ;.  indeed  the  matter  of  fact  may  almost  be 
said  to  be  confined  to  the  statements  in  the  fol- 
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lowbg  eztnict  ftom  tb6  VmMtmk  flpectptar^HNow 
940:  ^'What  wiU  toMoe  fimn  mm  phftlimmm' 
being  elected  may  be  eete  I7  thtf  at  CboAiMilV 
Mds :  the  street  where  it  it  bdUmaefiMMHri^ 
fo  be  inhabited  by  iilb4fara#a|av  l^iMil- 
fvenveiVj  wund  otfaera  iHioae  trades  cuiJ[ikj^Mt'1ii%' 
Ibdnstrions  poor ;  immediately  on  sfftinyiUpFdttir 
Phyhoose,  the  rents  of  the  houses  laere  railed^ 
the  landloids  cooid  then  let  them  to  sMi 
JUiMe  tenants;  and  now  there  is  m  faMi^'iof 
grapes  han^ng  dmost  at  every  door ;-  baiilil  mk^ 
afljaoent  Bagnio  or  two ;  an  undonbted  fnbf  tttat 
innooence  uid  morality  are  not  the  MNilll'4Mi<^" 
sequences  of  a  Pbtyhouse.  I  ooald  inge#lii  tUtSbt 
fiurther;  but^  as  tiie  reguhtion  of  Ae  niuMliifei'<f 
Theatres  is  now  befererfhe  Parliament,  fAey  mAf 
are  to  determine  whether  the  continuance  of  tb» 
Theatre,  or  the  increase  of  others,  are  consistmt 
with  the  public  good.  Since  the  abore  was 
written^  I  have  received  information  that  a  great 
number  of  apprentices  and  gentlemen^  who  jJay 
for  their  diversion,  have  formed  a  new  company 
at  York-buildings,  which  shews  the  nece8sit|r  fer 
the  number  of  players  and  playhouses  to  be  regu- 
lated, or  else  the  whole  nation  may  d^enerate 
into  a  set  of  Stage-players.** 

A  shocking  accident  occurred  during  the  repre- 
sentation of  Dr.  Faustus  at  Covent-garden  Thi^ 
atre  in  October  173^.  Four  servants,  the  repre^ 
sentatives  of  Lun^  Nivelon^  Salway,  alid  Mra. 
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Moreau,  in  the  characters  of  harlequin^  the  mil- 
ler^ his  wife,  and  man,  had  entered  a  car  which 
was  to  be  supposed  to  convey  them  an  atrial  jour- 
ney ;  but  unfortunately  the  wires  broke  when  the 
machine  had  elevated  the  people  to  the  greatest 
height  intended,  whence  they  were  precipitated  oa 
the  stage.  Harlequin  had  his  head  bruised  and 
wrist  strained^  the  miller's  arm  was  broken,  his 
man  had  his  scull  fractured,  and  died  a  few  day^i 
after,  and  the  poor  woman  had  a  thigh  broken 
and  knee-pan  shattered. 

The  Opera  of  Atalanta,  composed  by  Handel^ 
was  acted  at  Covent-garden  Theatre  in  May  1 73^ 
in  honour  of  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales: 
the  scenery  on  this  occasion  was  adapted  to  tlie 
circumstances  of  the  day,  and  represented  an 
avenue  to  the  Temple  of  Hymen  intermixed  with 
statues  of  Deities,  beyond  which  a  triumphal  arch 
supported  the  arms  of  the  happy  pair ;  directly 
above,  Fame,  seated  on  a  cloud,  was  supposed  to 
sound  the  names  of  Fredericus  and  Augusta  exhi* 
bited  in  transparent  characters.  Through  tlie 
arch  appeared  the  fa9ade  of  a  Temple,  consisting 
of  four  columns  and  a  pediment,  on  which  two 
Cupids  were  represented  embracing,  and  support- 
ing the  coronet  and  feathers  of  the  Principality  of 
Wales:  the  I'emple  of  Hymen  closed  tlie  brilliant 
scene. 

The  proprietor  of  Vauxhall-gardens  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  publish  tlie  following  statement  in  1 736: 

^^  As 
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"  As  the  niabler  of  the  Spring-gardens  at  Vaux- 
hall  has  always  been  ambitious  of  obliging  the 
pohte  and  worthy  part  of  the  Town,  by  doing 
every  thing  in  his  power  that  may  contribute  to 
their  ease  and  pleasure:  he  for  that  reason  was 
induced  to  give  out  tickets,  but  in  no  other  view 
Aan  to  keep  aw^ay  such  as  are  not  fit  to  intermix 
with  those  |Xirsons  of  quality,  ladies,  gentlemen, 
and  others,  who  should  honour  him  with  their 
company.  This  method  he  has  already  tried: 
and  the  publick  having  been  so  indulgent  as  to 
approve  of  his  constant  endeavours  to  serve  them, 
it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  he  finds  himself 
obliged  to  make  a  chanf];e  with  respect  to  the 
tickets ;  and  that  for  the  following  reasons. 

"  First,  with  regard  to  the  conveniency  of  the 
comp-iiny — his  entertainments  bt^ing  made  (as  he 
prir-iiinu>)  so  very  reasonable,  such  numbers 
might  j)V()!»il:]y  be  induced  to  flock  to  it,  from  this 
lar^■o  ?■  populous  Citv  (and  especially  in  hot  and 
sul  ■  vveatlicr),  that  it  would  be  im])ossible  to 
a'"  'oiuniodat;'  a  great  part  oF  tljr»ui.  The  conse- 
quence oi'  t!ii:;  \v(;uid  be,  iliat  as  t^WAy  person  had 
j>a'd  a  sliilllag  for  his  ticket,  he  would  expect  an 
equivaicnl  \'ov  it  .  but,  as  there  wo\ild  Ik?  no  op- 
portiniily  of  doirig  this  iu  the  great  hurry,  it 
nii[';iit  cause  sueli  a  disturbance  as  would  for  ever 
ruin  his  eiitcruiiiunont. 

^- Sfcondly,  with  respv'ct  to  his  own  security — 
becausv*  counterfeit  tickets  may  be  taken  by  the 
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servants  (who  are  the  first  receivers)  in  a  great 
hurry  of  business^  as  has  already  been  found  by 
experience. 

'^  Because  of  the  ill  use  which  his  servants  (who 
are  very  numerous)  make  of  the  tickets^  by  ad- 
mitting as  many  persons  as  they  please  for  no- 
thing, and  that  in  the  following  manner : 

'^  A  person  takes  a  ticket  at  the  door,  and  pays 
a  shilling  for  it ;  he  then  goes  to  a  servant  with 
whom  he  is  acquainted,  who  returns  the  shilling 
to  bim,  and  takes  his  ticket^  for  which  the  master 
must  allow  the  servant  a  shilling  when  he  comes 
to  account  with  him.  In  this  case,  it  is  manifesty 
the  person  is  admitted  for  nothing.  In  the  other 
case,  the  servant  may  make  a  private  advantage  of 
the  tickets,  and  that  as  follows :  a  person  sells  his 
ticket  to  the  servant  (suppose  for  ten  pence)^  here 
the  servant  would  gain  two-pence,  which  it  all 
the  person  pays  for  being  admitted ;  aad  the  mas- 
ter gets  nothing,  because  he  must  allow  the  whole 
shilling  to  the  servant  as  above. 

^^  As  it  is  obvious  from  these  several  considera- 
tions, that  the  company  may  be  vastly  incom- 
moded, and  the  master  in  danger  of  being  ruined ; 
because  servants  may  be  induced  to  encourage 
great  numbers  of  the  inferior  sort  to  come  to  the 
gardens,  since  this  would  be  so  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage :  for  these  reasons  he  humbly  presume, 
that  the  publick  will  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
necessity  he  is  under  of  taking  a  shillii^  at  the 
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gate  for  the  future,  without  giving  a  ticket  for  it ; 
and  his  servants  have  strict  orders  to  solicit  no 
j)erson  to  call  for  any  thing,  upon  pain  of  being 
immediately  discharged.** 

Some  wags  amused  the  publick  with  a  most  so- 
lemn exhibition  in  June  173(>,  which  originated 
from  a  call  of  Serjeants  at  Law.  Those  merry 
gentlemen,  well  acquainted  with  classic  story, 
dressed  a  huge  Owl  in  a  coif  and  band,  and  placed 
him  on  a  broom  staff  over  a  door  opposite  Lancas- 
ter-court. Minei-va's  favourite  bird  was  afterwards 
observed  to  behave  with  great  gravity,  and  parti- 
cularly during  the  time  his  learned  brethren  were 
passing  in  procession  under  him ;  one  flap  of  his 
band  was  inscribed  Ecce  !  the  other  Fratrem. 

The  recent  amusements  afforded  by  riding  asses 
as  ponies,  and  racing  on  them,  although  strong 
efforts  of  modern  sagacity,  were  anticipated  by 
our  forefathers.  An  Ass-racc  attracted  vast 
.crowds  of  })cop!eto  May-fair  in  1736,  where  there 
•  was  doubilcr^slv  much  "oocl  bettinir. 

Fleetwood,  the  j)roj)rietor  of  Drury-lane  The- 
atre, offered  a  reward  of  fiftv  guineas  for  the  dis- 
coverv  of  the  autlior  or  authors  of  an  incendiary 
Iett(?r  sent  to  him  in  I737  : 

''We  are  willing  to  admciuish  you  before  we 
attempt  our  <lesion;  and  provide  you  will  use  us 
civil,  and  admit  us   into  your  gallery,  which  is 

our 
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our  property  acco^iDg  to  formalities ;  and  if  you 
think  proper  to  come  to  a  composition  this  way^ 
you'll  hear  no  further;  and  if  not^  our  intention 
is  to  rv^niKiriP  ir^  ^  hoHy  yxa<y;g^(2i,?!ld-Xfd"ff^  ^f 
playhouse  to  the  ground ;  we  are  .;      ^ 

"Indemnified.''   , 

Fog's  Weekly  Journal  contains  a  well-written 
and  whimsical  explanation  of  the  motives  which 
produced  the  above  extraordinary  letter — the  pro- 
duction^  doubtless,  of  a  Committeie  of  aggrieved 
footmen,  remarkable  then,  and  certainly  at  pre- 
sent, ior  propriety  of  behaviour  and  modesty  of 
demeanour. 

March  12,  1737  :  "  Tjie  footmen  and  otherji^ 
very  servants  attending  tlie  nobility  and  gentry 
frequendhg  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Dniry-lane, 
having  (on  account  of  their  vociferations  during 
the  acts,  as  well  as  the  intervals)  been  expelled  the 
uppermost  gallery  of  the  house,  in  which  they 
and  their  ancestors  had  sat  and  voted,  in  all  af- 
fairs that  came  upon  the  Stage,  time  immemorial } 


thus,  conceiving'themselv^s  to^liaV^all' iildeteasi- 
BleTiereditarvTiffht  to  tlie  said  raller^",  and  this 
expulsion  to  be  a  high  infringement  on  their  li- 
berties, and  to  the  end  that  posterity  might  see 
they  were  not  wariting  to  vindicate  the  honour  of 
their  cloth,  and  maintain  the  whole  body  of  the 
livery  in  the  full  and  fi-ee  enjoyment  of  all  their  an- 
tient  rights  and  privileges ;  on  Saturday  night  last 

0  2  a  great 


mtiHMpemi^,  lawmhlcA  aUto ifaMN  M>^it Mh|. 
Ilietttc^  when  tMr  »ByltBnlliiMtll' *•»<>■■ 
udPrincets  of  Writs,  «(lwrt,«f  iMMigMlJW 
initf,  tnd  MH^  of  the  Nobility,  wen  ia  liw 
b^mie;  ifud  hsriif  madea  practicable  breach,  en^- 
jtefl  it  the  HUnc^  apd  ca^ed  tbe  stage-door  b^ 
mn4)nto^O(fA,  boding  <kiwn  all  the  box-heep- 
^jlt  .catidifhMmjjierSj,  nfpmtumeraries,  and  pigr- 
fffMfomfnf  ^ut  stood  in  yaeh  way,  in  which  a»- 
JKii^lt  i^  or  yfiperBon^  werti.  said  to  be  desperately 
woDDded.  Jiutioe  DeVeil^  luckili/  chancing  to 
1^.  pmeiit  in  ihfi  hputi^  (fis  he  was  once  befoie 
wlijen  f  dittw^ince  of  the  like  kind  ]iappcned)y 
^inediatriy  intcipoied  his  Magisterial  authoritjr, 
commanding  the  procUnution  against  riots  to  be 
read;  but  bo  great  was  the  coofusion,  they  might 
Bs  well  have  read  Caesar's  Commentaria.  At 
len^h  the  disorder  boding  very  bad  consequeqces, 
the  Justice,  supported  by  tiie  (bot-guardsj  fwu- 
dently  seized  some  of  the  principal  rioters*  aod 
ordered  them  to  be  reposited  in  Newgatei,  till 
their  claims  can  be  inquired  into  in  a  more  regat- 
lar  and  judicial  way,  and  the  whole  matter  set  in 
a  true  light, 

*'  The  Welsh  footmen  are  said  to  have  been  Uie 
most  contumacious  in  this  ai&ir ;  for  after  several 
meetings  and  mature  considerations  had,  at  the 
Qoat  and  Harp  alehouse,  they  unanimously  resolved 

to 


to  rapport  due  eieeatiri  privilege,  nt  thfe  haMtl 
of  tfa^ir  lilsfas  and  Kveries ;  and  likswiie  ordered 
a  metsBge  io  their  brtthpen  at  the  Ship  victual^ 
liilg^Mlise  in  the  Old  Ptlaee-yardi  Wettrauuter^ 
reqttiniifg  the  aense  of  thtt  renerahle  body  of 
brasM^uitmt  Senrnton^  at  this  hiHitty  and  criiieal 
conj  uncture.    Were  these  pertinacious  gentlemen 
but  to  look  lAto  history,  they,  perhaps^  may  fiiful 
by  what  meana  4ii€Mr  predetee$are  forfeited  tbfe 
privilege  of  wearing  iwordi :  for  Rapin  attd  othera^ 
write^  ''  That  in  the  fourth  jemt  of  JUtuy  Vl.  a 
Pkirliament  uraa  heU  at  Letcester^   WUkh  wm 
calied  the  PaHkament  of  hatta^  because,  fheir 
footmen  not  bein^  allowed  amerds,  they  felkyiied 
their  masters  to  the  House  with  batis  and  eudgeUe 
in  their  handa.     And  it  must  beillowedthat  Aiey 
have  made  a  pretty  good  Uaa  of  them  ever  sinifae.'* 
Numbers  of  anonymous  lettem  wielie  throws 
down  the  areas  ef  pec^le  of  ftshitm  after  this  af- 
ftir,  denouncing  vengeanoQ  agtmst  those  who  as« 
sisted  in  depriving  theai  of  their  ISheity  and  pnN 
perty,  as  tfaey  werejdeosed  to  term  tiieir  rioia  and 
the  gallery  of  Dtary^ifne  l^eatre.    Two  footmen 
were  committed  without  bail  or  mainpriae  to  an- 
swer for  their  comkiet ;  and,  while  in  Newgate, 
received  supplies  of  every  kind  through  tlii  gene- 
rwus  smbeeriftiims  of  tiKir  sympathising  brethreo. 
At  the  same  tiaoe  56  men  Bwantadl  guaird  at  the 
Theatre  every  night  under  the  direction  of  Colo** 
nel  ]>e  VeU. 

Mary-le-bon 


1^97';'=  atiii'  till  Utait  year  wekikataM'igimMih^* 
dl^'i«ii]»;bPpe^lb;but  tke  uuMltJly  fiMrtiay 
tothenfiibeco^njig  sioreiietjiutlbU;  Af«rOM||^: 
the  ktepbr^  deteFmined  4o  demaiid«  ridHq^Mcpr'^ 
tivne^money^^ibr which  the  pHljp^agritt|ft<lraii»to\ 
Aoeiv^  ati' ipqaivdent  119  viandii  v  .^  * :  >  1  > :  n  i  ^n«  >  • 
bfMiV'-Che^vyttdi  and  Mn  Oddl^ 
Pte3rflJifAder  the  Lord  Ghaqiberltin^: 
Mflii«t(eMhh(NBgegrafu.in  1738,'  v^->(:-m:. 

is  lVevMi(kfag('pMpp0rtlt  weni  ^paMuiifed'bj  1ii» 
nMrterieflVauxhall^rdens  in  M aidi  II1383  i^v:^^ 
if4ftTfae  entertaintn^nt  will  he  opoftdilie  bdtar* 
Au}^ April  or.  banning  of  Migr^as  the  wenAer: 
pUnnitB),land*4oiitinae  threef  mdnths  -  or>ilengeiV- 
widi  the  usval  iihiminatioiii  inad  band  ef  niiMlek» 
and  several  considerable  additions  and  improire-^ 
ments  to  the  organ. 

^^  A  thousand  tickets  only  will  be  delivered  out, 
at  24  shillings  each ;  the  silver  of  every  ticket  to 
be  worth  3 j.  6d.  and  to  admit  two  persons  every 
evening  (Sundays  excepted)  during  the  season. 

'^  Every  person  coming  without  a  ticket  to  pay 
1^.  each  time  for  admittance. 

^^  No  servants  in  livery  to  walk  in  the  gardens. 

'^  AH  subscribers  are  desired  not  to  permit  their 
tickets  to  get  into  the  hands  of  persons  of  evil  re* 
pute,  there  being  an  absolute  necessity  to  exclude 
all  such. 
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^^  All  possible  endeavours  will  be  used  that  the  ^ 
particulars  provided  at  tlie  entertainmeat  may  be  ; 
the  best  in  their  several  kinds ;    and,  that  the  - 
Company  may  judge  of  the  reasonableness  of 
them,  printed  tables  of  the  prices  of  each  will  ba 
fixed  up  in  difTerent  parts  of  the  gardens. 

'VReceipts  will  be  delivering  frpm  tliis  day  till* 
Thursday  the  13th   of  April  inclu^ivq,  and  no 
longer^   by  Mr.  Thomas  Cox,  bookseller,  under; 
the  Royal  Exchange;    Mr.  John  Stagg, .book-> 
seller,  in  Westminster^hall;  and  at   the  Spring-, 
gardens  above-mentioned;    at  all  whif;h  placeg; 
tickets  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  Tuesday  the 
18th  of  April.     N.  B.  As  the  striking  the  tickets, 
and  engraving  the  names  must  nece^arily  employ 
a  considerable  time,  the  subscribers  are  desjred  to 
take  out  receipts  as  soon  as  may  suit  their  conve- 
niency,  in  order  that  the  tickets  piay  be  delivered 
at  tlie  time  mentioned." 

The  Watermen's  company  gave  notice,  at  the 
same  time,  that -two  of  their  beadles  would  attend 
at  Vauxhall-stairs  from  five  o*clock  till  eleven,  to 
prevent  impositions  by  the  members  of  their  So- 
ciety, 

Mrs.  Arne  sung  at  a  Concert  established  in  the 
succeeding  winter  at  the  Great  Room,  Panton- 
street,  the  band  of  which  was  selected  from  that 
of  the  Opera-house  ;  but  the  singularity  most  atr 
tractive  consisted  of  an  organ  combined  with  a 
harpsichord  played  by  clock-work,  which  exhi- 
bited 
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bttw  wait  flMMMettti  of  Iqn  Mrtfy  Hm  mStMttap^ 

bcaridet  Mj|vii^  astMooorict!  aiid  gMogH^AUtf 
problemi  tm  Mfo  giobei^  md  gheWhig  Afe  ttOift 
ige  with  die  C6periii0i&  arf^teto  ife  Mi^ 
CMK^y,  ApoUo>  and  tbe  Mqms^  &ci*Stb  ^*i 
r  A  company  df  Fitneb  OimtiM^  fefiMil  W^ 
'  litfkThealM  itt  the  HayiMrfcet  f^Hmnmikid 
inB,^  mad  «ttmi][tted  to  play  <^ liT JMktadMf'iikto^ 
J^-^      BldUM§f  tmtttle  andieads,  tiwded^  jj^aaaMtH 
tD  drive  die  perfoniien  from  UMdd^^ 
a  viokM  fiet,  in  wliksh  tiwy  praciMriHl^^^ 
Hewil^  a  fencing^master,  had  Me  ef  hik  dMd!» 
oaliplmoit  off  by  a  swoid^  and  Aw  aetDW  ftadf  flbd 
tlamigh  the  baek-^viMlows  into  SaflfaiiMAMelr 
every  diing  that  oovid  he  brefcen.  wMdii'tflfr 
house  was  compl^tdy  demolished^  aeda  #M^,  i^ 
tucfing  to  the  title  of  the  play,  wrote  these  Bilea: 

<^  Zealous  for  Britain,  and  to  teach  k  sense. 
The  Gallic  players  came  over— fwt  for  petfiee; 
And  as  first  trials  oft  give  projects  health. 
Wisely  they  opened    with    "  The    Plague    of 

Wealth.- 
The  grateftil  Britons,  conscious  what  they  ow'd 
For  unsought  favours  with  such  grace  bestowVi ; 
To  prove  they  lik'd  the  donor  s  wholesome  lore. 
Returned  them  cashless  to  their  native  shore  * 

The  assertion  in  the  latter  line  however  is  not 
true,  as  a  handsome  subscription  was  made  to 
enable  the  disuppointed  Comedians  to  return  in 
comfort  to  France,  which  amounted  to  Sool. 
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Hahdel  hired  the  Opera-house  in  1738,  for  the 
performance  of  Oratorios  twice  a  week. 

One  of  the  mort  cxtraordinaiy  events  upon  re* 
cord  in  the  history  of  the  stage  occurred  ii(l74i 
when  the  Duke  of  Montague,  in  concert  vnt 
sotne  other  tr its,  determined  to  make  trial  of  the 
credulity  of  the  publick,  in  order  to  ascertain  how^. 
Lfar  it  would  extend:  in  the  accoTn|)li$hrnent  of 
;  this  purpose  they  inserted  several  most  absurd  and 
I  ridieulgus  j^dyeiti  in  the  newspapers,  one   /'  a  a  ^ 

\  of  which  announced  that  on  Mondav,  the  l6th  of  ^^^"^  ^  »^' 
I  January,  a  man  would  enter  a  common  wine-bot-  ^  '  ■   '^  • 
tie'  Sn* the  stag^,  and  siitg  in  it.     Contrary  tCMl  ^^'J         ' 
probable  calculation,  the  Little  Tlieatre  in  the 
Haymarket  received  an  overflowing  audience,  who 
waited  without  musick  and  with  exemplary  pa- 
tience till  eight  o'clock.     At  that  hour  the  usual 
testimonies  of  di&content  appeared,  to  the  terror 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  house.     And  the  con- 
trivers of  the  scheme  being  now  totally  at  a  loss 
how  to  dismiss  their  dupes,  a  |}erson  was  at  length 
deputed  to  offer  the  return  of  the  admission-mo- 
ney.    At  tlie  same  moment  another  unfortunately 
added,  that  the  Conjuror  would  enter  a  pint  bot- 
tle for  double  prices.     The  riot  then  became  ge- 
neral, and  some   injury  occurred  to  the  ladies^ 
dresses  and  the  gentlemen's  wigs  in  effecting  their 
escape  from  the  Theatre.     A  party  who  were  de- 
termined on  mischief  temained,  and  proceeded  to^ 
demolish  the  boxes,   benches,  scenes,  &c.  &c. 

which 
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liktpife  m  with  fhevpleMidrMfy  tta^Ms^  *'*''- 

L«t  It  Also  be  MoMded,  thutdieiikkmtf  ItM 

tfettded*  But  Ket  us  rduih  to  tte  SljpcMintl|f^iAt^ 
liBit  wts  pttss  tfafitti  without  liw  ncmttft'oNill  nMMBa' 
diQr  received  m  175$9  when  theM  cfXicffleiU^liMieif 
■pjpeared  hi  the  London  Cbronicle,  to  wbkSif  I  Ifitai 
iM  nothmg  hew.  "^  • 

"THE  SPOUTJNG  CLUa      ;  ,    , 
A  Poetical  DUh  newly  caohtdMf   r- 
j..^       By  RioouM  FuNNiDoa,  £tt|.  .  p.    ,  .^ 
.  .^fettprof  Bombast  and  BlanA:  Vene  mlfae^ 
Univenity  of  QueeramanuL 

Onianmr  tenmes  grandSa. 

^  NOW  o'er  the  world,  in  teble  ciiichtre  dkMf^ 
Night  rolls  her  awfbl  douds.     Her  misty  veil 
Hangs  blackening  *fore  the  eye,  whose  visual  orb 
In  vain  attempts  to  penetrate  the  gloom 
CondensM ;  save  where  the  cotton  *mers'd  in  oil 
Within  some  glassy  concave  yields  its  flame 
Twinkling ;  and  save  where  in  the  servile  hand 
Behind  a  rattling  coach,  the  tsedal  stick 
Held  waving  glimmers  on  the  face  of  things. 
Free  from  the  business  of  the  bustling  day. 
This  interval  indulging,  to  the  Club 
Of  Spouters  I  repair ;  where  mortal  forms, 

*  Sbakspeare's  llicbard  III. 
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Borne  high  upon  the  feathers  of  conceit. 

Rise  into  air ;  while  puffing  blasts  of  wind. 

Bursting  from  loosely-flying  Fancy's  cave. 

Blow  them  to  regions  where  Theatra  dwells. 

Here,  o'er  the  summit  of  a  chair  I  loll ; 

My  circumspective  eyes  explore  the  room. 

A  groupe  of  staring  objects  strike  my  sight ; 

Features  distinct  and  various.     While  upoa 

Tlie  table's  oval,  the  resplendent  cup 

Its  pure  contents  and  frothy  surface  boasts 

invigorant.     Virginia's  plant  matured 

Lies  in  the  centre.     With  a  clay-form'd  tube 

Each  member  graces  his  extended  hand. 

Above  the  rest,  with  looks  erect  and  sage. 

Deputed  sits  the  regent  of  the  night. 

In  dbow-chair  pre-eminent.     His  hand 

The  silence-knocking  hammer  wields.    Before 

His  optic  balls  areplac'd  two  shining  plates. 

Betwixt  whose  pewter  confines,  interspers'd 

With  glittering  pieces  of  argental  coin. 

Lie  wide-spread  half-pence,  jingling  at  the  touch. 

There  great  he  sits,  with  glee  magnificent. 

The  strong  potation  quafiing.     On  the  slate 

The  numerous  pots  he  marks,  with  aspect  keen. 

So,  with  superior  power  invested,  sits 

A  constable  elate,  in  dome  rotund. 

Imbibing  porter  solid.     Witli  an  air 

Self-confident  he  scrawls  the  captive's  name. 

Now  moves  around,  *with  circulation  quick, 

The  tankard  lessening.    Strait  again  receives 

Its 


i 


906 

Its  due  coAipletiM:    Like  ihe'^hallgtdg  tide 
It  ebbs  acnd  flows  tltenurte.    Cnriing  qiires 
Ascending  |Miint  tlie  pUutei^d  canopjr 
Foligincnn:  the  waftnre  dims  the  s^t,  • 
And  thro*-liie  smoeky  mist  the  cuidlei  Mdb 
Azure.    But  lo !  a  Roscian  stands  eitsct 
Stentorophontes.    Him  long  time  I  maiVd,  . 
Saw  meditation  hover  o'er  his  brow^ 
And  all  his  faculties  absorbed  in  thought 
He  bends  his  head  addressive  to  the  boards 
And  thus  harangues — ^Why  sit  we  here  thus 

mute^  .      . 

^^  And  frustrate  all  the  puipose  of  our  meeting  } . 
^^  Already  has  the  hoarse-lung'd  watchman  bawfd 
^  Pkst  nine  o'clock.**    So  sayii^^  forth  be  stalks. 
With  step  theatric.     Mark  his  buskin  tread, 
And  eye-balls  rolling.     Ranged  along  the  floor 
The  candles  blaze.     And  now  the  signal  giv'n, 
All  bend  their  eyes  on  him — ^No  longer  now 
Pauses  the  youth,  but  storms  in  wild  Macbeth. 
Lo!  now  apparent  on  his  horrid  front 
Sits  grim  distortion.     Every  feature's  lost. 
Screwed  horrible,  unhumanizM — On  stage 
Of  quack  itinerant  thus  have  I  seen 
An  Andrew  wring  the  muscles  of  his  face. 
Deforming  nature,  and  extort  the  grin 
And  wonder  of  the  many-headed  crowd. 
He  spoke ;  when  strait  a  loud  applauding  noise 
Knsues  :  the  clap  of  hands  and  thump  of  feet 
(  oii'iningling.     Knuckles  on  the  table's  verge 

With 
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With  fary  beating,  and  the  sound  ot  sticks 
Junctive  confirm  the  rattle  of  applause.  I 

Tremble  the  pewter  vases,  and  within 
The  fluid  fluctuates.     The  surging  pipes 
Roll  from  their  beds  of  tin.     The  wooden  plain 
Is  strewM  on  all  sides  with  the  clattVing  ruin,  . 
Lo !  now  another  of  theatric  mould      •  ''^    ' 
^^  Rises  in  clouded  majesty,"  yclep'd 
Ranter;     Forth  issue  from  his  steaming  mouth 
These  long  imprisoned  Alps  of  tow'ring  smoke, 
'^  Riding  upon  the  bosom  of  the  air." 
Him  had  his  inauspicious  cruel  stai*s 
Destin'd  to  oil,  to  dress  the  flowing  curl, 
And  with  nice  hand  to  weave  the  yielding  hair. 
But  each  revolving,  rising,  setting  sun 
Beheld  this  hero  looking  on  his  trade 
With  eyes  indignant.     His  exalted  soul 
Launched  'y^nd  the  limits  of  his  narrow  sphere. 
Fraught  with  extended  notions  of  the  stage. 
His  ample-daring  mind  the  drama's  laws 
Sole  entertain'd — ^The  tonsor  now  assumes 
The  part  of  Richard,  and  with  awkward  strut    . 
Affects  majestic  air. — So  at  the  wake 
Roger  begins  the  dance,  but,  wanting  skill, 
Betrays  himself  unequal  to  the  task. 
Thy  graceful  periods,  so  oft  admir'd, 
Divine  inspired  Shakspeare !  on  his  tongue 
Imperfect  die  away.     His  laboufd  speech 
Sounds  gutfral,  like  the  hoarsely  croaking  race 
Upon  the  banks  of  some  pellucid  stream. 

Scarce 


Scarce  had  he  fiiiisVd,  when  salutes  his  cat's 
The  mingled  noise  upon  the  dusty  floor 
Reverberated.     Down  tlie  shaver  sits 
Well-pleas'd.     And  next  upstarts  Hihemtu'ii  aon, 
Like  some  enthusiast  on  a  tripod  rais'd 

Intruded  swift  into  the  candle's  blaze 
Is  nigritied,  and  marks  th'  aspiring  youth 
With  whiskers  bold.     Ferocity  uow  darts 
From  either  eye  Iter  broad  unmeaning  stare; 
In  Bajazet  he  raves,  and  low'ring  bids 
Defiance.     'Yond  just  Nature's  ample  pow'n    .  _ 
He  rants  elaborate.     His  roaring  voice  m'  • 

Calls  echo  forth  respondent.     On  the  mart       ^ 
Of  fishy  Billingsgate  tlius  have  I  heard 
A  hanfa  hmg-^naduDg  aoiicw  Ml  irrt  W  thii  .  ' 
Dissimilar.     He  coded ;  but  the  tribe 
Withhold  the  grasp'd'ftt  ba&ners  of  applaase. 
Then  down  he  sita,  with  woefiil  aspect  dull. 
But  strait  emerging  from  a  sea  of  thought. 
He  swaBowt  huty  the  salubrioua  itrevm. 
And  re-inthrones  his  abdicated  soul. 
Bronzoidei  ne^  his  meteor  l»fs  down 
Igniferous.    Him  had  hia  pascBta  lent 
To  London  (scat  of  business)— 4here  the  laiwa 
Of  England's  state  to  learn  andooetdse. 
For  him.a  weU-«iperi»iced  Don  was  found. 
Whose  quick-tura'd  eyes  fomsatv  each  quibUe 
quaint. 

And 
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And  quirk  evasive.    As  an  osier  lights 
That  bending.yields  to  ev'ry  blast  of  wind. 
His  heart  to  fraud  was  flexible, — ^his  heart. 
Where  dark  Deceit,  in  honest  guise  array'd,         ^ 
Had  sown  its  seeds,  and  poison  d  evVy  grain 
Which,  warm'd  by  potent  Truth's  congenial  ray. 
With  Virtue's    plenteous    harvest   might  have 

teem'd. 
But  fruitless  was  the  youth's  parental  aim, 
Tho'  sedulous.     For  scarce  two  yea)^  had  rolFd 
Since  fair  Augusta  first  had  bless'd  his  eyes. 
When  great  Bronzoides  first  soliloquiz'd : 
*  Was  it  for  this,  that  o'er  the  classic  deep 
I  sail'd,  and  landed  on  poetic  shores  ? 
Have  I  for  this  flew  round  the  Aonian  mount 
With  plumes  immortal,  and  so  often  play'd 
With  spotless  Muses,  in  Pierian  meads  ? 
Am  I,  ye  Gods,  eternally  to  scribe 
Inglorious  ?    No — Some  power  uplifts  my  soul. 
Buoyant,  above  the  common  class  of  earth's 
Dull  reptiles.  Hence^  ye  wrong-adjudg'd  Reports; 
Ye  dry  collections,  hence.     I  leave  ye  all 
To  those  grave,  solid-looking  fools,  whose  ears 
Tautology  best  charms.    OhI  Shakspeare,  come 
With  all  thy  pupils.     Fiie  my  glowing  breast,^ 
Expand  my  genius,  and  enlarge  my  soul.' 
Kindled  that  instant  at  the  raptur'd  thought^ 
His  intellects,  high  tow'ring  flew  to  iealm« 
Dramatic.    There  the  storehouse  of  his  brain 
He  fiU'd  redundant  ^H«ra  he  txm  iuB  akill 
vox.,  u.  f  Tb«ltri<^ 
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Theatric^  ere  npcm  the  graoefiil  stage ' 
^  With  steps  adventarouB  he  dares  to  tiead.  "  - ' 
So  children  dabble  in  the  shidlow  stream 
FUyfuly  till  fear  forsakes  their  little  soub ;  •^' 
Then  bold  thejr  rush  into  the  middle  Thames.  - 
<  List,  list,  O  lisf— Oh!  how  his  tsnefal  MM»  • 
Rises  and  fUls,  as  Oysterdla^s  ^  '         v 

And  strong,  when  ev^  street  and  duvii^  lane 
Adjacent  echo  the  testaceous  «ry.  <     .  r    { 

He  spouted — and  received  his  share  of  pittse. 

Inflated  witfi  the  swellings  of  coBmt,  * 

And  newly  flushed  wifh  laige-aspiring  hopetf 
Of  excellence,  uprises  Leatheronxo 
Fam'd.    In  repairing  worn-out  calcumenti 
Non€l  was  his  equal.    No  one  better  knew  <        * 
The  pointed  awl  to  handle.    Yet  his  breast 
With  rage  dramatic  glow'd.     In  mad-struck  Lear 
The  scene  he  opens :  but  for  want  of  crown 
Paus'd  his  mock-majesty.     Around  the  place 
Long  time  his  eyes  terrific  rolled.     At  length 
^  In  a  black  corner  of  the  room  he  spied* 
An  empty  urinal — Fir'd  at  the  sight, 
He  snatchM  the  vacuum,  and  to  his  head 
Adapted  it  well  pleased.     Now,  now  he  raves 
With  brazen  lungs,  until  a  sudden  jerk 
His  action  terminates.     Upon  the  floor 
Down  drops  the  Jordan.     As  it  rolls  along 
It  rings  applause  unto  his  listening  ear. 

Lo !  now  springs  forward  with  elastic  step, 
A  son^f  Comedy,-  Sgccado  call'd.      ' 

..    Tlie 
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The  tunic  dazzling  with  its  golden  pride> 

The  button-hole  gay- wrought  with  wondrous  art,. 

The  mode-cut  collar,  and  well-fancied  sleeve^ 

Had  oft  proclaim'd  his  taste.     Yet  not  to  this 

Was  his  great  soul  confln'd.     Theatra  now^ 

Dramatic  goddess,  whispers  in  his  ear, 

And  bids  him  shine  away  in  Foppington. 

Where 's  now  that  stately  flatness  of  the  gait  ? 

That  easy  stiffness  where  ?  so  often  seen 

In  thee^  O  Gibber !  and  so  oft  admir  d^ 

Alas !  how  faintly,  rudely  copied  here ! 

With  joints  inflexible,  and  neck  oblique. 

An  object  stiff*'ning  to  the  sight  he  stands 

In  attitude  unmeaning,  and  deprives 

Each  injured  word  of  its  emphatic  due. 

He  finished,  when  the  wonted  noise  b^ins^ 

Loud  as  his  all-attentive  ears  can  wish ; 

Nor  less  than  that  which  shakes  the  bending  stairs 

To  the  Theatric  semicircled  seats, 

Hight  upper  gallery,  ductive,  when  some 

Grand-habited  scene-boasting  pantomime. 

From  'hind  their  compters,  and  from  cleaning 

knives, 
And  from  tenebrious  pprter-breathing  cells. 
Where  all  daylong  in  glee  they  tippling  sat, 
Calls  forth  the  terrene  quick-ascending  gods. 
Prologues  and  epilogues  increase  the  sport. 
To  periodize  the  humours  of  tlie  night 
Now  far  advanced;  goes  round  the  jovial  song, 
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Tlie  laugh-exciting  catch,  or  wanton  tale 

He-itcratcd.    Bacchus,  King  of  Joys, 

Twines  not  his  vine-branch  here.    **  Traemao^ 

entire" 
Reigns  arbitrary.     With  its  vapours  bland 
Their  giddy-rolling  heads  anointed  turn 
Upon  an  axis  brittle.     Total  noise 
Its  anarchy  extends.     But  oh!  how  soon 
Terrestrial  mirth  evaporates.     Amitbt 
Their  jocund  glee,  and  lovely-floating  hours. 
Enter  the  Constables,     Ten  watthmen  brave 
Their  presence  dignity.    Amazement  chill 
Sits  on  each  spouting  face.     So  looks  the  wretch 
Involv'd  in  debt,  when  first  he  spies  tlie  front — 
The  front  most  hated  of  a  Catch-pole  grim. 
Not  e'en  Macbeth  stands  more  appall'd  with  lear^ 
When  niurdcT'd  Banquo's  horrid-glaring  ghost 
Disturbi  the  regal  banquet.    Sach,  »o  great 
llieir  fear  unmanly,  that  their  passive  souls 
To  their  hard  fete  submit.    Restless  all^ 
All  walk  desponding  to  the  round-house  dire ; 
And  one  sad  exit  terminates  the  scene. 

All  liail  to  thee !  thou  young  drametic  bard !. 
Ingenious  M-rp-y,  hail !    Before  thy  shrine  - 
I  bend  the  knee.    Thia  epidemic  rage 
Well  hast  thou  ridicurd.    Oh !  may  thy  soeneft 
On  Fame's  high-pendmg  annals  be  enrolFd: 
And  as  thy  Muse  shall  henceforth  deign  to  grace 
Th*  enKghten'd  scene,  and  with  a  steady  hand 
To  hold  up  Nature's  inirnnur,  may  the  tribe 

Of 
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Of  snarling  Critics,  with  invidious  eyes, 
View  the  bright  image,  and  confess  it  true." 

The  reader  will  of  course  forgive  the  chasms  itt 
dates  which  he  frequently  meets  with,  by  recol- 
lecting that  most  of  the  amusements  of  the  people 
of  London  occur  in  succession  annually :  the  The- 
atres, the  Opera,  concerts,  exhibitions,  Ranela^, 
and  Vauxhall,  have  always  had  thetr  r^ular 
stated  periods  of  opening;  and  when  nothing  re* 
markable  took  place  at  either,  it  is  by  no  meant 
necessary  they  should  be  mentioned  under  every 
year.  The  Vauxhall  season  of  1759  produoed 
some  unpleasant  animadversions ;  and  the  propria 
etors  were  publicly  called  upon  to  prevent  the  in- 
famous conduct  of  loose  women  and  their  male 
companions,  whose  yells  have  been  described  at 
issuing  from  the  dark  walks  iu  sounds  full  as  ter» 
rific  as  '^  the  imagined  horror  of  Cavalcauti*8 
bloodhounds:"*  indeed  the  latter  were  charged 
with  driving  ladies  from  their  friends  into  those 
recesses  where  daijgerqus^tgrrors^  were^wante^^ 
inflicted.     , 

Handel's  Decease 
Occurred  on  the  6th  of  April,  1759-  As  this 
eminent  composer  may  justly  be  said  to  have 
formed  a  new  sera  of  musick  in  England,  and  to 
have  established  the  Opera,  and  the  fame  of  his 
Oratorios  perhaps  for  centuries  to  come ;  a  sketch 
of  his  life  from  his  arrival  in  this  Island  cannot 

be 
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be  altogether  unacceptable,  particularly  a«  it  must" 
contain  a  general  history  of  those  amusements' 
with  which  he  became  connected.  Handel  was 
bom  at  HaJl  in  Upjiei-  Saxony  February  24,  ' 
I6S4,  but  did  not  visit  England  till  he  had  at-' 
tained  his  26th  year,  and  when  perfect  master  of 
his  p^l>iee^iQn.  The  stranger,  though  only  upon  . 
leave  of  absence  from  tlie  Court  of  Hanover,  , 
where  he  received  a  pension  of  1500  crowns  per 
annum,  and  held  the  place  of  Master  of  the' 
Elector's  chapel,  wat  presented  to  Queen  Anne, 
and  favourably  received;  thus  honouredj  Handel 
soon  enjoyed  tlie  patronage  of  her  courtiers,  and 
immediately  commenced  his  career  by  correcting 
tbe  errors  of  the  Italian  Opera,  if  that  could  be 
so  called  which  had  been  translated  into  the 
English  language.  As  thi.^  celebrated  composer 
found  it,  the  moat  pathetic  parts  of  the  Italian 
Iniiack  frQi^ntly  fell  upon  wp^-ds  expres^ve  of 
angery .  and  vice  vp'^4  > '  ^^  therefor^  cotnposed 
IIcBEi'&Rinaldo,  wrjtti^n  af^er  an  outline  by  Aaron 
Hill,  who  favoured  the  publick  with  an  ^nglfsh 
version  of  it. 

■  iWlien  Handel  had  '  remained  here  one  year, 
the  full  term  of  his  leave  of  absence,  he'>ettfMed 
t(^  Hanover,  btit  promised  to  re-visit  theQjaef*!! 
at  the  first  conveniont  opportunity:  ttiat^ecttrt*ii!l 
in  1712,  aud  he  cortiposed  his  Te  Dewti  iihd 
Jubilate  after  the  signing  of  tHe  peace  6f  Uh^ltf. 
Queen  Aniiei  highly  gratified  with  Kis  exertioils, 
granted 


gFanted  him  ^pension  of  '200L  f0r4i(d^-%ifkdiM^ 
her  commands  to  the  sohcitations  of  tlie  NobUity; 
that  he  should  assume  the  management  of  thj^ 
Opera-house.  This  he  comphed  with,  and  vio^ 
lated  in  consequence  an  engagement  he  was  under 
to  return  to  the  Electors  Court.  When  that 
Prince  ascended  the  British  throne,  Handelj^ 
conscious  of  his  offence,  dared  not  venture  int^ 
his  presence  r  and  bis  friends  even  thought  stra^ 
tc^m  preferable  to  iatercession  in  ^restoring  him 
to  favour.  To  accojiiplish  this.  Baron  Kilman- 
seck  a[9d  several  of  the  English  nobility  engaged 
tlie  King  in  a. party  of  pleasure  upon  the  Thames; 
at  that  hour  of  rela|:ation  the  King  was  surprizecjl 
with  those  grand  movementsyet  known  as  Handel's 
Water-piec^,  which  were  composed  expressly  for 
the  occasion,  and  performed  under  his  direction 
in  a  boat  attendant  on  the  Monarch.  The  scheme 
was  successful  beyond  expectation ;  and  from 
that  hour  the  fortunate  musician  received  both 
hopours  and  rewards  from  George  I.  The  Earl 
of  Burlington  and  the  Duke  of  Chandos  were  his 
warmest  patrons  and  admirers :  the  latter  indeed 
retained  him  at  Oemons  as  master  of  his  splendid 
clioral  establishment  for  the  offices  of  religion ; 
and  as  Buononcini  and  Attilio  were  then  com- 
posers for  the  Opera,  he  did  not  frequently  inter- 
fere with  their  province. 

.  At  length  the  period  arrived  destined  to  rouse 
the  powers  of  Handel  as  a  oomposer  and  a  tyrant. 

•  •  ' 
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Several  p«non>  of  clistinction  hsA  determined  to 
found  an  Acudemy  of  Musick  in  the  Haymarket, 
in  order  to  insure  a  constant  supply  of  Operas 
from  the  pen  of  the  unrivalled  Saxon,  which  they 
intended  should  be  perfonned  under  his  direction. 
The  subscription  for  this  purpose  amounted  to 
50,000/. ;  and  they  procured  the  King's  name  for 
1000^.  to  ^ace  the  head  of  the  list.  Thu?  autho- 
rised and  enabled,  Handel  went  to  Dresden  for 
performera  of  celebrity,  and  engaged  Senesino 
and  Duristanti,  with  whom  be  returned  to  Eng- 
land, when  they  acted  his  Opera  of  Radamisto  to 
a  mopt  crowded  audience,  which  honoured  him 
with  the  loudest  plaudits.  From  that  day  the 
powerful  partizana  of  Buoii'-iiciiii,  and  those  of 
Handel,  became  irreconcileable  enemies  ;  though 
th^ir  enmity  was  so  far  controuled  as  to  permit 
an  agreement  between  them,  that  the  riv«l 
masters  sh<^uld  alternately  compose  the  acts  of 
Mutius  ScxTola,  and  thus  afford  a  criterion  t^ 
which  their  superiority  was  to  be  determined. 
Handel  conquered;  and,  his  reputation  firmly 
estabhehed,  he  reigned  sole  monarch  of  the  Aca- 
demy for  nine  years.  At  the  close  of  that  period 
Senesino  accused  Handel  of  oppression,  and  Han- 
del treated  Senesino  as  a  rebel  against  his  autho- 
rity; ^e  publick  immediately  divided  on  tfua 
important  question ;  and,  to  complete  their  veot- 
ation,  Faustina  and  Cuzzoni  quarrelled.  Hai^ 
mony  ceased  in  every  point  of  vieWj  ahd  tbe 
Academy 
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Academy  was  dissolved ;  but  Handel  maintained 
his  post  at  the  Haymarket,  where  he  soon  dis- 
covered that  with  Senesino  he  had  dismissed  the 
majority  of  his  audiences.  In  this  dilemma  he 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  celebrated 
Heidegger  to  perform  Operas  on  their  own  ac- 
count ;  tl^  accordingly  engaged  several  new  per- 
formers; but  the  Nobility,  exasperated  at  die 
Saxon^s  tjn^&nnical  conduct,  entered  into  a  sub- 
scription, with  which  they  opened  the  Theatre  in 
LincolnVinn-fields,  countermatching  his  Italians 
with  the  incomparable  Farinelli.  The  contest 
was  continued  three  years  in  conjunction  wiA 
Heidegger ;  and  Handel  persisted  one  year  aflor 
/his  partner  retired :  he  then  left  the  Ha}anarket 
to  his  rivals. 

Chagrined  and  disappointed,  he  endeavoured 
.to  establish  himself  at  LincolnVinn-fields,  and 
afterwards  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Rich  at 
Covent-garden  Theatre,  where  he  found,  to  hii 
great  mortification,  that  his  musick,  however 
sublime,  was  not  a  match  for  Farinelli's  voice; 
]ret  he  persisted  till  he  had  almost  ruined  his  for- 
tune, and  actually  deranged  his  faculties,  besides 
causing  a  paralytic  stroke,  which  deprived  him  of 
the  use  of  his  right  arm :  he  was  however  reco- 
vered from  the  latter  calamities  by  using  the  baths 
of  Aiz-la-chapelle  about  the  year  1736. 

Fortunately  for  Handel  the  publick  were  pleased 
widi  the  performance  of  his  Alexander's  Feast  at 

Covent- 
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Covent-garden  Tlieaire  soon  after  his  return;  aml^ 
to  add  to  his  good  fortune,  he  was  solicited  tu 
compose  two  Italian  Operas  for  Lord  Middlesex,, 
who  had  been  compelled  to  take  the  direction  of 
this  dirticult  concern  upon  himself,  to  preserve  it 
from  tot;vl  ruin.  His  success  on  this  occasion 
operated  powerfully  with  the  multitude;  aiid  a 
beuelit  produced  him  1500/.  in  the  year  1738. 
An  opportunity  thus  offered  to  efllct  a  complete 
reconciliation  with  his  former  employers ;  but 
Uut  asperity  of  temper  and  impatience  of  controui 
which  always  marked  his  character  induced  Uim 
to  i-ejoct  every  proposal  connected  with  sub-. 
aOiptions.  After  several  uusuccessful  attempts 
to  establish  the  Opera  at  Covent-garden  Theati-e, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  composition  of 
Opitprioa,  which  he  intended  should  have  been 
pc^ff^  and  suDg ;  but  the  popular  opinion,  that 
such  representations  irom.  Scripture  would  be  a 
p^f^natioQ  of  .reli^on,  deterred  lum  from  th^ 
<^^n;  and  he  caused  them  (o  be  ^uqg  only  as 
tliey  are  at  present. ,  ■,.,.,  .., 
,  Sicqilar  to  most  human  inventions,  ;tbe  Oratorio 
Bras  of  little  service  to  the  Author :  posferity,  ac-» 
^9rjding  to  cuatqm,  .has  had  the  hpfjour  of,  re- 
warding Handel's  memory ;  and  if,  an  Angel, com^ 
pesed  new  ones,  they  would  certainly  ^ot  suc- 
ceed, till  he  liad  fled  from  the  earth  half  a  ^euT 
\xyxyy  and  till  Handel  liae  had/i/.$  day. 
■^   1      ■  ..  ■■.!.,       ■        ..'.'■    Tl»? 

. .  ..  i 
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The  IHsh  nation  received  our  great  masiciaa- 
and  his  oratorioa  with  complacency;  uid  u'bc> 
gave  the  produce  of  the  first  performance'  of  hii 
Messiah  in  Dublin  to  the  City  prison,  he  soon, 
secured  their  patronage.  After  considerably  im- 
proving his  circumstances,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  his  oratorios  recovered  from  thdr 
previous  depression,  and  received  that  approbatita; 
which  a  dread  of  having  lost  them  probably  ex- 
cited. Handel  gave  the  profits  of  an  annual  per- 
formance of  the  Messiah  to  the  Foundling  Ho»> 
pital ;  and  attended  their  oratorios  regularly  long' 
after  he  had  lost  his  sight  by  a  gutla  serenOy  and- 
till  within  eight  days  of  hie  death.  -■     ■. -r 

His  present  Majesty  is  passionately  fond  of 
Handel's  musick ;  and  tliat  the  publick  are  not 
less  so,  may  be  inferred  by  the  eternal  repetition 
of  his  Oratorios  during  the  season  of  Lent;  by' 
which  means,  1  shall  be'excnsed  in  observing,' 
aodern' musical  genius  is  depressed,  and  the 
ppckets  of  conductors  ntoiie  readily  tilled.  Henoe 
thetireeome  selections  nlioij  festivals  and  at  con- 
certs, where,!  if  the  andi«nce  is  surprised  by  a  new 
movement,  they  exclaim/ "  Ah  1  this  is  rujt  like 
Handel's  strains:" — TiW*  hot  may  they  not  be 
equally  delightful  ? 

The  first  description  of  an  Opera  which  I  have 

met  with  is  in  the  eleventh  number  of  the  'I'beatre, 

for  November  l8,  1758.     As  the  writer  appears 

to  have  entered  into  the  subject  with  more  than 

usual 
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osoal  spirit^  its  insertion  may  possibly  prove  nc- 
oeptable  to  the  reader ;  but  he  will  immediately 
discover  that  even  our  Hieatres  for  pantomime 
now  rival  the  antient  Opera. 

"  King's  Theatre.  On  Saturday  the  l8th  in- 
stant was  performed  a  new  Opera  called  AttalOy 
with  new  decorations  and  dances.  I  have  already 
thrown  out  a  few  loose  hints  with  regard  to  the 
abovementioned  performance;  and  as  in  this 
place  I  propose  speaking  of  it  a  little,  more  at 
Iai^9  I  shall  begin  with  observing,  that  an 
Opera  has  in  one  particular  a  manifest  advantage 
over  almost  every  theatrical  entertainment,  by 
admitting  of  that  kind  of  shew  and  decoration^ 
which  if  not  absolutely  rejected  by  the  other 
daughters  of  the  Drama,  is  at  least,  generally 
speaking,  forced  upon  them:  that  is  to  say^ 
though  we  sometimes  see  triumphs  and  proces- 
sions in  a  few  of  our  ti-agedies  and  comedies,  yet 
the  best  judges  have  always  looked  on  them  as 
childish  and  ridiculous :  whereas,  the  only  design 
of  an  Opera  being  to  delfght,  that  gay  finery  which 
looks  so  unbecoming  and  out  of  character  upon 
her  two  elder  sisters,  is  a  necessary  part  of  her 
dress ;  and  as  nobody  understands  the  method  of 
placing  those  ornaments  better  than  Mr.  Vaneschi, 
so  in  the  present  case  I  think  he  has  taken  all  the 
care  imaginable  to  set  offAttalo  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. 

^^But 
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^  ut  a  dry  and  circumstantial  description  of 
these  matters  would  not  only  fall  very  short  of 
what  is  meant  to  give  an  idea  of,  but  also  be  te« 
dious  to  the  readers :  for  this  reason  therefore  I 
shall  hardly  attempt  to  do  any  thing  more  in  the 
present  essay  than  to  assure  them  that  the  finest 
scenes,  the  finest  pantomime  hitherto  inventedt 
even  by  that  father  of  pantomimes  himself,  the 
manager  of  Covent-garden  playhouse,  are  consi- 
derably inferior  to  those  in  the  Opera  of  Attalo  ; 
but  particularly,  in  the  first  act,  where  Semiramis 
enters  in  a  triumphal  car,  supported  by  Medean 
and  Bactrian  slaves,  and  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  Assyrian  soldiers  who  carry  the  spoils  and 
trophies  of  an  enemy  which  she  is  supposed  lately 
to  have  conquered,  we  are  presented  with  the 
scene  of  a  square ;  not  a  dead  piece  of  painted 
canvass,  but  one  In  which  the  prospective  is  exe* 
cuted  in  so  masterly  a  manner,  that  one  wouM 
almost  swear  it  was  something  more  than  a  mere 
deceptio  visits ; .  to  which,  by  the  way,  a  pedes- 
trian statue,  which  is  elevated  in  the  centre  of  the 
buildings,  does  not  a  little  contribute. 

^^  Scenes  of  this  kind  are  seldom  if  ever  to  be 
seen  in  a  common  Theatre,  where  the  other 
charges  are  so  large  and  numerous,  as  well  as  the 
price  so  confined,  that  the  profits  of  such  a 
pompous  apparatus  would  by  no  means  answer 
the  expence:  the  place  in  our  EngUsh  plays  also 
b  too  often  varied  to  allow  of  it^  besides,  die 

business 
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liepi'gicptatian  <rf  a  magnificent  hall,  adolnedwith 
anns  and  trophies.  There  was  a  full  hooae ;  ami 
the  spectators  expressed  their  approbation  by 
nnanimoos  ajqdause.** 

The  Oratorio  of  Jiidas  Maocabsns  was  fo^ 
formed  on  the  l8th  of  January  176O  at  the 
Music-room  in  Dean^streety  Schu^  which  w^s  the 
first  night  of  subscriptimu  The  pit  seats  were 
IM.  6d.  and  the  galloy  Ss.i  the  performera 
Signora  Pssserini^  Miss  Frederick^  Mr.  HudsoOj^ 
and.  Mr.  Champnesa;  and  the  chorus  contained 
the  best  singers  of  the  Chapel  Royal  and  St.  IVilV 
The  musicHHoom  is  now  Christie's  Anction-ioom 
for  furniture,  and  seems  in  a  state  of  ruin. 

WHITE  CONDUIT  ttOUSfi*. 

jind  to  White  Conduit  House 
IVe  will  go^  will  go,  will  go. 

Grub-street  Register. 

*'Wish*d  Sunday's  come — mirth  brightens  ev*iy 
face, 
And  paints  the  rose  upon  the  house»maid*s  cheeky 
Harriot^  or  Moll,  more  ruddy.    Now  the  heart 
Of  prentice  resident  in  ample  street, 
Or  alley  kennel-wash'd^  Cheapside,  ComhiU^ 
Or  Cranbome,  thee  for  calcuments  renown'd^ 
With  joy  distends.     His  meal  meridian  o'er. 
With  switch  in  hand^hetotbe  WhiteConduitHouse 

*  London  Chronicle. 

Hies 
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^  •  • 

Hies  in^rry*hearted.     Human  beings  here. 
In  couples  multitudinous  assemble^ 
Forming  the  drollest  groupe  that  ever  trod 
Fair  Islingtonian  plains.     Male  after  male, 
Dog  after  dog  suceeding — husbands — ^wives- 
Fathers  and  mothers — brothers — sisters — friends 
And  pretty  little  boys  and  girls.     Around, 
Across,  along,  the  garden's  shrubby  maze. 
They  walk,  they  sit,  they  stand.     What  crowds 

press  on 
£ager  to  mount  the  stairs,  eager  to  catch 
First  vacant  bench  or  chair  in  long-room  plac'dl 
Here  prig  with  prig  holds  conference  polite. 
And  indiscriminate  the  gaudy  beau 
And  sloven  mix.     Here  he,  who  all  the  week 
Took  bearded  mortals  by  the  nose,  or  sat 
Weavingdeadhairs^andwhistlingwretchedstrain — 
And  eke  the  sturdy  youth,  whose  trade  it  is 
Stout  oxen  to  contund, —  with  gold-bound  hat 
And  silken  stocking:  strut.     ITie  red-arm'd  belle 
Here  shews  her  tasty  gown,  proud  to  be  thought 
The  butterfly  of  fashion :  and  forsooth 
Her  haughty  mistress  deigns  for  once  to  tread 
The  same  unhallow'd  floor — ^Tis  hurry  all 
And  rattling  cups  and  saucers.     Waiter  here. 
And  waiter  there,  aftd  waiter  here  and  there. 
At  once  is  call'd — Joe — Joe — Joe — Joe-^Joe— 
Joe  on  the  right— ^ind  Joe  upon  the  left, 
For  ev^ry  vocal  pipe  re-echoes  Joe. 
Alas,  poor  Joe !  Like  Francis  in  the  Flay 

VOL.  II.  a  He 


He  stands  confounded,  anxious  how  to  please    . 

The  many-headed  throng.     But  should  I  paint 

The  language,  humours,  custom  of  the  place^ 

Together  with  all  curt'sies,  lowly  bow, 

And  compliments  extern,  'twould  swell  my  page 

Beyond  its  limits  due.     Suffice  it  then 

For  my  prophetic  Muse  to  say,  *  So  long 

As  Fashion  rides  upon  the  wing  of  Tiihe, 

While  tea  and  cream  and  butter'd  rolls  can  please^ 

While  rival  beaux  and  jealous  belles  exisrt. 

So  long.  White-conduit  house,  shall  be  thy  fame/ 

W.  WOTY.'" 

One  of  the  entertainments  of  1760  was  the  per- 
formance on  goblets  containing  water  at  difierent 
heights,  which,  rubbed  on  the  rims  by  a  wet 
finger,  produces  very  sweet  sounds,  and  when 
rapidly  combined  will  make  complete  musick. 
Mr.  Puckeridge  was  celebrated  for  performances 
of  this  de^jcription,  which  were  much -admired  for 
some  time,  but  are  now  nearly  out  of  fashion. 

One  of  the  characteristicks  of  our  various  The- 
atres is  the  benefits,  or,  more  properly  speaking, 
the  plays  which  are  acted  at  the  close  of  each  sea- 
son for  the  individual  profit  of  the  several  per- 
f<)rmer<5.  When  an  actor  takes  a  benefit,  he  pays 
all  the  expences  of  the  eveninpf,  and  incurs  the 
risk  of  great  charges  and  small  profits.  Under 
the  dread  of  losing:,  he  exerts  everv  nerve  to  fill 
the  Theatre,  and  frequently  lays  heavy  contri- 
butions 
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buttons  oh  tradesmen,  who>  through  some  et^ 
isting  circumstances,  think  themselves  bound  to 
take  tickets,  and  dispose  of  them  as  they  can  to 
their  friends :  and  he  soHcits  the  wealthy  without 
risking  the  imputation  of  mendicacy,  because  th^ 
know  the  actor  has  from  loL  to  20L  per  week 
salary.  The  benefit-night  at  length  arrives,  and 
the  doors  are  besieged  at  an  early  hour  by  crowds 
determined  not  to  lose  the  entertainment  they 
have  unwillingly  paid  for ;  in  due  time  they  rush 
forward,  clamour  prevails,  and  the  quiet  casual 
spectator  is  entirely  deprived  of  hearing  the  play  *• 

♦  The  excessive  crowd  aqd  pressure  on  thoge^- 
casiohs- profpkfis  evqy  passionjof  ^^e^humanjbjogwt 
tq_thgir_mmost  exjtent^^iiencfi^every  petty  dispute 
sveells  into  a  wide-spreading  fray,  and  every  little 
alarm  becomes  the  source  of  horror  and^dfisgair :  a 
meUucholy  proof  of  this  fact  occurred  in  jOctofier 
1807,  at  Sadler's- wells,  when  the  words  a  fight!  were 
construed  by  certain  terrified  ladies  into  fire  /  and, 
wonderful  as  it  may  appear,  though  neither  light  nor 
smoke  were  seen,  nor  was  it  scarcely  possible  a  fire 
could  happen  in  that  Theatre,  such  are  the  pre- 
cautions used  by  the  managers,  yet  a  phrensy  took 
place  in  the  gallery  altogether  unaccountable.  The 
entreaties  and  despairing  cries  of  the  managers  with 
speaking  trumpets,  that  there  was  no  fire,  availed 
nothing :  persons,  regardless  of  their  lives,  threw 
themselves  over  into  the  pit ;  and  eighteen  died  from 
pressure  and  suffocl^tion  on  the  gallery  stairs :  uum« 
bers,  besides,  will  probably  suffer  long  from  their 
bruises.    Every  possible  recompence  has  been  made 

Q  2  to 
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.  dvK,  tite  justly  celebrated  comic  actres^  i 
enabled  me  to  illustrate  this  subject  by  the 
Uowing  spirited  letter,  addressed  to  "  the  Air-  ' 
T  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,"  concerning  her  be- 
nefit, and  printed  in  April  1761,     If  the  reader 
should  wish  still  further  illustrations,  1  beg  leavft 
io  refer  him  to  the  various  apologies  for  theatrical 
lives  which  have  been  publ'-'hed  by  Gibber,  Bel-  j 
lamy,  Wilkinson,  &c.  kc. 

"  Sir,  As  I  never  read  your  paper,  I  did  not  1 
hear  of  the  malicious  letter  you  had  published  j 
against  my  benefit,  till  the  very  day,  when  it  was 
too  late  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  mischief  it 
might  do  me,  as  it  was  most  artfully  put  in  your 
paper  the  day  before,  as  well  as  the  day  of  my 
play.  It  is  dated  from  George's  Coffee-house  ; 
but  your  correspondent  must  excuse  me  for  not 
believing  it  came  from  thence,  as  I  have  always 
heard  that  Coffee-house  was  frequented  by  gentle- 
men, not  one  of  whom,  I  am  confident,  would 
have  done  me  an  undeserved  mischief,  I  could 
not  possibly  suppose  Mr.  Shuter  was  capable  of 
uking  any  body  to  write  such  a  letter  for  hitfi,  M 

to  their  surviving  friends  by  the  Proprietors,  who 
have  prosecuted  the  wretches  whose  hateful  tempen 
excited  the  terror,  and  given  two  Jree  beoe&ts,  the 
produce  to  be  divided  between  those  deprived  of  sup- 
port by  the  unexpected  death  of  their  Csuh^s  or 
husbands.  Indeed  their  conduct  deserves  the  thaaka 
of  the  pubUck. 

I  never 
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I  never  did  him,  or  any  performer,  the  least  in* 
jury;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  had  the  greatest 
pleasure  when  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  serve 
them  in  their  benefits,  from  the  highest  class  of 
actors  down  to  the  very  lowest  But  though  he 
was  not  concerned  in  the  writing  of  it  (as  he  has 
declared  he  was  not),  it  is  too  palpable  to  admit  cf 
the  least  doubt,  that  it  must  be  wrote  by  some  of 
his  acquaintance,  in  order  to  serve  his  benefit  by 
destro3ring  mine. — ^That  indeed  was  not  quite  in 
their  power,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  have  a  most 
noble  and  splendid  appearance  of  persons  of  the 
first  distinction  that  night  at  my  play ;  who  have 
been  constant  in  their  goodness  and  favour  to 
me,  and  who  were  not  to  be  influenced  by  a 
wretched  Letter- writer.  The  loss  I  most  certainly 
sustained  by  it  I  should  have  submitted  to  in  si- 
lence, as  it  is  with  the  utmost  diffidence  and  re- 
luctance I  appear  before  the  public  in  this  light: 
but  there  is  a  most  malicious  and  wicked  insi- 
nuation in  his  letter,  which  I  think  myself  under 
an  absolute  necessity  to  reply  to. 

•*  The  Letter-writer,  with  great  ease,  desires 
the  Publick  not  to  go  to  my  benefit,  notwith- 
standing I  had  taken  infinite  pains  to  endeavour 
to  entertain  them  the  whole  season  through ;  his 
reason  for  that  extraordinary  request  is,  that  I 
was  to  have  a  French  farce,  wrote  by  a  poor 
wretched  author,  translated  into  English,  and 
railed  The  Island  of  Slaves  ^^and  then,  with 

great 
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great  art  and  malice,  he  jumbles  together  boiiih 
popular  words,  as,  French  Farce,  English  Li^ 
berty.  Island  of  SUwes  !  '  What  can  Englishmea* 
have  to  do  in  the  Island  nf  Slaves  ?  Poor  wretched! 
insinuation!  Is  it  possible  for  any  body  to  sup-fl 
pose,  if  there  had  been  one  syllable  in  the  piecft  1 
that  had  the  least  tendency  to  sneer  at,  or  affront  1 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  that  tlie  m&iiager^J 
would  have  suffered  it  to  liave  been  acted  ;  or  that-l 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  would  have  given  hitfl 
sanction;  or  that  I  could  have  been  such  a  fooM 
as  to  dare  to  aflront  the  piiblick  with  such  a  per^V 
formance  on  my  own  benefit- night?  I  hope  \  may  1 
be  indulged  (though  a  woman)  to  say  I  have  al-  \ 
ways  dcspi&ed  the  French  Politicks ;  but  I  never  1 
yet  heard  that  \ve  were  at  war  with  their  Wit.         \ 

'*  It  is  imputed  to  me,  by  d*  «uthw  of  the 
letter,  as  a  crime,  that  I  should  have  a  picsce 
taken  from  the  Fr^ch  for  my  benefit  i  when  at 
the  same  time  I  believe  one  part  in  three  of  the 
Comedies  and  little  pieces^  that  are  now  acting 
at  both  the  llieatres,  are  acknowledged  to  he 
taken  from  the  French ;  besides  those  that  both 
antient  and  modem  authors  have  sneaked  into  Uie 
Theatres  without  confessing  from  whence  th^ 
came.  I'  shall  take  the  liberty  to  mentioD  two 
that  are  known  translati<Hi8:  The  Confederacy^ 
bySirJohn  Vanbrugh,  oneof  our  best  Comedies, 
revived  about  two  y^ars  agq«  and  acted  to:  ciowded 
bou«ea,.vith  gyeat  ajfilause;  The  Oiutt^^ant 
wother 
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another  French  piece,  brought  on  about  the  same 
time,  and  received  with  the  highest  approbation : 
both  these  performances  acted  at  a  time  when  we 
were  at  war  with  France,  as  we  are  now.     ^  Ay,' . 
but  says  tlie  good-natured  Letter-writer,  *  The 
Island  of  Slaves  (tremendous  title !)'     I  think  I 
have  made  his  malice  appear  pretty  plain ;  I  shall 
not  have  the  least  difficulty  in  making  his  igno- 
rance full  as  conspicuous.     It  does  not  seem,  by 
the  style  of  his  letter,  that  he  is  Very  intimately 
acquainted  with  his  own  language,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent he  knows  nothing  of  the  French ;   for  if  he 
had  been  capable  of  reading  Mons.  Marivaux's 
Isle  des  Esclaves,  he  could  not  have  been  quite 
so  clumsy  a  critick,  as  to  say  he  is  a  poor  paltry 
author,  when  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  people  of 
taste  and  judgment  to  be  one  of  the  very  best 
writers  the  French  have.     Then,  as  to  his  ma- 
licious insinuation.  The  Island  of  Slaves  is  so 
very  far  from  being  a  satire  upon  English  liberty, 
that  there  is  the  highest  compliment  paid  to  it  { 
the  people  of  that  island  having  quitted  tlieir  na^ 
tiye^country  (Athens)  because  *  they  would  not 
be  Slaves,'    and  established   themselves    in    an 
island,  where,  when  their  passions  have  subsided^ 
and  they  begin  to  forget  the  injuries  they^ received 
in  their  own  country,  they  make  the  most  noble, 
humane,  sensible  laws.    I  cannot  pretend  to  giv^ 
an  account  of  the  whole  piece  in  this  letter;  but  I 
m^y  with  great ,  truth  say^    there  lyas^Qpt  any 

thing 
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,  that  was  exceptionable; 
and  bumour  in  two  of  the  characters,   and  fine 
sentiments  throughout  the   whole;    some  partf 
perhaps,  too  grave  for  what  is  generally  expected 
in  pieces  after  a  play.     I  shall  beg  leave  to  insert- 
a  few  lines  (not  a  translation)  which  concUided 
the  piece:  after  Philo  (one  of  the  Islanders)  ha9'< 
convinced  the  Athenians,    who  are  then  in  hil^l 
power,    of  their  follies,  he  promises  to  provtifcp-l 
thoin  ships  to  send  them  into  their  own  country^ • 
Cleanthe  (one  of  the  characters)  says: 

'  We  are  all  equally  obliged  to  you,  most  i 
able  Philo,  for  your  goodness  to  us ;  and  if  we 
should  be  so  fortunate  to  arrive  sate  at  Athens,  I 
hope  we  shall  have  influence  enough  to  prevail 
with  them,  when  we  i-ecount  our  adventures,  W>« 
Ktiitate  the^iiJcompBAtbte  lft%0  <«F  titm  tnWhippi^ 
Island.* 

"  I  have  done  with  your  CorrespoiMlent :  iiow-, . 
Mr.  Gazetteer,  I  must  say  two  or  tiiree  words  to 
you.  I  desire  you  would  let  me  know  who  "im 
the  author  of  that  letter ;  or  it  is  poskibte  I  may 
convince  you,  I  am  so  truly  nn  Erigli<fa  vdmaa, 
and  so  little  inclined  to'  be  a  ilave,  aft'  not  to 
atrffer  any  one  to  do  xtit  an  mjary  witfe  'icft»- 
•punity.  :  '  '      ■  .      n  !■ 

**  I  am  mformed,  yen  haVe  iriore  thsn  kmcc 
drawn  yourself  into  scrapes,  l>y  the  deficacy  of 
your  piper.  If  you  ttrtrfftiy  with  this  nqn^, 
in  ^t^ngiipy6arauyi#,  I'ri^MI  titink  yonintnA 

to 
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to  reform  your  manners;   and  in  that  ^tee  yoa 
will  stand  a  chance  of  being  read  by  your  hnmbid 
servant, 
«  Henrietta-street,  Covent^  C.  Clive* 

garden^  Aprils,  17 6l. 

"  P.  S.  If  I  can  have  leave  from  the  person 
who  did  me  the  honour  to  translate  The  Island 
of  Slaves  for  me,  I  shall  print  it ;  when  every  ont 
that  pleases  may  see  how  extremely  ill  I  have 
been  treated  .*• 

Benefits  more  congenial  to  the  benevolent 
mind  are,  much  to  the  credit  of  the  proprietors -of 
our  places  of  public  amusement,  frequently -^reft 
to  Charitable  Institutions :  a  ^ort  bill  dated  in 
May  1761  will  explain  those  as  they  were  and  are 
now  announced : 

• 

**  Ranelagh-house,  Tuesday  the  9di  of  June, 
will  be  an  Assembly  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Hospital.  The  doors  will  be  open,  and 
the  concert  begin,  at  the  usual  time.  At  ten 
o'clock  a  magnificent  fire-work  will  be  played  ^ 
on  the  canal  in  the  garden ;  and  to  conclude  with 
«ball. 

"  N.  B.  There  will  be  no  collection  made  for 
the  Charity.     Tickets  half  a  guinea  each,  fee.*" 

I  have  in  another  place  recommended  ihc. 
reader  to  visit  Smithfield  at  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  in  order  to  obtain  a  perfect  knowledge  oi 
the  amusements  substituted  for  a  Fair.  The 
facetious  George  Alexander  Steevens  wrote  the 

following 


..HM  .'"     ■ 

Wng*  Packer*  Holtand,  Obrienf,  Bransbf^' 
Palmer,  and  Ackman. 

The  audience  of  Covent-garden  Theatre  seized 
the  first  opportunity  of  demanding  that  full  prices 
should  no  longer  be  insisted  upon  for  ha\f  pla)r» 
and  the  farce,  except  when  new  pieces  were  re- 
presented; and  received  a  promise  from  the  pro- 
prietors of  acceding  to  their  wishes. 

Mr.  Garrick  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  resisted, 
and  pubhshed  tliis  notice  in  the  Advertiser: 

"  The  Managers  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  having 
been  suddenly  called  upon  last  night,  to  answer 
the  charge  of  an  innovation!  in  r^ard  to  their 
prices,  Mr.  Garrick  acquainted  the  audience  that 
he  was  not  conscious  that  the  managers  had  done 
any  thing  in  this  respect,  in  which  they  were  not 
fully  authorised  by  the  established  usage  of  the 
Theatre;  and-thatj-if  there  had^been thc-aligb^st 
innoiartioji.  it  should  be  rectified :~— and  this  un- 
expected complaint  being  funded  on  the  auer- 
tion  contained  in  a  printed  paper,  whicti  had  been 

*  These  veterans  died  within  a  year  of  eacfa  Odierj 
the  latter  in  September  1S06,  aged  7S  :  they  were  al- 
most ihe  last  aurvtvors  of  Garrick's  school. 

t  Thia  actor  was  sent  a  short  time  before  to.  an- 
nounce a  Comedy  for  representstioa  to  die  audlenc^ 
aod  forgot  tbe  titfe ;  after  pronouncing  the  word 
"  called" — "  called"  several  times,  a  tar  vociferated 
"  Tbe  Tempest ;"—"  Ttofi,"  said-ObrleiS  "'^c 
Tempest." 

the 
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the  same  day  industriously  circulated  in  Cofiee-^ 
houses,  and  distributed  through  every  part  of  the 
Theatre,  Mr.  Garrick  promised  to  publish  a  full 
answer  to  the  charges  contained  in  that  paper; 
but,  the  clamour  still  continuing,  the  performance 
of  the  play  was  entirely  prevented.  The  Ma- 
nagers, therefore,  find  themselves  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  informing  the  publick,  that  a  full  and 
satisfactory  answer  will  be  published  accordingly; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will,  with  their  usual 
candour,  suspend  their  judgment  on  this  occasion 
till  the  appearance  of  such  answer,  which  will  be 
in  a  few  days.'' 

The  Tragedy  of  "  Elvira**  was  announced,  for 
the  evening  succeeding  the  above  address ;  and 
the  Theatre  was  filled  by  a  number  of  persons^ 
who  were  determined  to  enforce  their  resolution 
of  seeing  plays  as  usual  at  half  price.  They  com- 
menced their  operations  by  ordering  the  orchestra 
to  play  the  musick  of  "  Roast-beef'  and  "  Britons 
strike  home,"  which  was  complied  with.  When 
Mr.  Holland  appeared  to  speak  the  Prologue,  he 
was  immediately  driven  from  the  stage:  M& 
Garrick  then  came  on,  and  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain his  reasons  for  the  alteration  complained  of; 
but  in  vain,  and  the  tumult  was  excessive.  The 
following  question  at  length  issued  from  the  pit : 
Will  you,  or  will  you  not,  give  admittance-^ 
alf  price  after  the  "tht^l  act,  except  daring  tte 
rst  winter  of  a  new  Pantomime  ?**  The  Manager 

again 
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again  attempted  to  explain  without  effect :  t/es,  or 
no,  were  the  only  words  granted  him.  J'es,  ac- 
companied by  an  expression  of  indignation,  es- 
caped the  lips  of  Roscius  ;  and  the  Theatre  shook 
with  sounds  of  triumph. 

Mr.  Ackman,  who  had  offended  the  audience 
'  on  the  evening  when  this  affair  was  first  noticed 
by  the  publick,  then  received  a  summons  to  ap- 
pear and  apologise  for  his  conduct:  this  order  he 
promptly  obeyed ;  but  our  old  veteran  Moody, 
when  called  ujxin  for  the  same  purpose,  seemed 
irefractory,  or  was  misconceived,  throuc;h  the 
(noise  which  issued  from  all  parts  of  the  Theatre. 
;The  audience  commanded  him,  in  consequence, 
I  to  drop  upon  one  knee,  and  thus  solicit  their 
Ipardon:  this  imperious  order  justJy  roused  the 
Actor's  resentment,  and  he  retired  without  com- 
vHance.  Mr.  Garrick  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
promise,  Mr.  Moody  should  not  appear  again 
/upon  his  stage  till  he  had  appeased  their  displea- 
(mire:  the  play  then  went  on  as  usual. 

Mr.  Beard  conceived  himself  under  the  ne-f 
«es8ity  of  publishing  "  The  case  concerning  tfeie 
late  disturbance  at  Covent-garden  Theatre  feirly 
stated,  and  submitted  to  the  sense  of  the  publick 
in  general,"  which  follows. 

"  As  the  opposition  to  Jull  price  at  Dfury-Iane 
Theatre  was  founded  upon  the  pretence  of  its 
kaviDg  been  exacted  on  unjustifiable  occasions,  it 
WW  ima^ned,  that  let  what  would  be  the  event 

of 
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of  that  dispute,  the  Managers  of  Covent-garden 
Theatre  ought  in  no  sort  to  be  affected  by  it,  as 
no  such  complaint  had  ever  been  pretended 
against  them ;  yet,  when  Mr.  Garrick  thought 
proper  to  wave  his  private  advantage,  for  the  sake 
of  the  public  peace,  it  was  deemed  necessary  for 
the  same  laudable  purpose,  to  perform  such  pieces 
only  for  the  present  at  Covent-garden,  as  could 
by  no  means  bring  the  point,  which  had  been  so 
lately  and  so  violently  agitated,  into  immediate 
debate  again,  and  even  latter  account  was  taken 
to  Love  in  a  Village. 

"  When  the  Opera  of  Artaxerxes  was  revived 
(a  piece  as  distinct  from  the  common  course  of 
business  as  even  an  Oratorio  itself),  it  was  ge- 
nerally understood,  the  peculiarity  of  the  per- 
formance, together  with  the  apparent  extraordi- 
nary expence  attending  it,  would  sufficiently  ex- 
empt it  from  the  limitations  which  had  been  pre- 
scribed at  the  other  Theatre ;  accordingly  it  was 
advertised,  in  the  same  manner  it  had  ever  been, 
at  full  price. — Mr.  Beard  received  some  private 
hints  the  evening  before  the  intended  represen- 
tation, though  not  till  after  the  bill  was  sent  to 
the  press,  that  an  opposition  was  intended  by 
some  particular  persons;  but  Battered  himself 
that  the  candour  and  justice  of  the  Public  in  ge- 
neral would  distinguish  in  a  case  so  particularly 
circumstanced;  and  when  he  was  called  upon 
the  stage,  would  have  humbly  offered  such  rea- 
sons. 
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sons,  $18,  had  they  been  calmly  and  dispassionately 
beard,  might  possibly  have  prevented  the  vio- 
lence which  ensued.  In  this  he  was  continually 
prevented  by  an  incessant  and  clamourous  de« 
mand  of  a  general  and  decisive  Ves  or  No. — A9 
Manager  only,  and  Trustee  for  other  Proprietors, 
he  thought  himself  totally  unimpowered  to  resign 
up  their  rights  by  so  sudden  and  concise  a  con- 
veyance ;  and,  as  the  point  in  dispute  was  an  es* 
sential  matter  of  Property,  conceived  their  con* 
currence  absolutely  necessary  to  any  determi- 
nation on  his  part,  which,  at  this  juncture,  was 
impossible  to  be  obtained. — In  this  difficult  si- 
tuation, where  acquiescence  subjected  him  to  a 
breach  of  that  trust  which  had  been  reposed  in 
him,  and  refusal  exposed  him  to  insult  and  dis- 
pleasure, his  submitting  rather  to  the  latter,  than 
be  guilty  of  the  former,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
deemed  an  ofTence  not  altogether  worthy  so  se- 
vere a  resentment. 

"  However  unfortunately  he  may  have  incurred 
the  imputation  of  insolence,  obstinacy,  or  at 
least  imprudence,  in  not  immediately  submitting 
to  the  demands  proposed ;  yet,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  these  demands  were  enforced  by 
part  of  the  audience  only,  and  that  he  had  then 
great  reason  to  believe  such  submission  would 
be  very  far  from  producing  the  salutary  effect  of 
theatrical  tranquillity,  he  may  not  perhaps  be 
judged  so  blameable. 
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*^  Mr.  Beard  had  at  that  time  t'eceived  several 
anonymous  tlireatening  letters  and  notices  con- 
cerning many  other  branches  of  what  they  call 
feformation^ — He  was  ordered  by  one  to  add  a 
farce  to  Love  in  a  tillage ^  or  the  house  should 
be  pulled  about  his  ears. — By  another,  he  was 
commanded  to  put  a  stop  to  the  farther  represen-* 
tation  of  that  Opera,  upon  the  penalty  of  en- 
forcing his  compliance  by  a  riot  the  next  night 
of  performance ;  and  very  lately  received  certain 
information  of  meetings  which  have  already  been 
held,  and  an  association  forming,  to  reduce  the 
prices  at  the  Theatre  to  what  they  were  forty 
years  since,  though  it  is  notorious  the  expence  of 
theatricjjl  entertainments  are  more  than  doubled. 
For  these  reasons,  he  looked  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  present  disturbance  only  as  a  prelude  to 
future  violence ;  as  the  first,  not  the  last  salu- 
tation of  this  extraordinary  kind,  to  be  expected; 
and  apprehended,  that  too  easy  an  acquiescence 
might  possibly  prove  rather  encouragement  than 
prevention. 

"  Nevertheless,  in  gratitude  for  the  many  fa- 
vours and  indulgences  received  from  the  Publick, 
and  from  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  that  order 
and  decorum  so  essential  in  all  public  assemblies, 
the  proprietors  have  now  jointly  authorized  Mr. 
Beard  to  declare,  that  they  shall  think  themselves 
equally  bound  with  the  Managers  of  the  other 
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:;trt-,   to  an  observance  of  thoae  limitations 

ich  th^  have  agreed  to. 

"  Mr.  Beard,  though  sensible  how  unworthy 
an  object  his  character  is  for  the  attention  of  the 
Puhhck,  yet  hopes  his  zeal  to  have  it  ap]>ear  in  a 
fair  light  will  not  be  deemed  i m [lertincnoe,  and 
therefore  bt^B  leave  to  mention  one  occurrence 
that  relates  partifolarly  to  bimselt'.  It  has  been 
industriously  reported,  that  both  before  and  after 
Mr,  Garrick's  submission  to  the  point  in  dispute,  he 
himself  had  expressly  promised  to  give  it  up  like- 
wise, but  has  now  insolently  dared  to  resume  a 
right,  which  he  had  already  disclaimed.  How 
inca{)able  Mr.  Beard  is  of  such  a  conduct,  he 
flatters  himself  those  who  know  him  will  testify  : 
to  thoaa  who  Jo  uot,  it  may  not  be  uaaaoBSiMy 
•oleinhly  to  declare,  that  so  for  from  ever  -VMiAmg 
such  a  promise,  he  constantly  insisted,  that  it 
neither  was  in  his  power  or  intention  to  com|Jy 
with  the  demand.  John  &;aad." 

Tliis  imprudent  statement  might  have  produced 
fittal  consequences,  had  the  Police  been  as  little 
attentive  to  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace 
as  Mr.  Beard :  on  the  contrary,  tlie  Magistrates 
held  a  meeting,  and  issued  an  intimation  tbat 
every  riotous  proceeding  would  be  immediately 
checked,  and  the  perpetrators  prosecuted  under 
the  Act  which  contains  this  clause :  "  Thatjfany 
I  persons  unlawfully,  riotously,  and  tumultuously 
"^      ~~"~~'~  assemble 
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assemble  together,  to  the  disturbance  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,~8HaIT  unlawfully,  and  with  force,  d^-* 
molish  or  pull  down,  or  begin  to  demolish  or 
ptrlF  down,  any  dwelling-house,  house,  barn, 
stable,  or  other  out-house,  they  shall  be  adjudged 
felons ;  and  on  conviction,  shall  suffer  death,  as 
in  cases. of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy." 

The  evening  of  March  3,  proved  the  tmth  of 
my  assertion,  that  Mr.  Beard  had  acted  impru- 
dently in  publishing  his  address.  Covent-garden 
Theatre  was  crowded  by  gentlemen  that  seemed 
little  affected  by  the  threats  of  the  Police,  who 
began  the  operations  of  the  night  by  calling  for 
**  Hearts  of  Oak,"  and  "  Britons,  strike  home ;" 
and,  when  the  curtain  rose,  a  tumult  commenced, 
which  soon  drove  the  actors  from  their  presence ; 
and  the  name  of  Beard  echoed  from  every  side  of 
the  house.  That  gentleman  appeared,  and, 
alarmed  at  his  previous  temerity,  declared  he  had 
complied  with  their  request  in  publick,  and  came 
before  them  to  confirm  it.  This  declaration  was 
in  part  approved ;  but  the  audience  required  that 
all  prosecutions  against  individuals,  by  the  Ma- 
nagers, originating  in  this  dispute,  should  be  im- 
mediately discontinued.  Mr.  Beard  assented  as 
far  as  related  to  himself,  and  retired.  Eiuispe- 
rated  by  this  evasion,  another  and  more  spirited 
effort  succeeded ;  and  behold  the  Manager  once 
more  before  his  Judges,  prepared  to  promise  any 
thing  and  every  thing  the  audience  demanded. 

R  2  Violent 


iditionftl   solemnity  on   any  extraordinary 
casion." 

Tliis,  or  a  similar  plan,  was  afterwards  adopted. 

Tiie  irregularities  mentioned  in  a  prL'cwIing 
page  as  havini^  occurred  at  Vauxhall  were  noticed 
on  the  day  appointed  for  licensing  places  of 
amusement  in  17^3,  when  the  proprietor  pledged 
himself  that  the  dark  walks  should  thencefortvard 
he  lighted,  no  bad  women,  known  to  be  such, 
admitted,  and  that  a  suthcient  number  of  \va(clt> 
men  should  be  provided  tn  ketp  the  peace.  ^m| 

The  ridiculous  custom  of  placing  tivo  centinrt^^^ 
on  the  stage  during  the  performance  of  plays  was 
not  discontinued  in  the  above  year,  as  a  sotdiet 
employed  for  that  purpose  highly  entertained  an 
audience  in  October  by  laughing  at  the  character 
of  Sir  Anijrew  Ague-cheek  in  T*relftl*-Higfe€,  tW 
he  actually  fell  convulsed  upon  the  floor. 
j  Violence  and  exertion  are  common  occnrreace* 
\  at  Hie  dooiToTtEelEHgiish  Theatres  everj'  erening 
when  pieces  or  performers  of  superior  attraction 
!are  to  be  seen ;  but  it  very  rarely  happens  that 
those  marks  of  ill-breeding  are  practised  at  the 
entrances  of  the  Opera-house.  When  the  Here- 
ditary Prince  of  Brunswick  went  to  the  Opera  in 
January  1764,  the  eagerness  of  a  titled  and 
fashionable  mob  was  such,  that  the  male  part 
fought  their  way  with  drawn  swords,  the  fem^es 
fainted,    and  lost  shoes,    caps,    ruffles,    &c.  &c, 
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quite  as  rapidly  as  those  they  condescended  to 
imitate  at  the  other  Theatres. 

A  letter  signed  ^*  Tlieatricus,"  inserted  in  the 
London  Chronicle,  vol.  XV.  contains  a  rapid  but 
masterly  sketch  of  the  state  of  Theatrical  amuse- 
ments between  17GO  and  1763.  Under  this  im- 
pression I  shalP  transfer  it  to  this  work : 

"  A  DISSERTATION  ON  THE  THEATRE. 

^^  Since  I  was  a  boy,  I  have  been  an  admirer 
of  the  Drama,  and  have,  for  near  siicty  years 
past,  observed  the  revolutions  of  the  stage  (in 
England  and  Ireland)  more  than  those  of  the 
State. 

"  The  first  play  I  remember  to  have  seen  was 
The  Maid's  Tragedy  in  the  year  17 10;  the  fa- 
mous Mr.  Betterton  acted  Melanthius ;  he  died 
the  week  following,  affcer  having  been  above  fifty 
years  the  ornament  of  the  stage.  With  great  sa- 
tisfaction I  recollect  the  memorable  theatrical 
year  1 7 1 2,  when  Cato  was  first  acted :  never 
were  the  expectations  of  the  Town  more  fully  sa- 
tisfied, nor  more  emulation  shewn  by  the  per- 
formers. I  was  at  that  time  in  the  first  form  at 
Westminster-school ;  our  master  oflTered  a  pre- 
mium of  a  gilt  Horace  for  the  best  Latin  trans- 
lation of  Catds  soliloquy  in  the  fifth  act.  I  had 
sufficient  vanity  to  be  one  of  the  candidates ;  but, 
to  my  great  mortification,  was  told,  *  that  it  was 
a  good  first  attempt,*    and  saw  the    premium 

delivered 
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,    ^diveved  to  my  class-fellow,  who,  a  few  yeaiwifl 
agOf  eiyoyetl  one  of  the  best  deaneries   in   thffJ 
-«^rch. 
' .  "  My  uncle  Hsed  frequently  to  take  me  of  a  4 

'      Sunday  evening  to  Buttons  Coftee-liouse  ; 

^rel  first  saw  Addison  and  Congrevc;  lie  was 
intimate  uitli  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and  belonged  to 
a  club  with  the  unfortunate  iNJr.  Budgell. 

"  I  Femembei-  the  stage  in  its  greatest  glory, 
.  during  the  management  of  Wilks,  Booth,  and 
Cibberi  its  decline  under  the  elegant  but  unfor^J 
tunate  Fleetwood;  and  its  revival,* with  uncori 
mon  lustre,  under  Garrick.  I  must  do  justict;  to 
this  Iwt  mentioned  i>erformer  in  saying,  that  it  is 
•    •    '  tp  him  alone  we  owe  the  bringing  of  Tragedy 

nearer  to  Nature  than  in  tht-  days  of  the  Trium-r^H 
virat^.  This  one  of  them  confessed  to  me  net  a 
year  before  his  death ;  for  formerly  a  turgid  voci- 
feration, or  efTeminate  whine,  were  mistaken  for 
the  best  display  of  the  heroic  and  tender  p^ssioDs ; 
but  these  caricatures  are  neglected  for  the  real 
likenesses,  which  that  great  master  of  his  art, 
Garrick,  has  truly  delineated.  I  have  often 
wished  that  the  Stage  could  be  brought  under  the 
regulations  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Addison ;  then  it 
would  be,  to  use  his  own  words,  '  a  source  of  the 
highest  and  most  rational  amusement,' 

"  I  look  upon  the  principal  structures  of  the 

Drama,  to  be  Tragedy  and  Comedy ;   the  most 

interesting  circumstances  of   Tragedy  may  b^ 

reduce^ 
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reduced  to  two  different  heads,  viz.  the  elevated 
(such  as  Julius  Caesar,  Coriolanus,  &c.)  and  the  ten- 
der and  affecting  (as  Rotneo,  and  the  Orphan) ;  but 
that  tragedy  must  ever  have  the  preference  which 
unites  the  pathetic  with  the  sublime. 

"  Tragedy  should  never  go  beyond  the  natural; 
that  which  is  great  in  it  never  goes  farther  than 
heroism  ;  it  is  a  living  picture,  so  that  its  beauty 
consists  in  its  resemblance  with  the  truth. 

"  Comedy  is  a  feigned  action,  in  which  js  re- 

JirPSf>p1tf>d  thp  ridirnlniiQj    \x\  Qf^^r  »n  r*r>rn^r^f  it ;    it 

.rebukft  w'th  g  ^ffli^^j  ?^^^  corrects  with_a_  fa- 
cetious stroke:  the  matter  of  comedy  is  civil  life, 
oftvhTcIiTt  IS  an  imitation ;  it  ought  to  be  every 
where  enlivened  with  all  possible  care,  to  have 
fine  and  easy  strokes  of  wit  and  satire,  which  pre- 
sent the  ridiculous  in  the  most  glaring  point  of 
view;  it  should  be  pure,  easy,  and  natural,  have 
no  borrowed  passions  or  constrained  actions  ;  mo- 
rality and  instruction  ought  to  be  infused  into 
the  several  parts,  so  that  we  might  feel  instruc- 
tion, but  not  see  it. 

"  Tragedy  imitates  the  beautiful,  and  the  great; 
Comedy  imitates  the  ridiculous :  one  elevates  the 
soul,  and  forms  the  heart ;  the  other  polishes  the 
behaviour,  and  corrects  the  manners.  Ti-agedy 
humanizes  us  by  compassion,  and  restrains  us  by 
fear ;  Comedy  makes  us  laugh,  because  the  faults 
of  the  little  are  trifling,  we  fear  not  their  con- 
^quenccs. 

"If 
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*  Tf  examples  liave  some  force  and  life  when 
trusted  to  paper,  how  much  greater  must  iheir 
vigour  be,  when  tliey  Uve  in  the  player,  and  are 
moved  and  speak  in  the  most  lofty  nentiinents, 
and  all  tlie  eloquence  of  action.  The  spectator 
imagines  that  a  series  of  ages  having  revolved 
back,  and  tlie  distance  of  places  being  contractetl, 
he  is  sutldenly  conveyed  into  those  places  and 
ages,  in  which  the  subject  of  tlie  drama  hap- 
peuc-'d ;  or  else,  that  past  times  being  renewed, 
the  subject  is  again  acted  in  his  presence.  You 
do  not  on  these  occasions  read  silently  in  your 
closet  the  illustrious  acts  of  antient  heroes,  who 
have  immortalized  themselves  by  the  love  they 
displayed  for  their  country,  their  parents,  their 
children,  &.c.  These  wonderful  men  are  called 
from  their  tombs  where  they  have  so  long  slum- 
bered, appear  again  in  the  world,  and  you  be- 
hold their  generous,  their  pious  strife. 

"  In  Athens  the  Stage  was  impowered  by  the 
Legislature  to  instruct  the  ignorant  vulgar,  znd, 
9s  a  censor,  to  reform  the  rude  populace ;  it  was 
its  duty  to  make  Tragedy  a  school  of  wisdom, 
-  and  Comedy  of  reproof.  The  poets  rendered  the 
Theatre  beneficial  to  the  world,  by  appotntin^ 
Tragedy  to  calm  the  passions  by  terror  and  pity, 
and  Comedy  to  reform  the  mind  by  ridicule  and 
censure.  The  duty  of  the  P<)et  was,  as  Horace 
expresses  it  —  aut  prodesse  aut  delectare. 

«  lam 
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I  am  sony  to  say  that  some  of  our  comic 
writers  have  been  too  fond  of  familiarizing  their 
audiences  to  vice ;  and  we  need  make  no  doubt 
that  the  inmiorality  of  the  stage  has  contributed 
to  the  depravity  of  manners  too  visible  amongst  all- 
ranks  of  people,  and  fulfils  what  Juvenal  says^ 

nulld  virtute  redemptum 

A  vitiis. 

^^  Farce  I  coflttder  as  the  gleanings  of  the 
Drama!  I  remember  when  it  \\'as  seldom  used ;. 
those  who  have  seen  the  Theatrical  Calendar  for 
the  years  1708  and  1709,  will  confirm  what  i 
assert.  Dogget,  one  of  the  first  Comedians  01 
his  time,  was  three  years  before  he  could  obtain 
leave  to  have  his  farce  of  The  Country  IVake  per- 
formed ;  and,  when  granted,  it  was  provided  he 
acted  the  principal  jxirt  (Hob).  Farquhar,  from 
the  success  of  hi«  comedies,  and  interest  with  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  his  patron,  obtained  leave  for 
his  farce  of  The  Stage  Coach;  and  Cibber,  v/ith 
great  diflficulty,  brought  on  his  School  Bay ;  be- 
fore these  times  the  plays  of  Shakspeare,  Jon- 
son,  &c.  did  not  need  the  aid  of  farce.  It  mustj 
be  allowed,  that  the  farces  by  Garrick,  and  some 
by  Foote,  have  met  with  much  success,  and 
abound  with  the  utile  dulci ;  but  the  generality 
of  those  now  in  possession  of  the  Stage  are,  as 
Dryden  says,  *  a  compound  of  extravagances,  fit 
only  to  entertain  such  people  as  are  judges  of 
pcither  men  nor  manners.*    To  confirm  this  great 
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Poet's  opinion,  I  appeal  to  those  who  have  seen 
a  new  farce  last  season  at  Crow-street  Theatre, 
devoul  both  of  wit  and  satire,  and  composed  of 
vulgar  phrases,  beneath  a  Bartholomew-iair  droll; 
liowever,  I  applaud  the  author  for  not  printing 
it;  if  he  had,  it  must  certainly  have  suflered  the 
fate  it  most  justly  deserved,  to  be  condemned  by 
all  its  readers  *. 

"  Pantomime  first  dawned,  is  the  year  1702, 
at  Drury-lane,  in  an  entertainment,  called.  The 
Tavern  Bilkers ;  it  died  the  fifth  night.  It  was 
invented  by  Weaver,  a  dancing-master  at  Shrews- 
bury, who,  from  the  encouragement  of  the  No- 
hility,  invented  a  second,  called  The  Loves  of 
Mars  and  f^eniis,  perfonned  at  the  same  Tlieatre, 
in  the  year  lyiff,  with  %'ast  success;  which  oc- 
Cftwoned  Sir  Richard  Steele  to  write  the  following 
lines  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  j>lay-bills  at 
Button's  Coffee-house, 

"Weaver,  corrupter  of  this  present  age, 
"  Who  first  taught  silent  sins  upon  the  stage. 
It  was  about  this  time  that  the  taste  of  the 
Town  became  vitiated  :  ong  remarkable  instance 
I  cannot  forget.  In  January  I717  some  dancers 
arrived  from  France,  and  with  them  one  Swartz, 
a  German.  This  man  brought  over  two  dogs, 
whom  he  had  taught  to  dance  the  louvre  and 
minuet;  they  were  immediately  engaged  by  Rich, 

*  The  True-born  Iiishman,  written  by  Al^cklin. 
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at  ten  pounds  per  night,  and  brought  above 
twenty  good  houses,  when  tlie  (Othello  of  Booth, 
the  Wiktair  of  Wilks,  and  the  Foppington  of 
Cibber,  were  neglected,  and  did  not  bring 
charges.  Tlie  town,  who  were  formerly  una- 
nimous in  supporting  the  stage,  now  were  formed 
into  different  parties ;  some  preferred  sense  to 
sound,  others  were  for  the  Opera  and  Panto- 
mime, and  the  actors,  as  Colley  Cibber  remarks, 
'  were  very  near  being  wholly  laid  aside,  or,  at 
least,  the  use  of  their  labour  was  to  be  swallowed 
up,  in  the  pretended  merit  of  singing  and 
dancing.'  I  must,  however,  not  forget  to  men- 
tion; that  a  few  years  ago,  some  ladies  of  the 
first  distinction,  eminent  for  their  just  taste,  eii- 
tered  into  a  society,  and  distinguished  by  die 
name  of  tlie  Shakspeare  Club,  in  order  to  sup- 
port his  plays  on  the  stage.  Many  verses  %vere 
written  on  this  occasion ;  one  stanza  I  remember: 

"  No  more  shall  Merit's  passion  fail, 
Since  Beauty  wit  and  knowledge  prize. 

Whose  bright  example  shall  prevail. 
And  make  it  fashion  to  be  wise. 

"  I  must  do  justice  to  the  managers  of  the 
XKiblin  Theatres,  in  commending  their  care  and 
assiduity  to  please  the  Town ;  and  could  wish, 
instead  of  importing  from  Sadler's-wells  wire- 
dancers,  &c.  they  would  revive  some  select  plays 
of  Shakspeare  and  Jonson. 

"  I  have 
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"  I  hflve  at  my  leisure  hours  drawn  up  the  fol- 
lowing scale  of  the  merits  of  the  performers  on  V 
tJie  Irisb  stage;    1  have  do  connections  with  ei-  V 
tiier  Theatre  or  Managers,    but  am  a    lover   of  I 
Truth  and  the  Drama,    J  am,  &c.  I 

"  Dublin.  TuEATRiciis.    ll| 


"  A  Scale  of  the  Merits  of  the  Performers 

on  thft 

I 

rish  Stage,  I763. 

Men. 

Trag. 

Com. 

Women. 

Trag. 

Cora. 

Barry 

20 

10 

Dancer 

14 

le 

Mossop 

15 

K 

Kitz-Henry 

14 

6 

Sheriilan 

15 

6 

Abintfton 

0 

18  1 

Macklin 

8 

15 

Hamilton 

10 

18    1 

Sowdon 

13 

IS 

Kennedy 

8 

10    J 

Dexter 

10 

12 

Keif 

8 

10  ' 

T.  Barry 

10 

8 

Barrj- 

8 

10     ^ 

Ryder 

6 

12 

.Ietli.Tsnn 

6 

8 

Stamper 

0 

12 

Ambrose 

0 

8 

Sparks 

0 

12 

Mahon 

0 

6 

Jefferson 

8 

10 

Roach 

0 

6 

Heanhy 

E 

8 

Parsons 

0 

S 

Reddlsli 

6 

8 

Walker 

0 

8 

Glover 

4 

8 

Mahon 

4 

6 

The  doors  of  the  TTieatres  were  opene*"!  circa 
1765  before  five  o'clock,  and  the  hoiise  thus 
filled  gradually.  The  present  method  of  ojjcning 
one  hour  before  the  commencement  of  ihe  per- 
formance occasions  great  confusion,  and  frequent 
i.ijury  to  individuals. 
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Mrs.  CORNELY 

Died  in  the  Fleet-prison  at  a  very  advanced  age 
in  1797-     She  was  born  in  Germany,  and,  having 
talents  for  singing,  performed  publicly  in  her  na- 
tive country  and  Italy.     Mrs.  Comely  arrived  in 
England  about  1 756  or  7  ;  and  being  a  woman  of 
much  taste  and  address,  and  possessed  of  many 
accomplishments,  she  soon  received  the  patronage 
those  advantages  excited.     To  continue  the  cele- 
brity thus  obtained,  she  explored  the  regions  of 
fancy,  and  exhausted  every  art,  to  contrive  fasci- 
nating amusements  for  the  eager  publick,  who 
crowded  to  Carlisle-house,  Soho-square,  as   the 
very  focus  of  pleasure  and  entertainment.    While 
this  lady  confined  her  exertions  to  mere  frivolous 
and  fashionable  enticements,  she  succeeded  ad- 
mirably ;  but,  wishing  to  soar  beyond  her  sphere 
ixx  endeavouring  to  establish  a  musical  meeting, 
the    Proprietors    of    the    Opera-house    became 
alarmed,  and  applied  to  the  Civil  power  to  sup- 
ipress  what  they  deemed  an  unwarrantable  rival- 
rfiip.     This  was  easily  accomplished ;  and  Mrs. 
Cornely  had  the  mortification  to  find  herself  con- 
siderably  involved  without  a  hope  of  remune- 
ration ;  but  her  concerts,  balls,  and  masquerades 
were  continued  with  advantage,  though  her  influ- 
ence insensibly  declined  ;    and  other  attractions^ 
particularly  the  Pantheon,  withdrawing  many  of 
her  patrons,  she  was  at  length  compelled  to  re- 
linquish her  pretensions  to  public  favour^  and  fly 

from 


from  (he  menaces  of  her  creditoi^,  wliose  number 
and  demands  were  very  considerable.  It  is  said 
that  slie  remained  in  concealment  for  many  years 
under  tlie  name  of  Smith  ;  but,  her  active  spirit 
being  still  unsubdued,  she  ventured  once  more  as 
a  candidate  for  public  favour  in  tlif  strange  pro- 
fession of  a  keeper  of  Asses  at  Knightsbridge, 
where  she  fitted  up  a  suite  of  rooms  for  the  re- 
ception of  visitors  to  breakfast  in  public,  and  re- 
pile  themselves  with  the  milk  of  that  patient  and 
enduring  animal.  The  success  of  this  enterprise 
may  be  anticipated:  a  second  flight  from  tier 
creditors,  and  the  catastrophe  of  the  Fleet-pHsoQ*. 
closed  the  scene. 

The  above  slight  outline  of  the  life  of  this  sitt- 
gular  female  will  explain  some  subsequent  parts 
nf  this  Chapter.  Mrs.  Cornely  is  said  to  have 
expended  near  2000/.  in  1765  in  altering  and  em- 
bellishing Carlisle-house. 

In  the  year  1766  the  Patentees  and  persons 
employed  about  Drury-lane  Theati-e  commenced 
a  subscription,  in  order  to  esiablish  a  fund  for  the 
support  and  relief  of  such  performers  and  others 
belonging  to  the  Theati-e  as  through  age,  in- 
firmity, or  accident,  should  be  obliged  to  retire 
from  the  stage.  To  this  sum  llie  Patentees  gave 
benefit-plays,  and  some  iK'mvolent  persons  not 
connected  with  the  Theatre  augmented  it  by  do- 
nations. In  1776)  the  amount  of  their  principal 
was  3400/.,  which  the  luunag-ers  vested  in  the 
public 
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public  funds^  and  a  house  in  Drury-lane  that  let 
for  50/.  per  annum ;  since  which  period  it  is  still 
farther  increased. 

Partnei'ships  too  frequently  produce  dissentions 
and  a  struggle  for  individual  power :  the  publick 
was  called  upon  in  1768  to  witness  the  truth  of 
this  observation  in  a  letter  from  T.  Harris  to 
G.  Colman  on  the  affairs  of  Covent-garden  The* 
atre,  which^  with  the  answer,  follows : 

^*  The  schemes  and  arts  (says  Mr.  Harris) 
that  you  have  practised  to  creep  into  an  exclusive 
management,  and  in  consequence  of  that  into  an 
exclusive  possession,  were  various,  and  incessant 
in  their  operations.  But,  among  them  all,  your 
favourite  scheme  to  that  end,  was  that  of  being 
thought  an  able  and  successful  manager ;  and  to 
support  that  character,  it  is  incredible  to  those 
who  know  not  your  arts,  what  an  enormous  bur- 
then it  hath  been  to  the  paririership :  not  less 
than  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  and  sixty  pounds  in 
orders,  were  generally  sent  into  the  Theatre  each 
night ;  and  on  one  night  in  particular,  in  support 
of  one  of  your  pieces,  upwards  of  one  hundred 
pounds.  Thus,  Sir,  you  supported  your  fame, 
at  the  expence  of  our  common  property. 

"  The  next  day  (June  the  I2th)  by  accident  I 
and  Mr.  Rutherford  severally  met  Mr.  Sarjanf  s 
aon,  one  of  our  box-keepers,  who  informed  us, 
that  Mr.  Colman  had  taken  away  the  keys  of  all 
the  doors  in  the  Theatre^  and  t^t  the  doors  were 
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all  btrM  and  bolted,  but  that,  if  we  applied,  we 
alone  might  be  admitted  throufth  Mr.  PowelTs 
house  in  the  Piazza,  in  which  there  waa  a  door 
%faich  comriiunicated  with  the  Theatre. 

^  Being  well  advised  that  we  could  not  juatify 
entering  our  own  premises  through  another  manui 
houa^,  and  being  well  aware  of  your  .  .  ■  diipo- 
aitionj  we  determined  not  to  go  into  the  Theatre 
through  the  house  of  Mr.  Powell,  who  wna  tbea 
at  Bristol.— -We  therefore,  on  Monday  the  13tfa 
"of  June,  sent  a  servant  with  a  written  order  ibr 
admittance :  he  was  refused  by  Mr.  Sarjant,  who 
urged  3rour  express  order  for  that  purpose.  We 
then  desired  two  gentlemen  to  accompany  us  to 
the  Theatre,  and  in  their  hearing  demanded  eii- 
trance  of  Mr.  Sarjant,  who  answered  us,  thrust- 
ing his  head  out  of  a  barred  window,  that  Mr. 
Colman  had  got  all  the  keys  of  the  doors,  and  he 
could  not  let  us  in.  We  immediately  dispatched 
Mr.  Sarjant  junior,  whom  we  met  under  the 
Piazza,  to  you,  Sir,  with  our  compliments^  de- 
siring you  to  send  the  keys  of  the  Theatre,  in- 
forming you,  that  we  were  then  waiting  with  two 
friends,  and  wished  to  take  a  walk  in  the  Theatre. 
He  very  soon  returned  with  this  answer  (delivered 
in  the  hearing  of  the  above-mentioned  two  gen- 
tlemen) :  *  That  you  would  not  send  the  keys ; 
that  you  had  ordered  all  ingress  to  the  Theatre 
to  be  denied  us,  except  through  Mr.  Powell's 
house;   and  even  that  way,  we,  and  we  onfyy 

must 
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must  enter.'  With  this  very  extraordinary  rebuff 
we  returned  to  our  respective  homes.  The  time 
between  this  event  and  Friday  morning,  we 
passed  in  reflection  upon  your  unaccountable 
treatment  of  us ;  and  in  consulting  and  advising 
with  several  gentlemen  of  great  eminence  in  all 
departments  of  the  law ;  who  all  concurred  in  as* 
suring  us  that  no  damage  could  arise  to  us  from 
entering  our  own  premises,  and  turning  our  own 
servants  out,  who  refused  us  admittance.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  17th  June,  after  six  o'clock, 
Mr.  Harris,  attended  by  two  witnesses,  again  de- 
manded admittance  for  himself  and  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, at  Mr.  Sarjanfs  door;  he  answered  from 
within,  in  the  hearing  of  the  witnesses,  that,  by 
Mr.  Colman's  order,  they  would  not  admit  us. 
Harris  then  came  to  the  door  in  Hart-street^ 
where  Mr.  Rutherford  was  waiting  for  him,  at- 
tended by  some  servants,  and  told  him  the  result 
of  his  demand  at  Mr.  Sarjant's  door ;  whereupon 
Harris  and  Rutherford  ordered  their  servants  to 
open  a  window  on  the  North  side  of  the  said  door^ 
where  they  entered  with  their  servants.  One  of 
your  servants,  who  kept  possession  of  the  The- 
atre for  you,  having  struck  one  of  ours,  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  could  prevent  ours 
from  doing  mischief  to  their  opponents ;  we  were 
therefore  obliged  to  turn  d)em  all  but  of  the 
Theatre.  Being  thus  in  possession^  we  began 
immediately  to  take  a  survey  of  the  place;  and 
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never  were  men  so  much  astonished  as  we  were, 
to  find  ourselves  in  so  complete  a  fortification. 
Emery,  the  master-carpenter  to  the  Theatre, 
coming  at  that  instant,  we  ordered  him  to  be  let 
in  ;  and  taking  him  about  the  Theatre  with  us, 
we  observed  to  him  how  advantageously  he  and 
his  men  had  been  employed  for  the  last  week  or 
two  in  cutting  our  boards  and  timber  to  pieces  in 
order  to  bar  and  fortify  every  avenue  and  window 
in  the  house,  even  those  which  were  thirty  or 
forty  feet  from  the  ground,  Tlie  fellow,  with  a 
good  deal  of  awkward  embarrassment,  scratching 
bis  head,  replied,  *  Why,  Gentlemen,  I  told  Mr. 
Colman,  all  I  could  do  would  signify  nothing 
against  a  sledge-hammer.  I  thought,*  says  he, 
^  it  was  a  stransre  undertaking]:.'  We  then  asked 
liini,  if  he  too  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Colman  ;  he 
said  he  was.  On  our  telling  him  it  was  unac- 
countable to  us  how  house-keeper,  wardrobe- 
keeper^  and  carj)enters,  should  think  of  entering 
into  articles  ;  he  confessed  he  never  heard  of  any 
such  thing  before  in  his  life,  but  that  Mr.  Col- 
man had  taken  him  one  day  entirely  unguarded, 
and  in  a  manner  compellefl  him  immediately  to 
sign  an  article.  The  more  we  examined  the 
Theatre,  the  more  we  were  astonished  at  your 
excessive  precaution  to  prevent  our  getting  into 
it.  On  the  same  day  we  sent  you  a  letter  from 
the  Theatre,  importing,  '  That  we  did  not  mean 
to  retaliate  your  behaviour ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
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had  given  orders  to  our  servants^  at  all  times  to 
admit  you  and  Mr.  Powell.' 

"  Reflecting  now  very  considerately  on  our  si- 
tuation^ and  on  your  past  conduct ;  *  That  you 
had  from  the  beginning  laid  a  plan  of  driving  us 
out  of  the  Theatre ;  that,  in  the  execution  of  that 
plan,  you  had  persevered  through  the  whole  sea- 
son, paying  no  more  regard  to  us  than  if  we  were 
entirely  unconcerned  in  the  property ;  that  you 
had  very  essentially  hurt  the  whole  property,  and 
the  profits  of  the  past  season  in  particular ;  that, 
in  fine,  you  had  engaged  to  act  under  your  di- 
rection solely  every  person  belonging  to  the 
Theatre,  upon  pain  of  large  penalties ;  and  had  at 
last  absolutely  forbid  our  entrance  into  our  own 
house :'  For  these  reasons  we  determined  to  re*- 
move  from  the  Theatre,  to  one  of  our  dwelling- 
houses,  such  part  of  the  property  as  might  tlie 
most  eflfectually  prevent  your  proceedings,  until  s^ 
plan  should  be  formed,  which  would  as  effectually 
confirm  to  us  those  legal  and  equitable  rights  in 
the  Theatre,  of  whi^h  you  had  so  unwarrantably 
divested  us. 

"  With  til  is  view  only,  we  sent  down  to  my 
house  m  Surrey-street,  so  much  of  the  wardrobe 
as  we  imagined  would  make  the  remaining  part 
useless,  together  with  the  musick,  prompt-books, 
^c.  &c.  belonging  to  the  Theatre ;  of  all  which 
y(e  have  an  exact  inventory,  and  they  will  be  im- 
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mecfislely  nd  nfidy  Tetimied  to  «liie  Ihmttte, 

whenever  a  fiur  and  equitable  plan  for  the  ftitura 
government  of  it  shall  be  fixed  upon.  'It  hu 
been  Qi^ged  by  tome,  that  it  would  haWbeen 
much  better  fer  U8  at  once  to  have  applied  to  4ha 
Court  of  Chancery  for  redress,  and  diatllMWi  wm 
must  have  found  a  certain  relief,  and  wpinikm 
for  all  past  damages:  this  too.  Sir,  has'  beenr  ait 
ways  your  language  *^'  If  I  injure  you,  whjf^  Am't 
you  apply  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  fornfdMtt?" 

^  Tliere  is  no  doubt.  Sir,  the  Court  of  Chlfii* 
ceiy  would  redress  us.  But  dehys  aae  4uEk^ 
gerouB.  Of  this  the  histoiy  of  die  aetiiig  lift* 
nager,  recorded  by  Cibber,  is  a  memamHf.  A 
long  Chancery  suit  vrould  be  but  a  veiy  poor  wt^ 
medy  for  the  iiyuries  you  are  daily  ddi^  yu, 

^  About  a  month  since  we  were  again  arauiied 
by  you  with  the  hopes  of  a  fiiir  reference. — ^By 
our  respective  corinsel  a  meeting  was  appointed 
for  all  parties  in  Westminster-hall.  We  there 
met,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  fix  on  a  mode  of 
arbitrating  all  differences ;  both  parties  brought 
preliminary  articles  to  be  agreed  to,  before  the 
general  concerns  should  be  referred.  On  our 
part  were  produced  these  two : 

"  1st.  That  the  contracts  which  you  might 
have  made  without  our  knowledge  and  con- 
sent, for  the  ensuing  season,  should  be  re- 
scinded, unless  agreed  to  by  us. 

««d. 
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^^  2d.  That  no  servants  who  were  employed  in 
shutting  us  out  of  our  own  house^  should  be 
employed  in  future. 

^^  Surelv  these  can  never  be  deemed  unreason- 
able  by  any  person^  when  at  the  same  time  he  is 
assured  that  we  never  wish^  nor  ever  did  wish^  to 
engage  any  performer,  servant,  &c.  &c.  who 
should  be  objected  to  by  Mr.  Colman  and  Mn 
Powell. 

"  You,  Sir,  on  your  part,  insisted  on  the  fol- 
lowing eight  preliminaries. 

^^  1st.  Colman  and  Powell  should  not  be 
obliged  to  sell. 

"  Meaning,  we  conceive,  that  if  the  referees 
should  think  it  necessary  to  oblige  either  of  the 
parties  to  sell,  it  must  be  Harris  and  Rutherford. 

^^  2d.  All  contracts  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Colman 
to  be  confirmed. 

^'  Can  this  be  a  reasonable  preliminary,  to  be 
obliged  to  confirm  all  contracts  made  by  you, 
without  having  the  least  knowledge  how  many, 
with  whom,  or  upon  what  condition,  they  were 
entered  into  ?  For  we  are  at  this  time  entire  and 
absolute  strangers  to  all  your  late  proceedings, 
except  what  we  gather  from  uncertain  report, 
and  some  few  of  the  parties  who  have  engaged 
with  you. 

"  3d.  No  legal  proceedings  to  be  stopped. 

*^  The  meaning  of  this  preliminary  we  did  not 
enter  into,  as  no  legal  proceedings  were  begun, 

nor 
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IWr  ha*!  we  any  piess  at  your  litigious  intention 
of  r.iiiking  Garlon  putua  in  the  Crown-office  ;  or 
of  youT  inquisition,  fitc.  &c. 

"  4th.  Powell's  article  to   be  cancelled,    «nd 
another  made,  allowing  him  more  explicitly 
the  largest  salary  in  the  house. 
"  That  you  should  think  it  pfoper  to  give  Mr. 
Powell  this  douceur,  wr  were  not  at  all  surprised; 
but  it  did  not  occur  to  us  why  we  should  give  any 
iaither  indulgence  to  a  man,  who,  after  having 
attached  himsL-lf  to  you,  had  separated  himself 
from  you,  disapprovt^l  of  your  conduct,  and  tlien 
'tviil'out  the  least  reason  implicitly  and  blindly 
BUfVered  himself  to  he  duped  by  j-ou  again. 
"  5t!i.  The  books  to  be  restored  to  Garton. 
"  The  books  were  never  intended  to  be  kept 
from  Mr.  Garton,  so  as  to  prevent  his  making  up 
his  Hcrounts.     We  mean,  whenever  he  is  disposed 
to  take  his  dischai^. 

'.'  6th.  The  wardrobe  to  be  restored,    and'aU 
damages  to  be  made  good  by  Harris  ajnd 
Rutherford. 
**  To  that  we  should  have  no  objection,  pro- 
vided we  are  not  obliged  to  make  good  the  da- 
mages Mr.  Powell  has  done. 

"  7th.  Colman  still  to  be  the  acting  manager. 
If  alteration  in  the  controuling  power,  it 
must  be  lodged  in  the  other  three  pro- 
prietors. 

"Hen 
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*^  Here  the  cloven  foot  indeed  appears  plainly: 
so  the  article  must  not  be  meddled  with,  or  it 
must  be  altered  in  your  favour! 

"  8th.  That  all  bills  and  all  claims  upon  the 
Theatre  should  be  discharged. 

"  Whoever  will  attentively  consider  the  above 
preliminaries  must  observe,  that  there  is  not  a 
single  point  on  which  an  arbitration  could  turn, 
which  is  not  most  artfiiUy  and  subtilly  provided 
for  by  Mr.  Colman;  that  is  to  say,  on  every 
point  they  must  determine  absolutely  for  Mr. 
CoLnan,  or  otherwise  some  one  of  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  will  prevent  their  considering  it  at 
all.  And  these,  Mr.  Colman,  you  called  fair, 
candid,  and  honest  pro}>osals,  and  have  thrown 
the  grossest  abuse  on  us  for  not  consenting  to 
what  vou  call  a  lair  reference. 

"  Mr.  Hjuris  and  another  gentleman  calling  in 
at  the  Theatre  one  afternoon,  found  therein  Mr. 
Powell  and  yourself,  with  each  a  candle  in  your 
hands,  lighting  and  shewing  the  Tlieatre  to  two 
of  your  counsel,  your  attorney,  and  another  gen- 
tleman. Mr.  Harris  was  at  a  loss  to  know  whe- 
ther they  came  as  witnesses,  or  for  what  other 
purposes.  The  servants  of  the  Theatre,  however, 
were  ordered  to  shew  you,  and  your  friends,  all 
possible  respect.  Besides  this  tact,  we  defy  you 
to  prove  at  any  one  time  that  eitlier  yourself  or 
Mr.  Powell,  or  any  one  that  came  by  your  order, 
^as  refused  entrance  into  the  I'heatre." 

''  Mr. 
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'^  jtfr.  CobnatCM  Retort. 

**  Aft  to  my  management  of  the  Theatre,  what* 

AVer  refleciionft  T.  Harris  may  endeavour  to  throw 

on  it,  however  he  may  prevaricate  hy  talking  of 

the  fimnll  profits  that  have  resulted  from  i^  the 

sncrrsft  of  it  is  incontestible ;   and  the  extraordi- 

nary  receipts  of  the  last  season  are  an  irrefn^aUe 

proof  that  Covent-garden  Theatre  has  attracted 

the  pnrtictUar  notice  and  favour  of  thepublick 

nndtr  my  direction.    If  the  disbursements  have 

hi  en  vrry  large,  great  part  of  those  sums  must  be 

coiinidi  n^d  as  the  first  expence  of  setting  up  ia 

b\iniucW|  having  been  employed  in  what  may  be 

iHillofi  sbvk  in  trade^  which  is  at  this  instant  of 

groat  intrinsic  value,  and  will  prevent  future  ex- 

jvnoe;   w^  l^"^  ^'  *^^*^  disbursements  have 

Kvn.  I  ^^*  **^*^  ^'^^  promoter  of  them,  except  in 

t><    -^^  1^^'  niMtance  of    engaging  Mr.  and  Mrs, 

>  .^v    -^'^^Jv  tha^  ^ir.  Harris;    and  that  single 

,..,..,..vv  >^as  honoured  with  Mr.  Rutherford's  ap- 

,,.sK«>ixMJ,   till   his   colleague  exerted   his  undue 

;..ii.sUor  over  him,    and  taught  him  to  object 

•  Now  I  am  on  the  article  of  expence,  it  may 
ii4»l  be  amiss  to  lay  before  the  publick  a  short 
,4»Hrdote.  When  Mr.  Powell,  at  a  meeting  of 
«ill  the  proprietors,  pro{x>std  some  additional  illu- 
minations, I  objected  to  them,  at  least  for  the 
present,  saying  that  they  would  have  a  happier 
cfi'cct  at  the  commencement  of  a  season.     Mr. 

Harris 
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Harris  said^  the  measure  being  advisable^  the 
sooner  it  was  carried  into  execution  the  better. 
Mr.  Powell  accordingly  gave  the  necessary  orders; 
but  when  the  bills  came  in^  Mr.  Harris  and  his 
colleague  forbade  the  pay ment  of  the  sum  charged 
for  two  lustres  to  their  Majesties  box,  saying  it 
was  a  measure  that  had  not  been  submitted  to 
them. 

^^  The  pitiful  charge  concerning  orders  semt 
into  the  Theatne^  as  tar  as  it  is  imputed  to  me  as 
an  artifice  to  support  my  reputation,  Mr.  Harris 
knows  to  be  false.  Mr.  Rutherford  and  himself 
have  told  me  more  than  once,  that  I  sent  in  fewer 
orders  than  any  of  the  proprietors.  The  little 
piece  at  which  his  malice  points  was,  with  all  its 
faults,  extremely  successful,  and  of  great  advan- 
tage to  our  Theatre  last  season.  The  people  sent 
to  the  house  on  one  night  in  particular  did  not  go 
at  my  desire  in  support  of  my  piece,  but  at  the 
instance  of  all  the  proprietors  in  support  of  the 
house,  which  was  threatened  to  be  pulled  down ; 
and  it  was  thought  a  very  cheap  expedient  to  sa- 
crifice a  hundred  pounds,  to  prevent  a  tumult 
which  might  perhaps  have  occasioned  a  loss  of 
one  or  two  thousand.  As  to  the  piece,  good  or 
bad,  being  very  well  acted,  it  brought  great 
bouses,  and  was  received  with  much  applause,  so 
that  however  Mr.  Harris  may  prove  the  sound- 
ness of  his  taste  and  judgment,  he  certainly  does 

not 


not  manifest  his  gratitude  by  a  public  cHsappH 
batTon  of  it. 

"  I  am  now  arrived  at  that  period,  where  i 
shmiM  think  any  present  appeal  to  ihe  publiclr^ 
if  any  were  necessary,  ought  to  have  begun;  but 
as  T.  Harris  chose  to  go  over  the  old  ground 
again,  I  was  obliged  to  follow  him,  and  to  trace 
him  tlirough  all  his  doublings  of  cunning  and 
sophistry.  Wliat  follows  is  entirely  new  matter, 
which  has  arisen  since  the  tenth  of  Februarj",  Uie 
da(e  of  my  last  publication. 

"  The  first  new  act  of  hostility  on  the  side  of 
the  negative  managers  was  intended,  like  their 
late  proceedings,  as  a  negative  general,  being  cal- 
culated to  deprive  us  of  the  very  sinews  of  war. 
On  the  14th  of  February  they  sent,  without  ooCh 
knowledge,  the  following  letter  to  the  bankeiH 
where  our  money  was  deposited.  -^ 

'  To  Messrs.  Freame,  Smith,  and  Co. 
'  Gentlemen, 
*  We  desire  you  will  not  pay  any  money,  cw 
deliver  any  property  in  your  hands  belonging  to 
.the  proprietors  of-Covent-garden  Theatre  to  any 
person  whatsoever,  until  farther  notice. from  us. 
An4  we  desire  you  in  like  manner,  to  retain  any 
further  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  said  pro- 
prietors that  may  be  sent  to  you.     We  are,  &c. 
T.  Harris.  J.  Rutherfohp^ 
Londm,  I4th  Feb.  116S' 

"At 
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*'  At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  bankers 
liad  received  an  order,  signed  by  all  the  propri- 
etors, to  pay  all  drafts  of  Mr.  Garton,  our  Trea- 
surer. It  is  a  question  therefore  whether  any  two 
of  the  proprietors  had  a  legal  right  to  revoke 
the  joint  order  of  the  four,  and  to  desire  the 
bankers  not  to  pay  any  money  to  any  person 
whatsoever.  However  that  may  prove,  a  step  of 
such  importance  could  not  have  been  too  early 
communicated  to  Mr.  Powell  and  me.  It  was  a 
measure  that  struck  atthe  very  beingof  our  Theatre. 

*^  A  few  days  after  the  following  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Treasurer : 

^To  Mr.  Jonathan  Garton. 

^  Sir,  We  desire  you  will,  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  send  to  each  performer,  officer,  and 
servant  of  Covent-garden  Theatre,  whose  articles 
expire  this  se^^on,  or  who  are  not  under  articles^ 
a  copy  of  the  inclosed  letter ;  and  that  you  will 
take  down  the  names  of  those  to  whom  such  copy 
is  sent,  and  return  us  a  list  thereof  signed  by 
yourself. 

^  We  also  desire  you-  will  have  your  accounts 
ready  for  our  examination,  and  your  balance  for 
inspection,  on  Monday  morning  next  at  eleven 
o'clock,  as  we  shall  then  be'  at  the  office  for  that 
purpose.  We  are,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

T.  Harris.  J.  Rutherford. 

Thursday,  Feb.  85,  1768.* 

*  Letter 
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'  Letter  Inclosed. 
im  directed  by  Messrs.  Harris  and  Ruther- 
o  give  you  notice  that  "  you  cannot  be 
ered  as  belonging  to  Covent-garden  The- 
Rer  the  expiration  of  this  season,"  unless 
ngugement  you  may  enter  into  for  the  next 
irmed  in  writing  by  one,  or  both  of  them. 

Yours,  &c. 
Feb.  28,  1768.  J.  Garton.* 

determined  resolution  of  Messrs.  Ru- 
brd  and  Harris  to  rescind  the  article  respect- 
ing the  nianagtrn'-nt,  appears  in  the  above  notice, 
wherein  they  assume,  contrary  to  the  letter, 
spirit,  and  common  sense  of  that  article,  the 
power  of  dismission,  the  dismission  of  almost  the 
whole  Theatre,  as  well  as  the  power  of  sigiiJng 
the  articles  of  agreement ;  to  which  also  they 
have  not  any  right.  The  ordering  the  Treasurer 
to  transcribe  and  circulate  these  notices  was  un- 
doubtedly intended  as  a  new  insult  tome;  and 
pei-haps  the  Treasurer,  who  was  now  growing  ob- 
noxious to  them,  because  he  would  not  further 
their  attempts  to  stop  the  business  of  the  The- 
atre, was  purposely  distressed  with  this  order, 
that  they  might  take  offence  at  his  denial  to  com- 
ply with  it.  I  had  not  the  most  distant  intention 
of  settling  the  future  state  of  the  company  with- 
out communicating  the  plan  of  it  to  them.  This, 
whatever  they  might  have  learned  firom  their  in- 
formers, my  subsequent  conduct  testified.  I 
suffered. 
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suffered,  however,  the  poor  young  men  to  con- 
tinue to  expose  themselves.  The  notices  were 
actually  served  on  the  persons  they  required,  and 
I  passed  over  this  new  instance  of  their  insolence 
and  irr^[ularity  with  the  most  silent  contempt. 

"  1  do  hereby  aver  to  the  Publick,  for  to  the 
Publick  alone  I  tiow  address  myself,  that  when- 
ever T.  Harris  and  his  colleague  wit)  prefer  a  Bill 
in  Chancery  against  us,  respecting  our  presetit 
Articles  and  past  Transactions,  neither  1  nor 
Mr.  Powell  will  make  any  delay  in  putting  in  a 
full  and  sufficient  answer.  And  I  now,  in  this 
public  manner,  call  upon  them  to  file  tiiis  long- 
threatened  bill  against  us.  And  I  do  hereby 
pledge  my  honour,  not  to  T.  Hanis,  but  to  the 
Publick,  that  no  means  or  endeavours  of  mine, 
or  Mr.  Powell,  shall  be  wanting  to  bring  it  to  a 
short  and  speedy  conclusion. 

"  It  now  only  remains  to  assure  tliat  Publick, 
w4)ose  protection  we  have  already  so  often  expe- 
rienced, that  we  are  determined  to  open  the 
Playhouse  at  the  usual  time ;  and  then  to  submit 
it  to  their  tribunal,  whether  they  will  suffer  the 
insolence  and  tyranny  of  T.  Harris  to  interrupt 
their  amusements,  as  well  as  to  oppress  us  and 
the  r«st  of  their  servants  in  Covent-garden 
Theatre." 

The  invitation  to  try  the  merits  of  the  dispute 
between  Messrs.  Colman,  Harris,  &c.  o&red  at 
the  cltsse  of  the  paper  published  by  the  former. 
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was  accepted ;  and  a  decision  took  {Abo6  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  July  177O9  when  it  wasdj^ 
creed  that  Mr.  Cofanan  should  om&me  .^be 
acting  manager,  subject  to  the  advice  ctf  the  three 
other  managers. 

.  One  of  the  most  splendid  Masqueradea  whidi 
JfaAs  taken  place  in  England  was  that  given  bf  tfip 
JUng  of  Denmark  at  the  Opennhouse^  m  I7Q& 
3000  persons,  or  nearly  that  number,  wepi^e  pre^ 
tent,  and  received  an  entertainment  oonustiag^  of 
eveiy  delicacy  in  the  utmost  profusimi. 

I  have  just  ceased  to  applaud  the  old  custom  of 
opening  the  doors  of  the  Theatre  befare'JSve 
dcloch ;  and  have  at  this  moment  to  jMitioe  iSbtt 
strange  caprice:  of  -  the  publick,  in  requiring  tlw 
.managers  to  open  at  Jive.  This  alteration'  oc- 
curred in  October  17  08. 

Tlie  stupid  and  barbarous  diversion  of  Throw- 
ing at  Cocks,  practised  by  the  vulgar  on  Shrove 
,1     \  Tuesday,   was  very  properly  "prevented  by   the 
;  Police  in  February  17C9. 

/      The  reader  cannot  form  a  better  idea  of  the 
:  amusements  prepared  for  the  publick  by  Mrs. 
Cornely  than  from  the  following  account,  pub- 
lished a  few  days  after  the  Masquerade  occurred 
February  177O. 

"  Monday  night  the  principal  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  number  of  near 
eight  hundred,  were  present  at  the  marked  ball 
at  Mrs.  Cornely's  in  Soho-square,  given  by  the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen  of  the  Tuesday  Night*8  Club,  held  at 
the  Star  and  Garter  Tavern  in  Pall-mall.  Soho- 
square  and  the  adjacent  streets  were  lined  with 
thousands  of  people,  whose  curiosity  led  them  to 
get  a  sight  of  the  persons  going  to  the  Masque- 
rade ;  nor  was  any  coach  or  chair  suffered  to  pass 
unreviewed,  the  windows  being  obliged  to  be  let 
down,  and  lights  held  up  to  display  the  figures 
to  more  advantage.  At  nine  o'clock  the  doors  of 
the  house  were  opened,  and  from  that  time  for 
about  three  or  four  hours  the  company  continued 
to  pour  into  the  assembly.  At  twelve  the  lower 
rooms  were  opened  :  in  these  were  prepared  the 
sjde-boards,  containing  sweetmeats  and  a  co!d 
collation,  in  which  elegance  was  more  conspi- 
cuous than  profusion.  The  feast  of  the  night  was 
calculated  rather  to  gratify  the  eye  than  the 
stomach,  and  seemed  to  testify  the  conductor's 
sense  of  its  being  prepared  almost  on  the  eve  of 
Ash  Wednesday.  The  richness  and  brilliancy  of 
the  dresses  were  almost  hevond  imagination  ;  nor 
did  any  assembly  ever  exhibit  a  collection  of  more 
elegant  and  beautiful  female  figures.  Among 
them  were  Lady  Waldegrave,  Liidy  Pembroke, 
the  Dutchess  of  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Crewe,  Mrs. 
Hodges,  Lady  Almeria  Carpenter,  &c.  Some  of 
the  most  remarkable.figures  were, 
A  Highlander  (Mr.  R.  Conway.) 
A  double  Man,  half  Miller,  half  Chimney 
Sweeper  (Sir  R.  Phillips.) 

VOL.  II.  T  "  A  po- 


"  A  political  Bedlamite,  run  mad  for  Wilkctf 
tnd  Liberty,  and  No.  45. 

"  A  figure  of  Adam  in  flesh-coloured  silk,  vnit^ 
an  apron  of  fig-leaves.  j 

"  A  Druid  (Sir  W.  W.  Wynne.)  i 

"A  figure  of  Somebody.  | 

I    "Ditto  of  Nobody.  I 

"  A  running-footman,  very  richly  dressed,  witn 
3  cap  set  with  diamonds,  and  the  words  *  TuesN 
day  Night's  Club'  in  the  front  (the  Earl  q| 
Carlisle.)  'j 

"  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
in  the  old  English  habit,  with  a  star  on  thq 
cloak.  . 

*'  Midas  (Mr.  James  the  Painter.)  J 

**  Miss  MoncktoD,  daughter  to  Lord  Gallwayj 
appeared  in  the  character  of  an  Indian  Sultana, 
in  a  robe  of  cloth  of  gold,  and  a  rich  veil.  Tht 
seams  of  her  habit  were  embroidered  with  pre- 
cious stores,  and  she  had  a  magnificent  cluster 
of  diamonds  on  her  head;  the  jewels  she  wore 
were  valued  at  30,000/.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire was  very  fine,  but  in  no  particular  dm* 
ractar.  Captain  Nugent  of  the  Guards,  in  the 
character  of  Mungo,  greatly  diverted  the  com- 
pany. 

"  The  Countess  Dowager  of  Waldegrave  wore 
a  dress  richly  trimmed  with  beads  and  pearls,  in 
the  character  of  Jane  Shore.  Her  Grace  of  An* 
caster  daimed  the  attention  of  all  die  company  in 
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the  dress  of  Mandane.  The  Countess  of  Pom- 
fret,  in  the  character  of  a  Greek  Sultana^  and  the 
two  Miss  Fredericks^  who  accompanied  her  as 
Greek  Slaves,  made  a  complete  groupe.  The 
Dutchess  of  Bolton,  in  the  character  of  Diana, 
was  captivating.  ,  Lord  Edg — b,  in  the  character 
of  an  Old  Woman,  was  fall  as  lovely  as  his  lady, 
in  that  of  a  Nun. 

"  Lady  Stanhope,  as  Melpomene,  was  a  striking 
Qne  figure.  Lady  Augusta  Stuart,  as  a  Vestal, 
and  Lady  Caroline,  as  a  Fille  de  Patmos,  shewed 
that  true  el^ance  may  be  expressed  without  gold 
and  diamonds.  The  Chimney  Sweeper,  Quack 
Doctor,  and  a  Friar,  acquitted  themselves  with 
much  entertainment  to  the  company. 

"  About  two  o'clock  the  company  began  to  de- 
part, in  effecting  which  there  was  great  dif- 
ficulty. 

"  We  hear  that  two  Great  Personages  were 
complimented  with  two  tickets  for  Monday 
night's  masquerade,  which  they  very  politely 
returned. 

^^  Most  of  the  carriages  that  came  to  the  mas- 
querade were  chalked  by  the  populace  with 
^  Wilkes  and  Liberty." 

ItSwill  no  doubt  be  remembered  by  many, 

that  a  very  good  representation  pf^MLfiniptioa^f 

.Mount  iEtna^  on  a  large  3cale^  with.  Cyclops  at 

work  in  the  centre  of  the  mountain,  was  exhibited 

.a  few  years  since  in  the  garden  at  Ranelagh, 

T2  That 
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.»1bat  it  may  not  be  sbpposed  diif  thk  waie  mis 
'«'  nsir  thought^  I  rittdrdescribe  the  featettMH- 
^ttiMC  of  tt  crrening  at  Rliu7'Je4mi  fardaiii  friMta 
tfMiy  wete  in  foil .rapotation.'  The  wmI  ufaaatU 
and  801^  w«re  perfiyrmed;  but  Signlilir'VbiJi^i 
'had  been  ein|Hojed  to  prepare  a  v^pMeMiWidft  4i£ 
Itouiit  JStaa  -at  an  addition  to  the  danMh^A^  «tttt- 
worksy  consisting  of  vertical  wheds^  ^nmif^ititN, 
'gbbes,  &C.  in  faonoar  of  the  King% birttdmy^ 
Jane  4^  1773^  who  was,  with  the  jj^iwih, 
'{Meseoted  in  ttansparencies  surramided '  bj^ 
When  the  fire-frorks  were  conchidad,  a 
which  covered  the  base  of  the  mountain  witJmad 
discovered  Vulcan  leading  the  Qrclc^  to  Wdh.  at 
their  forge;  tiiefire  blazed^  and  VenM  eirtmod 
with  Cnpid  at  her  side^  who  b^ged  tUem  to 
make  for  her  son  those  arrows  which  are  said  to 
be  the  causes  of  love  in  the  human  breast :  they 
assented,  and  the  mountain  immediately  ap- 
peared in  eruption  with  lava  rushing  down  the 
precipices. 

A  few  trees  stand  as  mementoes  of  Mary-ie-bon 
gardens  near  the  North  end  of  Harley-street. 

January  27,  I772,  was  rendered  remarkable 
in  the  annals  of  Amusement  by  the  opening  of 
the  Pantheon  in  Oxford-street^  which  bad  been 
erected  at  a  vast  expence  from  the  designa  of 
Wyatt,  the  celebrated  architect.  Near  two  thott« 
sand  persons  of  the  highest  rank  and  fashion  as- 
f^embled  on  this  occasion  to  admire  the  splendid 
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structure,  which  contained  fourteen  rooms^  exr- 
elusive  of  the  rotunda :  the  latter  had  double  co*- 
lonnades  or  recesses  for  tlie  reception  of  com|)any, 
ornamented  with  the  rehefs  peculiar  to  the  Gr^^ 
cian  style  of  building ;  and  tiie  dome  coi;itained' 
others  equally  rich.  In  order  to  support  the  pro-* 
priety  of  the  name  given  to  this  superb  place  of 
£aishionable  resort,  tlie  architect  introduced  niches- 
nound  the  base  of  the  dome  with  statues  of  the 
Heathen  Deities;  and  to  complete  the  circle^ 
added  Britannia  and  their  present  Majesties. 
Such  were  the  ideas  of  classic  taste  exhibited  by 
the  proprietors;  the  Gods  worshiped  in  the 
real  Pantheon,  ware  compelled  to  witness  a  mo- 
dern  Pantheon  dedicated  to  pleasures  and  amuse^ 
ments  of  which  even  Jupiter  himself  was  ignorant 
when  in  the  Court  of  Olympus. 

One  of  the  first  steps  of  the  conductors  was  an 
order  to  exclude  all  loose  women :  an  order  which 
deserves  honourable  mention,  but  one  impossible 
to  be  executed.  The  Masquerades  given  at  the 
Pantheon  would  have  been  thin  of  company  in-r 
deed,  had  not  improper  persons  formed  part  of 
the  silly  groupe.  The  nature  of  those  masked 
entertainments  is  so  confined^  that  when  one  is 
^en  or  described^  novelty  is  at  an  end.  I  shall 
therefore  pass  them  cver^  and  merely  mention, 
that  part  of  the  commemoration  of  Handel^  no^ 
ticed  at  large  in  the  first  volume  of  ^^  Londinium 
Kef^vivum^''    Wft9  celfjtwi^^^d  at  the  Pantheon; 

after 
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■fter  which  ctprioe  or  wme  other  cnne  .cod-' 
verted  it  intD  an  Operft-booie,  and  very  soois^ 
•flef  u  acddenialfire  ooiunnwd  it  The  Pan^ 
tbeob  has  been^'rebuilt,  but  on  a  miserable  planf< 
indeed  compared  with  the  original :  it  now  server 
for  Masquerades  at  different  periods ;  and  Gaiij 
nerin  and  Ltmardi  have  exhibited  timir  ballooii^ 
there. 

It  is  by  no  means  creditable  to  the  memory  « 
Mr.  Garriek>  that  he  acted  the  Beggar's  Oiie ' 
for  two  seasons  in  opposition  to  the  entreaties  i 
Sir  John  Fielding  and  bis  bretliren  the  Mi^ 
^str^ies,' and  after  tfaey  had 'informed  him  thai 

'  the  njpresentation  invariably  prrxluced  fresh  i 
tims  to  ofiended  Justice.  The  latter  iMtMU'iA^ 
ludedto,  1773,  produced  a  long  and  serious  (HMi*. 
tention  between  persons  who  never  before  saw  or 
had  received  the  least  injury  from  each  .other, 
through  the  turbulent  and  daring  effrontery  of  the 
late  veteran  Macklin.  'lliis  actor,  offended  at 
the  cenduct  of  a  player  named  Reddish,  and  that 
of  Sparks,  the  son  of  another,  presumed  to  make 
the  publi<:k  parties  in  the  affair,  by  thus  ad- 
dressing the  audience  at  Covent-garden  Theatre 
on  the  night  of  October  30. 

"  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — My  appearing  before 
you  in  my  own  character,  instead  of  that  which  I 
am  this  night  appointed  to  perform,  it  ah  unex- 
pected meas\u-e ;  but  in  my  distressed  condition/ 
from  my  feelings  as'  a  man  and  an  actOf,  and  m 
order 


279 

order  to  produce  decency  in  this  Theatre  to- 
night, and  from  my  duty  to  the  publick,  I  hum* 
bly  hope  it  will  be  found  to  be  a  necessary  one. 
I  am  sensible,  that,  by  a  certain  set  of  people,  this 
address  to  you  will  be  deemed  a  very  saucy  step ; 
and  that  their  wishes  and  endeavours  will  be, 
that  it  may  be  attended  with  a  very  serious  and 
fetal  animadversion ;  but  I  hope  and  trust,  that 
it  will  excite  a  very  different  effect  in  the  minds 
of  the  candid  and  the  just,  when  they  shall  have 
heard  my  motive  for  this  proceeding;  which, 
with  your  indulgence  and  protection,  I  will  hum- 
bly lay  before  you.** 

This  period  was  the  touch-stone  of  opinion; 
the  majority  of  the  audience  requested  Macklin 
to  proceed :  one  person  exclaimed  "  No,**  but 
was  silenced.    The  actor  proceeded : 

"  Through  the  course  of  my  theatrical  life,  I 
have  constantly  thought  it  the  duty  of  an  actor^ 
and  his  best  policy,  to  regulate  his  conduct  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  merit  the  credit  and  esteem 
of  those  who  kpow  him ;  so  as  to  be  able  by 
moral  justness  to  defy,  and  to  be  proof  against  all 
insinuations,  aspersions,  or  open  attacks  upon  his 
private  character.  This  has  been  my  constant 
doctrine;  this  my  constant  policy;  and  as  a  proof 
of  my  practice  being  conformable  to  these  prin- 
ciples, I  here  appeal,  not  to  hearsay^  credulit}", 
or  party,  but  to  all  who  know  me :  and  ^I  call 
upon  every  individual  of  the  publick  in  this  great 

metropolis 


metropolis  to.  produce,  if  ibtj  cm^  »  ^^Pi^  ^ 
^tauce  to  ttie  ccmtraiy.'*  .    ^ 

A  person  observe  nt  Ais  inftant,  '*  'I'^  V  A 
bold  qhallenge,  Mr.  MacUin;'*  tp  wbidi  jfao  *if^ 
plied,  ^  Sir,  I  will  abide  by  it;  and  I  fcma^  itj 
I  say  a  ^nj^le  f lurtonce.*"  ,.       .  \ 

^^Froni  the  first  of  my  ajyeivji^  ig;^^ 
jStage.  I  have  met  with  the  iiuJuM^  r|ip!(^ 
tection,  and  encoon^ment  of  a  ben^ka^typl^ 
lick,  until  I  atjtempted  to  act  the  pait/rfBiaA^rfi 
}B!Rt  Saturday:  in  that  attempt  I  haye^nit  n^ 
least  reason  to  complain  of  that  kwtol  aiM.iinK 
partial  .tribunal^  which,  frqin  my,  aboflilFfthi^ 
and  the  experience  of  the  oldest  actors  I  htcift 
kn -"wn,  never  yet  condemned  pjece  or  actor  tfaul 
had  merit :  .but  the  usage  I  have  met  wiUi  tit>||| 
news-writers  is  without  example  in  the  history  of 
the  Stage.  1  have  here  in  rcy  hapd  folios  of  pa-? 
raf^'r^.pb; .  epigrams,  intelligences,  and  what  are 
called  crit.hisms,  upoa  tae :  some  even  before  I 
api  eared  in  tiiC  clurdcter;  such  as  do  no  great 
hono  ir  to  tlie  press,  or  to  the  genius,  candour^ 
or  erudition,  of  the  gtuitlemen  who  produced 
the  11).  I  will  not  give  a  name  or  a  quality  to 
tlitse  producrions ;  the  present  publick  and 
posterity,  should  they  meet  with  them,  will  do 
it  for  me." 

A  voice  from  the  gallery  demanded  an  expln- 
nation,  why  he  felt  indignant  at  what  had  passed 
pii  tlie  Satiiraay  alluded  to.    Macklin  afiected  to 

be 
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be  at  a  loss  what  the  gentleman  meant :  an  alter- 
cation then  ensued  between  Mr.  Sparks,  the  per- 
son who  spoke,  and  another,  whicli  ended  in  a 
cliallenge  to  walk  out,  or  to  take  the  unknown^s 
address.     Quiet  again  took  place. 

"  These  criticks  or  partisans,  not  satisfied  with 
their  newspaper  attacks  upon  my  powers  as  a  man 
and  an  actor,  assembled  in  the  gallery  last  Satur- 
day night ;  and  in  two  or  three  parties  dispersed 
about  the  gallery,  did  by  groans,  laughs,  hissings 
and  loud  invectives,  attack  me  in  a  violent  man- 
ner.    These  parties  were  headed  by  two  gentle- 
men, whom  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  justice, 
with  your  permission,  I  will  name. — The  one  was 
Mr.  Reddish,  a  player  belonging  to  Drury-lane 
Theatre;    the  other,  one  Mr.  Sparks,  a  son  of 
the  late  Luke  Sparks,    of  worthy  memory,    aa 
actor  belonging  to  Covent-garden  Theatre.     This 
charge,  I  own,  is  a  heavy  one  against  Mr.  Red- 
dish in  particular ;  as  he  is  himself  an  actor :  it  is 
likewise  heavy  on  Mr.  Sparks,  who  intends  to  be 
one.     Mr.  Garrick,    in  his  own  defence,    1  am 
told,  enquired  into  this  matter  in  a  formal  man- 
ner behind  the  scenes ;    and  upon  the  evidence 
produced  by  Mr.  Reddish  and  Mr.  Sparks,  I  am 
informed  that  Mr.  Garrick  did  acquit  Mr.  Red- 
dish of  the  charge ;  but  I  here  pledge  myself  to 
give  a  positive  proof  of  the  fact  of  Mr.  Reddish's. 
hissing,  which  shall  be  supported  by  all  the  cir- 
pumstances  of  probabihtv  and  truth,     I  am  afraid 

I  have 
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'  I  hmve  taken  up  too  mxuAi  < 
-with  3rour  permiuion,  I  have  a  J 
to  oflfer  on  diis  dis^reeable  subjei 

**  J^condUkm^an  actor o 
his  performing  such  m  character  as  Macbeth  i: 
most  alarming,  to  a  mind  vuious  to  gain  the 
pnblic  ferour,  &/*  am^  condition  that  the  pursuit 
'of  fameor  jvrtunecancaxt  man  into.    A  dull 
plodding  actor,  whose  utmost  merit  is  mediocril^^  j 
is  in  no  danger ;  he  plodi  on  from  the  induIgenOB'] 
of  the  pnblick,  and  tbedr  habit  of  seeing  him,  ittj 
safety ;   he  never  is  in  danger  of  offending  byi 
starts  of  genius,  or  by  the  unruly  fire  that  the 
Jury  of  his  spirits  enkindles.    Mediocrity  is  his 
merit;    mediocri^  is  all  that  is  expected  from 
him ;  mediocri^  is  his  protection.    But  the  actoi^ 
that  can  be  impassioned  in  the  extreme,  abd  is 
inflamed  by  Shakspeare's  genius,  will,  on  his  first 
appearance  in  Macbeth,  be  carried  out  of  the 
reach  of  sober  judgmevf,  and  of  wary,  nice  dis- 
cretion ;  those  passions  iind  that  ^mc  will  rttn 
mcay  with  him,  will  make  him  almost  breathless, 
crack  or  hoarsen  in  his  voice,  arrest  his  memory, 
confine  his  sight,  his  action,    gait,    and  deport- 
ment ;  and  all  that  candour  and  the  nicest  judg- 
ment can  expect  from  him  is,  that  he  shewed  he 
understood    his  character,    that  he    gave    noble 
marks  of  genius  and  jud^rment,  and  that,  whm 
he  had  played  the  part  half  a  dozen  times,  he 
would  then  charm   and  convince  his  audience 
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of  Ills  powers,  and  of  his  having  a  competent  ca- 
pacity for  it. 

*^  But  let  this  man  be  but  checked  by  a  single 
hiss,  all  his  fire  will  instantly  cool ;  his  spirits 
abate  their  motions ;  grief  and  despair  will  seize 
him,  and  at  once  he  becomes  the  pining  broken- 
hearted slave  of  the  tyrant  that  ruined  a  wretch 
that  was  labouring  to  please  him,  who  did  not 
dare  to  resent  the  cruelty,  nor  to  assist  himself. 
A  soldier  in  the  very  front  of  war,  at  the  teeth  of 
h\i  enemy,  andat  the  mouth  of  a  cannon,  is  not  in 
so  wretched,  nor  in  so  fatal,  so  hopeless  a  state. 
The  noble  ardour  of  the  soldier  gives  him  hoj^, 
alacrity,  effort,  double,  treble  vigour  and  cou- 
rage ;  the  very  danger  adds  to  both,  and  to  such 
a  degree,  as  to  make  him  lose  even  the  idea  of 
danger;  and  sure  death,  even  death,  in  that 
state  is  pi^eferahle  to  an  actor,  who  by  his  post 
18  obliged  to  endure  the  hiss  of  a  Reddish,  or  a 
Sparks ;  or  a  critic  who  hisses  him  for  daring  to 
act  a  part  of  Mr.  Garrick's,  and  who  would 
damn  him  to  want  and  infamy,  to  shew  he  is  an 
admirer  of  Mr.  Garrick." 

Mr.  Macklin  then  went  on  beseeching  the  au- 
dience to  believe  that  the  agitation  he  felt  on  Sa- 
turday evening  prevented  him  from  exerting  his 
faculties;  that  he  was  then  under  the  same 
terrors ;  and  concluded  by  begging  them  to  try 
his  merits  by  uninterrupted  attention  for  a  few 
nights,  and  then  applaud  or  reject  him. 

Messrs. 


bdd  a  large  bond  b«fiM«  him  on  yiflakM^iMi 
xnitben  with  dialk,  *'  At  the  oommMrf.iBf  Hie 
pilblicky  Mr.  Macklin  is  dUcfaaigod."; ,  .Tkit  ipcm- 
oewion  procured  loud  appkmte  fipoHBi  tfat  fpfpiMpi 
of  the  actor ;  but  his  friends  in  the  gtU97#  >dMi- 
bly  exasperated,  demanded  '^  l^ylocl^  UfafMifcj 
and  Love  a-Iarmod^"'  instead  oi  .'f  She. SlMftf i». 
Conquer,**  which  was  begun  by  the  MinifaAi  • 
direction.  The-  confusion  soon  beeamt.  grtaimlv' 
and  many  persons  left  the  Theatre.  MnFUier, 
one  of  the  proprietors,  entered,  and  iltaapteA4» . 
speak;  but  Colman,  and  Cobnw  aloM^  wwU' 
aatisiy  the  audioace.  That  gentkniaa..w«s..il; 
length  induced  to  make  (as  he  observed)  kuJSffi 
appearance^  attended  by  Colonel  Leduaem  .Ji 
general  plaudit  succeeded ;  and  wlmi  /  ailenoe 
could  be  obtained  he  said  that,  from  the  hour  he 
had  undertaken  the  management  of  the  Theatre^ 
his  first  wish  had  ever  been  to  know  the  pleasure 
of  the  publick,  that  he  might  instantly  comply 
with  it ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tion, he  referred  tlie  audience  to  the  legible  card 
which  had  just  been  offered  to  their  perusal.  Mr. 
Colman  farther  observed,  that  the  Managen 
really  had  no  other  play  in  readiness  besides  ^'  She 
Stoops  to  Conquer;"  and  recommended  those 
who  were  displeased  with  it  to  receive  their  mon^ 
and  retire.  A  new  trial  of  skill  commenced  be- 
tween the  contents  and  non-<:ontents ;  the  musick 
played,  and  the  first  scene  of  the  above  play  was 

completed ; 
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completed ;  but  the  second  produced  such  brutal 
rage  in  the  gallery,  that  it  became  unsafe  to  re- 
main on  the  stage,  and  the  curtain  was  finally 
dropped.  The  audience  immediately  retired, 
and  received  their  entrance-money  as  they  went ; 
but  the  Managers  are  said  to  have  lost  near  90 1. 
by  certain  despicable  wretches  who  clambered 
from  the  Pit  into  the  Boxes,  and  thus  obtained 
Box  prices  instead  of  Pit 

That  this  most  unpleasant  affair  terminated 
without  bloodshed  or  bruises,  or  broken  limbs, 
must  excite  both  astonishment  and  pleasure ;  and 
I  think  it  must  be  allowed  equally  astonishing^ 
that  Mr.  Macklin  ever  dared  again  to  face  an 
audience. 

It  is  singular  that  Macklin  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  publishing  the  ensuing  extract  of  a 
letter,  directed  to  Dr.  Kenrick,  to  clear  himself 
of  a  charge  of  hissing  a  new  play  on  the  26th  of 
'  November. 
"  Sir, 

*^  So  far  from  injuring  you  in  the  point  you 
complain  of,  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  sincerely 
wished  you  success  in  your  ^  Duellist,'  as  I  do 
every  person  who  undertakes  the  arduous  and  pe- 
rilous task  of  writing  for  the  Stage.  And  I  fur- 
ther assure  you,  that  I  was  not  near  the  Theatre 
pn  the  night  that  your  Comedy  was  acted.  Nay, 
that,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  never  spoke 
to  a  person,  directly  or  indirectly,  who  was  go- 
ing, 
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ing,  or  who  told  me  he  intended  to  go,  to  '  The 
Duellist ;  and  that  I  was  employed  about  business 
of  the  utmost  consequence  to  myself  the  whole 
day  on  which  your  Comedy  was  acted  ;  particu-- 
larly  from  live  that  evening  till  after  all  the  The- 
atres were  shut  for  that  night.  And  as  to  my 
friend<5,  Sir,  the  world  must  know  that  I  cannot 
answer  whether  any  of  them  were  at  the  ^  Duellist* 
or  not,  since  I  was  not  there  myself;  nor  ought  I 
to  be  responsible  for  their  conduct  there.  But, 
Sir,  in  justice  to  those  whom  I  esteem  my  friends, 
and  for  your  farther  satisfaction,  I  do  assure  you 
that  I  have  not  heard  of  one  friend  of  mine  that 
was  at  your  Comedy.  My  testimony,  perhaps, 
in  this  cause  may  be  deemed  in  your  opinion 
weak  and  partial,  as  it  tends  to  exonerate  myself 
and  my  friends.  In  annver  to  that  argument, 
Sir,  it  is  the  Ih'sI  xhM  J  is  in  iny  p^>wer  to  ^ive 
from  th('  nature  of  the  i*ase.  In  youi  request  of  a 
re-hearinr?,  and  in  the  ronseqncnce  should  you  be 
rt-lioaid,  I  sinrtiviv  v\ ish  von  success.   I  am.  ice. 

Dr.  I\enri(k  wiis  rupported  b y  p  stnmo  party, 
wliicli  i^'claro.l  tl.at  his  ';»y  had  oeen  unjustly 
condemned;  nn^l  tlia-  .-  luleman  th.eujrl  t  proper 
to  intimate,  throut^h  h:  pnhhc  p..pers,  to  Mr. 
C'ohpp.n.  that  '  The  Jlnelhst'  would  he  called 
for  on  the  r'\vniTi<»:  \\iMn  a  Mr.  Brown  was  an- 
nounced  to  appv:ir  ior  the  first  time  \n  the  cha- 
racter of  Othello ;  thus  clearing  himself  from  the 
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presumed  imputation  of  wishing  to  injure  a  new 
l^erformer.  This  hint  did  not,  however,  produce  * 
the  play ;  and  Kenrick  and  his  friends  were  under 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  other  mea- 
sures ;  which  were,  distributing  printed  papers  to 
the  publick,  and  showering  cards  down  upon  the 
Pit  from  the  Gallery :  the  latter  contained  these 
words,  "  No  Play  till  an  assurance  of  The 
Duellist  being  given  out  for  Monday.'*  Whether 
the  riot  of  the  preceding  week  had  satiated  the 
multitude,  or  whatever  else  might  be  the  cause, 
the  affair  ended  merely  in  violent  hissing  and 
clapping,  and  Brown  had  a  candid  hearing. 

The  reader  will,  without  doubt,  be  satisfied 
with  the  preceding  descriptions  of  theatrical  com- 
motions ;  and  under  that  conviction  I  shall  omit 
all  that  have  subsequently  occurred,  at  the  same 
time  assuring  him  that  so  many  would  not  have 
been  mentioned,  had  I  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  illustrate  all  the  operations  of  the  community. 

Dr.  Kenrick  opened  a  course  of  Lectures  in  the 
Theatre  for  Burlettas  at  Mary-le-bon  gardens  in 
the  following  July,  which  he  termed  "  a  School 
of  Shakspeare  ;**  where  he  recited  different  parts 
of  the  works  of  our  inimitable  Dramatist,  and 
particularly  that  of  Sir  John  Falstaff*,  with  much 
success,  to  crowded  audiences. 

The  newspapers  of  that  month  vented  severe 
complaints  against  the  Proprietors  of  the  gardens 
alluded  to   for   having  demanded   5^.   entrance 
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as  a  peck,  many  of  theirs  conM  not  bee 
into  a  bu&bel. 

"  The  ball-room  was  illiuninated  in  an  elegant' 
manner  with  coloured  lamps ;  and  at  one  end  of  . 
it  women  attended,    selling  orgeat,    lemonade, 
and  other  cooling  liquors,      lliis  was  intended 
as  a  representation  of  the  Knglish  Coiiee-hotue  at 
Paris. 

"  Tiiere  was  a  great  variety  of  diflcrent  amuse- 
ment* ;  and  amongst  the  r«>t  a  booth  representing 
that  of  Srgnior  Xicola  at  Farts,  in  which  eight 
men,  at  the  rommand  of  the  supposed  Signior, 
who  was  behind  the  scenes,  exhibited  a  dance 
called  the  Egj'ptian  Pyramids,  standing  on  the 
backs,  arms,  and  shoulders  of  each  other,  to  an 
astonishing  height.  The  number  of  the  person* 
present  is  thouf^ht  to  be  about  Coo." 

We  will  now  bid  adieu  to  Mary-le-bon  gardens. 
Very  considerable  alterations  were  made  in 
Dniry-lane  Theatre  previous  to  the  opening  for 
the  season  of  1775-  The  frequenters  of  it  beibre 
the  above  period  describe  the  interior  as  very 
little  superior  to  an  old  barn;  but  the  raising  of 
the  ceiling  twelve  feet,  the  removal  of  the  side- 
boxes,  and  substitutinf;otliers  supported  by  slight 
pillars,  the  opening  of  new  passages  to  the  boxes 
and  to  the  Theatre  from  Bridges-street,  seem  to 
have  entitled  it  to  that  approbation  which  it  re- 
ceived till  the  re-building  in  1 794  of  the  spacious 
edifice,  demolished  by  fire  February  S4,  1809. 

The 
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The  fashionable  world  had  often  read  and  heard 
of  the  Venetian  Regatter^a,  or  race  of  Oarsmen^ 
and  were  inclined  to  attempt  a  grand  effort  of 
imitation  on  the  Thames;  for  which  purpose 
many  preparations  were  made^  and  the  fol- 
lowing plan  was  submitted  to  the  publick    in 

May  1775. 

^'  Ladies  and  gentlemen  to  arrange  their  owii 
parties^  and  to  provide  their  own  barges  or  boats; 
exciting  those  persons  who  shall  apply  to  the 
matiagers  of  the  RegattU  ^for  a  seat  in  the  public 
bargesy  which  the  several  City  companies  have 
been  so  kind  to  lend  on  this  occasion. — It  is  ire^ 
commended  that  the  rowers  of  the  private  bai^ 
be  uniformly  dressed,  and  in  such  a  manner  uk 
may  accord  with  some  one  of  the  three  marine 
colours,  >chosen  by  the  Marshals  of  the  Regattd, 
viz.  the  White,  the  Blue,  or  the  Red :  the^lue 
division  to  take  the  fotlr  Western  arches  of  Wfest^- 
minster-bridge  ;  the  re<Jl  division  to  take  the-foiir 
arches  next  the  Surrey  shore ;  and  St.  Geo^'s 
division  the  two  arches  on  each  side  the  ceiitrie. 
The  whole  procession  to  move  up  the  river  from 
Westminster-bridge  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, the  Marshal's  division  rowing  a-head  about 
three  minutes  before  the  second  division,  and  the 
same  interval  of  time  between  the  secondhand 
third  divisions.  The  company  to  begin  to  em- 
bark at  the  several  stairs  adjacent  to  W^tminster- 
bndge,  as  well  on  the  Lambeth:  as  the  West- 
minster 
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minster  sidc^  between  five  and  six  o'clock.  The 
MarshaVs  barge  of  twelve  oars,  csLrrying  St. 
George's  ensign  (white  field,  with  a  red  cross), 
will  be  to  the  Westward  of  tlie  centre  arch ;  the 
rest  of  tlie  barges  and  boats  to  $pre^  at  such 
distances  on  the  rendezvous,  as  to  fill  ail  the 
arches  of  Westminster-bridge  at  one  time;  but  it 
is  to  be  understood,  that  none  of  the  pleasure- 
boats,  nor  others,  do,  upon  any  account  go  into 
the  centre  arch,  which  must  be  left  free  for  the 
race-boats;  twelve  of  which,  with  eadi  jtvro 
rowers,  will  start  fropi  Westminster-bridge  at 
six  o'clock,  and  row  agaiiiist  tide  to  London- 
{>ridge ;  from  whence  they  will  return  back  to 
^EV^estminster-bridge :  the  three  boats  that-  first 
cljBar  the  centre  arch  of  Westminster-bridge,  to 
the  Westward,  w  in  the  prizes. — First  men,  ten 
guineas  each,  with  coats  and  badges. — Second 
men,  seven  guineas  each,  with  coats  and  badges 
of  an  inferior  value. — Third  men,  five  guineas 
each,  with  coats  and  badges. — Besides  which, 
every  successful  waterman  wili  have  an  ensign 
given  him  to  wear  one  }  t-ar  on  the  Thames,  with 
the  word  Regatta^  in  gold  characters,  thereon 
inscribed,  and  the  (joures  1,  2,  or  3,  according 
to  the  order  in  which  he  may  arrive  at  the  close 
of  the  race.  The  twelve  boats,  when  the  race 
shall  be  over,  are  to  wait  on  the  Marshars  baro^e, 
and  to  obey  whatever  orders  may  be  given  from 
thence,  b.iih  going  up  the  river,  and  returning 
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home,  when  the  entertainment  is  ended. — Cir- 
cular ranges  of  tables,  with  proper  intervals^ 
will  be  placed  round  the  Rotunda  of  Ranelagh, 
on  which  supper  will  be  prepared  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  doors  thrown  open  at  eleven 
o'clock :  the  several  recesses  on  the  groiind-floor 
to  serve  as  side-boards  for  the  waiters,  and  for  a 
variety  of  refreshments,  &c.  &a — A  band  of  ipur 
sick,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  vocal 
and  instrumental  performers^  will  play  in  ,fhe 
centre  of  the  Rotunda  during  supper-time :  other 
music  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  garden,  as  th^ 
Committee  shall  direct. — ^ITiree  military  band$^ 
composed  of  fifes,  drums,  cymbals,  .^.  will  be 
habited  in  a  manner  consonant  with  the  naval 
flags  of  Great  Britain^i  and  be  prpperly  stationed^ 
as  will  likewise  three  other  select  bands  of  th^ 
most  eminent  masters  on  wind  instrument^.: — all 
under  such  directions  as  may  best  entertain  the 
company  while  on  the  water,  and  at|  the  ti^e  of 
disembarking. — The  garden  of  Ranelagh.  .wiU,J?(e 
lighted  up,  and  a  temporaiy  bower  erected  anfl 
decorated  round  the  canal  for  dancing.-7-Thi? 
platform  of  Chelsea-hospital  to  be  op^tn,  for  the 
greater  conveniency  of  disembarking. 

"  If  the  20th  of  June  be  the  day  approved  of 
by  the  Committee,  a  red  flag  will  be  displayed  at 
ten  in  the  morning  over  the  centre  arch  of  West- 
minster-bridge, continue  flying  all  day,  and  the 
bells  of  St.  Margaret* 8  church  will  ring  from  ten 
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o'clock  till  one:  without  such  notification,  be  it^ 
understood,  that  the  Regatta  is,  on  account  of 
unfavourable  weather,  postponed  till  Wednesday 
the  21st  of  June,  when  the  like  signal  will  be  re- 
peated : — if  the  weather  still  continue  bad,  the 
Regatta  to  be  put  off  till  Thursday  the  22d  of 
June,  when  it  will  be  given  at  all  events." 

An  account  of  this  amusement  was  inserted  ia 
the  newspapers,  from  one  of  which  I  beg  leave  to 
repeat  it. 

"  Yesterday  before  noon  several  of  the  com- 
panies and  great  numbers  of  pleasure  barges  wei-e 
moored  in  the  river,  with  flaga,  &c.    ,,Half  ,«^h 
guinea  was  asked  for  a  seat  in  a  QomniDn'  i>3r»9^H 
to  see  the  Regatta.  .    ^     '      ^^^H 

"  tarly  in  the  afternoon,  the  wliole  river,  from 
London-bridge  to  the  Ship-tavern,  Milbank,  was 
covered  "itli  vessels  of  pleasure,  and  tbcro  seemed 
to  be  a  general  combination  to  make  a  gay  even- 
iiig.  "Above  1200  flags  were  flying  before  four- 
o'clo A" ;  arid  such  was  the  public  impatience, 
thafscoi'es  of  bai^jes  were  filled  at  that  time. — 
Sc'affblds  wfere  erected  on  the  .banks  and  Jn  vessels, 
and  even  on  (he  top  of  Westminster-hall  was  ui 
^tection  of  that  kind. — Vessels  were  moored  in 
the  river,  for  the  sale  of  liquors  and  othier  re- 
freshments. 

**  The  TTiamea,  by  six  o'clock,  was  overspread 

with  vessels  and  boats  ornamented  with  divera 

colours ;  much  about  which  time  they  bej^n  to 
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form  themselves  into  division*.  The  Director's 
barge^  which  was  uncommonly  superb,  and,  on 
the  stem  of  which  was  displayed  a  blue  ensign^ 
with  the  word  Regatta  in  large  gold -char 
racters,  was  rowed  in  great  state  to  its  station,  a 
little  before  seven,  on  the  West  point  of  thf 
centre  arch.  The  boats  and  vessels  of  the  red 
flag  immediately  brought  up  in  the.  line  of  the 
fours|rqhe8^  on  the  Lambeth-side;  the  blue  di- 
vision jn.the  direction  of  the  four  nearest .  West^ 
minster;  and  the  white^  of  tlietw^^ arches  on 
each  side  the  centre :  the  grand  centr^  arqh  bei^ 
solely  appropriated  to  the  race-boats.         ,.., 

^^  The  whole  river  formed  a  splendid  scene, 
which  was  proportionably  more  so  ^nearer  to 
Westminster-bridge.  A  City  barge,:  used  to  ,t^ke 
in  ballast,  was,  on  this  occasion,  fiUe||  ^it^  the 
finest  ballast  in  the  world  —  above  JspQ-.  elegant 
ladies.  At  half  p^t  sev^en  the  Lord  .Mayor's 
barge  moved,  and  falling  down  the  stream,  made 
a  circle  towards  the  bridge,  on  which  twenty-<)ne 
cannon  were  fired  as  a  salute. 

"  At  half  past  seven  the  several  candidates  for 
the  Regatta  honours  started  at  Westminster- 
bridge  ;  twelve  boats,  two  men  in  each^  in  three 
divisions,  habited  in  white,  red,  and  blue,  rowed 
down  to  Watermen  s-hall,  and  went  round  a 
vessel  placed  there,  for  the  purpose,  and  then 
made  up  again  for  the  goal,  which  was  gained 
by  one  of  the  red  squadron,  ivho  had  for  their 
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wMsd'ftdiW  new  boat,  with,  ruroitni^  com pTel 
«aaiK'fciid'-%U^,  and  an  eni^ign  with  the  woi 
JC^jttiy^nP^M  letters  imcribed  thereon;    tl 
-Mfbm^iKkti^fat  guineas  each,  and  the  third  HA 
^oittkM'etfiSi^-'ahd  to  every  other  candidate  whi 
lisir^t£ie'Mlllifttan<:e,  half  a  guinea,  with  petV' 
iiihalMi  to  be  itf  Hanelngh-^ardens  (in  their  an£^ 
Ibrnitf)  ffntn^'fttc  entertaimnenL  ^ 

•'As  soon  as  the  winners  were  (l^1itt%d>  'flnii 
iSb/Ar  prizesaward&l,  the  whole  procession  liegan 
tb'  dtove  from  Westminster-bridge  for  Rartolagh  ; 
ate- ■ftirectdr's  barge  at  the  head  of  the  whol^ 
•quadron,  viitUti  grabd  bands  of  Uitt^ck  '|iUiyfl^ 
ih-«ch:'  :  ^    ■  3 

nd  tHe  gentlemen  in  ni^dnsss  fttx^  (^  ill 'isbS^ii ; 

and  it  is  thought  the  procession  *a«  seen  by  at 
least  300,000  people. 

"  The  company  landed  at  the  stairs  about  nine, 
■when  they  joined  the  assembly  which  came  by 
land  in  the  l^emple  of  Neptune,  a  temporary  oc- 
tagon kind  of  building  erected  about  twenty  yards 
below  the  Rotunda,  lined  with  striped  linen  of 
the  drflTerent-eoloured  flags  of  the  Navy,  with 
light  pillars  near  the  centre,  ornamented  with 
streamers  of  the  same  kind  loo'^ely  flowing,  arid 
lustres  hanging  between  each.  It  happened 
however  that  this  building  was  not  quite  finished 
vrhen  the  company  assembled,  which  prevented 
tlie  cotillion-dancing  till  after  supper. 

"At 
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^^  At  half  9fter  ten  the  Rotunda  was  opened  for 
supper,  which  discovered  thr^  circular  tables^  of 
dii&rent  elevations,  elegantly  set  out,  thou^  not  ^ 
profusely  co^red.  The  Rotunda  was  finely  iUa*- 
tainated  with  ptrty-coloured  lamps,  and  those 
displayed  with  great  taste ;  the  centre  was  solely 
appropriated/ for  one  of  the  fullest  and  fitkest 
bands  of  musick,  vocal  iand  instrumental,  erer 
collected  in  these  kingdoms,;  the  nuifiber  being 
240,  in  which  were  included  the  first  masters^ 
Jed  by  Giarditii ;  ai^d  th^  whole  directed  liy  Mr. 
$ip)pson^  in  a  n^anner  that  did  him  great  credit. 
J^  .was  opened  with  a  new  grand  piece  composed 
for  the  occasion ;  after  which  various  catches  and 
glees  wereMng  by  Messrs.  Vernon,  Reinhold^  &c. 

^'  Supper  being  over,  a  part  of  the  company  re« 
tired  to  the  Temple,  where  they  danced  minuet^ 
eotillions,  &c.  while  others  entertained  them- 
aelv^  in  the  great  room. 

f  *  '^  The  company  consisted  of  about  2000, 
amongst  which  were  the  first  personages  of  dts* 
tinctioA ;  viz.  the  Dukes  of  Gloucester  and  Cum«* 
berland,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  Lords  N^ith^ 
Harrington,  Stanley,  Tyrconnel,  Lincoln,  their 
respective  ladies,  &c.  also  Lords  L}^ttelton,  Col^ 
rane,  Carlisle,  March,  Melbburne,  Cholmondeley, 
Petersham,  &o.;  the  French,  Spanish^  Prussian, 
Russian,  and  Neapolitan  Ambassadors;  &c. 

'^  Mrs.  Comely  had  the  soJe  management  of 
the  decorations  and  supper^  for  whi^^h  she  was 
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iltowed  700  guineas  -,  the  supper  \ns  but  indif- 
ferentj  and  the  wine  very  scarce. 

"  It  is  said  that  part  of  tlie  company  returning 
this  morning  early  from  Ranelagh  by  water  met 
with  some  accidents,  and  that  four  persons  were 
drowned." 

I  shall  now  conBne  myself  entirely  to  tbe  The- 
atres, with  which  this  article  necessarily  con- 
cludes. The  different  amusements  of  tbe  present 
day  will  come  under  re\'iew  in  anotlier  place. 

Mr.  Foote  had  long  entertained  the  inhabttanti 
ofLondon  with  a  variety  of  scenic  re]>resentationi; 
and  met  ^vith  the  most  rapturous  applause  ;  htt 
dramatic  pieces  are  pregnant  with  Batire,  and  bt 
stung  the  votaries  of  \'ice  and  folly  by  the  mcwt 
painted  applications.  His  dispute  with  the 
Dutchess  of  Kingston  has  been  too  often  repeated 
to  bear  another  recital ;  but  his  letter  to  the  lx>rd 
Chamberlain  on  the  suppression"of  the  "  Trip  tb 
Calais,"  in  which  the  above  ladv  was  supposed  to 
be  alluded  to,  is  too  short  to  create  tedium,  and 
too  witty  not  to  give  pleasure  after  twenty  pe- 
rusals. '      1.       . 

"  My  Lord,  I  did  intend  troubling  your  lord- 
ship with  an  earlier  address  ;  but  the  day  after  1 
received  your  prohibitory  mandate,  I  had  the 
honour  of  a  visit  from  Lord  Mountstuart,  to 
whose  interposition,  I  find,  1  am  indebted  for  your 
first  commands,  relative  to  the  '  Trip  to  Calais," 
i4AMnu  br 
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by  Mr.  Chetwynd,  and  your  final  rejection  of  i 
by  Colonel  Keen. 

*'  Lord  Mountstuart  has,  I  presume,  told  your 
Lprdship,  that  he  read  with  me  those  scenes  to 
which  yqur  Lordship  objected;   that   he  found 
them  collected  from  general  nature,  and  appli- 
cable to  none  but  those  who,  through  conscious- 
ness, were  compelled  to  a  self-application.    To 
such  minds,,  my  Lord,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man, 
next  to  the  Sacred  Writings,  is  the  severest  satire 
that  ever  was  wrote;   and  to -the  same  mark  i£ 
Comedy  directs  not  her  aim,  her  arrows  are  shot 
in  the  air ;  for  by  what  tcHiches  no  man,  no  man 
will  be  mended.     Lord  Mountstuart  desired  that 
I  would  suffer  him  to  take  the  play  with  him, 
and  let  him  leave  it  with  the  Dutchess  of  Kings- 
ton :  he  had  my  consent,  my  Lord,  and  at  the 
same  time  an  assurance,  that  I  was  willing  to.^ 
make  any  alteration  that  her  Grace  would  sug- 
gest.    Her  Grace  saw  the  play,   and,  in  conse- 
quence, I  saw  her  Grace ;  with  the  result  of  that 
interview,  I  shall  not,  at  this  time,  trouble  your 
Lordship.     It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  her  Grace  could  not  discern,  which 
your  Lordship,  I  dare  say,  will  readily  believe,  a 
single  trait  in  the  character  of  Lady  Kitty  Cro- 
codile, that  resembled  herself. 

"  After  this  representation,  your  Lordship 
will,  I  doubt  not,  permit  me  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
df  my  labour ;  nor  will  yoi)  .think  it  reasonable 

because 


because  a  capricious  individual  tias  tnken  it  into  ' 
her  head  tliat  I  have  pinned  her  rafflwi  awr\\ 
that  I  should  be  punifihed  hy  n  poi^nurj  etuck 
deepin  tny  heart :  your  Lordship  lias  too  mach 
candour  and  justice  to  be  the  instrument  of  so  ' 
violent  and  ill-directed  a  blow. 

"  Your  Lordship's  determination  ia  not  only 
of  the  greatest  importtnce  to  me  now,  but  murt 
inevitably  decide  my  fute  for  the  future,  as,  after 
this  defeat,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  muster 
up  courage  enough  to  face  Folly  ajpiin:  between 
the  Muse  and  the  Magistrnte  there  is  a  natural 
confederacy;  what  tUe  Inst  cannot  ptuiish,  the 
first  often  corrects ;  but  when  she  finds  herself 
not  only  deserted  by  her  antient  ally,  but  sees- 
him  armed  in  the  defence  of  her  foe,  she  has  no- 
thing left  but  a  speedy  retreat :  adieu,  then,  my 
Lord,  to  the  Stage.  f'aleat  res  Indivra ;  to 
which,  1  hope,  I  may  with  justice  add /*/(7Mrf(Vc; 
as,  during  my  continuance  in  the  service  of  the 
publick,  I  never  profited  by  flattering  their 
passions,  or  falling  in  with  their  humours  ;  as, 
upon  all  occasions,  I  have  exerted  my  little 
powers  (as,  indeed,  I  thought  it  my  duty),  ia 
exposing  follies,  how  much  soever  the  favourites 
of  the  day  ;  and  pernicious  prejudices,  however 
protected  and  popular.  This,  my  Lord,  has  been 
done,  if  those  may  be  believed  %vho  have  the 
best  right  to  know,  sometimes  with  success ;  let 
me  add  too,  that  in  doing  this  I  never  lost  mf 
credit 
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credit  with  the  publick,  because  they  knew  that 
I  proceeded  upon  principle,  that  X  disdained 
being  either  the  echo  or  the  instrument  of  any 
man,  however  exahed  his  station,  and  that  I 
never  received  reward  or  protection  from  any 
other  hands  than  their  own. 

*^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  Samuel  Foote." 

Mr.  Garrick,  whose  unrivalled  powers  as  an 
actor  have  ever  been  the  theme  of  applause  and 
admiration,  retired  from  the  Stage  in  June  17769 
when  in  full  possession  of  his  extraordinary  fa* 
oulties,  after  disposing  of  his  share  and  patent  of 
Drury-lane  Theatre  to  Messrs.  Ford,  Ewart,  She- 
ridan,  and  Linley,  for  35,000/, 

The  property  of  the  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket 
was  transferred  from  Mr.  Foote  to  Mr.  Colman 
in  the  following  year,  and  has  remained  in  that 
gentleman's  and  his  son's  possession  till  very 
lately.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe  of  this 
place  of  amusement,  that  it  is  too  confined  for  a 
Summer  Theatre,  and  to  accommodate  the  crowds 
which  attend  it,  attracted  by  tlie  best  old  plajrs, 
many  excellent  new  ones,  and  good  performers 
selected  from  tlie  Winter  and  Provincial  Theatres. 

The  reader  who  recollects  my  previous  notices 
of  the  enlargement  of  Drury-lane  Theatre  will 
perceive^  from  those  and  the  subsequent,  how 
rapidly  population  and  the  admir^t  on  ot  the- 
atrical amusements  have  increaa^.    Mr,  Hwris, 

proprietor 


proprietor  of  Covent-garden  Playhouse,  found  it 
necessary  in  1782  to  raise  the  roof  eight  ft*et,  and 
make  other  alterations,  to  benefit  himself,  and 
accommodate  the  pubhck.  It  was  then  that  the 
Titeatre  was  adorned  witli  those  genuine  orna- 
ments in  the  Grecian  style,  which  have  lutely 
jjiven  place  to  I  know  not  what  strange  substi- 
tutes of  painted  deal  hoards. 

Mr.  Kemble,  the  present  Roscius  of  the  British 
Stage,  made  iiis  first  apjx;arance  in  1784;  but 
his  accomplished  and  unrivalled  sister  had  asto- 
nished and  delighted  the  publick  in  the  previous 
year.  The  two  Thalias,  Farren  and  Jordan, 
were  contemporaries  with  the  celebrated  trage- 
dians ;  but  the  former  is  now  a  Countess,  and  the 
latter  I  had  almost  said  a  Princess,  though  still 
the  object  of  rapturous  approbation  on  the  Stag^, 

The  year  I'j'^o  produced  the  agitation  of  a  sin- 
gular problem,  which  has  never  yet  been  solved. 
While  an  actor  of  abilities  performs  upon  the  two 
Stages  of  Drurj'-lane  and  Covent-garden  under 
the  patents  of  the  proprietors  of  those  Theatres 
(as  I  have  before  obseiTed),  the  courtesy  of  the 
world,  or  tlieir  own  pretensions,  dignities  them 
witli  the  appellations  of  Gentlemen  and  even 
Esquires;  but  let  the  same  men  only  step  on  the 
stage  of  a  theatre  opened  without  a  patent  or  li- 
cence, and  he  instantly  Ijecomes  a  rogue  and  va- 
gabond. At  the  time  alluded  to,  the  late  Mr. 
Palmer,  an  excellent  comedian,  su])ported  by  a 
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large  subscription^  determined  to  erect  a  new 
Theatre  near  Wellclose-square  for  the  perform- 
ance of  plays,  as  at  the  established  houses,  with- 
out having  first  obtained  a  patent  or  licence ;  and, 
however  astonishing  it  may  appear,  he  actually 
completed  the  house,  and  obtained  several  of  the 
higher  rank  of  performers  from  the  two  Theatres. 
The  event  might  have  been  anticipated:  when 
every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  receive  the  pub- 
lick^  Palmer  became  a  rogue  and  vagabond ;  and 
as  such  the  persons  engaged  deserted  his  company^ 
He  struggled,  remonstrated^  and  at  length  went 
to  prison.  Since  tliat  period  the  Theatre  at 
Wellclose-square  remains  a  memento  of  rashness 
and  folly,  used  only  at  intervals  throdgh  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Magistracy,  by  Astley  and  others^ 
for  the  representation  of  dances,  burlettas,  serious 
ballets,  and  pantomimes. 

A  most  extraordinary  occurrence  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Stage  marked  the  year  1789  ;  which  was 
Mr.  Macklin's  attempt  to  perform  the  character 
of  Shylock  at  the  age  of  ninety. 

The  Theatre  of  Drury-lane  was  generally  sup- 
posed at  that  time  to  have  arrived  at  a  period  of 
decay,  which  rendered  the  safety  of  a  crowded 
audience  at  least  problematical.  The  proprietors 
therefore  determined  to  rebuild  it  on  an  enlarged 
and  magnificent  plan ;  and  for  this  purpose  they 
hired  the  new  Opera-house  in  the  Haymarket  for 
theatrical  performances  in  1791,  while  their  own 
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Theatre  Mas  in  progress ;  and  an  advance  in  the 
prices  of  admission  of  €d.  in  the  pit  and  Is.  in  the 
boxes  took  place,  as  it  was  said,  to  reimburse  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  measure. 

The  following  account  of  the  operations  at* 
tending  the  re-building  appeared  in  one  of  the 
jniblic  papers  of  the  time. 

*^  One  of  the  comer-stones  of  the  new  Dniiy- 
lane  Tlieatre  was  laid  on  Tuesday  September  4, 
]  792,  and,  as  usual,  some  coins  of  the  present 
day  were  dej>osited  under  it.  The  principal 
foundation  stone  will  be  laid  in  a  few  days,  and 
it  is  said  that  a  grand  procession  will  appear  at  the 
ceremony  of  it. 

"  The  articles  which  follow  concerning  this 
Theatre,  we  can  vouch  for  being  correct:  and 
tlie  curious,  as  well  as  those  who  are  theatricallv 
indincrl,  will  be  glad  to  read  them. 

"  The  delay  in  the  buildintj  of  this  new  Tlie- 
atre,  which  was  originally  intended  to  have  been 
finished  by  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  season. 
has  been  occasioned  partly  from  Mr.  Sheridan's 
mind  having  been  long  em})loyed  in  i>erformino^ 
the  last  mournful  duties  of  a  husband ;  and  from 
a  dispute  in  the  j)urchase  of  the  dormant  patent 
belonging  to  Covent-garden  Tlieatre,  on  which 
security  the  money  fur  the  new  building  was  to  be 
advanced.  Mr.  Harris  had  agreed  with  Mr.  She- 
ridan for  tlie  price  of  this  j)utent  at  15,000/. 

^The 
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^^  The  old  Theatre  was  pulled  down,  and  the 
money  offered  to  be  paid  for  the  patent^  when  it 
occurred  that  there  were  other  persons  necessary 
to  be  consulted,  who  had  a  property  in  it,  Mr. 
White,  who  had  married  a  Miss  Powell,  had  a 
quarter  share  of  the  patent;  and  when  the  as- 
signment of  it  was  offered  him  to  be  signed,  he 
objected,  and  said  he  would  not  sell  his  share 
under  5000/. 

Here  then  was  a  difficulty  which  had  never 
been  thought  of.  The  old  Drury  was  pulled 
down,  and  the  money  for  the  new  House  was  not 
to  be  advanced  without  the  patent.  What  was  to 
be  done?  There  was  much  cavilling  on  both 
sides ;  and  the  dispute  had  the  appearance  of  being 
drawn  into  Chancery,  to  compel  Mr.  White  to 
sell.  All  this  time  Mr.  Sheridan  was  paying  5/. 
per  cent,  interest  for  the  first  payment  that  had 
been  advanced  for  the  new  building,  which  was 
laying  idle ;  his  present  Theatre  in  the  Haymar- 
ket  was  filling  every  night  with  new  Proprietors* 
tickets ;  and  he  was  paying  a  heavy  ground-rent 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  This  was  a  ruinous  bu- 
siness, —  and  at  length  Mr.  Sheridan  concluded 
a  bargain  a  few  days  since  at  the  price  of  20,000/. 
for  the  dormant  patent.  It  is  believed  that  had 
he  employed  his  usual  finesse^  in  the  management 
of  this  affair,  as  well  as  in  the  dear  bargain  he 
made  for  the  Haymarket  Theatre,  he  might  have 
tav^  himself  fall  iOfiOOL  ;  for  he  has  hjeen  like* 

X  9  wise 


wtic  outwitted  in  the  agreement  he  entered  into 
wrtli  Mr.  Taylor,  which  we  shall  ^peak  of  to- 
morrotc. 

*'  The  new  Drurj-,  however,  now  proceeds ; 
»nd  Mr.  HoTIaod  has  declared  he  vnti  hare  the 
Theatrt:  covered  ia  by  the  month  of  Januar}'  next. 
Tlie  pkn  ia  extremely  magniHcent,  and  will  af- 
fbfd  themost  ample  accommodation.  It  tsalmost 
a  <iquare.  A  ven'  grand  piazzi  \Till  be  built  Foond 
three  sides  of  it,  over  which  will  be  setts  of 
cliaotbers.  The  Theatre  will  be  insulated,  as 
there  are  to  be  streets  all  Found  it.  An  opening 
is  to  be  cut  from  Bridges-street  into  l>rury-lane, 
through  Vinegar-yard ;  and  as  tlie  Theatre  will 
extend  to  l>rury-lane,  there  will  be  on  one  side 
Brydges-Klreet,  on  the  other  Russell-street,  the 
third  Drury-lane,  and  on  the  fourth,  the  street 
through  Vin^r-yard,  Thus  will  there  be  ave- 
nues on  all  sides;  and  then  can  the  Theatre  be- 
emptied  of  its  company  in  the  space  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  a  convenience  which  is  much  re- 
quired. 

"Hie  money  raised  for  this  building  is  1 50,000/. 
.payable  in  three  instalments. — 60,000/.  of  this  is 
to  pay  off  the  mortgagees  on  the  old  Theatre— 
— Su.ooo/.  is  allotted  for  die  new  building,  and 
10,000/.  for  contingent  expenoes.  The  mode  bf 
raising  this  money  is  byan  annuity  of  100  years  at 
5  per  cent,  and  a  free  admission  for  every  sub- 
scription 
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scription  of  500L  which  alrea(}y  bears  a  preoaium 
of  5/.  per  cents* 

The  Theatre  is  eompleted ;  but  the  East  and 
West  encb  remain  in  a  state  of  ruin,  which  must 
be  injurious  to  t\\e  waits  and  foundations.  The 
sides  are  fiiced  with  stone,  and  ornamented  with 
pediments ;  and  an  unfinished  colonnade  protects 
the  audience  from  rain,  while  waiting  for  admisr* 
sion;  or  their  carriages  are  drawn  before  the 
doors  on  retiring  from  the  amusements  of  the 
evenii^«  A  description  of  the  interior  is  in  a 
great  measure  unnecessary,  and  would  be  difficult 
to  compfehend :  the  shape  is  that  of  the  lyre,  as 
indeed  are  all  our  present  Theatres,  and  the  deco-- 
rations  appear  very  splendid,  though  they  are  no* 
thing  niore  than  plain  boards  well  painted  in  re- 
lief; in  short,  the  silvered  pillars^  and  the  beams^ 
and  the  outward  walls^  ve  the  only  substantial 
parts  of  the  building ;  and  yet  the  effect  is  won- 
derfnliy  magnificent^  and  far  superior  to  Covent- 
garden  Theatre^  which  underwent  great  enlarge- 
ments, but  in  myc^miion  no  improvements,  at 
least  in  efiect,  about  the  time  Drary-kne  was 
completed. 

The  ensuing  particulars  were  given  in  the  Gen* 
tieman's  Magazine  for  1 794 :  "  New  Drury-Iane 
Theatre  contains  in  the  pit  800  persons ;  whole 
range  of  boxes  l8i?8  ;  two  shilling  gallery  675; 
one  shilling  gallery  308  ;  total  361 1 :  amounting 
to  8^6/.  6s.  There  are  eight  private  boxes  on  each 
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side  of  the  pit ;  29  all  round  the  first  tier,  and 
eleven  back  front  boxes  ;  29  all  round  the  second 
tier,  of  which  eleven  are  six  seats  deep;  10  on  each 
side  the  fi^tllery  three  tier ;  boxes  in  the  cove  nine 
each  side.  Diameter  of  the  pit  is  55  feet;  opening 
of  the  curtain  43  feet  wide;  height  of  the  curtain 
38  feot ;  lieigtit  of  the  house  from  the  pit  floor  to 
thecieling  56  feet  6  inches," 

The  proprietors  deserve  every  praise  for  the  pre- 
cautions they  have  taken  to  extinguish  fire,  by 
providing  reservoirs  of  ivater  in  different  parts  of 
the  building,  and  an  iron  curtain  to  drop  between 
the  audience  and  the  stage.  Whether  those  in 
the  hurry  of  so  dreadful  a  moment,  would  be  of 
any  real  use,  is  a  question  which  1  sincerely  hope 
will  never  be  decided ;  I  cannot,  however,  help 
observing  that  many  large  doors  seem  so  obviously 
necessary  in  Theatresj  tliat  I  ^larc  not  attempt  to 
account  for  the  diminutive  size  of  the  two  through 
which  the  audience  actually  creep  in  the  pit  of 
Covent-garden  Theatre.  An  alarm  of  fire  in  that 
house  must  end  fatally,  whether  it  spread,  or  was 
immediately  extinguished*. 

The  amusements  of  the  present  day  are  very 
confined:  the  two  Theatres  and  the  Opera  for  the 
winter,  and  the  Haymarket  for  the  summer,  are 

*  Both  were  reduced  to  ashes,  Coveiit>garden  at 
the  close  of  1808,  and  Drury-Iaue  in  the  beginning  of 
]  809,  and  both  accidentally  without  doubt. 

the 
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the  only  established  places  of  entertainment ;  if 
the  latter  can  be  called  such,  which  dares  not  open 
till  May  15,  and  7nust  close  by  September  14* 
Astley  is  a  veteran  in  scenic  feats  at  his  Amphi- 
theatre and  Pavilion;  Sadler's  wells  is  a  more  per- 
manent establishment :  and  the  Circus  and  ^ell- 
close  Theatre  are  mere  moderns  in  comparison  ; 
but  these  are  literally  Summer  houses,  as  the  pro- 
prietors are  compelled  to  confine  their  perform- 
ances to  the  period  between  Easter  and  October, 
There  are  other  inferior  places  of  resort  opened  at 
intervals,  exclusive  of  tlie  various  Concerts;  but 
few  of  which  deserve  notice. 


V 


313 


CHAP.  vin. 


A>'£CD0TE9  OV  DRBSS,  ASD  Of  IBS  CAPRICES 

OF  FASHICnr. 

To  render  past  fashions  as  intelligible  as  pos« 
sible^  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  prints  annexed ; 
by  which  every  remarkable  change  in  male  and 
female  dress  may  be  traced  between  1700  and 

1H06. 

The  Ladies  Bodice  or  Stays  were  sometimes 
made  of  silk,  with  black  straps  to  fasten  with 
buckles  set  with  stones  or  false  jewels. 

The  head  had  a  covering  called  a  Hood,  and 
this  was  in  the  form  that  is  now  worn  by  old- 
fashioned  j)eoj)le  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Cloak  : 
they  were  of  satin,  sarsnet,  or  velvet. 

Ear-rin^s,  and  Girdles  fastened  by  buckles^ 
werci  c:ommon,  as  were  coloured  gowns  lined  with 
striped  silks.  Lady  Anderson,  whose  house  was 
roViVxd  at  a  fire  in  Red  Lion-square  in  1700,  lost 
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one  of  this  description  of  orange  damask  lined 
with  striped  silk.  The  family  of  George  Heneage, 
Esq.  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  casualty, 
lost  ^^  a  head  with  very  fine  looped  lace  of  very 
great  value,  a  Flanders  laced  Hood,  a  pair  of 
double  Ruffles  and  Tuckers ;  two  laced  Aprons, 
one  point,  the  other  Flanders  lace;  and  a  large 
black  Scarf  embroidered  with  gold." 

At  the  same  period  the  ladies  wore  Holland 
Petticoats,  embroidered  in  figures  with  diflTerent- 
coloured  silks  and  gold,  with  broad  orrice  at  the 
bottom. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  the  ensuing  story  that 
Wigs  of  delicate  and  beautiful  hair,  whether  for 
the  use  of  ladies  or  gentlemen,  were  in  great  de- 
mand, or  highly  valued,  by  some  of  our  beaus  or 
belles. 

*'  An  Oxfordshire  Lass  was  lately  courted 
by  ^  young  man  of  that  country,  who  was  not 
willing  to  marry  her  unless  her  friends  could  ad- 
vance 50/,  for  her  portion;  which  they  being  in- 
capable of  doing,  the  lass  came  to  this  City  to  try 
her  fortune,  where  she  met  with  a  good  chapman 
in  the  Strand,  who  made  a  purchase  of  her  Hair 
{which  was  delicately  long  and  light),  and  gave 
her  sixty  pounds  for  it,  being  "20  ounces  at  3/.  an 
ounce ;  with  which  money  she  joyfully  returned 
into  the  Country,  and  bought  her  a  husband/ 
Protestant  Mercury y  July  10,  1700. 

Ad. 
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Admitting  this  tale  to  be  a  mere  febrication  to 
fill  the  paper^  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  doubted 
that  good  Hair  sold  at  3/.  per  ounce. 

The  Sword  was  one  of  the  most  reprehensible 
articles  used  in  the  dress  of  ^  the  gentlemen.  It  is 
undoubtedly  an  incumbrance  to  a  well-bred  man ; 
but  dangling  by  the  side  of  an  awkward  person  it 
becomes  ridiculous,  troublesome  to  himself,  and 
intolerable  to  his  neighbours.  These  observations 
apply  only  to  the  absurdity  of  the  custom ;  as  a  daiv- 
gerous  weapon  ready  on  a  sudden  quarrel,  huma- 
nity revolts  against  its  use.  The  following  notice 
from  the  Gazette  of  January  1,  170I,  will  shew, 
that  (iovernment  w  as  at  least  careful  of  the  lives  of 
that  honourable  set  of  gentlemen  ycleped  Foot- 
men who  sported  their  side-arms. 

*^  By  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
Earl  Marslicil  of  England  during  the  minority  of 
Thomas  Dul.r  T  Norfolk.  Whereas  many  mis- 
cJiiefs  and  dan(;eroiis  accidents,  tending  not  only 
to  ihe  hin'Iiest  breach  of  the  p(  ace,  but  also  to 
the  destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, have  ha])])ene(l  and  been  occasioned  by 
Footmen  wearing'  of  swords:  for  prevention  of  the 
like  evil  accidents  and  disturbances  for  the  future, 
I  do  heit^by  order,  that  no  Footman  attending  any 
of  the  nobilitv  or  ^vntrv  of  his  Alaiestv's  realms 
shall  wear  any  swonl,  hanger,  huyo^cfy  or  other 
such  like  oflcnsive  wcii])on,  during  such  time  as 
they  or  any  of  them  shall  reside  or  be  uithin  the 
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Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  liber* 
ties  and  precincts  of  the  same,  as  they  will  answer 
the^contrary  hereof.  Given  under  my  hand,  and 
the  Seal  of  the  Office  of  Earl  Marshal  of  England, 
the  30th  day  of  December,  1701,  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
William  the  Third  of  England,  &c. 

"  Carlisle,  E.  Mr 

Muffs  were  in  use  before  the  year  1700,  but 
very  different  in  shape  and  materials  from  those  of 
the  present  day.  What  would  a  fashionable 
belle  say  to  a  Furrier,  who  should  offer*  her  one 
for  sale  made  of  the  Leopard's  skin  ?  Yet  such 
were  worn  in  1702. 

In  the  same  year  it  was  customary  to  adorn  the 
arm  with  Lockets,  as  they  were  then  called.  A 
large  one  is  thus  described  in  an  advertisement  as 
lost  by  a  lady :  "  Striped  with  dark  brown  and 
fair  hair,  wrought  like  Camlet,  the  hair  set  in 
gold,  over  the  hair  a  cypher  of  four  letters,  R.  A. 
M.  L.  under  a  cut  crystal,  and  ^ set  round  with 
ten  rose  diamonds." 

Diamond  Stomachers  adorned  the  ladies'  breasts, 
which  were  composed  of  tliat  valuable  stone  set  in 
silver,  and  sewed  in  a  variety  of  figures  upon 
black  silk;  and  they  nmst  be  admitted  to  have 
been  a  brilliant,  if  not  an  elegant  ornament. 

The  men  imported  the  Campaign  Wig  from 
France.  Those  were  made  very  full,  were  curled^ 
apd  eighteen  inches  in  length  to  the  front,  with 

drop 


drop  locks.  When  human  hair  was  scarce,  a  lit- 
tle horse  hair  supplied  the  j^ace  in  the  parts  least 
is  sight. 

An  advertisement  issued  in  1 703  gives  a  whole- 
length  portrait  of  the  dress  of  a  Youth  in  the 
middle  rank  of  life.  Such  a  figure  would  attract 
much  wonder  at  present  in  the  streets  of  London. 
"  He  is  of  a  fair  complexion,  light-brown  lank 
hair,  having  on  a  dark-brown  frieze  Coat,  dou- 
ble-breasted on  each  side,  with  black  buttons  and 
btttton-holes ;  a  light  drugget  M'^aistcoat,  red-shag 
'  Breeches  striped  loitk  black  stripes,  and  black 
W  Stockings." 

Mourning  Rings  were  used  in  I7O3- 

Satin  Gowns  were  lined  with  Persian  silk  ;  and 
laced  Kercliief),  and  Spanish  leather  Shoes, 
laced  with  gold,  were  common.  To  these  the 
Ladies  added  bare  breasts,  with  gold  and  other 
Crosses  suspendied  on  them. 

The  odd  custom  of  setting  little  circufer  pieces 
of  black  silk  on  various  parts  of  the  female  fiice, 
well  known  by  the  name  of  Patches  even  in  our 
enlightened  days,  prevailed  to  a  most  extravagant 
degree  at  the  time  I  am  now  treating  of:  they 
then,  as  at  present,  varied  in  size,  and  were  sap- 
ported  by  their  auxiliaries  in  el^ance,  frizzed 
and  powdered  false  Locks,  and  emulated  by 
the  men's  Sword-knots  and  black  silk  lacings  to 
their  Coats. 

The 
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The  Ladies  must  indeed  have  exhibited  a  won- 

■ 

derful  appearance  in  1709 :  behold  one  equipped 
in  a  black  silk  Petticoat  with  a  red  and  white  ca- 
lico border,  cherry-coloured  Stays  trimmed  widi 
blue  and  silver,  a  red  and  dove-coloured  damask 
Gown  flowered  with  large  trees,  a  yellow  satin 
Apron  trimmed  with  white  Persian,  and  muslin 
Head-cloths  with  crowfoot  edging,  double  Ruffles 
with  fine  edging,  a  black  silk  furbelowed  Scarf, 
jind  a  spotted  Hood !  Such  were  the  clothes  ad- 
vertised as  stolen  in  the  Post-Boy  of  November 
15.  To  cover  all  this  finery  from  rain  tlie 
fashionables  had  Umbrellas.  The  Female  Tatler 
of  December  12  says,  *^The  young  gentleman 
belonging  to  the  Custom-house,  that  for  fear  of 
rain  borrowed  the  Umbrella  at  Will's  Coffee- 
house in  Cornhill  of  the  3Iistress,  is  hereby  ad- 
vertised that  to  be  dry  from  head  to  foot  on  the 
like  occasion  he  shall  be  welcome  to  the  .Maid's 
pattens  r  which  seems  to  imply  that  this  useful 
invention  was  tlien  considered  as  too  effeminate 
for  Men. 

Sedans  were  in  use  at  the  same  time ;  but  I 
should  imagine  not  generally,  as  the  same  writer 
describes  a  City  Lady  rendered  sick,  and  dislo- 
cating her  neck,  by  being  carried  in  one,  and 
rising  too  suddenly. 

The  ridiculous  long  Wigs  of  17 10  were  very 
expensive:  one  was  advertised  as  stolen  in  that 

year 
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year,  and  said  to  be  worth  five  guineas  j  and 
Duumvir's  "  feir  Wig"  in  the  Tatler,  No.  54, 
"  cost  forty  guineas."  But,  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed that  the  gentlemen  onli^  were  extravagant 
in  decorating  the  caput,  take  the  jjrices  from  the 
Lace-chamber  on  Ludgate-hill :  "  One  Brussels 
head  at  40/. ;  one  ground  Bru!<:iels  head  at  30/. ; 
one  looped  Brussels  head  at  30/. 

The  Tatler  ludicrouslv  advertises  "  A  Stage 
Coach  as  departing  from  Nando's  Coffee-house  for 
Mr.  Tiptoe's  Dancing-school  every  evening;'* 
and  adds  the  following:  "  N.  B.  Dancing-shoes 
not  exceeding^oMi-  incites  /wight  in  the  fieel,  and 
Perriwiga  not  exceeding  three fe$t  in  length,  are 
carried  in  the  Coach-box  gratis." 

Those  unfortunate  pei-sons  who  were  born  with 
golden  tresses,  and  those  who  had  lived  to  bear 
the  silver  locks  of  Time,  and  did  not  choose  to 
carry  the  weight  of  the  above  tremendous  wigi, 
were  not  without  their  Tricosian  fiuid ;  for  Mr. 
Michon,  goldsmith,  informed  them  in  1710, 
tliat  he  had  "  found  out"  "  a  clear  water,"  which 
would  convert  them  into  brown  or  black  locks. 

Mr.  Bickerstaff  notices  the  extreme  nakedness 
of  the  ladies'  breasts  at  this  time  ;  and  casually 
mentions  the  beau's  pearl-coloured  stockings  and 
retZ-topped  shoes;  fringed  gloves,  large  wigs,  and 
feathers  in  the  hat. 

A  lady's  Riding-dress  was  advertised  for  sale  in 
the  Spectator  of  June  2,  1 7 1 1,  "  of  blue  Camblet 

well 
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well  laced  with  silver ;  being  a  coat,  waistcoat, 
petticoat,  hat  and  feather."  Another  in  17 12 
mentions  an  Isabella  coloured  Kincob  Gown, 
flowered  with  green  and  gold,  a  dark-coloured 
cloth  (probably  linen)  Gown  and  Petticoat  with 
two  silver  orrices,  a  purple  and  gold  Atlas  Gown; 
a  scarlet  and  gold  Atlas  Petticoat  edged  with 
silver,  a  wrought  Owrfer-petticoat  edged  with 
gold,  a  black  velvet  Petticoat ;  Allejah  Petticoat 
striped  with  green  gold  and  white,  a  blue  and 
silver  silk  Gown  and  Petticoat,  a  blue  and  gold 
Atlas  Gown  and  Petticoat,  and  clogs  laced  wrdi 
Sliver.  These  were  the  property  of  Mr.  Peter 
Paggen  of  Love-lane  near  Eastcheap,  brewer, 
who  fined  for  Sheriff  in  17 12;  and  were  pro- 
bably the  dresses  of  the  females  of  his  family. 
That  they,  or  whoever  wore  such,  were  very 
gaudy,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  those  rich  co- 
verings for  the  body  were  matched  by  the  deco- 
rations  of  the  head :  if  the  hips  had  their  scarlet, 
the  seat  of  the  understanding  had  its  blue,  yeUow, 
pink,  and  green  Hoods.  The  Spectator  says, 
**  When  Melesinda  wraps  her  head  in  fiame 
colour,  her  heart  is  set  upon  execution.'*  The 
majority  of  these  fashions  were  doubtlessly  from 
France,  as  the  same  work  describes  a  Parisian 
Doll  imported  by  the  Milliners ;  a  custom  most 
religiously  continued  during  the  rare  intervals  of 
peace  between  the  two  Countries. 

To 
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To  the  above  list  of  iiner)'  pray  let  nie  add  Mrs. 
Bealt-'s  iosB  in  1 7 1 2.  "  A  green  silk  knit  Waist- 
coat with  gold  and  silver  flowers  all  aver  if,  and 
about  fourteen  yards  of  gold  and  silver  (Aic/f  lace 
on  it.  And  a  Petticoat  of  rich  sti-ong  flowered 
satin  red  and  white,  all  in  great  flowers  or 
Jeaves,  and  scarlet  flowers  with  A/acA  specks  bro- 
caded in,  raised  hi^h  like  Velvet  or  Shag." 
Surely  if  James  I.  had  seen  this  Waistcoat  and 
Petticoat,  he  would  have  sadly  abused  his  two 
isubjects  who  wore  them  ;  they  even  set  the  Sto- 
.macliersof  Queen  Bess  at  detiance,  except  that 
they  are  deficient  in  Jewelrif.  And  in  17 14  Mr. 
Joim  Osheal  had  the  misfortune  to  be  robbed  of 
*'  a  scarlet  cloth  Suit,  laced  with  broad  gold  lace, 
lined  and  faced  witli  blue;  a  fine  cinnamon  cloth 
Suit  with  plate  buttons,  the  Waistcoat  fringed 
with  a  silk  fringe  of  the  same  colour,  and  a  rich 
yellow  flowered  satin  morning  Gown  lined  with 
a  cherry-coloured  satin,  with  a  pocket  on  the 
right  side." 

The  extreme  riclmess  of  the  habits  of  those 
days  were  accompanied  by  equal  extravagance  iii 
the  furniture  of  Beds,  advertised  as  stolen  1715, 
and  thus  described :  "  Four  Curtains  of  damask, 
a  blue  ground  and  changeable  flowers ;  the  cur- 
tains lined  with  white  satin^  having  a  mixed 
fringe.  A  white  satin  Quilt  to  the  said  bed  em- 
broidered. Four  flowered  velvet  Curtains  of  ^ 
yellowish  ash-colour,  in  a  border  of  the  same 

kind 
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kind  of  flowered  velvet  of  a  musk-colour;  the 
border  trimmed  with  green  lace  with  a  stripe  of 
red,  lined  with  a  striped  India  muslin.*'  Those 
were  the  property  of  a  lady  resident  in  Bedford- 
row,  whose  name  is  not  mentioned. 

The  Weekly  Journal  of  January  17 17  mentions 
the  death  of  the  celebrated  mantua-maker  Mrs. 
Selby,  whose  inventive  talents  supplied  the  ladies 
with  that  absurd  and  troublesome  obstruction, 
that  enemy  to  elegance  and  symmetry,  the 
Hooped  Petticoat.  The  same  paper  of  a  subse* 
quent  date  contains  an  humourous  essay  on  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  'Hooped  Pet- 
ticoat. As  I  presume  the  reader  with  me  inclines 
to  the  disadvantages,  he  will  be  pleased  with  a 
short  extract:  "  I  believe  it  would  puzzle  the 
quickest  invention  to  find  out  one  tolerable  con- 
veniency  in  these  machines.  I  appeal  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  ladies,  whether  they  are  not  a  great 
incumbrance  upon  all  occasions  (vanity  apart) 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  What  skill  and  ma- 
nagement  is  required  to  reduce  one  of  these 
circles  within  the  limits  of  a  chair,  or  to  find 
space  for  two  in  a  chariot ;  and  what  precautions 
must  a  modest  female  take  even  to  enter  at  the 
doors  of  a  private  family  without  obstruction  I 
Then  a  vivacious  damsel  cannot  turn  herself 
round  in  a  room  a  little  inconsiderately  without 
oversetting  every  thing  like  a  whirlwind;  stands 
and  tea-tables^  flower-pots^  China-jars  and  basins 
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iDnumcrabk,  perisli  daily  by  this  spreading  mis- 
chief, which,  llk<;  a  Couict,  spartw  tiotliing  that 
comes  Vritliin  iU  sweep.  Neither  is  this  fashion 
lorc  oruatneiiLal  tlian  convenient.  Nothing  can 
be  imagined  mure  unnatural,  and  consequently 
less  agreeable.  When  a  slender  Vii^in  stands 
upon  a  basin  so  exorbitantly  xvide,  &he  resembles 
a  funnel,  a  figure  of  no  great  elegancy;  and  I 
lutve  seen  many  fine  ladies  of  a  Iqw  stature,  wtio, 
when  they  sail  in  tbeir  honjK  about  an  apart- 
ment, look  Uke  children  in  tio-cart*." 

Black  and  white  beaver  Hats  for  ladies  were 
advertised  in  I'JlQ,  taced  with  coloured  silks,  and 
trimmed  with  gold  or  silver  lace. 

Wigs  maintained  their  ground  in  1 720 ;  and 
white  hair  for  the  maimfacture  of  them  bore  a 
monstrous  price,  if  we  may  credit  tliat  that  of  a 
woman  aged  170,  of  a  very  considerable  length, 
produced  50/.  after  her  death  from  a  Perriwig- 
maker.     Original  If'eekli/  Journal. 

The  man  of  fashion  in  1720  wore  the  fiill- 
curled  flowing  Wig,  which  fell  in  ringlets  half 
way  down  his  arms  and  back;  a  Neckclotli  tied 
tight  round  his  neck ;  a  Coat  reaching  to  his 
ancles,  lac^d,  strait,  formal,  with  buttons  to  the 
very  bottom,  and  several  on  Ute  pockets  and 
sleeves ;  his  Shoes  were  square  at  Uie  toes,  had 
diminutive  buckles,  a  monstrous  flap  on  the  in- 
and  high  heels ;  a  belt  secured  the  coat, 
>rted  the  Sword. 

A  man 
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A  man  advertised  ^  wonderful  Wi^  to  be  seen 
in  Sidney-alley,  Leicester-fields,  at  one  shilling 
each  person  in  February  1721.  He  said  it  was 
made  without  weaving  or  sewing;  in  short,  a9 
Sterne  says,  it  might  be  immersed  in  the  Ocean 
without  derangement. 

The  ladies  wore  Hooped  Petticoats,  scarlet 
Cloaks,  and  Masks,  when  walking.  The  Hoops 
were  fair  game  for  the  wits,  and  they  spared  them 
not.  , 

"  An  elderly  lady  whose  bulky  squat  figure 
•By  hoop  and  white  damask  was  rei^dered  much 

bigger. 
Without  hood  and  bare-neck'd  to  the  Park  did  repai  r, 
To  shew  her  new  clothes,  and  to  take  the  fresh  air; 
Her  shape,her  attire,rais'd  a  shout  and  loud  laughter ; 
Away  waddles  Madam ;  the  mob  hurries  after. 
Quoth  a  wag,  then  observing  the  noisy  crowd  follow, 
As  she  came  with  a  hoopy  she  is  gone  with  a  hollow.*" 

*  ■»__  

If  the  Flying  Post  of  June  14,  1722,  fnay  be 
credited,  the  Bishop  of  Durham  *  appeared  on 
horseback  at  a  review  in  the  King's  train  "  in  a 
lay  habit  of  purple  with  Jack  boots,  and  his  hat 
cocked,  and  a  black  wig  tied  behind  him,  like  a 
militant  officer.*' 

*  The  Bishop  of  Durham,  within  his  Diocese,  has 
many  of  the  privileges  of  a  Lay  Peer ;  and  Dr.  I'albot 
had  then  lately  succeeded  to  that  See. 

Y  2  George 


IP 


Geoi^II.  reviewed  the  Guards  in  I727,  ha- 
bited in  gray  cloth  faced  with  purple,  with  a 
purple  feather  in  his  hat;  and  the  three  eldest 
Princesses  "  went  to  Richmond  in  riding-habits 
with  hats  and  feathers  and  periwigs."  f^'hitehall 
Evening  Post f  Aviiust\~. 

If  the  reader  will  have  the  goodness  to  forgive 
the  introduction  of  very  vile  doggrel  lines,  I  will 
in  turn  present  him  with  a  Beau  of  1 727  : 

"  Take  one  of  the  brights  from  St.  James's  or 

Whites; 
Twill  best  be  if  nigh  six  feet  he  prove  high. 
Then  take  of  fine  linen  enough  to  wrap  him  in ; 
Kight  Mechlin  must  twist  round  his  bosom  and 

wrigt, 
Red  heels  to  his  shoes,  gold  clocks  to  his  hose, 
With  calves  quantum  stiff-~foT  a  muff; 
In  black  velvet  breeches  lethim  put  alt  his  richesj 
Then  cover  his  waist  with  a  suit  that's  well  lac'd. 
Tis  best  if  he  wears  not  more  than  ten  hairs. 
To  keep  his  brains  cool  on  each  side  his  scull. 
Let  a  queue  be  prepar'd,  twice  as  long  as  a  yard. 
Short  measure  I  mean;  there  isgreatodds  between. 
This  done,  your  Beau  place  before  a  large  glass ; 
The  recipe  to  fulfil  mix  with  powder  pulvil ; 
And  then  let  it  moulder  away  on  his  shoulder. 
Let  a  sword  then  be  tied  up  to  his  left  side. 
And  under  his  arm  place  his  hat  for  a  charm. 

Then 
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Then  let  him  learn  dancing,  and  to  ride  horses 

prancing^ 
Italian  and  French^  to  drink  and  to  wench : 
O !  then  with  what  wonder  will  he  fill  the  beau 

monde  here !" 

Misfs  Journal. 

I  have  met  with  the  following  description  of 
the  dress  of  a  Running  Footman  in  1730 :  *^  They 
wear  fine  Holland  drawers  and  waistcoats,  thread 
stockings,  a  blue  silk  sash  fringed  with  silver,  a 
velvet  cap  with  a  great  tassel ;  and  carry  a  Porter's 
staff  with  a  large  silver  handle.** 

Tlie  Beaus  of  the  day  seemed  emulous  of  the 
Running  fraternity  in  the  latter  part  of  their 
insignia^  according  to  the  Universal  Spectator, 
which  says :  **  The  wearing  of  Swords  at  the 
Court-end  of  the  town  is  by  many  polite  young 
gentlemen  laid  aside ;  and  instead  thereof  they 
carry  large  Oak  Sticks,  with  great  heads  tnd 
ugly  faces  carved  thereon!^ 

An  advertisement  in  March  1731  mentions  se- 
veral articles  of  the  dress  of  the  time ;  amongst 
which  were,  "  a  black  velvet  Petticoat ;  a  rose- 
coloured  paduasoy  Mantua,  lined  with  a  rich 
mantua  silk  of  the  same  colour ;  a  Suit  of  black 
paduasoy ;  a  long  velvet  Scarf,  lined  with  a  shot 
silk  of  pink  and  blue ;  a  long  velvet  Hood ;  a 
long  silk  Hood  laced;  two  white  short  silk 
Aprons,  one  embroidered  with  silk  at  the  edges; 

'  one 
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one  ^T«cn  silk  Apron  embroidertid  with  silk  And 
silver;  three  new  muslin  India  half  Handker- 
chiefs, spotted  with  plated  silver :  two  giiuze  half ' 
Hand  kerchiefs,  one  brown  embroidered  witK' 
gold,  iilver,  and  silk;  a  short  crimson  satin  ' 
Cloak,  lined  with  white  silk  ;  a  gold  and  silver 
Girdle,  with  Buckles  set  with  Bristol  stones,  &c." 

The  Weekly  Register  of  July  10,  1731,  con-. 
tains  a  lively  survey  of  female  dress,  wliich  I  , 
have  transcribed  for  the  information  and  amuse- 
ment of  the  reader. 

"  A  GENERAL  ReVIEW  OF  FeMALE  FaSHIONS; 
ADDRESSED  TO  THE  LaDIES. 

"  The  love  of  novelty  is  the  parent  of  fashion, 
and,  as  the  fancy  sickens  with  one  image,  it  longs 
for  another.  This  is  the  cause  of  the  continued 
revolutions  of  habit  and  behaviour,  and  why  we 
are  *o  industrious  in  pursuing  the  change:  tliis 
makes  fashion  so  universally  followed,  and  is  the 
true  reason  why  the  awkwardest  people.are  as  fond 
of  this  folly  as  the  genteelest,  who  give  a  grace  to 
every  thing  they  wear.  This  affectation  indeed 
is  so  notorious,  that  a  certain  lady  of  humour 
and  quality,  trusting  to  the  inimitable  beauties  of 
her  own  person,  very  frequently  invented  some 
whimsical  dress,  which  she  herself  was  sure  to 
become,  that  the  rest  of  the  ladies  might  copy 
her  to  their  own  confusion ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
stratagem  had  effectually  taken  place,  she  laughed 
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at  their  folly,  and  left  them  to  be  ridiculous  by 
themselves.     Hence  it  is  plain  that  every  noVelty 
is  not  beauty,  and  that  it  requires  great  elegance 
of  taste,  and  truth  of  judgment,   to  determine 
the  modes  of  dress,  that  every  one  should  consult 
the  particular  turn  of  their  own  manner  in  their 
choice,  and  be  well  convinced  of  its  propriety, 
before  they  ventured  to  set  the  world  an  example. 
But,  as  this  is  very  seldom  found,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  recommending  it  only,  and  make  the 
present   entertainment  a  mere   Register  of  the 
fashions  that  are  by  turns  in  vogue,  with  a  hint  or 
two  at  the  characters  of  the  inventors.     I  shall 
not  busy  myself  with  the  ladies  Shoes  and  Stock- 
ings at  all ;    it  may  serve  to  recal  some  ideas  to 
the  young  fellows  of  this  age,  which  it  does  liot 
become  my  character  and  office  to  encourage; 
but  I  cannot  so  easily  pass  over  the  Hoop  when 
it  is  in  my  way,  and  therefore  I  must  beg  pardon 
of  my  fair  readers,  if  I  begin  my  attack  where 
the  above-mentioned  pretty  gentlemen  end  theirs^ 
It  is  now  some  years  since  this  remarkable  fashion 
made  a  figure  in  the  world,  and,   from  its   first 
beginning,  divided  the  public  opinion,  as  to  its 
convenience  and  beauty.     For  my  own  part,  I 
was  always  willing  to  indulge  it,  under  some  re- 
strictions ;  that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  not  a  rival  to  the 
'  dome  of  St.  Paul's,  to  incumber  the  way,  or  a 
tub  for  the  resistance  of  a  new  Diogenes ;  if  it 
does  not  eclipse  too    much  beauty  above,    or 
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disccn-er  too  much  below. — In  short,  I  am  fof  ] 
living  in  peace  ;  and  I  am  afraid  a  fine  lady,  with  1 
too  much  liberty  in  this  particular,  would  render  1 
my  own  imagination  an  enemy  to  my  repose.  I 

"  Ttie  FarUiingal,  according  to  several  paint-  1 
ings,  and  even  history  itself,  is  as  old  as  (^leeu  1 
Elizabeth,  of  blessed  memory,  though  it  is  poa-  I 
sible  it  had  its  original  in  the  same  manner  with  I 
the  hoop,  and  was  worn  as  universally  ;  but  the  ] 
jjnules  of  our  days  revived  it  in  stark  oppositioa  1 
to  that  fashion,  and  boasted  that  while  thej-  were  i 
in  that  circle,  they  were  gecure  from  temptation  ;  ' 
nay,  some  of  them  have  presumed  to  say  it  gave 
them  all  the  chastity  of  that  heroic  Princess,  who 
died,  as  she  had  lived,  a  virgin,  after  so  many 
years  of  trial. — N.  B.  Her  Maids  of  Honour  wore 
Farthingals  as  well  as  her  Majesty,  and  undoubt- 
edly participated  of  the  same  virtue,  though  I 
submit  that  point  to  the    examination  of    the 
learned. 

"  The  Stay  is  a  part  of  modem  dress  that  I 
have  an  mvincible  aversion  to,  as  giving  a  stiffness 
to  the  whole  frame,  wlrich  is  void  of  all  grace, 
and  ait  enemy  to  beauty ;  but,  as  I  would  not 
offf  lid  the  ladies  by  absolutely  condemning  what 
they  art?  so  fond  of,  I  will  recall  niy  censure,  and 
only  observe  that  even  tins  female  armour  is 
changing  mode  continually,  and  favours  or  dis- 
tresses the  enemy  according  to  the  humour  of  the 
wearer.     Sometimes  the  Stomacher  almost  rises 
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to  the  chin,  and  a  Modesty-bit  serves  the  purpose 
of  a  Ruff:  at  other  times  it  is  so  complaisant  as 
not  to  reach  half  way,  and  the  Modesty  is  but  a 
transparent  shade  to  the  beauties  underneath* 
This  is  what  one  may  call  opening  the  windows 
of  Heaven,  and  giving  us  a  view  of  Paradise ;  the 
other  shuts  up  every  avenue,  and  makes  Reserve 
a  Dragon  for  its  security:  the  first  may  give 
passion  too  great  a  licence,  and  the  last  may  be 
an  injury  to  nature :  for  which  reason  I  recom- 
mend a  medium ;  Coquets  are  the  encouragers  of 
one,  and  Prudes  of  the  other. 

"  I  have  no  objection  to  make  to  the  Tippet. 
It  may  be  made  an  elegant  and  beautiful  orna* 
ment ;  in  Winter  the  sable  is  wonderfully  grace- 
ful, i^nd  a  fine  help  to  the  complexion :  in  Sum- 
mer the  colours  and  the  composition  are  to  be 
adapted  with  judgment,  neither  dull  without 
fancy,  nor  gaudy  without  beauty.  I  have  seen 
too  many  of  the  last ;  but,  as  I  believe  them  to 
be  the  first  trial  of  a  child's  genius  in  such  per- 
formances, I  only  give  this  hint  for  their  amend- 
ment. 

"  As  the  Breast-knot  allows  a  good  deal  of  in- 
genuity in  the  delicate  choice  of  colours,  and 
disposition  of  figure,  I  think  it  may  be  indulged ; 
but  very  sparingly,  and  rather  with  a  negligence, 
than  the  least  afifectation. — It  seems  there  is  a 
fashion  even  in  the  colours  of  ribands,  and  I  have 
observed  a  beautiful  purple  to  be  lately  the  general 
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mode ;  but  it  is  not  the  beauty  of  the  colour  that 
recommends  it  so  much,  as  the  symbol  it  is  said 
to  bear :  a  set  of  fashionable  people  have  thought 
fit  to  entitle  themselves  the  Gallant  Schemers, 
and  this  is  the  ensign  of  the  ordt-r ;  this  is  hung 
out  to  distinguish  the  society,  who  publicly  de- 
clare that  gallantry  is  their  business,  and  pleasure 
their  only  idol. — I  thought  myself  obliged  to 
make  this  known,  that  nobody,  through  igno- 
rance, might  be  led  astray. — She  that  invented  it, 
is  above  regarding  the  discovery;  such  a  liberty 
is  but  spirit  and  genius  in  quality,  and  only 
meets  with  censure  from  the  vulgar. 

"  I  come  now  to  the  Head-dress,  the  very 
highest  point  of  female  elegance ;  and  here  I  tind 
such  a  variety  of  modes,  such  a  medley  of  deco- 
ration, that  it  is  hard  to  know  where  to  fix :  lace 
and  cambrick,  gauze  and  fringe,  feathers  and 
ribands,  create  such  a  confusion,  occasion  such 
frequent  changes,  that  it  defies  art,  judgment,  or 
taste,  to  reconcile  them  to  any  standard,  or  re- 
duce them  to  any  order. — That  ornament  of  the 
hair  which  is  styled  the  Horns,  and  has  been  in 
vt^ue  so  long,  was  certainly  first  calculated  by 
some  good-natured  lady  to  keep  her  spouse  in 
countenance ;  and,  by  sympathy,  the  l^shion 
has  prevailed  ever  since. — ^The-  Tite  de  Mouton 
has  made  no  farther  progress,  than  those  who 
first  imported  it  from  Paris.  They  inform  you 
the  wearer  has  seen  the  world,  and  has  acquired 
sense 
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sense  enough  to  contemn  the  bsbions  of  her  own 
country,  and  courage  enough  to  defy  them.— To 
this  may  be  added,  the  Robe  de  Chambre ;  and 
then  the  dull  untravelled  English  may  begin  their 
ridicule  as  soon  as  they  please ;  there  is  more 
pleasure  in  being  stared  at  for  the  novelty,  than 
there  is  pain  in  knowing  they  condemn  it. — But, 
though  the  T^te  de  Mouion  has  had  no  more 
success,  we  have  imitations  that  will  do  as  well ; 
both  sides  of  a  fashionable  head  are  now  curled 
out  to  the  best  advantage,  and  I  do  not  know 
but,  by  little  and  little,  we  shall  be  able  to  con* 
quer  our  difficulties,  and  appear  with  a  full  fleece^ 
till  another  foreign  belle  arrives  to  furnish  us 
with  a  new  extravagan^xe. 

*^  The  High-crowned  Hat,  after  having  been 
confined  to  cots  and  villages  for  so  long  a  time,  i& 
become  the  favourite  mode  of  quality,  and  is  the 
politest  distinction  of  a  fashionable  undress.  I 
quarrel  with  it  only  because  it  seems  to  be  a  kind' 
of  masquerade ;  it  would  insinuate  an  idea  of  in- 
nocence and  rusticity,  though  the  Park  is  not  thc^ 
likeliest  place  to  be  the  scene  of  either :  in  shorty, 
if  a  woman  is  dressed  like  a  Wood  Nymph,  I  ex- 
pect the  simplicity  of  manners,  and  ftill  force  of 
rural  nature,  which  is  of  a  piece  with  the  cha- 
racter ;  but  I  am  generally  most  ^regiously  dis- 
appointed. Some  lady  who  u^as  intimate  with 
the  intrigue  of  romances  was  certainly  the  reviver 
of  this  custom ;  she  had  read  of  lucky  adventurec) 
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inuiat  disg;uise,  and  fancied  an  amour  was  its  in- 
separable con)panion.  On  which  account  I  give 
public  notice,  that  a  High-crowned  Hat  shall  be 
esteemed  as  an  emblem  of  an  amorous  heart,  and 
a  signal  for  the  first  assignation  that  falls  in 
the  way. 

'*  The  Hat  and  Peruke,  which  has  been  some 
time  made  part  of  a  lady's  riding  equipage,  is 
such  an  odd  kind  of  aflectation,  that  I  hardly 
know  under  what  species  to  range  it;  it  is  such 
an  enemy  to  female  beauty,  it  Is  so  foreign  to 
every  amiable  grace,  it  adds  such  a  masculine 
6ereeness  to  the  figure,  and  such  a  shameless 
boldness  to  every  feature,  that  neither  decency 
nor  elegance  can  justify  it. — None  but  Amazons 
ought  to  wear  it;  and,  if  any  of  the  sex  are  now 
courageous  enough  to  bid  defiance  to  mankind,  I 
must  insist  on  their  wearing  the  Breeches  too,  to 
make  their  disguise  complete.  But  lam  apt  to 
believe  it  is  made  use  of  on  quite  different  motives; 
it  must  certainly  take  place  out  of  a  more  than  or- 
dinary regard  to  us,  and  must  be  meant  as  the 
highest  compliment.  Besides,  it  may  serve  to 
tickle  the  mind  with  pretty  imaginations ;  some- 
times supply  the  absence  of  a  beau,  and  some- 
times  please  with  the  resemblance.  I  never  see 
one  of  these  Heroines  without  ascribing  some 
such  cause  for  her  gallantry ;  and  always  surmise 
with  what  readiness  she  would  part  with  the  apr  ' 
pearance  in  exchange  for  the  reality. 

«Th^ 


333, 

'^  The  Riding  Habit  simply^  with  the  black 
velvet  cap  and  white  feather,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  most  elegant  dress  that  belongs  to  the  ladies* 
wardrobe  ;  there  is  a  grace  and  gentility  in  it  that 
all  other  dresses  want ;  it  displays  the  shape  and 
turn  of  the  body  to  great  advantage,  and  betrays  a 
negligence  that  is  perfectly  agreeable.  This 
fashion  was  certainly  first  invented  by  a  woman 
of  taste ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  the  ladies  in  ge- 
neral so  well  reconciled  to  it.  It  argues  ^om^ 
thing  like  good  sense  in  their  choice  still  remain- 
ing ;  and  she  who  makes  her  whole  actions  most 
conformable  to  that  standard,  will  always  be  most 
secure  of  conquests  and  reputation.** 

Perukes  were  an  highly  important  article  in 
1734*  Those  of  right  gray  human  hair  were 
four  guineas  each;  light  grizzle  Ties  three  guineas ; 
and  other  colours  in  proportion,  to  twenty-five 
shilUngs.  Right  gray  human  hair  Cue  Perukes 
from  two  guineas  to  fifteen  shillings  each,  which 
was  the  price  of  dark  cues :  and  right  gray  Bob 
Perukes  two  guineas  and  an  half  to  fifteen 
shillings,  the  price  of  dark  bobs.  Those  mixed 
with  horse-hair  were  much  lower.  It  will  be 
observed  from  the  gradations  in  price,  that  real 
gray  hair  was  most  in  fiishion,  and  dark  of  no 
estimation. 

The  following  extracts  will  describe  the  dresses 
of  1735 :  ^*  On  his  Majest/s  birth-day,  the 
Queen  was  in  a  beautiful  suit,  made  of  silk  of 

the 
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the  produce  oC  Georgia ;  and  the  same  was 
universally  acknowleged  to  excel  that  of  any 
other  countr)'.  The  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men wort!  chiefly  at  Court  brown  flowered  vel- 
vets, or  dark  cloth  Coats,  laced  with  gold  or  sil- 
ver, or  plain  velvets  of  various  colours,  and 
Breeches  of  tlie  same;  their  Waistcoats  were  ei- 
ther gold  stufi's,  or  rich  Hoivered  silks  of  a  large 
pattern,  with  a  white  ground :  the  make  umcli 
the  same  as  has  been  worn  some  time,  only  many 
had  open  Sleeves  to  their  Coats:  their  Tie  Wigs 
were  with  large  curls,  setting  forward  and  rising 
from  the  forehead,  though  not  very  high ;  the 
Ties  were  tliick  and  longer  tlian  of  late,  and  botli 
behind  ;  some  few  had  Bag  Wigs. 

"  The  Ladies  wore  flowered  silks  of  various 
sorts,  of  a  large  patteni,  but  mostly  with  a  wliite 
ground  with  wide  short  Sleeves,  and  short  Petti- 
coats :  their  Gowns  were  pinned  up  variously  be- 
hind, though  mostly  narrow.  Some  few  had 
gold  or  silver  nets  on  their  Petticoats,  and  to  their 
Facing^  and  Robings  ;  and  some  had  gold  and  sil- 
ver nets  on  their  Gown-sleeves,  like  flounces : 
they  wore  chiefly  fine  escaloped  laced  Heads, 
and  dressed  mostly  English.  Some  few  had 
their  hair  curled  down  on  the  sides;  but  most  of 
them  had  it  pinned  up  quite  strait,  and  almost  all 
of  them  with  powder,  both  before  and  behind. 
Some  few  had  their  heads  made  up  Dutch,  some 
with  cockades  of  ribands  on  the  side,  and  others 
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with  artificial  flowers ;  they  wore  treble  edcaloped 
laced  Ruffles,  one  fall  tacked  up  before,  and  two 
down,  but  all  three  down  behind ;  though  some 
few  had  two  falls  tacked  up,  and  one  down  before. 
Laced  Tippets  were  much  worn ;  some  had  dia- 
mond SoHtaires  to  hook  them  togetljer ;  otliers 
had  their  jewels  made  up  bows  and  ends.  Those 
without  Tippets  had  mostly  very  broad-laced 
Tuckers,  with  diamond  Necklaces  and  Ear-rings. 
Diamqiid  Buckles  were  much  worn  in  the  shoes 
both  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies.  Lord  Castle- 
main  made  a  very  splendid  appearance  among 
the  young  noblemen  in  a  rich  gold  stuff  Coat ; 
as  Lady  Harcourt  did  among  the  ladies,  in  a 
white  ground  rich  silk  embossed  with  gold  and 
silver,  and  fine  coloured  flowers  of  a  large  pat- 
tern.** 

The  Editor  of  the  London  Evening  Post  has 
whimsically  described  the  dresses  then  prevailing, 
under  the  character  of  Miss  Townley,  in  one  of 
his  papers  for  December  1738,  who  observes :  "  I 
am  a  young  woman  of  fashion,  who  love  plays, 
and  should  be  glad  to  frequent  tliem,  as  an  agree- 
able and  instructive  entertainment,  but  am  de- 
barred that  diversion  by  my  relations,  upon  ac- 
count of  a  sort  of  people  who  now  fill,  or  ratlier 
infest  the  Boxes.  I  went  the  other  night  to  the 
play  with  an  aunt  of  mine,  a  well-bred  woman  of 
the  last  age,  though  a  little  formal.  When  we 
sat  down  in  the  front  boxes^  we  found  ourselves 
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surrounded  by  a  parcel  of  the  strangest  fellows  tl 
ever  I  saw  in  my  life;  some  of  them  had  those* 
loose  kind  of  great  Coats  on,  which  I  have  heard 
called  fP'rap  rascals,  with  gold-laced  Hats 
slouched,  in  humble  imitation  of  AVj/g-e-tOtfcAnifn.- 
others  aspired  at  being;  Grooms,  and  had  dirty- 
Boots  and  Spurs,  with  black  Caps  on,  and  long 
Whips  in  their  hands;  a  third  sort  wore  scanty 
Frocks,  little  shabby  Hats  put  on  one  side,  and 
Clubs  in  their  hands.  My  aunt  whispered  me, 
she  never  saw  such  a  set  of  slovenly  unmannerly 
Footmen  sent  to  keep  places  in  her  life ;  when,  to 
her  greater  surprize,  she  saw  those  fellows  at 
the  end  of  the  act  pay  the  box-keeper  for  their 
places.^ 

Claret-coloured  cloths  were  considered  as  hand-^ 
some  suits;  and  light-blue,  with  silver  button-holes, 
and  silver  garters  to  the  knees,  was  very  fashion- 
able between  1740  and  1751.  In  the  latter  year 
a  trunk  containing  these  articles  was  advertised, 
which  will  be  found  to  differ  but  little  from  some 
already  described.  "  A  scarlet  tabby  Negligte 
trimmed  with  gold ;  a  green  tabby  Petticoat 
trimmed  also  with  gold ;  a  white  damask  Negli- 
ge, trimmed  with  a  blue  snail  blond  lace,  with  a 
Petticoat  of  the  same;  a  silver  brocade  silkNeg- 
lig^  trimmed  with  pink-coloured  silk ;  a  white 
fustian  Ridiug-habit  turned  up  with  blue,  and 
laced  with  silver,  a  Petticoat  of  the  same,  and  a 
Waistcoat  trimmed  also  with  silver." 

When 
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When  our  present  Queen  landed  in  England 
1761,  she  was  habited  in  a  gold  Brocade  with  a 
white  ground  ;  had  a  Stomacher  ornamented  with 
diamonds ;  and  wore  a  Fly-cap  with  richly  laded 
Lappets.  Such  was  the  then  female  British  dress, 
which  her  Majesty  adopted  in  compliment  to  her 
Royal  conscMlfs  subjects* 

General  Napier  lost  by  robbery  in  the  same 
year  '^  a  painted  silk  Neglig^  and  Petticoat,  the 
ground  white,  a  running  pattern  c^  flowers  and 
leaves,  the  edgcts  of  the  leaves  painted  in  silver, 
and  the  veins  gold,,  svith  some  birds  and  butter^ 
fli^  painted  thereon.'' 

The  author  of  '^  Historical  Remarks  on  Dress,^ 
published  in  17&I  by  Jefieries,  asserts,  tiiat  par- 
ty-coloured Coats  were  first  vrom  in  Enghtnd  Hi 
the  time  of  Henry  I. ;  Chaplets,  or  wreaths  of 
artificial  flowers,  in  the  time  of  Edward  UL; 
Hoods  and  short  Coats  without  sleeves,  called 
Tabarts,  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV. ;  Hats  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VH. ;  RufFs  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward VI. ;  and  wrought  Caps  or  Bonnets  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Judge  Finch  ^intro- 
duced the  Band  in  the  time  of  James  I.  Fiench 
Hoods,  Bibs,  and.  Gorgets,  were  discoiiitinued  hf 
the  Queen  of  Charles  I.  The  Commode  or  Tower 
was  introduced  in  1687 ;  Shoes  of  the  then  fashion 
in  1 63s ;  Breeches,  instead  of  Trunk  Hose,  in 
1654^  And  Perukes  were  first  worn  after  the 
Restoration. 

•"vol.  II.  2  **Th« 
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*•  TuE  History  of  the  Fasuions  •. 
"  77«  French  Nlgkt-cap. 

"  Our  fine  women  have,  by  covering  th«r 
cheeks  with  this  fashion,  i)ut  their  faces  into 
eclipse.  Each  tady,  when  dressed  in  this  mode, 
can  only  |)eep  under  tlie-  lace  border.  Periiaps 
they  are  intended,  like  blinds  to  a  horse's  head- 
harness,  to  teach  ladies  to  look  forward. — A  good 
hint,  however. 

"  It  has  been  whispered,  indeed,  that  this  mode 
is  an  introduction  to  Popery  ;  it  is  to  bring  in  the 
veil  by  and  bv,  and  a  sort  of  trial,  to  see  how  our 
English  Toasts  will  take  it. 

*'  Some  ill-natured  persons,  indeed,  go  so  far 
as  te  say,  that  every  woman  who  wears  these  vi- 
sagtM;ovcrs,  has  done  something  she  should  be  a 
little  ashamed  of,  and  therefore  do  not  care  to 
shew  much  of  her  fiice. 

**  77je  lianelagh  Mob ;  or  the  Hood  Jrom  Low 
Life. 

"  This  is  a  piece  of  gauze,  niinionetl.  catgut, 
or  Leicester  web,  Si,c.  Ike.  which  is  clouted  o 
the    head,    then   crossed  under  the 
brought  back  to   fasten   behiiul.     the 
hanging  do\m  like  a  pair  of  piget 
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"Tliis  fashion  was  copied  from  the  silk-hand- 
kerchiefs which   Market-women    tie  over   their  ' 
ears,  roll  ahoiit  their  tliroats,  and  then  pin  up  hi 
the  nape  of  their  necks.  '  , 

"  They  were  first  worn  in  the  Inner-square"(if  1 
Covent-garden  market,  among  the  green-stalls  i 
it  was  from  thence  introduced  into  the  outward^  i 
square  or  Piazzas  among  the  stalls  therci 

"  Mrs.  Jane  Douglass  (of  procuring  memory)  , 
who  was  a  very  great  market-woman  in  her  way;' 
was  the  first  who  made  a  Scotch   lawn  double  I 
neck   handkerchief    into    the   Mob    above-meiF*'  i 
tioned. 

"  Her  female  boarders  would  do  as  the  mi»-'  ] 
tress  did,  to  be  sure;  and,  after  s  little  cut  and 
contrivance,  away  they  whisked  in  them  to  Ran»«  J 
lagh. 

"  Tlie  ladies  of  fashion  there,  who  sometimerf'1 
dress  almost  like  ladies  of  the  town,  immediately"  , 
took  the  hint.     The  fashion  flew  abroad  upon  tlwf 
wings  of  whim;  and,  as  Schioppius  observes,  ia- 
Btantly  spread  itself  over  the  face  of  the  land. 

Tiie  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  Cap, 

11  the  face  with  French  beads,  was  S 

nie  complexions;  hut  as  the 
'b  ick  gauze,  and  saved  waslnngf 
*Q      housewifery  in  it.  ever  to  be 


nT-Hr  "  The  Fli/  Cap. 

'  "This  is  fixed  upon  tlie  forehead,  forming  the 
figure  of  an  over-grown  butterfly,  resting  upon 
its  head,  with  outstretcheil  wings;  it  i»  uiuch 
worn  at  present,  not  that  it  eitlter  adds  to  ijie  co- 
lour or  outhneg  of  the  f^ce  ;  but  as  these  Cap*  are 
edged  with  garnets,  topazes,  or  brilliants,  they 
are  very  ppurkling;  and  a  side-box  appearance  is 
not  now  ahogether  the  (xunsukatiou  of  e)egaQce», 
but  ornament. 

"  Therefore  those  ladies  who  make  the  most 
show,  are  looked  upon  to  be  the  finest  women. 

"  It  is  become  a  very  interesting  dispute,  among' 
the  connoisseurs  in  general,  whtiher  the  present 
Turban-roll,  which  is  now  wore  round  the  Sleek- 
lenburgh  Caps,  was  taken  from  the  Egyptian 
Fillet,  the  Persian  'I'iara,  or  Wreath  ruund  tlw 
eldest  Faustina's  temples  ? 

"  By  way  of  Postscript  ^e  may  add,  that  tb9 

ladies,  as  to  their  Shoe-heels,  gojustas  they  did, 

no  fixed  nieasure,  some  as  b^octd  as  a  tea-cup's  brim, 

some  aa  narrow  as  the  china  circle  the  cup  stands 

'  upon. 

"  Bell-hoops,  Bland-laces,  Pompoons,  Neck- 
laces as  usual.  Modeaty-bits — out  of  fashion ; 
and  H^ts  are  trimmed  a&  every  person  pleases." 

"  The  History  of  Male  Fashions. 

"  First  Chapter.     Of  Hats;  after  Hippocrates. 

'*  Hats  are  now  worn,  upon  an  average,    six 

inches  and  three  fifthi  broad  in  the  brim,  and 

cocked 
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cocked  betfreen  Quakeir  tad  Ke¥«ihulte)-.  8^&i 
hdv^  theit*  Hats  open  before,  like  a  ehttrt>h-spfEmi^ 
or  the  tin  6t;ale  they  weigh  floWef  ini  dome  ^/v^t 
them  rather  sharper^  like  the  nose  6f  k  gin^ 
hound  9  and  We  can  distinguish  by  the  iaste  ct 
die  Hat,  the  mode  of  the  wearer's  mind.  Thei* 
is  the  military  cock,  and  the  mercantite  fcock  ^ 
and  while  the  beati)t  of  St.  James*^  Wear  th6ir 
Hats  tinder  their  arms^  the  beam  of  Mborfield^ 
mall  Wear  their*s  diagonally  over  their  left  tt 
right  eye% 

'^  Ekilori  wear  the  sides  of  their  H&Hi  Hhifertnly) 
tacked  down  to  the  crown  ;  and  look  ais  i^  thef 
carried  a  triangular  apple^pasty  ut>ofi  their  heads. 

^  t  hope  no  person  will  think  us  disaffected  i 
but  when  we  meet  any  of  the  new-raised  iiifentry 
Wearing  the  buttons  of  their  Hatd  bluff  before^ 
and  the  trefoil  White  Worsted  shakitig  as  they 
step,  we  cannot  help  thinking  of  Jhreneh  figure^- 
dancers. 

''  With  the  Queers,  H  is  a  point  of  their  faith 
not  to  wear  i,  button,  or  loop  tight  up ;  their 
Hats  spread  over  their  hedds  like  a  pent-house, 
and  darken  the  outward  man,  to  signify  they 
have  the  inward  light. 

"  Some  wear  their  Hats  (with  the  comer  that 
should  come  over  their  fbreheads  in  a  direct  line) 
pointed  into  the  air }  those  are  the  Oawkies. 

"  Others  do  not  aboVe  half  eover  their  heads,; 
which  is  indeed  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  their 

crowns;^ 
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crowns;  but  between  beaver  and  e^'firows  ex* 

pose  a  piece  of  blank  forehead,  which  looks  like 
a  sandy  road  in  a  suiTcyor's  plan.  Indeed,  people 
should  hide  as  much  of  the  face  under  their  Hats 
as  possible  ;  for  very  few  there  are  but  what  have- 
done  something  for  which  they  ought  to  be  out  of  I 
countenance. 

'*  I  remember  at  a  droll  society  established  in 
Dublin,  called  '  The  Court  of  Nassau,'  a  gentle- 
i]ian  was  indicted  for  wearing  his  Hal  in  the 
Court :  the  Attorney-general  moved,  in  favour  of 
the  defendant,  that  the  indictment  was  falsely 
laid;  for  in  it  was  expressed,  the  gentleman  had 
his  Hat  upon  his  head;  and  the  Attorney  proved 
his  client  not  to  have  a  bead.  Now  if,  in  Lon- 
don, no  persons  were  to  wear  Hats  but  such  as 
have  heads,  what  would  become  of  the  hatters? 
Yet  tliia  we  may  safely  avow,  that  a  man  may 
shew  by  his.  Hat  whether  he  has  a  head ;  or  at 
least  by  the  decorating  it,  whether  his  head  is 
properly  furnished.  A  gold  button  and  loop  to  a 
plain  Hat  distinguishes  a  person  to  be  a  little 
lunatic ;  a  gold  band  round  it  shews  the  owner  to 
be  very  dangerously  infected ;  and,  if  a  tassel  is 
added,  the  patient  is  incurable. 

"  A  man  with  a  Hat  larger  than  common,  re- 
presents the  fable  of  the  Mountain  in  labour ;  and 
the  Hats  edged  round  with  a  gold  binding,  be^ 
lopg  (0  brothers  of  the  Turf, 

**  Second 
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"  Second  Cliapter.     Upon  fVigs. 

'*  Elaborately  have  both  antients  and  moderns 
expressed  themselves  concerning  the  brain^  the" 
pineal  gland^  ideas,  and  cogitations,  by  which 
the  head,  or  the  animal  spirits  of  the  head,  pro- 
perly trammeled,  might  pace  in  good  order. 

"  But  the  only  persons  who  can  properly  be  of 
benefit  to  heads,  are  periwig-makers,  and  Doctor 
Monro,  Physician  to  Moorfields  Hospital. 

'*  Wigs  are  as  essential  to  every  person's  head^ 
as  lace  is  to  their  clothes ;  and  although  under- 
standing may  be  deficient  in  the  wearer  as  well  as 
money,  yet  people  dressed  out  look  pretty ;  and 
very  fine  gentlemen  thus  embellished  represent 
those  pots  upon  Apothecaries*  shelves  which  are 
much  ornament,  but  always  stand  empty. 

"  Behold  a  Barber's  block  unadorned :  can  we 
conceive  any  higher  idea  of  it,  than  that  of  a 
bruiser  just  preparing  to  set  to  ?  Indeed,  with  a 
foliage  round  the  temples,  it  might  serve  in  an 
Auction-room  for  the  bust  of  a  Caesar ;  and,  pro- 
vided it  was  properly  worm-eaten,  would  be  bid 
for  accordingly.  But  of  that  hereafter :  our 
business  now  is  to  shew  the  consequence  of 
Wigs. 

*^  Imprimis. 

*'  The  Trentice  Minor-bob,  or  Hair-cap ;  this 
is  always  short  in  the  neck,  to  show  the  stone 
$tock-biickle^  and  nicely  stroAked  from  the  face, 
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'  Hcven-eighths  of  the  t 
Smart  we  meet  so  headed  seeuis,  like  TriBtrani 
Shandy,  to  ha\'e  been  skaitiiig  against  the  wind; 
and  his  hair,  by  the  sharpness  of  the  motion, 
shorn  from  his  face, 

*  Next  the  Citizens  Sunday  Buckle,  or  Bol>- 
inajor ;  this  is  a  first-rate,  btaring  several  tiers  of 
curls,  disposed  in  upper,  middle,  and  lowe^ 
order. 

"  Tlien  the  Apothecary's  Bush,  in  which  the 
Hat  seems  sinking  Uke  a  stone  into  a  snow 
heap. 

"  The  Physical  and  Chirurgical  Ties  carry 
much  consequence  in  their  foretops  ;  and  the  de- 
pending knots  fall  fore  and  aft  the  shoulders,  with 
secundum  artem  dignity, 

*'  The  Scratch,  or  the  Blood's  Skull-covering, 
is  combed  over  tlie  forehead,  untoupeed,  to  imi- 
tate a  head  of  hair,  because  those  gentlemen  love 
to  have  every  thing  natural  about  them. 

"  The  Jehu's  Jemmy,  or  White  and  all  white, 
in  little  curls,  like  a  fine  fleece  on  a  lamb's  back, 
we  should  say  something  upon,  were  it  not  for 
fear  of  offending  some  gentlemen  of  great  riches, 
who  love  to  look  Hke  coachmen. 

"  Third  Chapter.     Frocks,    Coats,  Surtouts, 
and  ff'alkingsticks. 

*'  Every  gentleman  now,  by  the  length  of  hii 
skirts,  seems  Dutch-waisted,  or  like  a  Bridewell- 

boy. 
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boy,  with  a  garment  down  to  mid-leg ;  and  they 
are  so  much  splashed  sometimes  behind^  that  1 
have,  when  following  in  a  dirty  day  one  of  those 
very  fashionable  frock-wearers,  been  tempted  to 
call  out—*  Pray,  dear  Sir,  pin  up  your  pet- 
ticoats.* 

"  Then  their  cuffs  cover  entirely  their  wristg, 
and  only  the  edge  of  the  ruffles  are  to  be  seen ; 
US  if  they  lived  in  the  slovenly  days  of  Lycurgua, 
when  every  one  was  ashamed  to  show  cleaa 
linen. 

**  The  Mode^makers  of  the  age  have  taken  an 
antipathy  to  the  leg ;  for  by  their  high-topped 
Shoes,  and  long  trowser-like  Breeches,  with  a 
broad  knee-band,  like  a  compress  for  the  Botula, 
a  leg  in  high  taste  is  not  longer  than  a  Common 
Councilman's  tobacco-stopper. 

**  Pine  scarlet  shag  Frocks  were  becoming, 
while  no  persons  appeared  in  them  but  real  gen- 
tlemen ;  but  since  tumblers,  strolling-players,  and 
French  figure-dancers,  dress  themselves  in  such 
martial  outsides,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  every  one 
else  will  quit  this  very  lasting  habiliment,  un- 
less  he  has  a  mind  to  pass  for  one  of  those  exotics 
above-mentioned. 

"  Blue  Manchester  velvets,  with  gold  cords,  or 
rich  button-holes,  are  generally  the  uniform  of 
bum-bailiffs,  slight-of-hand  men,  and  money- 
droppers.    But  plain  suits  of  those  cottons,  of 
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grave  colours,  are  the  dress  of  shop-riders,  andn 
country  traders. 

"  Walking-sticks  are  now  almost  reduced  to  an  '] 
useful  size. 

"  Is  it  not  wonderful  we  should  put  forth  bo 
many  pan^raphs  concerning  female  fantastical-  ] 
ness  as  we  are  prone  to  do,  and  never  consider  J 
that  our  own  heads  are  but  mere  Fiece-brokeraJ  1 
shops,  full  of  the  remnants  of  fashion.     Do  not  | 
some  of  us  strut  about  with  walking-sticks  as  long*  j 
as  leaping-poles,  as  if  we  were  pioneers  to  th^  f 
troop  of  Hickerry-cutters  ;  or  else  with  a  yard  of  I 
varnished  cane,  scraped  taper,  and  bound  at  one  T 
end  with  wax-thread,  and  the  other  tipt  with  a 
neat-turned  ivory  head,  as  big  as  a  silver  penny, 
which  switch  we  hug  under  our  arms  so  jemmy  ? 
—  Could   our  forefathers  be  such    fools  ?    Like 
enough,    faith;    and  as  we  are  but  twigs  of  the 
same  trunks,    we  scorn  to  degenerate  from  our 
ancestors. 

"  Surtouts  now  have  four  laps  on  each  side, 
which  are  called  Dog's-ears;  when  these  pieces 
are  unbuttoned,  they  flap  backwards  and  for- 
wards, like  so  many  supernumerary  patches,  just 
tacked  on  at  one  end ;  and  the  wearer  seems  to 
have  been  playing  many  bouts  at  back-sword,  till 
his  Coat  is  cut  to  pieces.  When  they  are  buti- 
toned  up,  they  appear  like  comb-cases,  or 
pacquets  for  a  penny-postman  to  sort  his  lettei;^ 
in.  Very  spruce  smarts  have  no  buttons  nor 
holes 
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holes  upon  the  breast  of  these  their  Surtouts, 
save  what  are  upon  the  ears  ;  and  their  garments 
only  wrap  over  their  breasts,  like  a  Morning 
Gown — a  proof,  that  dress  may  be  made  too 
fashionable  to  be  useful. 

**  How  far  several  sorts  of  people  dress  above 
themselves,  and  ^  wear  the  cost  of  Princes  on 
unworthy  shoulders,'  is  not  in  the  compass  of  our 
plan  to  examine ;  but  we  must  beg  leave  to  ob^ 
serve,  that  propriety  in  dress  is  an  indication  to  a 
fine  understanding;  and  those  persons  are  blessed 
with  the  nicest  tastes  who  never  sacrifice  sense  to 
show,  or  derogate  from  that  great  rule  of  right, 
the  Golden  Mean/ 

The  Countess  Dowager  of  Effingham  was 
robbed  of  the  Robes  which  she  wore  at  the  Co- 
ronation, and  other  dresses ;  and  thus  described 
them  in  an  advertisement :  "  Coronation  Robes 
with  a  silver  tissue  Petticoat,  the  gold  trimmings 
tp  the  Petticoat,  and  the  tassels,  &c.  to  the  Robe 
taken  off,  and  put  into  papers ;  a  scarlet-^flowered 
damask  Mantua  Petticoat,  very  richly  embroi- 
dered with  silver;  an  uncut  red-flowered  velvet 
Mantua  Petticoat,  trimmed  with  silver  flounces 
of  net  with  silver  tassels ;  a  very  rich  blue  and 
silver  Mantua  Petticoat,  with  a  figured  ground  ^ 
a  Mantua  Petticoat  white  and  gold,  with  figured 
ground;  a  white  satin  Gown  and  Petticoat;  ^ 
brown  satin  Sack  richly  bro(»ded  with  silyer; 
^   {lew  satin  Sack  and  Petticoat,    white  satin 

ground 


groum!  brocaded  with  yellow:  a  scarlet  unwa- 
tered  tabby  Sack  and  Petticoat;  a  white  tiwiie 
flowered  Sack  and  Petticoat ;  a  white  and  silver 
Sack ;  a  red  satin  Fly  Petticoat,  «'ith  a  broad 
silver  orrice  at  the  bottom ;  a  quilted  red  silk 
Petticoat;  and  a  blue  and  gold  Turkey  silk  Sack 
and  Petticoat." 

A  person  whose  name  is  not  mentioned, 
fluenced  by  the  same  cause  as  the  Countesi", 
Bcribed  clotlies  as  follows :  "  A  brocaded  lustring' 
Sack  with  a  ruby-coloured  ground  and  white 
tobine  stripes  trimmed  with  Jlosx;  a  hlach  eatin 
Sack  flowered  with  red  and  white  Jfowers 
trimmed  with  while  floss ;  a  pink  and  white  stfiped 
tobine  Sack  and  Petticoat  trimmed  with  white 
floss  ;  and  a  garnet-coloured  lustring  Night-gown, 
with  a  tobine  stripe  of  green  and  white,  trimmed 
with  floss  of  the  same  colour,  and  lined  with 
straw-coloured  lustring." 

Such  were  the  gawdy  fashions  of  our  dames 
ch-ca  17(13.  Are  we  not  improved  in  our  taste, 
good  reader  ? 

The  rational  change  adopted  soon  after  of 
wearing  the  natural  Hair  instead  of  Wigs  pro- 
duced the  following  petition,  which  is  worth  re^ 
cording,  as  it  marks  an  sera  in  an  essential  turn 
of  public  opinion.  A  Wig  is  necessary  to  him 
whose  hair  falls  from  the  head ;  but  that  young 
persons  should  shave  off  their  own  locks,  and 
adopt 
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adopt  those  of  others,  seems  so  absurd,  that  vre 
wonder  at  the  folly  of  the  practice. 

"  To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

*'  The  Petition  of  the  Master  Peruke-makers  of 
the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  on  be- 
half of  themselves  and  the  whole  of  their 
distressed  Brethren  of  the  Trade  in  Great 
Britain, 

^^  Most  humbly  sheweth, 
^^  That  your  Petitioners  feel  the  utmost  re- 
hictance  to  prefer  complaints  to  your  Majesty. 
*  But  the  great  distresses  which  they  already  labour 
under,  and  the  expectation  and  even  certainty  of 
the  continual  increase  of  them  unless  timely 
averted,  compels  them  to  cast  themselves  at  your 
Majesty's  feet,  and  humbly  implore  your  gracious 
attention  to  their  sufierings : 

^^  That  themselves,  and  the  several  manuiac- 
tttrera  depending  on  them,  such  as  hair-manur 
ftcturers,  ribbon-weavers,  cawl-makers,  &c.  do 
amount  to  such  a  number,  that  they  feaf  ihey 
should  not  be  credited  if  they  were  to  give  a  mo- 
deat  estimate  of  it ;  for  they  conceive  the  thou«- 
sands  thus  employed  are  little  if  at  all  inferior  to 
what  can  be  boasted  by  any  one  manufeictory  in 
your  M^^esty's  dominions : 

^^  That  out  of  this  number  of  your  Majesty^ 
most  loyal  and  dutiful  subject^,  there  is  a  moltir 
tude  already  actually  xeduced  to  the  want  of  the 
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oiiiimon  necessaries  of  life  ;  and  that  the  whole' 
body  must  seek  subsistence  in  some  difierent  eni>^' 
ploy,  at  the  risque  of  perishing  miserably  by 
failure  in  the  attempt,  unless  some  means  can  be 
speedily  found  to  support  their  falhng  trade,  fa- 
tally woimde<i  by  the  present  mode  of  fashion 
which  so  genernUy  prevails,  of  men  in  almost  all 
stations  wearing  their  own  hair : 

"  That  this  mode,  [wrnicious  enough  in  itself 
to  their  trade,  is  rendered  excessively  more  so  by 
swarms  of  French  hair-dressers  already  in  these 
Cities,  and  daily  increasing,  who  by  artifice  more 
than  merit,  as  your  Petitioners  humbly  presume, 
and  by  that  facility  with  which  your  Majesty's 
British  subjects  are  too  much  inclined  to  prefer 
French  skill  and  taste  in  every  article  of  dress  (by 
which  tlie  most  considerable  manufactories  in 
these  kingdoms,  as  well  as  those  of  your  Peti- 
tioners, do  greatly  suffer),  find  means  to  get  em- 
ployment, to  the  privation  of  that  pittance  to  your 
Majesty's  natural  subjects  which  the  lashion  itself 
would  still  leave  in  their  power  to  obtain: 

"  That,  by  the  present  fashion,  your  Petitioners 
are  compelled  to  a  breach  of  the  command  of  God 
and  man,  and  a  course  of  disobedience  to  your 
Majesty's  proclamation,  wisely  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  all  your  Majesty's  subjects;  for  the 
Lord's  day,  designed  for  their  instruction  and  con- 
firmation in  the  principles  of  virtue  and  piety, 
is  to  such  of  your  Petitioners  as  can  yet  find  em- 
ployment, 
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ployment,  the  day,  of  ail  others,  on  which  they  are 
most  hurried  and  confused ;  and  a  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  any  order  firom  their  employers  on  that 
day  amounts  to  a  resolution  of  starving  at  once. 
This  is  a  hardship  of  so  peculiar  a  nature,  that 
your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  no  considerable 
body  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  labour  under  it  in 
any  manner  proportionally  as  they  do.  May  they 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  they  tremble  for  them- 
selves and  their  children,  lest  by  this  unavoidable 
absence  from  the  sacred  duties  of  that  day,  and 
the  misemployment  of  it  entirely  to  worldly  pur- 
suits, they  become  as  those  that  knew  not  God^ 
while  their  fellow-subjects  are  happy  in  the  ines- 
timable privilege  of  attending  and  discharging 
their  religious  duties,  and  imbibing  continually 
the  precepts  that  teach  to  bear  a  conscience 
void  of  offence,  to  fear  God,  and  honour  the 
King  ? 

**  Pressed  by  the  weight  of  these  sufferings ; 
feeling  their  trade  failing  under  them  ;  sensible  of 
the  impending  ruin  of  the  several  manu&ctories 
dependent  on  them,  beholding  great  and  daily  in- 
creasing numbers  of  their  journeymen  in  a  starv- 
ing and  despairing  condition ;  beholding  also  the 
subjects  of  France  feeding  on  the  only  fragments 
they  might  hope  to  subsist  on ;  and  urged  by  every 
consideration  interesting  to  human  nature  ;  you^ 
Petitioners  have  at  last  ventured  on  an  application 

to 
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to  the  only  earthly  power  able  to  save  them  fron 
the  torrent  which  ia  bearing  them  down  to  t 
stmction.  Their  hearts  prompt  them  to  behein 
tliat  to  know  and  to  relieve  tlie  distresses  of  youiv 
sub|ecta,  is  the  same  thing  with  your  Majesty  ;  isfl 
which  sentiment  they  are  fully  confirmed  by  man^ 
Royal  Acts  since  the  commencement  of  your  reign 
and  by  none  more  than  that  which  rescued  the^ 
poor  from  the  scoui^e  of  the  oppressors,  by  re- 
ducing the  price  of  provisions.  Your  Petitioners 
feel  this  effect  of  Royal  paternal  care,  and  grate- 
fully bless  the  protectinEj  hand. 

"  Your  Petitioners  therefore,  with  submissive 
hope  and  dutiful  resignation,  leave  to  your 
Majesty's  consideration  the  merits  of  their 
Petition;  and  .whether  your  Majesty's  gra-C^H 
cious  condescension,  by  example  and  eoual-'^H| 
tenance,  is  not  the  only  means  whereby  un- 
imagined  numbers  can  possiblybe  saved  5t>iD 
the  deepest  misery;  humbly  praying  such 
commiseration  and  relief  in  their  present  de- 
|dorable  situation  as  to  your  Majesty  shall 
wem  meet     And  they  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

"  The  above  Petition  was  presented  to  hu  Ma- 
jesty on  Monday  last ;  to  which  he  was  most  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  return  the  following  answer : 
*  Tliat  he  held  nothing  dearer  to  his  heart  Uua 
the  happiness  of  his  people ;  and  tliat  they  may 
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be  assured,  he  should  at  all  times  use  his  ehdea^ 
vours  to  promote  their  real  welfare  *.** 

The  Ladies  Head-dress  in  1765  is  said  to  have 
exactly  resembled  that  of  Mary  Queen  of.  Scots  as 
represented  in  her  portraits. 

Court  Mournings  were  continued  for  a  most 
unreasonable  length  of  time  previous  to  1  j68,  and 
became  very  prejudicial  to  the  Manufacturer  and 
Retailer;  but  remonstrances  from  the  City  of 
London  procured  the  ensuing  notice,  ^hich  was 
inserted  in  the  Gazette : 

f^  His  Majesty,  in  compassion  to  such  manu- 
facturers and  people  in  trade  as  by  the  length  of 
Court  Mournings  are,  in  this  time  of  general 
scarcity  and  dearness  of  provisions,  deprived  in  a 
great  measure  of  the  means  of  getting  bread,  hath 
been  pleased  to  give  directions  for  shortening  all 
such  mournings  for  the  future:  and  the  Lord 
Chamberlain^s  orders  for  Court  Mournings  will  be 
issued  hereafter  conformably  thereto. 

Hertford." 

The  subject  of  Dress  is  now  nearly  exhausted ; 
but  I  cannot  part  with  the  Follies  of  thirty  years 
without  permitting  an  obseiTer  to  speak  of  one  of 
them : 

"  Among  the  many  enormous  exuberances  of 
modern  dressy  I  believe  there  is  one  lately  sprung 

*  Londou  Chronicle,  Feb.  14,  1763. 
VOL.  II.  A  A  up 
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up    which    you    may    not  hare  noticed,     Yo*f  ' 
will  perhaps  be  surprized  when  I  tell  you  it  is  Uie 
Corh-rump.     To  explain  this  technical  term,  you 
»re  to  know  that  the  ladies  hare  thought  it  < 
ducive   to  elepince  to  make  an  addition  to  tb 
hinder-part  of  their  dress,  by  sewing  several  large' 
pieces  of  cork  under  the  straps  of  their  stays,  in 
order  that,  by  the  protuberance  of  this  new  addi- 
tional rump,  their  waist  may  seem  the  smaller  an 
the  more  delicate." 

Some  of  the  then  and  subsequent  exuberances 
shall  now  be  brought  to  recollection.  And  first,  the 
Head  —  this  we  have  seen  covered  with  a  Cushion, 
as  it  was  termed,  generally  formed  of  horse-hair, 
and  something  like  a  porter's  knot  set  upon  the 
ends;  over  this  the  hair  was  combed  strait,  the 
Bides  curled,  and  the  back  turned  up,  and  the 
whole  powdered;  diminutive  Caps  of  gauze, 
adorned  with  ribands,  and  miniature  Hats,  gene- 
rally of  black  silk  trimmed,  were  stuck  on  the 
tower  of  hair  with  long  pins.  The  Waist  was  co- 
vered by  a  long-bodied  Gown,  drawn  exceedingly 
close  over  stays  laced  still  closer ;  the  Hips  some- 
limes  supported  a  Bell  Hoop;  the  Shoulders  al- 
ternately small  Cloaks  and  Cardinals,  the  former 
of  muslin  and  silk,  and  the  latter  almost  always  of 
black  silk  richly  laced. 

This  description  of  Female  dress  altered  by  rfc- 
grees  to  the  present. fashion:  the  Head  insensibly 
lowered ;  the  horse-hair  gave  place  to  large  natural 
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eurls  spread  over  the  fiice  and  ears ;  the  Cap  exk* 
larged  to  an  enormous  size,  and  the  Bonnet  swelled 
in  proportion ;  Hoops  were  entirely  discontinued^ 
except  at  Onirt;  silks  became  un&shionable,  and 
printed  calicoes  and  the  finest  white  muslins  were 
substituted^  and  still  hold  their  influence.  The 
Ladies  have  at  length,  much  to  their  honour^ 
thrown  aside  those  hateful  attempts  to  supply  Nai- 
ture*8  deficiencies  or  omissions^  the  ialse  breasts^ 
pads,  and  bottoms ;  and  now  appear  in  that  na- 
tive grace  and  proportion  which  distinguishes  an 
English-woman:  the  Hair,  cleansed  from  all  extra- 
neous  matter,  shines  in  beautiful  lustre  carelessly 
turned  round  the  head  in  the  manner  adopted  by 
the  most  eminent  Grecian  sculptors;  and  the 
Form  appears  through  their  snow-white  draperies 
in  that  fascinating  manner  which  excludes  the 
least  thought  of  impropriety.  Their  Hats  and 
Bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  and  beaver,  are  generally 
well-proportioned  and  handsome;  and  their  velvet 
Pelisses,  Shawls,  and  silk  Spencers,  are  contrived 
to  improve  rather  than  injure  the  form. 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  praise  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  make  one  observation;  and  that  is, 
some  thoughdess  females  indulge  in  the  licence 
of  freedom  rather  too  for,  and  shew  their  persons 
in  a  manner  offensive  to  modesty. 

The  Male  dress  changed  almost  insensibly  from 
formality  to  ease.    This  was  effected  merely  by 
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altering  the  cut  of  the  clothes :  the  materials  i 
the  same  they  were  an  Iiundred  years  past ; 
colours  however  are  nioie  grave.  Deep  blaej 
dark  browns,  mixtures,  and  black,  are  worn  I 
the  sedate  and  the  gay,  tlie  young  and  the  old  S| 
the  foi'mer  indeed  sometimes  appear  in  Coati 
rather  large  for  their  persons;  but  they  com-* I 
pensate  for  this  oddity  by  stretching  their  Pantft^ 
loons  almost  to  bursting,  and  wear  something 
Ihat  resembles  the  Waistcoat  of  a  boy  seven  j'cars 
old.  The  modern  Hat  i«  very  convenient — a  high 
flat  crown  and  narrow  brim,  pressed  down  before 
and  behind,  and  turned  up  at  the  sides.  Square- 
toed  Shoes  have  been  revived ;  and  half  and  whole 
Boots  are,  1  believe,  every  thing  but  slept  in. 
The  modem  Neckcloth  should  not  be  omitted, 
especially  as  it  has  undergone  more  ridicule  than 
the  rest  of  the  dress  in  the  aggregate ;  it  is  enough' 
to  say,  the  Neckcloth  has  been  compared  to  a 
towel  tied  under  the  dun. 

The  Hair  was  a  long  time  dressed  or  frizzed 
high  on  the  head,  like  a  negro's  wool,  and  per- 
fectly whitened  with  powder,  and  alternately 
plaited  and  turned  up  or  queued  behind.  Ttie 
Fowder-tax  occurred,  and  thousands  of  heads  he> 
came  in  an  instant  black  and  brown  ;  and,  as  the 
Revolution  in  France  deserved  imitation,  the 
fierce  Republican  head  of  Brutus  stared  us  full  in 
the  front,  mounted  upon  the  shoulders  of  Lffdies 
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and  Box-lobby  Loungers  composed  of  puppies 
rather  than  men. 

Since  those  days  of  horror  Powder  again  makes 
its  appearance  with  the  hair  cropped  close,  ex* 
cept  above  the  forehead  ;  there  it  is  turned  erect, 
in  imitation  of  a— cock*s-comb. 

And  now,  Fashion,  I  bid  thee,  in  perfect  good 
humour,  heartily  farewell  I 
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CHAP.  ^X. 


DOMESnr  ARCHITECTURE  TRACED    FROM   ITS   ORI'^ 
GIN  TO  ITS    PRESENT   IMPROVED  STATE    IN    LON- 
DON— LIGHTING  AND  IMPROVING  OF  STREETS- 
OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THEM — ORNAMENTS,  &C.  &C. 


The  annual  movement  of  the  Sun  to  the  South 
renders  it  an  indisputable  fact,  that  the  Northern 
climate  of  England  must  have  made  huts  or 
caves  indispensibly  necessary  to  the  inhabitants, 
at  least  five  months  of  each  twelve,  from  the  hour 
that  our  country  was  peopled.  Idias  are  useless 
on  such  a  subject ;  sensation  is  sufficient ;  and 
instinct,  which  compels  a  brute  to  seek  shelter 
under  ground,  or  in  a  hollow  tree,  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  season,  cannot  have  been  so  far  de- 
nied to  the  Briton  as  to  lead  him  to  other  expe* 
dients  less  calculated  to  answer  his  purpose.  I  do 
not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  assert  that  our  Abo- 
rigine 
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rigines  fortified  existence  in  caverns  natural  and 
artificial^  and  in  huts  constructed  of  branches  ea- 
sily separated  from  trees,  and  covered  or  thatched 
with  leaves  and  dried  plants ;  nay,  the  piling  of 
flat  stones  on  each  other  seems  an  operation  so 
easy  and  natural,  that  I  cannot  conceive  why  the 
art  should  have  been  imported ;  indeed,  mortar 
is  suggested  by  wet  earth  or  mud  dried  on  river 
sides  by  the  air ;  and  who  knows  but  that  our 
mud  walls  and  even  mud  villages  now  to  be  found 
in  numbers  North  of  London  may  be  the  tra- 
ditionary houses  of  our  remotest  ancestors  *  ? 

After  this  Island  was  invaded,  the  habitations 
of  the  various  nations  which  accomplished  the 
invasions  were  introduced  by  imitation,  and 
copies  of  Roman,  Saxon,  Danish,  and  Norman 
houses  were  doubtlessly  common.  The  Tesse- 
lated  Pavements  and  Baths  still  discovered  belong 
to  the  first;  but  their  form  can  only  be  sup^ 
posed,  I  should  imagine,  from  the  discoveries  at 
Herculaneum. 

The  Saxons  have  left  us  strong  and  almost  eter- 
nal proofs  of  their  skill  in  masonry ;  but  I  believe 
there  is  little  or  nothing  to  be  found,  the  work  of  * 
their  hands,  besides  Ek:clesiastical  Buildings  and 

*  Mnngo  Park  confirms  this  supposition  by  bis  de- 
scription of  the  mud  walls  and  thatched  roois  of  the  * 
Savages  in  Africa,  friiere  dnlisation  has  not  yet  made 
its  appearance. 
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Castles.  It  is  true,  the  latter  vi'ere  habttations, 
but  for  the  rich  and  powerful  alone ;  the  dwellings 
of  the  mass  of  the  community  were  too  frail  tq. 
reach  our  days. 

The  Danes  appear  to  have  done  little  nn 
than  plunder  and  destroy.  The  Normans,  nioj 
pohtic,  imitated  the  Saxons,  and  left  us  Churcl 
and  Castellated  Mansions  ;  but  stiU  we  are  with- 
out domestic  architecture.  All  these  facts  tend 
to  prove,  tliat  our  Cities,  and  even  Ijondon,  con- 
sisted almost  wholly  of  wooden  or  framed  bouses 
plastered.  Why  it  was  so,  is  a  problem  not  ea- 
sily resolved ;  for,  supposing  the  antient  Briton 
ignorant  of  masonry  before  the  country  was  in- 
vaded, the  Romans  immediately  introduced  the 
cutting  and  sculpturing  of  stone,  such  cement  as 
we  cannot  now  equal,  and  the  use  of  bricks. 
Perhap,  however,  the  uncertain  tenure  of  all 
property  discouraged  the  Farmer  and  Citizea 
from  erecting  solid  mansions;  indeed,  they  were 
all  soldiers  and  vassals,  and  their  houses  probably 
were  erected  by  their  various  masters  at  the  least 
possible  expence.  This  argument  may  apply  to 
the  time  anterior  to  tlie  Norman  invasion ;  but  it 
will  not  do  after  London  increased,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  made  more  independent.  When  pro- 
perty became  secure,  the  houses  were  certainly 
slight  and  combustible ;  and  hence  the  tremeu> 
dous  fires  which  have  been  recorded  between  the 
time  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  1666. 

Stone 
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Stone  was,  I  presume,  almost  exclusively  used 
for  Palaces  and  the  mansions  of  the  richest  Ci- 
tizens ;  but  that  is  readily  accounted  for :  Stone 
requires  no  great  deal  of  preparation  ;  the  facing 
received  the  labours  of  the  Sculptor  or  Mason, 
but  the  monstrous  thick  wall  was  filled  with  frag- 
ments from  the  chissel,  or  rough  pebbles.  Be- 
sides, pillars,  mouldings,  and  fret-work,  arose 
without  difficulty  from  soft  stone.  Could  those 
embellishments  have  been  produced  in  brick 
without  infinite  trouble?  and,  would  they  ever 
have  looked  well  when  joined  with  mortar  ?  Is  it 
not  then  plain  that  the  noble  ideas  of  our  Princes, 
Nobles,  and  other  rich  men  who  lavished  vast 
sums  on  their  structures,  required  Stone  to  em- 
body them;  and  that,  had  it  been  common, 
Brick  would  certainly  have  been  rejected  by 
them  ?  The  total  disuse  of  brick  by  the  rich  de- 
prived the  less  fortunate  Citizen  of  its  advantages. 
THe  revival  or  introduction  of  any  manufacture 
demands  encouragement  from  the  powerful;  if 
that  is  witliheld,  who  will  attempt  them  merely 
on  disinterested  motives  ?  Parsimony  in  the  great 
revived  the  art  of  Brick-making.  When  a  Prince 
found. the  j»*ice  of  labour  increase,  and  wished 
to  build,  he  first  stripped  the  design  of  his  ar- 
chitect of  ornament :  thus  stripped,  a  plainf  sur- 
face might  be  composed  of  any  hard  substauce ; 
Brick  naturally  occurred,  and  bricks  were  made. 
Still  the  mi^  of  the  people  had  tfaem  not    The 
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afflaent  used  them  both  in  London  and  in  tlw 
country ;  but  the  unhappy  pubhck,  fascinated  with  * 
their  Wood  and  Plaster,  at  last  saw  one  fiital'  ' 
flame  destroy  all  their  frail  tenements  at  one  ' 
blow.  The  year  1^66  expelled  wooden  buildings  ] 
from  our  Metro|K>lis;  and  from  that  year  BricK'l 
reigned  ^vith  undiminished  swayj  has  crept  be-:  1 
yond  all  reasonable  hmits,  and  even  aspired  to 
compose  Churches  and  Chapels. 

Tlie  next  object  in  this  difficult  article  will  be 
the  attempt  to  trace  different  seras  in  Domestic"] 
Architecture.  Unfortunately  the  fire  alluded  to  | 
has  nearly  deprive<I  us  of  a  possibility  of  so 
doing  in  London:  the  most  antient  specimen 
there  I  should  suppose  to  be  the  ecclesiastical 
lodgings  appendant  to  Westminster  Abbey  in 
Dean's-yard.  I  confess,  they  are  not  strictly  in 
point;  but  I  have  ventured  to  mention  them, 
as  probably  somewhat  resembling  those  of  the 
laity.  Their  date  is  previous  to  138^)  as  Abbot 
Litltngton,  who  built  them,  died  in  that  year. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  windows  are  small  and 
pointed :  in  this  particular  they  difier  from  those 
erected  at  the  same  period  by  Richard  IL  ad- 
joining the  West  side  of  Westminster-haU.  Lit- 
lington's  lodgings  are  of  stone ;    but  the  latter  is 

jf  of  brick,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  oldest  specimens    * 

-■%f  '      of  t^^t  material  in  England,  and  certainly  so  in 

Si\  '*       London.     Part  of  it  was  recently  taken  down  to 
^  .,    widen  the  street,  but  enough  remains  to  convince 
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us  (Economy  prevailed  in  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree at  the  date  of  its  erection.  From  the  time 
of  Richard  IL  to  that  of  Henry  VIII.  brick  edi- 
fices were  erected  at  intervals.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  the  pointed  style  became  so  expen- 
sive, through  the  introduction  of  excessive  orna- 
menty  that  its  declination  might  readily  be  fore- 
seen :  accordingly  the  rich  had  recourse  to  brick; 
and  when  Henry  VIIL  dissolved  religious  houses, 
the  pious  had  no  motive  to  continue  the  use  of 
splendid  architecture  in  erec(ir\g  or  supporting 
Churches  and  Abbeys. 

But  I  would  not  be  understood  to  mean  that 
the  mansions  of  men  of  fortune  were  uniformly 
built  of  brick  after  Richard  1 1,  had  introduced 
the  use  of  it  in  London :  there  is  at  least  one 
proof  to  the  contrary  now  remaining,  in  the  house 
of  Sir  John  Crosby,  erected  soon  after  1466. 
The  reader,  on  referring  to  a  view  of  that  magni- 
ficent building  inserted  in  the  third  volume  of 
"  Londinium  Redivivum/*  p.  56'5,  will  find  Sir 
John  to  have  excelled  the  Monarch  in  his  ideas 
of  grandeur;  and  perceive,  besides,  that  pointed 
windows  with  rich  muUions  were  by  no  means 
confined  to  churches  and  ecclesiastical  lodgings ; 
and  the  roof  will  convince  him  that  pendents 
pierced  and  flattened  arches  were  not  first  intro- 
duced in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII I. 

Tl^  old  gateway  of  St.  James's  Palace  is  a 
good  specimen  of  brick  architecture  of  that  reign. 

Somerset- 
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Somerset-house,  built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI* 
was  an  awkward  imitation  of  the  Grecian  style ; 
and  the  intercolumniations  in  several  instances 
were  filled  with  appropriate  niches :  but  the  re- 
mainder of  those  of  the  front  had  the  old  English 
angular  window,  with  mullions  of  the  same 
figure ;  the  wings  were  more  correct;  that  part  of 
the  Palace  which  faced  the  Thames  resembled 
the  style  of  St.  James's  before  Inigo  Jones  al- 
tered it  *. 

If  we  may  credit  the  date,  there  is  one  house 
in  Bishopsgate-street,  almost  adjoining  St.  Bo- 
tolph's  church,  coaeval  with  Sir  John  Crosby's, 
which  resembles  many  others  known  to  have 
been  built  in  far  subsequent  periods.  Whether 
the  house  alluded  to  of  framed  wood  and  plaster 
is  really  of  the  age  mentioned  is  of  little  impor- 
tance ;  but  1  think  it  may  be  safely  adduced  as  a 
probable  ty})e  of  the  mansions  of  tradesmen  of 
very  remote  days. 

Anderson  says,  in  his  History  of  Commerce, 
that  most  of  the  houses  in  London  were  thatched 
with  sti-aw  in  1246  ;  and  that  chimneys  were  not 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  wooden  houses 
even  in  l;]00. .  According  to  this  gentleman,  they 
sat  round  stoves  in  the  midst  of  smoke,  which  I 
suppose  he  intends  to  infer  escaped  through  the 

*  Sec  spocinions  of  brick- work  in  the  annexed 
f^rints,  of  Croydon  palace,  and  a  curious  gateway, 
dated  1 59J%  near  Bromley,  Kent. 
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strands  of  seas,  to  separate  the  general  consan- 
guinity of  Mankind,  though  the  unqaiet  nature 
of  Man  (still  hoping  to  shake  off  distant  power), 
and  the  incapacity  of  any  one  to  sway  univei-sal 
empire,  hath  made  them  the  bounds  to  divide 
government.  But  already  I  think  it  necessary  to 
cease  persuading  you,  who  will  ever  deserve  to  be 
my  judges ;  and,  ttierefore,  mean  to  apply  my- 
self in  admonishing  him  who  is  pleased  to  be 
awhile  my  adversary. 

"  My  most  opinionated  antagonist  (for  a  Lon- 
doner's opinion  of  himself  is  no  less  noted  thaQ 
his  opinion  of  his  Beef  before  the  Veal  of  Italy), 
you  should  know  that  the  merit  of  Cities  consists 
not  in  their  fair  and  fruitful  situation,  but  in  the 
manners  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  for,  where  the  situ- 
ation excels,  it  but  upbraids  their,  minds  if  they 
be  not  proportionable  to  it.  And,  because  we 
should  more  except  against  tlie  constancy  of 
mind^  than  their  mutability,  when  they  incline 
to  error,  I  will  fii^st  take  a  survey  of  yours  in  the 
long-continued  deformity  of  the  shape  of  your 
City,  which  is  of  your  buildings. 

"  Sure  your  ancestors  contrived  your  narrow 
streets  in  the  days  of  wheel-barrows,  before  tliose 
greater  engines  Carts  were  invented.  Is  your 
climate  so  hot,  that  as  you  walk  you  need  um- 
brellas of  tiles  to  intercept  tlie  Sun?  Or,  are 
your  shambles  so  empty,  that  you  are  afraid  to 
take  in  fresh  air,  lest  it  should  sharpen  your 
stomachs  ? 
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stomachs?  Oh,  the  goodly  Landscape  of  Old 
Fish-^treet  1  which,  had  it  not  had  the  ill-luck 
to  be  crooked,  was  narrow  enough  to  have  been 
your  founder's  perspective ;  and  where  the  garrets 
(perhaps  not  for  want  of  architecture,  but,  through 
abundance  of  amity)  are  so  made,  that  opposite 
neighbours  may  shake  hands  without  stirring 
from  home.  Is  unanimity  of  inhabitants  in  wise 
Cities  better  expressed,  than  by  their  coherence 
and  uniformity  of  building,  where  streets  b^n, 
continue,  and  end  in  a  like  stature  and  shape  ? 
But  yours  (as  if  they  were  raised  in  a  general  in- 
surrection, where  eoery  man  hath  a  several  rfc- 
signj  differ  in  all  things  that  can  make  distinction. 
Here  stands  one  that  aims  to  be  a  Palace,  and, 
next  it,  another  that  professes  to  be  a  Hovel. 
Here  a  Giant,  there  a  Dwarf;  here  slender,  there 
broad ;  and  all  most:  adniirablv  different  in  their 
iaces,  as  well  as  in  their  height  and  bulk.  I  was 
about  lo  defy  anv  Londoner,  who  dares  pretend 
there  i>j  .,o  mueli  ingenious  eorrespondence  in  this 
C'itw  as  that  he  ean  shew  nie  one  house  like 
auolher.  ^'et  \'uur  old  houses  seem  to  be 
rev(:  I'cnd  and  formal^  being  compared  to  the  fan- 
ta^lieal  wi^'ks  of  the  moderns  ;  which  have  more 
ovals,  niriies,  and  anfdc^J.  tlian  are  in  vour  ous- 
tards,  r.iul  arc  t  nclosed  with  past(»board  walls, 
i/kv:  t^:.  /  of  nialit^icius  Turks,  who,  because 
T!icin:vl'«s  are  not  immortal,  and  cannot  ever 
dwcrli  \.\ii(r;'  tiiev  build,  ihercfbre  will  not  be  at 

the 


I 


1 

i 


•^ 


-• 


•t* 


I 


I 


m 


1 


I.  ...-.J 


i. 

'4 


^ 


'1 


I 


I 


<«lll 


1 


i^ 


1 

k. 

"Jt 


.  II 

■    4 

I  V 

11- 

« 
It 

if 


1 


% 


¥^ 


I 


n 


> 


370 

proBt,  to  smokeupa  MaffistnUe;  then  the  air  of 
your  Thames  is  open  enough,  because  it  is  equally 
free.  1  will  forbear  to  visit  your  courtly  neigh- 
bours  at  Wapping:  not  that  it  wili  make  mt 
giddy  to  shoot  your  Bri<^e,  but  that  J  am  ioth  to 
disturb  the  civil  silence  of  Billingsgate,  which  is 
so  great  as  if  the  Mariners  were  always  landing  to 
«torm  the  Harbour ;  therefore,  for  brevity's  sake, 
1  will  put  to  shore  again,  though  1  should  be 
constrained,  even  without  my  Gnlotboea,  to  land 
at  Puddle-dock. 

"  I  am  now  returned  to  viiit  yinxr  House*, 
where  the  roofc  (cielings)  are  m  low,  that  I  pre- 
fume  your  ancestors  were  vei-y  mannerly,  and 
stood  bare  to  their  wives  (for  f  cannot  diacem 
how  they  could  wear  their  high-crowned  hats). 
Yet  will  I  enter  ;  and  therefore  oblige  you  much, 
when  you  know  my  aversion  to  the  odour  of  a 
cei-tain  weed  (Tobago)  that  gorems  amongst 
your  coarser  acquaintance,  as  much  as  Lavender 
amongst  your  linen,  to  whi<^,  in  my  aj^tra- 
bensiim,  your  Sea-coal  smoke  seems  a  very  Por- 
tugal perfuaie.  I  should  here  hasten  to  a  period, 
for  fear  of  suffocation,  if  I  thought  yon  so  mk- 
gracious  to  use  it  in  public  assemblies ;  and  yet  I 
see  it  grow  bo  much  in  fasliion,  that  methinks 
your  children  begin  to  play  with  broken  pipei^ 
instead  of  corals,  to  make  way  for  their  teetii. 
.You  will  find  my  visit  short ;  I  cannot  stay  to  eat 
with  you,  because  your  bread  is  too  heavy,  and 
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you  tlisdaitt  the  Jili^t  •usteniiiee  o(  hodbs :  fiiu 
drink  is  too  tfiid:,  and  yet  you  are  seldom  otbt- 
curious  in  wadiiog  jrour  ghsaes.  Nor  will  I 
lodge  with  you,  because  your  beds  seem,  to  mat 
akpves,  no  bigger  dian  coffins ;  and  your  qitf- 
tains  so  short,  as  they  will  hardly  serve  to  iiiokiie 
your  Carriers  in  Summer ;  and  may  be  hdd^itf 
lafiata,  to  have  lined  your  Grandsires  shirts. 
But  though  ysour  houses  am  thin,  yet  yow 
kitchens  ave  weH  lined  with  beef;  and  the  pleoh 
tHiil  eioercise  of  your  chimneys  makes  up  that  our- 
nopy  of  smoke  which  eovcrs  your  City ;  whilft 
^we  on  die  Cositinent  are  wdl  coatentod  midk  a 
clear  sky,  endertaiii  flesh  as  a  regale;  and  wo, 
your  poor  French  firogs,  are  fain  to  sing  to  saBad. 
YjOO  boast  that  your  servants  fised  better  than 
monasters  at  Pkris ;  and  we  are  satisfied  when  ours 
are  better  taught  than  fad.  You  allow  youra  idle- 
ness and  high  nourishment,  to  raise  their  metde ; 
which  is,  to  make  them  rude  for  the  honour  of 
Old-'Engtand ;  we  inure  ours  to  labour  and  tern*- 
perance,  that  we  may  allay  them ;  which  is  to 
make  them  civil  for  the  quiet  of  France.  Yours 
drink  malt,  and  the  strong  broth  of  matt,  which 
makes  them  bold,  hot,  and  adventurous  to  be 
soon  in  command:  ours  are  cooled  with  weak 
%siter,  which  doth  quench  their  arrogance,  and 
snakes  them  fk  to  obey  long.  We  plant  the 
Ilfinqnard,  and  you  drink  the  Wine ;  by  which 
you  beget  good  ^irits,  and  we  get  good  tnouef^ 
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You  keep  open  bouses  for  all  that  bring  you  ta 
mirth,  till  your  estate  run  out  of  doors,  and 
Rhd  new  landlords :  we  shut  otir  gate  to  all  but 
■such  whose  conversation  brings  in  proBt ;  and  so, 
by  the  help  of  what  you  call  ill-nature  and  par- 
^Rnxmy,  have  the  good  luck  to  keep  our  inhe- 
(iitince  for  our  issue. 

..•*'*'  Before  I  leave  you  in  your  Houses  (where 
your  estates  are  managed  by  your  servants,  arid 
your  persons  educated  by  your  Wives),  1  will 
-take  a  short  survey  of  your  Children:  to  whom 
yoii  are  so  terrible,  that  you  seem  to  make  use  of 
authority  whiUt  they  are  young,  as  if  you  knew 
it  would  not  continue  till  their  manhood  :  you 
begin  with  them  in  such  rough  discipline,  as  if 
they  were  bom  mad,  and  you  meant  to  fright 
them  into  their  wits  again  before,  they  had  any 
to  lose.  When  they  increase  in  years,  you  make 
them  strangers ;  keeping  them  at  such  distance, 
out  of  jealousy  tliey  should  presume  to  be  your 
companions,  that,  when  they  reach  manhood, 
they  use  j-ou  as  if  they  were  none  of  your  ac- 
quaintance. If  you  take  pains  to  teach  them  any 
thing,  it  is  only  what  they  should  not  learn, 
basbfiilness  j  which  you  interpret  to  be  their  re- 
spect to  you,  but  it  rather  shews  they  are  in  trou- 
ble, and  afraid  of  you ;  and  not  only  of  you,  but 
all  that  are  older  than  themselves;  as  if  youth 
were  a  crime,  or  as  if  you  had  a  greater  quarrel 
to  Nature  than  to  the  Devil,  You  seem  to  teach 
them 
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them  to  be  ashamed  of  their  penoasy  even  when* 
you  are  willing  to  excuse  their  faults.  This  edu- 
cation you  give  them  at  home ;  but  though  you 
have  frequently  the  pride  to  disdain  the  behaviour 
of  other  nations^  yet  you  have  sometimes  the 
discretion  to  send  your  sons  abroad  to  learn  it. 
To  Paris  they  come,  the  school  of  Europe; 
where  is  taught  the  approaches  and  demeanours 
towards  power;  where  they  may  learn  honour, 
which  is  the  generous  honesty,  which  is  the  civil 
boldness  of  courts.  But  there  they  arrive  not  to 
converse  with  us,  but  themselves ;  to  see  the 
gates  of  the  Court,  not  to  enter  and  frequent  it ; 
or  to  take  a  hasty  survey  of  greatness  as  far  as 
envy,  but  not  to  study  it  as  far  as  imitation;  at 
last  return  home,  despising  those  necessary  vir- 
tues which  they  took  not  pains  to  acquire;  and 
are  only  ill-altered  in  their  dress  and  mind,  by 
making  that  a  deformity  in  seeming  over-careftil 
and  forced,  which  we  make  graceful  in  being 
n^ligent  and  easy.  I  have  now  left  your  Houses, 
and  am  passing  through  your  Streets ;  but  not  in 
a  Coach,  for  they  are  uneasily  hung,  and  so  nar- 
row that  I  took  them  for  a  Sedan  upon  wheels  : 
nor  is  it  safe  for  a  stranger  to  use  them,  till  the 
quarrel  be  decided,  whether  six  of  your  nobles, 
sitting  together,  shall  stop,  and  give  place  to  as 
many  barrels  of  beer.  Your  City  is  the  only 
Metropolis  of  Europe  where  there  is  a  wonderful 
dieQity  beloDgiiig  to  Carts.    Master  Londoner, 
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he  not  BO  hot  against  Coerbes  :  t»ke  advice  from 
one  who  eats  mach  Borrel  in  his  broth.  Can  you 
be  too  civil  to  such  gentry  as  bravely  scorn  to  he 
provident? — who,  when  they  have  no  business 
here  to  employ  them,  nor  public  pleasures  to 
divert  them,  yet  even  then  kindly  invent  occa- 
sions to  bring  them  hither,  that  at  your  own 
rates  they  may  change  their  land  for  our  ivares, 
and  have  purposely  avoided  the  coarse  study  of 
arithtnetick,  lest  they  ehould  be  able  to  aflront 
you  with  examining  your  accompts. 

"  I  wonder  at  your  riches,  when  I  see  you 
drink  in  a  morning  i  but  more  at  your  confi-<- 
dence,  when  1  see  gray-beards  come  out  of  a  ta- 
vern, and  stay  at  the  door  to  make  the  last  debate 
of  their  business  ;  and  I  am  yet  more  amazed  at 
your  health,  when  I  taste  your  wine;  but  most 
of  all  at  your  politicks,  in  permitting  luch  public 
pcMBOning,  under  the  style  of  free  mystery,  to 
encourage  trade  and  diligence. 

"  I  Would  now  make  a  safe  retreat,  but  that 
methinks  I  am  stopped  by  one  of  your  heroic 
games,  called  Faot-ball ;  which  I  conceive  (under 
your  favour)  not  very  conveniently  civil  in  the 
streets,  especially  ip  such  irregular  and  narrow 
roads  as  Croolced-lane.  Yet  it  argues  your  coui 
rage  much  like  your  military  pastime  of  Throw- 
ing at  Cocks.  But  your  mettle  would  be  more 
magnified  (since  you  have  long  allowed  those 
yaliant   exerct^  in  the  street)    to  inyr  your 
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Archers  from  FimlMeiry,  and>  String  high  mn* 
ket^  let  them  shoot  at  butts  ia  Cheapside.  I 
have  now  bo  more  to  say  but  what  refers  to  a  few 
(Nrhrate  ootes^  which  I  shall  give  3^u  in  a  whisper 
when  we  meet  in  Moorflelds ;  from  whence  (be* 
cause  the  plaee  was  fer  public  pleasure,  and  to 
shew  the  magnifioence  of  your  City)  I  shall  desire 
3rou  to  banish  the  hiundresses  and  bleachers^ 
whose  acres  of  old  linen  make  a  riiow  like  the 
fields  of  Cardiagena,  when  the  Ave  months*  shifts 
of  the  whole  fleet  are  washed  and  spread.** 

The  fcrflowing  letter  from  the  celebrated  Eras- 
mus to  Dr.  Francis,  Pbysieiaa  to  Cardinal  Wof* 
wey,  will  afford  a  disgustii^  view  of  the  interior 
of  common  dwellings  in  the  neign  of  Henry  VITI. : 

^^  I  often  wonder,  and  not  without  concern, 
whence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  England  fbr  so 
many  years  hath  been  continnaHy  afflicted  with 
pestilence ;  and  above  all  with  the  sweating-sick- 
ness, which  seems  in  a  manner  pecnliar  to  that 
comntry.  We  read  of  a  City  which  was  detWefed 
from  a  plague  of  long  continuance,  by  altering 
the  buildings  acccmling  to  the  advice  cf  a  certain 
philosopher.  I  am  much  mistaken,  if  England, 
by  the  same  method,  might  not  find  a  ctire. 
First  of  all,  they  are  totally  regardless  concerning 
the  aspect  of  their  doors  add  windows  to  the  East, 
North,  kc.  Then  tlicy  build  their  ehaiiibeFt  so 
that  they  admit  not  a  thovongli  arr,  whi^  yet,  in 
(SmkskB  ofkai^n,  i»  f«rf«e«eai<ar^.    They  glaze  a 
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great  part  of  tbe  sides  with  small  panes,  desigoei) 
to  admit  tbe  Ught  and  exclude  die  wind;  but 
these  windowB  are  full  of  chinlu,  throi^h  which 
cnten  a  percolated  air,  which,  stagnating  in  the 
room,  is  more  noxious  than  lite  wind. 

"  As  to  the  floors,  tka/  are  usually  made  of 
clay,  covered  with  rushet  that  grew  in  fens, 
which  are  so  slight])'  removed  now  and  tlien,  that 
the  lower  part  remains  sometxaies  for  twtntg 
years  together,  and  in  it  a  collection  of  epittle, 
Toroit,  urine  of  dogs  and  men,  beer,  scraps  of 
fisfa,  and  other  filthiness  not  to  be  turned. 
Hence,,  upon  change  of  weather,  »  vapour  is  ex- 
haled, very  pernicious,  in  my  Opitiign,  to  the 
human  body.  Add  to  thi«,  ihqt  Kpglaud  is  not 
only  surrounded  with  the  sea,  but  in  many  parts 
is  fenny,  and  intersected  with  streams  of  a  brack- 
ish water ;  ^nd  that  salt  fish  is  the  common  and 
the  favourite  food  of  the  poor.  I  am  pereuaded 
that  the  Island  would  be  far  more  healthy,  if  tbe 
use  of  these  rushes  were  quite  laid  aside,  and  the 
chambers  so  built  as  to  let  in  the  air  on  two  or 
three  sides,  with  such  glass  windows  as  might  be 
cither  thrown  quite  open,  qr  kept  quite  shutj 
withoqt  small  crannies  to  let  in  the  wind.  For, 
as  it  is  useful  sometimes  to  admit  a  iiree  air,  so  is 
it  Bometitpec  to  exclude  it  The  common  people 
laugh  at  a  jpan  who  complains  that  he  is  affected 
by  phangeable  and  cloudy  weather ;  but,  for  my 
«ut,  for  these  thirty  yewt  put,  if  I  ever  entered 
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igito  a  room  which  had  been  uninhabited  for  some 
months,  immediately  I  grew  feverish.  It  would 
also  be  of  great  benefit,  if  the  lower  people  could 
be  persuaded  to  eat  less  of  tlieir  salt  fish ;  and  if 
public  officers  were  appointed  to  see  that  the 

streets  were  kept  free  from  mud  and ,  and 

that  not  only  in  the  City,  but  in  the  Suburbs. 
You  will  smile,  perhaps^  and  think  that  my  time 
lies  upon  my  hands,  since  I  employ  it  in  such 
speculations;  but  I  have  a  great  aiTection  fora 
country  which  received  me  so  hospitably  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  end  the 
remainder  of  my  days  in  it  if  it  be  possible. 
Though  I  know  you  to  be  better  skilled  in  these 
things  than  I  pretend  to  be,  yet  I  could  not  for- 
bear froVi  giving  you  my  thoughts,  that,  if  we 
are  both  of  a  mind,  you  may  propose  the  project 
to  men  in  authority ;  since  even  Princes  have  not 
thought  such  regulations  to  be  beneath  their  in- 
spection.** 

The  tyrant  who  then  reigned  could  not  plead 
ignorance  of  the  causes  which  almost  depopulated 
London.  A  physician  cannot  oflend  when  he 
talks  of  health  to  his  patron.  Wolsey  must  have 
beard  the  above  trutlis  repeated  by  Francis,  and 
the  name  of  Erasmus  must  have  enforced  his  ar- 
guments :  the  haughty  Cardinal  accomplished  far 
more  unworthy  objects  with  his  master  than  a 
fsonsideration  of  the  health  of  his  people  would 
|iave  been ;  therefore  each  were  criminal  in  not 
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doing  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick  whidi  a 
nod  from  absolute  power  could  effect.  A  dettpi* 
cable  disregard  of  decency  evidently  prevailed  ia 
the  royal  breasts  of  the  Monarchs  who  reigned 
between  tlie  Conquest  and  the  great  Fke ;  the 
plague,  the  leprosy,  and  the  sweating-sickness, 
reigned  with  them ;  6hh  in  the  dark  confined 
■treets,  and  filth  in  every  house,  made  infection 
eternal ;  and  yet  not  one  step  appears  to  have 
been  taken  in  obedience  to  instinct  —  Instinct 
makes  a  man  inimical  to  dirt. 

Heaven  be  praised,  old  London  was  burnt. 
Good  reader,  turn  to  tlie  views,  in  order  to  see 
what  it  has  been;  observe  those  hovels  con- 
vnlsed;  imagine  the  chambers  within  them,  and 
wonder  why  the  plague,  the  lepros}',  and  the 
tweftti^^t'tckneau,  ragad.  Turn  then  to  the 
prints  illustrative  of  our  present  dwellings,  end 
be  happy. 

The  misery  of  1665  must  have  operated  00  the 
minds  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Citizens,  when 
they  rebuilt  and  inhabited  their  houses.  The 
former  enacted  many  salutary  clauses  for  the  pre- 
servation of  health,  and  would  have  done  more, 
had  not  the  publick  rejected  that  which  was  for 
their  benefit;  those  who  preferred  high  habi-> 
tations  and  narrow  dark  streets  had  them.  It  is 
only  to  be  lamented,  that  we  are  compelled  to 
suffer  for  their  folly.  These  errors  are  now 
frequently  partially  removed  by  the  exertion  of 

the 


r 


379 

the  Corpor«ti0ii  of  Loodon;  but  ft  eomplffeeie^ 
formatioD  is  impeasible. 

It  18  t  &llaey  to  Miy  that  the  New  River .  bow 
exchiiively  prevents  infectioiis  disorders  by  the 
dtttribution  of  its  water  through  the  City,  as  it  is 
well  kfiown  to  have  been  introduced  to  the  houses 
very  many  years  before  1665.     It  is  to  the  ini- 
jNToved  dwdlings  composed  of  brick,  the  wainscot 
or  papered  walls,  the  high  cielings,  the  boarded 
flo^MPs,  and  large  windows,  and  cleanliness,  that 
we  are  indd>ted  for  the  general  preservation  of 
health  since  1666.    From  #hat  auspicious  year 
the  very  existence  of  the  natives  of  London  im-* 
proved ;  their  bodies  moved  in  a  large  space  of 
pure  air ;  and,  finding  every  thing  clean  and  new 
around  them,  they  determined  to  keep  them  so. 
Ihfeviously^unknown  luxuries  and  improvements 
in  furniture  were  suggested ;  and  a  man  of  mo- 
derate fortune  saw  his  house  vie  with,  nay  supe- 
rior to,  the  old  palaces  of  his  governors.     When 
he  paced  his  streets,   he  felt  the  genial  Western 
breeze  pass  him,  rich  with  the  perfumes  of  the 
country,  instead  of  the  stench  described  by  Eras- 
mus ;  and  looking  upward,  he  beheld  the  beau- 
tiful blue  of  the  air,  variegated  with  fleecy  clouds, 
in  place  of  projecting  black  beams  and  plaster, 
obscured  by  vapour  and  smoke.     But  there  were 
eidier  blessings,  which  he  thought  not  of,  that  are 
attained  by  his  successors;    and  those  I  shall 
proceed  to  describe  chronologically,  after  intro* 
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dtKing  tbe  assertions  of  M.  tie  Groslej'  on  tbv 
state  of  London  with  respect  to  Cleantiuess  cire0'  I 
1750.     That  gentleman  obserres,  in  his  Tour  In  ' 
Loncknt,   that   *'  the  plate,  hearth-stones  (gene*  1 
nllr    marble),     moveables,    apartments,    doon^  | 
stairs,  the  very  street-doors,  their  locks,  and  tba  1 
lai^  bra»  knockers  (almost  exclusi\'ely  iron  i 
pccKnt),    are  erery  day  washed,  scowered,    w. 
rubbed.     Eren  in  lodging-liouses,  tbe  middle  of 
tbe  stairs  is  often  covered  with  carpetii^,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  soiled.     All  the  apartments 
in  the  house   have  aiats  or  carpets;     and    the 
use  of  them  has  been  adopted  some  years  sinee 
by  the  French." 

The  streets  of  London  must  have  been  dan- 
gerously dark  during  the  winter  nights  before  it 
was  burnt :  lanterns  with  candles  were  veiy 
sparingly  scattered,  nor  was  tight  much  better 
distributed  even  in  the  new  streets  previous  to  th* 
last  century. 

Globular  lamps  were  introduced  by  Michael 
Cole,  who  obtained  a  patent  July  1708;  a  copy 
of  the  docquet  for  which  follows :  "  A  grant  unto 
Michael  Cole,  gent,  of  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
in  £ngland  and  Ireland  of  his  invention  of  a  new 
kind  of'  Light,  composed  of  one  entire  glass  of  a 
globular  shape,  with  a  lamp,  which  will  give  a 
clearer  and  more  certain  hght  from  all  parts 
Uiereof,  without  any  dark  shadows  or  what  else 
may  be  confounding  or  troublesome  to  the  sight^ 
than 
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than  any  lother  I^mps  that  hav^  hitherto  been  m 
use :.  To  hold  to  the  said  Michael  Cole,  his  exe- 
cotorsy  adminittmtors,  and  assigns,  during  the 
tBFOK  of  fourteen  years ;  with  a  proviso,  that  the 
aaid  linyention  ^ hall  not  before  the  determination 
id  .the  torn  of  twenty-one  years  .  (which  com- 
.Sdeniaed  June  849  1^94)  be  used  within  the  City 
of  London,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  to  the  jpr€h 
jodice  of  the  proprietors  of  the  public  glass  lighto 
called  Omuex  lightly  mw  used  ii|  the  said  Ci^ 
fUd^.lib^es  theneof;  and  such  other  provisos, 
.prohibitiops^  and  clauses  are  inserted,  as  were  di- 
lepted  by  warrant  under  her  Majesty's  Royal  sipk 
manual.    Subscribed  by  Mr.  Solicitor  GSeneraL 

"  John  ^oodesov, 
Dep.  to  Sir  Georqe  Piers,  Bart."* 

Cole  first  exhibited  his  Globe  JUamp  at  the 
door  of  the  St.  James's  Coffee4iouse  in  1700^  tuid 
attended  there  to  answer  queries  relating  to  it 
He  afterwards  offered  to  dispose  of  his  patent  for 
the  benefit  of  this  Kingdom,  as  he  resided  in 
Ireland. 

The  ensuing  report  was  made  September  I7, 
1736,  by  Alderman  Alsop  and  Godschall,  and 
eight  Common  Council-men,  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  in  what  manner  the  Act  of 
Ptoliament  *^  for  the  better  enlightening  the 
streets  of  London'*  might  be  put  in  execution. 

<'  There  were  1287  houses  under  the  rent  of 
lOL per  annum;  4741  of  10/.  and  under  20L; 

3045 
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9045  of  90/.  and  ander  ^oL ;  lU9  of  30/-  ^a^ 
aiwln-  4('A :  and  S^^Z  of  40/.  ^h)  np«ranL«.  In  1 
■II  14,014  hoa«e«,  tbeninhabitnlafMl chargeable; 
whU:^  wtn  tboot  400  ks*  than  the  ComnntCee 
hnaviocd.  TTte  nomber  of  lampa  nqnhed  wnu 
42O0,  exchuiv^  of  thote  imited  for  pnblic  baikl- 
iogt  and  void  places,  Sxed  at  twenty-live  yards  (tis- 
tnoce  on  neb  tide  of  tbe  way  in  the  htgb  streets, 
and  at  diirtT-fne  in  (e»er  streets,  lanes,  8tc. 
Tlie  several  Wards  of  the  City  agreed  for  tbe 
lighting  them  at  an  average  of  41.(.  pfT  anmam 
■per  lamp,  at  which  rate  the  eipence  of  the  4300 
•mounted  to  B6lo/.  7^  fixing  of  those  on  poeb 
and  irons,  arenaged  at  14$.  6d.  each,  3045f. ; 
total  expence  5628^.  The  rates  to  suppiv  which 
niiB  were  fixed  as  follows :  Houses  under  10/.^ 
$0.  8d.  per  miMm ;  nnderSO/.  — 74.M.;  vnder 
30/.  —  8«. ;  under  40/.  —  9s.  €d. ;  upwards  of 
40/.  —  1 2#. 

The  above  particulars  will  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
plain the  manner  in  which  London  and  West- 
minster is  now  lighted.  The  only  variety  that 
has  since  occurred  is,  the  converting  of  the  shape 
of  the  lamps  from  a  globular  form  to  that  of  a 
bell,  and  affixing  them  to  the  iron  railing  of  the 
area  and  houses.  Several  attempts  to  introduce 
strong  reflectors  have  foiled,  as  it  has  been  uni- 
formly found  that  they  injure  and  confuse  the 
sight. 

Tlie 
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The  shop-keepers  of  London  are  of  infinite  ser- 
vice to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  by  their  libend 
use  of  the  Patent  Lamp,  to  shew  their  common 
kilties  during  the  long  evenings  of  winter.  The 
parish,  kmps  gUmmer  above  them,  and  are  haxdljr 
distinguishable  before  ten  o'clock. 

The  first  essential  improvement  of  London, 
after  the  r&^bnilding  of  the  City,  was  the  filling 
of  Fleet-ditch,  and  forming  the  streets  where  the 
market  ii  situated ;  .  and  the  next,  the  continu- 
aiioo  of  the  plan  to  Blackfriars-bridge.  Tile 
latter  was  suggested  by  the  success  of  West- 
minster-bridge; and  the  removal  of  the  houses 
and  widening  6(  the  arches  of  Loadon^bridge 
proceeded  from  perceiving  the  neat  appearance 
and  superior  accommodations  of  the  new  ones« 

The  following  is  a  list  of  ^  Openings  to  hb 
made  in  the  City  of  London,  pursuant  to  an  Act 
of  Parliament*'  passed  in  the  Session  of  1 7C0. 

^  In  Aldersgate  Ward.  A  passage  twenty  feet 
wide,  from  the  East  side  of  Aldersgate-street  {typ- 
posite  to  Little  Britain)  to  the  West  <rf  Noble- 
street,  opposite  to  Oat-lane ;  and  through  Wood- 
street,  opposite  to  Love-lane. 

In  Aldgate  Ward.  A  passage  fifty  feet  wide, 
£rom  the  Mason's  shop  facing  Crutched-friarSj  in 
a  direct  line  to  the  Minories. 

A  passage,  twenty-five  feet  wide,  through  Not* 
diumberland-^Uey,  into  Crutched-friars. 

In 


ttmet,  iflto  Little  Sc  Heks'a. 


!■  Cull  ■nil  mil  I  WanL  A  p—yy  ttf 
fcrt  wide,    from  Tokenfaonae-nrd   to   Lrwif 

Jo  Famngdoo  Wvd  Wdfata.  A  fiiiigi 
Ummgh  Cocfc-ftU^,  on  Ladgttt-inll,  oppoane 
to  the  Old  haHey,  lar^  feet  wide,  into  Bladt- 
frian. 

A  paiup,  tweniT-five  feet  wid^  brmi  Botcfa^ 
hall-bne,  ioto  Uttlr-Bntmin. 

In  Farringdoo  Ward  Without.  A  pwiige, 
dnrt^  feet  wide,  in  the  middle  of  Sncpw-fam,  to 
the  Fleet-market 

7%«  JblUnrmg  passages  are  to  be  improitd  end 
enlarged. 

In  AMgate  Ward.  The  East  side  of  Billiter- 
fane,  to  enlarge  the  passage  thirty  feet. 

T}ie  East  end  of  I^eadenhall-street,  tobetfairtj'- 
Ave  feet  wide. 

Part  of  the  liouses  on  the  East  side  of  Poor 
Jewry-lane,  btrginning  at  the  North  side  of  the 
Horse  and  Trampet,  and  extending  to  Gould- 
square,  to  range  in  a  line  with  that  end  of  the 
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lane  next  to  Aldgate ;  the  passage  to  be  made 
thirty -five  feet  wide. 

In  Broad-street  Ward.  Tlie  House  to  be 
pulled  down  at  the  West  end  of  the  buildings 
between  Cornhill  and  Threadneedle-street,  op- 
posite to  the  South  end  of  Princes-street,  and  the 
ground  laid  into  tlie  street. 

Houses  to  be  pulled  down  on  the  South  sidis 
of  Threadoeedle-street,  extending  from  the  house 
before- mentioned  Eastward,  till  tliat  part  of  tlie 
street  opposite  to  the  Bank  gates ;  and  the 
passage  there  enlarged  to  thirty-five  feet  ia 
width. 

Coleman-street  Ward.  One  house  on  the  N.  E. 
corner  of  the  Old  -Jewry,  and  anotlier  bouse  at 
the  S.  W.  comer  of  Coleman-street,  and  the 
ground  laid  into  the  street. 

Cordwainers'  Ward.  The  house  at  the  N.  E. 
comer  of  Trinity-lane,  near  the  Dog  Tavern,  aud 
the  ground  laid  into  the  street. 

In  Cornhill  Ward.  The  house  at  the  West 
end  of  the  buildings  between  Cornhill  and  Lom- 
bard-street, and  the  ground  laid  into  the  street. 

In  Cripplegate  Ward  Within.  The  houses 
which  project  forwards  at  the  West  end  of  Silver- 
street,  fron\  the  end  of  Monkwell-street,  quite 
tbrough  into  Aldersgate-street,  to  make  a  street 
forty  feet  wide. 

The  house  at  the  comer  of  Aldermanbury,  facing 
Milk-street^  and  the  ground  laid  into  the  street. 

VOL.  n.  c  c  In 


In  FarrragJoo  WarJ  Within.     The  Tin-sbopj 
usd   the  TniBk-n»ker*<    boose,    at  the  S.  W,' 
corner  of  Cheapnde,    leadii^    into    St.    FsoTa  1 
Chnrch-Tsrd,  and  the  graood  bid  mto  the  ilreet. 

Such  part  of  the  bo«?«  in  Creed-hoe  u  art  ] 
necessaiy  to  iriden  the  pB^sage  to  thirtr  fret. 

In  Farringdon  Ward  Without.  Alt  the  hooses  1 
in  Middle-row  between  the  paved  alley,  ad^-i 
joinii^  to  St.  Seputchie's  church  and  Gihspiu^  J 
itreet,  from  th?  North  end  quite  thrmigfa  to  tfac.l 
South  end,  being  Hart-street,  and  the  grouaj  J 
Isid  into  the  street. 

All  the  houses  in    Middle-row,  between  the  j 
Great  and  Ijttle  Old  Bailey,  from  the  North  end  ' 
facing  Hart-street,  tn  the  Baptist's  Head  at  the 
South  end,  facing  the  Great  Old  Bailev,  and  the 
ground  laid  into  the  street. 

The  shops  under  St,  Dunstan's  church  in  Fleet- 
street,  and  the  ground  laid  into  the  street. 

In  Langboum  Ward.  Such  part  of  the  honses 
at  the  end  of  Mark-lane,  next  to  Fenchurch- 
street,  as  will  make  the  passage  there  thir^  feet 
wide. 

Such  part  of  the  houses  at  the  East  end  of 
Lombard-street,  as  will  make  the  passage  there 
thirty  feet  wide. 

In  Portsoken  Ward.  The  house  at  the  N.  E. 
comer  of  Houndsditch,  adjoining  to  the  church- 
yard, and  the  ground  laid  into  the  street. 
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In  Tower  Ward.  Such  part  of  the  houses  on 
St.  Dunstan's-hill,  adjoining  to  the  Geoi^  Ale-' 
house,  and  opposite  to  the  Chain^  and  such  part 
of  the  warehouses  opposite  to  the  end  of  St. 
Dunstan's  Churchy  as  will  make  the  passage 
thirty  feet  wide. 

.  The  house  on  the  N.  W.  comer  of  Great  Tower- 
street,  and  also  the  house  on  the  S.  £.  comer  of 
Little  Tower-street,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Julon 
and  Lidner^  to  make  a  convenient  passage. 

The  house  in  -Mark-lane  which  adjoins  to  AIl- 
hallows  StainiHig,  and  projects  twelve  feet  before, 
the  other  houses,  to  make  it  range  in  a  line  with 
the  other  houses,  and  enlarge  the  passage. 

In  Vintry  Ward.  The  houses  on  the  North 
side  of  Thames-street  which  reach  from  Elbow- 
lane  to  College-hill,  and  also  those  on  the  South 
side  of  the  said  street  which  reach  from  VintnerV 
hall  to  Bull-wharf-lane,  in  order  to  make  the 
street  krty  feet  wide. 

The  house  at  the  comer  of  Tower-royal,  facing 
College-hill,  to  be  pulled  down^  and  the  ground 
laid  into  the  street. 

In  Walbrook  Ward.  The  house  at  the  N.  E. 
comer  of  Bucklersbury,  which  projects  before  the 
other  buildings. 

In  Bishopsgate  Ward.  The  two  houses  be* 
tween  New  Broad-street  and  New  Broad-street- 
baildings/^ 
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The  removal  of  all  the  City  Gates  pmmotcd  a 
better  circulation  of  air  ;  and  Lomlon  Wall  gave- 
place  near  Moorgate  to  a  tine  new  street.  j  ' 

It  has  ever  been  the  practice  of  the  LondoOj  I 
builders  to  erect  houses  at  the  least  possible  e»i  i 
pence,  because  their  tenures  ure  almost  exclusively*  I 
leasehold.  Hence  it  is  that  tlic  Editors  of  the 
Newspai»trB  of  the  last  century  were  compelled' 
from  time  to  time  to  notice  tlie  horrid  effects  pro^ 
duced  by  the  fall  of  those  frail  buildings.  1  am?  | 
fully  convinced,  that  not  less  than  one  luindr^ 
lives  have  been  last  in  this  way  between  1700  andk  1 
1807  ;  and  that  at  least  three  times  as  many  yiet" 
sons  were  maimed.  The  publick  justly  con-, 
demned  the  supineness  of  their  officials  in  not 
preventing  occurrences  of  this  description  ;  and  the 
compilers  of  the  Lniuion  Clironicle  say  in  October 
1760,  "  In  one  of  the  morning  papers  is  a  com- 
plaint of  the  present  method  of  letting  leases  of 
the  City  Lands,  and  other  estates  of  public  bodies. 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  build  Bridges ;  it  is  not 
enough  to  widen  and  improve  Streets  and  Pas- 
sages: no,  we  should  examine  farther.  Cons^ider 
what  the  Houses  are  :  they  are  all  superannuated ; 
the  City  is  worn  out;  the  major  part  of  the  houses 
have  stood  much  longer  than  they  should,  many 
years  lovger  than  tin/  were  liuiltjor ;  and,  in- 
stead of  being  rebuilt  as  the  leases  expire,  or  any 
thing  done  to  aggrandise  and  render  the  City  con- 
spicujus. 
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spicuous,  equal  to  the  k)ther  improvements,  they 
are  advertised  again  on  repairing  leases^  and  are 
so  'shamefully  propped  up  from  time  to  time  that 
the  City  must  come  to  decay :  nay,  it  will  be  even 
hazardous  to  walk  the  streets.** 
•   Though  the  latter  assertion  rather  exceeds  the 
truth,  it  will  be  recollected  that  Houghton-street 
Clare-market,    Wapping,   the  neighbourhood  of 
Bishopsgate-street,  and  Billingsgatd,  have  very  re- 
cently cproved  that  fatal  consequences  attend  the 
parsithnny  of  those  landlords  who  repair  when 
they  isliould  rebuild ;  and  I  think  I  may  safely 
declare  that  there  are  at  this  moment  at  least  300O 
houses  in  a  dancncrous  state  of  ruin  within  I^ondon 
and'We$tminster,  whirh  may  hereafter  make  their 
owners  repent  the  indulgence  of  their  avarice.  He 
that  observeBthe  pi^sent  miserable  representatives 
of  bricks  and  dirt  mortar  constantly  ascending  in 
tottering  piles  around  him,  cannot  wonder  that 
houfes' sometimes  fall  with  their  own  weight  ere 
they  are  finished ;  and  he  must  anticipate  future 
consequences.     The  Legislature  wisely  enacted 
regulations  to  prevent  the  communication  of  acci- 
dental fires;  but  more  remains  to  be  done  —  let 
them  ordain  that  bricks  and  mortar  should  here- 
after be  of  a  certain  standard,  under  a  heavy  fine 
and  imprisonment ;  and  that  surveyors  should  be 
appointed  to  order  the  demolition  of  new  houses 
built  in  opposition  to  the  clauses  of  the  Act. 
The  reader  who  admirer  adulteration  may  find 

enough 
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enough  of  it  thus  noticed  in  the  London  Chroni- 
cle, June  s,  176'4-  This  article  evinces  that  X 
am  not  the  tirst  person  wlio  has  reprobati:tl  tho 
London  brick-maker.  "We  have  long  complained 
of  alum  bread,  of  small  Ijt-tT  brewed  with  treacle 
and  Winer,  and  porter  without  malt  or  hops.  No 
one  if  now  ifriiomnt,  that  half  of  the  best  rmns 
and  brandies  Hre  but  matt  spirits ;  and  that  th» 
quantity  of  port-wiiie  which  is  drunk  in  England, 
by  the  iifelp  of  .-^/ifUH^  and  o^Apr  mittt/res,  more 
than  doubly  exceeds  what  is  annually  imported. 
And  every  feiuily  at  this  time  is  lamenting  th« 
unmerciful  rt^uery  of  forestallers  and  engrossers 
and  those  who  increase  the  price  upon  all  adul- 
terated commodities,  without  any  feeling  for  the 
consumer.  But  we  take  not  tlie  least  notice  of  a 
practice  that  seems  more  hurtful  to  the  commu- 
nity than  any  of  the  above—  the  present  method 
of  mahing  bricks, 

"  if  you  go  to  ihe  remains  of  London  Wall,  or 
examine  any  old  brick  buddings,  you  wil!  find  it 
more  didicult  to  pull  it  down,  rhan  it  was  for  the 
architect  to  raise  it ;  but  let  any  jjerson  attend  to 
the  continual  accounts  given  in  the  papers  of  the 
number  of  kalf-fiuilt  houses  that  tutnble  down  be~ 
Jore  thcif  can  be^nished,  and  he  will  tremble  for 
those  who  are  to  inhabit  the  many  piles  of  new 
buildings  that  are  daily  rising  in  this  metropolis. 
Whtn  we  consider  the  practice  among  some  of  the 
brick-'makers  about  the  town^  we  shall  not  won- 
der 
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dar  at  this  consequence^  though  we  must  shudder 
at  the  evil.    The  increase  of  buildii^  has  iu'* 
creased  the  demand,  and  consequently  the  price  of 
bricks.    The  demand  for  bricks  has  raised  the 
price  of  brick-earth  so  greatly,  that  the  makers 
are  tempted  to  mix  the  slap  of  the  streets,  ashes^ 
9C(wengers  dirty  and  every  thing  that  will  make 
the  brick-earth  or  clay  go  as  far  as  possible.     It  is 
•aid  the  price  of  this  brick-earth  is  more  than 
doubled  within  these  two  or  three  years.    The 
Scavengdr,  unwilling  to  be  behind  with  the  Land* 
holder,  has  doubled  the  price  of  ashes,  trebled  the 
price  of  cinders,  and  dbarges  a  considerable  price 
for  the  filth,  mud,  and  what  they  call  the  slop  of 
die  streets.    This  slop  makes  near  one  half  of  the 
composition  that  is  to  raise  the  enormous  and  very 
numerous  buildings  which  are  to  unite  London 
with  Highgate,  Bromley,  Rumford,  and  Brent- 
ford, within  these  five  years ;  unless,  what  seems 
very  possible,    the  bricklayers,   carpenters,  and 
masons,  with  all  their  labourers  and  workmen, 
are  overwhelmed  in  the  ruins  of  their  own  build- 
up before  the  plan  is  finished.    The  Legislature 
has  provided  for  our  safety  against  the  roguery  of 
the  Builders ;  but,  unless  the  materials  of  which 
the  bricks  are  made  shall  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration, London  may  shortly  resemble  the  City  of 
Lisbon,  without  the  intervention  of   an  £arth- 
.quake.** 
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•  Wh^n  (he  forpbration    of  Lon'Itm    had   dlt*\ 
teniiinetl  in  I  /fifi  to  remove  many  of  the  iiiconve4  I 
niencea  »ik1  ohiitructions  thi-n   common  in   th#  I 
Citj-  of  London,  it  appcarwl  in  evidence  that  thi  I 
Street*  were  genernUv  badly  |)av«l,  v*ry  (hrtf^J 
and  not  suHiciently  hehted ;  and  (hat  the  SigOM 
prevented  a  free  rinnihation  of  the  air  and  view  en 
the  Streets,  while  the  Posts  eontrilnited  to  iin?"* 
pede  the  pas^enRer.     Nor  were  the  Penthouaei 
less  injtirimis ;    those,    loaded  with   flower-pots, 
often  oeeaHJonetl  dangerous  hurts  by  the  fall  of  the 
latter;  arid  the  Tcatfrinj;  of  ihe  pinnti  in  them 
conlrihutedi  with  the  ppojectini;  spout:*,  in  rainy 
weather,  to  sluice  the  Citizen,  who  fitthe  saiTO*! 
time  steered  his  undulating  or  zig-zajj  way  through'! 
wheelbarrows    and    bawling    owners.      Another 
comfort  pedrtiar  tn  tliis  ]»eri('d  was  ihc-  ambition 
of  Shop-keepers,  who  encroached  upon  tlie  foot- 
ways by  bow-windows.     When  an  example  was 
set,  the  whole  fraternity,  fired  with  emulation, 
thruat  each  new  one  beyond  his  neighbour.    Such 
were  the  imjjedimcnts  to  walking  so  recently  as 
1766!     'llie  reader  may  imagine  how  a  Londoner 
must  have  felt  during  a  high  wind  and  shower ;  a 
thousand  signs  swinging  on   rusty  hinges  above 
him,  threatening  ruin  to  his  person  at  every  step, 
and  a  thousand  spouts  pouring  cascades  at  hb 
luckless  head. 

The  extravagant  use  of  Signs  had  been  com- 
plained of  early  in  the  century,  when  they  were 
described 
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described  as  very  large,  very  fine  with  gilding  and 
carving,   and  very  absurd.      Golden    perriwigs, 
saws,    axes,    razors,    trees,    lancets,  knives,  sal- 
mon, cheese,  blacks'  heads  with  gilt  hair,  half- 
moons,  sugar-loaves,  and  Westphalia  hams,  were 
repeated  without  mercy  from  the  Borough  to 
Cterkenwell,  and  from  Whitechapel  to  the  Hay- 
market;  but  a  person  who  knew  what  they  were 
much  better  than  myself  thus  described  them  un- 
der the  signature  of  A.  B.  in  one  of  the  newspa- 
penr  oF  17^4 :  "  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
■Lbuis  XIV.  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Paris 
#ere  ever  complaining  how  sick  the  City  was,  and 
bbw  fest  they  died :  upon  which,  Louis  consulted 
the  Medical  people  what  could  be  the  cause  of  it : 
*imd  they  all  agreed,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  large- 
Tiess  of  the  Signs,  which  choaked  up  the  free  cir- 
culating air,  which  ever  administers  to  health; 
upon  which  an  edict  was  published,  that  no  Sign 
should  be  more  than  1 8  inches  by  1 2,  and  all  the 
iron  perhaps  may  weigh  four  or  five  pounds  ;  and 
I  do  suppose  that  some  of  the  Sign-irons  in  Lon- 
don i^ei^h  four  or  five  hundrefl,  and  some  a  great 
deal  more'.     Soon  after  this  edict  was  published, 
it  was  declared   by  the  inhabitants,    that  they 
-found  a  sensible  difference  in  their  healths.     The 
^•genera!  tun  of  their  streets  are  a  little  wider  than 
Patemoster-row ;  a  few  much  wider,  and  a  great 
tiimy  TK>t  so  wide. 

''  Now, 
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*'  Now,  when  the  wind  blows  hard  upon  a  very 
brood  Sign,  witli  a  great  weight  of  iron  on  the 
front  of  the  house,  I  often  n-onder,  that  the  fronts 
do  not  lall  ofWner  than  diey  do.  In  the  vear 
1718,  the  front  of  a  house,  opposite  Bnde4ane 
in  Fleet-street,  fell  do»Ti,  and  killed  two  young 
ladies,  a  cobler,  and  the  King's  Jeweller.  This 
you  may  depend  upon  as  a  truth;  many  othen 
were  maimed,  and  a  few  more  were  killed,  I  caor 
not  say  how  many :  tliis  was  done  by  the  wimi 
blowing  hard  against  the  large  Sign  and  Iron. 
These  gorgeous  Signs  are  to  draw  in  customers} 
but,  if  they  were  all  upon  a  footing,  and  our 
signs  and  callings  were  wrote  as  they  are  in  the 
Strand,  would  not  every  body  be  the  better  for 
it,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  be  saved  into 
the  bargain  ?  First,  they  would  save  their  money; 
secondly,  render  the  City  more  healthy;  and 
thirdly,  prevent  people's  brains  being  knocked 
out,"  Sec.  &c. 

The  suggestions  of  this  and  other  good  citizens 
were  at  length  attended  to;  and  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  appointed  a  Committee,  in  the 
same  year,  to  consider  of  some  method  by  which 
they  might  accomplish  the  removal  of  Signs  and 
Water-spouts,  and  cause  the  former  to  be  affixed 
to  the  fronts  of  houses  flat  against  the  wall,  and 
the  latter  to  be  so  contrived  as  to  discharge  their 
contents  without  annoying  passengers.  The  gen- 
tlemen commissioned  for  the  above  purpose  were 
directed 
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directed  besides  to  arrange  a  plan  for  inscribing 
tiie  names  of  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  on  their 
comers. 

Soon  after  the  above  appointment,  the  News* 
faper-writers  frequently  noticed  the  alteration  of 
Signs;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Shug-lane  appear 
to  have  led  the  way  in  putting  the  Act  of  Parlia*- 
ment  in  execution,  sanctioning  the  general  im«- 
ppovement -of  London  and  Westminster.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  names  of  streets  placed  on  the  cor- 
ners, the  Nobility  then  introduced  brass  plates  or 
4oor-plites  with  their  names  engraved  on  them ; 
and  the  numbering  of  the  houses  completed  this 
portion  of  the  great  work  of  amendment. 

^The  streets  of  London  were  extremely  incon- 
venient before  this  period,  as  the  kennels  were  in 
the  midst,  and  the  stones  of  the  pavements  round ; 
Hor  was  there,  ais  at  present,  a  smooth  footway 
tor  the  pedestrian.  A  meeting  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for' the  re-paving  of  London  was  held  in 
Jmie  170$,  when  Aberdeen  granite  was  adopted, 
and  Charles  Whitworth,  Esq.  contracted  for  the 
performance;  but  the  Commissioners  for  paving 
the  squares,  streets,  and  lanes  of  Westminster, 
had  issued  the  following  intimation  in  March 
1763: 

**  Notice  is  herdby  given,  that  they  intend  new 
paving  Parliament*street,  Charing  Cross,  Cock- 
qpnr-street,  and  Fall  Mall;  for  which  purpose  the 
following  Proposals  are  advertised,  viz. 

"  1st,  For 
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**  1st,  For  frimislimg  Edinburgh  stones,  of^  \ 
stones  of  the  like  quality,  for  the  carriage-way  oP 
the  said  streets,  at  the  Quarry,  according  to  th<?  J 
dimensions  following,  viz.  of  four  and  five  inches  I 
thick  (and  a  few  of  six  for  the  kennels),  and  ndC  J 
[ess  than  nine  inches  deep,  and  for  delivering  th#  i 
same  at  the  places  where  they  iiay  be  most  cort^  1 
veniently  shipped.  ^  I 

Sdly,  For  freight  and  delivery  at  such  wharf  of 'I 
vrhflrfs,  near  Westminster-bridge,  as  the  Com^  1 
missioners  shall  direct.  »  1 

3dly,    For  carriage  from  the  'said    wharf  <it  I 
wharfs  to  the  said  streets,  or  any  of  tliem,  as  tbff 
Surveyor  shall  direct. 

4th!y,  For  paving  of  the  carriage-way  of  the 
said  streets  with  the  said  stones,  supplying  the 
best  Thames  sand,  labourers,  arid  all  incidental 
chains  (except  only  removing  the  old  pavement, 
and  leveling  the  ground),  according  to  snch  di- 
mensions as  shall  be  set  out  by  the  Survevor,  and 
under  such  inspection  of  the  Survej'or  as  is  di- 
rected by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

5thly,  For  paving  the  footwaj's  of  the  said 
streets  with  the  best  Purbeck  pavement,  and  a 
curb  of  Purbeck  or  Moor  stone  t^velve  inches 
broad,  and  seven  inches  thick,  leveling  the 
ground,  finding  all  materials  and  workmanship, 
according  to  such  levels  and  such  dimensions  as 
shall  be  directed  and  appointed  by  the  Sur\ej-or, 
and  under  his  inspection,  as  the  said- Act  directs; 
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as  likewise  for  re-laying  such  part  of  tl'e  old  foot* 
ways  as  shall  be  directed  by  tLe  Surveyor. 

Cthly,  Persons  willing  to  contract  may  make 
their  Proposals  for  the  wliole,  or  any  part,  of  the 
said  works ;  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  repair  for 
the  term  of  ten  years ;  the  said  works  being  to  be 
completed  within  one  year  from  the  3d  of  May 
next. 

Note,  The  number  of  square  yards  of  the 
carriage-way  is  about  20,000 ;  and  the  quantity 
of  stones  to  be  contracted  for  will  be  7  000  tons, 
to  be  delivered  in  London,  within  the  space  of 
one  year  from  the  3d  of  May  l^Gs  to  the  3d  of 
May  1*4649  according  to  the  following  proportions, 
viz.  600  tons  in  the  month  of  May,  800  tons  in 
each  of  the  months  of  June^  July,  August,  and 
September,  500  in  October,  400  in  each  of  the 
months  of  November,  December,  and  January, 
and  500  tons  in  each  of  the  months  of  February, 
March,  and  April. 

Proposals  in  writing,  sealed  up,  to  be  delivered 
in  at  /Westminster-bridge  office.  Old  Palace-yard, 
Westminster,  on  or  before  Tuesday  the  l;2th  of 
April  next. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

George  Box,  ClerkS' 

As  St.  James's-street  now  is,  nothing  can  be 
more  convenient  than  the  gradual  declination 
from  Piccadilly  to  the  Palace.  That  the  houses 
W  each  side  of  tlie  way  have  been  almost  entirelj^ 

rebuilt 
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reboilt  since  the  year  17^5,  will  pretty  pUinly 
appear  from  the  ensuing  lively  paper,  inserted  in 
the  London  Chronicle  August  I5,  I765; 

"  We  have  read  a  great  deal  in   your  paper 
about  Liberty,  Mr.  Printer  ;  give  me  leave  to  say 
a  word  or  two  about  Property,    which,  talk  aa 
they  please,  the  greatest  part  of  mankind  reckon 
the  most  valuable  of  the  two.     Our  sensible  fore- 
fathers, in  framing  the  Streets  of  this  great  City, 
preferred  utility  to  ornament ;  and,  in  St.  JamesV 
street,  they  were  very  industrious,  tliat  tlie  paving 
of  that  uneven  ground  should  not  prejudice  the 
property  of  any   individual. — ^Their  wiser   sons 
have  wished  to  reverse  this  practice,    and  have 
been  full  as  industrious  in  conforming  the  build- 
ings to  the  Scotch  paving.     The  descent  from 
the  upper  to  the  lower  end  of  tliis  stn^et  being  so 
Tery  steep,  has  brought  very  whimsical  distresses 
upon    many  of  the  inhabitants — some  of  the 
ground-floors,  that  were  almost  level   with  the 
street,  are  now  eight,  nine,  and  some  ten  steps, 
and  those  very  steep,  firom  the  ground ;  while 
others,  to  which  you  used  to  ascend  by  three  or 
four  steps,  are  now  as  many  below  the  surface. 
Cellars  are  now  above  ground,  and  some  gentle- 
men are  forced  to  dive  into  their  own  parlours. 
Many  laughable  accidents  too  have  happened  from 
this  new  method  of  turning  the  world  upside- 
down  :  some  persons,  not  thinking  of  the  late  al- 
terations, attempting  to  knock  at  their  own  door, 

have 
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have  frequently  tumbled  up  their  new-erected 
steps^  while  others^  who  have  been  used  to  ascend 
to  their  threshold^  have  as  often,  for  the  same 
reason,  tumbled  down ;  and  their  fall  had  been 
the  greater,  from  their  lifting  up  their  legs  to  as- 
cend as  usual.    An  old  gouty  friend  of  mine  com* 
plains  heavily;  he  has  lain,  he  says,  upon  the 
ground-floor  for  these  ten  years,  and  he  chose  the 
house  he  lives  in  because  there  was  no  step  to  the 
door ;  and  now  he  is  obliged  to  mount  at  least 
nine,  before  he  can  get  into  his  bedchamber,  and 
the  entrance  into  his  house  is  at  the  one  paiip  of 
stairs.     A  neighbour  too  complains  he  has  lost  a 
good  lodger,  because  he  refused  to  lower  the  price 
of  his  first  floor,  which  the  gentleman  insisted  he 
ought,  as  the  lodgings  are  now  up  two  pair  of 
stairs.     Many  of  the  street  doors  are  not  above 
five  feet  high;    and    the   owners,   when    they 
enter  their  houses,  seem  as  if  they  were  going 
into  a  dog-kennel  rather  than  their  own  habita- 
tions.    To  say  the  truth,  no  fault  can  be  imputed 
to  the  trustees :  but  many  are  great  sufierers ;  and 
this  method  of  making  the  houses  conform  to  the 
ornamental  paving,  is  something  like  the  practice 
of  Procrustes,  the  robber,  who  made  a  bed  of  cer- 
tain dimensions,  and  whoever  was  put  into  it, 
had  his  legs  cut  shorter  if  they  were  too  long,  or 
stretched  out  if  they  were  too  short,  till  the  poor 
wretch  was  precisely  of  the  length  with  the  bed^ 
'^  I  am^  Sir,  yours,  &c« 

^  Anti-Procrustes.*' 
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The  exertions  of  our  lathers  in  the  genem  im-* 
provement  ol'  houses  and  streets  have  left  jw  little 
to  do.     l*ure  air,  so  i-sst'iitial  to  the  preservation  of 
life,  now  circulate!*  freely  titrough  the  Hem  streets ; 
squares,  calculated  fur  cirnament,  health,  and  tlte 
higher  ranks  of  the  Gomuiunity,  are  judiciously  t!iaj  . 
persed,  and  their  ccfitri's  converted  into  boautiftil  I 
ganlens;  tlte  tollhouses  Itave  a  sultktetit  number  of.! 
lar^e  windows;  the  areas  in  fmnt  are  u ide,  aiiq.l 
handsomely  railed  with  cast  iron  ;  lamps  on  scroltf  i 
Work  are  suspended  at  due  distances  from  eachi 
olher;  and  adniirahle  It-vel  smoodi  footways  of  I 
great  breadth  prot(;et  the  pa  senger  from  the  cart*  | 
and  cari'i^es,  separated  from  him  by  a  curb  stonQ  I 
raised    several    inches    above  spacious    kennels^ 
through  which  the  water  from  showers  passes  and 
descends  into  large  drains,  commuuieatinf^  with 
vast  sewers  many  feet  below  the  level  of  the  street. 

There  are  salutary  laws  providing  for  the  per- 
formance of  tliose  acts  of  cleanliness  w  hich  indivi- 
duals might  neglect  or  omit.  The  inmates  of 
every  house  will  of  course  cleanse  tlie  steps  leading 
to  it;  hut  they  will  not  unlvermlli/  remove  the 
soil  from  their  pavements.  The  law  commands 
them  to  do  so  every  morning  under  a  penalty  of 
5«. ;  and  yet  there  are  very  few  who  walk  the  nar- 
row streets  of  London  in  \\  inter  can  forget  the  re- 
trograde motion  of  their  feet  on  tlie  deep  mud 
when  the  pavements  are  —  greasy.  Sir  William 
Curtis,  when  Lord  Mayor,  recently  determined  to 
enforce  the  law — and  very  honou  rably^7if  rf  A(hwc/^ 
Scavengers 
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Scavengers  are  appointed  to  swedp  die  carriage- 
ways, and  carry  off  the  dirt ;  and  yet  there  ar* 
places  to  be  found  where  brooms  have  not  always 
done  their  duty.  The  pubhck  are  very  properly 
forbid  to  throw  any  kind  of  dust  into  the  streets, 
and  are  ordered  to  reserve  it  for  the  Dustman,  who 
is  enjoined  to  call  for  it  frequently ;  and  yet  I  was 
once  informed  by  a  housekeeper  that  their  Parish 
Dustman  had  not  honoured  ttiem  with  a  visiter 
six  long  weeks.  The  renters  of  single  rooms,  in 
first,  second,  and  third  fioors,  in  mean  streets, 
feel  themselves  above  restraint.  Those  people 
empty  dir^  water  mixed  with  their  offals  into  the 
gutters,  the  stench  of  which  is  appalling ;  but  I 
forget,  they  certainly  do  not  offend  against  the 
law — ^it  is  dust,  not  water  dirtied,  or  mixed  with 
dust  and  vegetables,  which  they  are  forbidden  to 
deposit  in  the  streets. 

Let  me  not  neglect  in  this  survey  the  laudable 
efforts  of  the  Sweepers  male  and  female,  who, 
stationed  at  comers  and  crossings,  faithfully  re- 
move every  appearance  of  soil  from  the  stones  for 
the  casual  receipt  of  hali-j)ence.  They  are  un* 
doubtedly  an  useful  body,  and  they  have  my  com- 
mendations accordingly. 

Beer-houses,  or,  as  they  are  generally  termed, 
Public  Houses,  render  our  streets  extremely  un- 
pleasant in  summer ;    but  delicacy  forbids  my 
adding  more  qn  the  subject.     Would  that  equal 
VOL.  II.  D  D  delicacy 
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ddieaey  in  Oie  ]ieepen  trwild  turn  their  custotners 

bifcktcards! 

3*>  much  for  the  Street*.  Reiniring-lwisee  con- 
tribute greatly  to  (he  handsome  appeamnce  of  tlie 
Houses;  ever)-  thing  is  in  ortier;  and  the  clause 
for  painting  the  froiils  triennally  ketps  the  wood- 
work as  clean  apd  bright  as  our  fogs  and  tlie  coal 
8BiokP  will  permit.  The  shop-keeper  prides  him-; 
self  on  the  neatness  of  his  »hop-front ;  his  little 
portico,  and  the  pilasters  and  cornices,  are  imita- 
tions of  Lydian,  serpentine,  porphyry,  and  verde 
antique  marbles ;  and  those  who  have  tlie  gwid 
fortune  to  serve  any  branch  of  the  Koyal  Family 
inimediately  place  lar^  sotilptures  of  their  several 
arms  and  supporters  over  their  doors,  and  their 
own  nam«s  and  business  in  golden  characters. 
The  grpat  lyindovis  of  Uige  panes  exhibit  tlte 
richest  manufactures,  and  the  doors  of  the  Linea 
drapers  are  closed  by  draperies  of  new  muslins  and 
calicoes.  Some  wafjs  pretend  indeed  that  the 
tradesman  has  a  double  motive  in  this  proceeding 
.—  the  darkening  of  his  premises  to  prevent  keeii 
eyes  from  discovering  coarse  threads,  and  embel- 
lishing his  shop. 

The  Goldsmiths  and  Jewellers,  and  some 
Pawnbrokers,  indulge  the  publick  with  the  view 
of  diamonds,  jiearls,  rubies,  emeralds,  gold,  and 
silver,  in  most  fascinating  quantities;  but  the 
Watch-makers  and  Glassmen  eclipse  all  competi- 
tors 
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ton  in  the  display  of  fanciful  clodcs  tet  in  abfait* 
tor^  Ot  moluy  gold  and  9ilve^^  atid  the  richeit  e«( 
gkfls  lights  by  patent  lamps  at  night.  The  Book^ 
seller  exposes  oopies  of  the  most  Expensive  works 
in  his  windo^irs^  and  the  Printsellers  those  of  thi 
best  artists.  The  Undertaker  corers  his  ptods 
with  escutcheons^  crowns^  coronets^  and  mifrtai 
of  gold ;  and  contrives  to  introduce  the  lid  of  a 
little  veltet  coffin,  which  is  intended  to  lead  tte 
eye  to  fulUslzed  real  ones  preparing  for  the  dead. 

The  Lotteryr-office-keeper  attracts  a  crdwd  by 
numbers  of  tickets  and  shares  disposed  for  aal^ 
and  alwqrs  places  a  paper  memento  at  the  elboW^ 
of  *^  No.  &G.  &c.  sold  at  this  office  in  the  last  lot^ 
tery^  drawn  a  prlte  of  50,006/.'*  Hente  the  Lueky 
Office  and  Only  Loeky  Office  *. 

The  retailer  of  Quack  Medicines  covers  every 
pane  of  his  shop-windows  with  the  bills  of  diffe- 
rent compounders  of  nostrums,  and  the  angles 
between  the  pap^  and  the  sashes  with  tranfsparfeikt 
vivid  colours ;  and  the  ProprietoTs  of  Newspapers 
seize  upon  every  battle  or  capture  as  fair  opportu-* 
nittes  for  pasting  large  pieces  of  paper  together, 
which  they  inscribe  *^  Sixth  edition,*'  &c.  &c.  and 
suspend  from  the  top  te  the  bottom  of  their  case* 

^  The  expensive  and  absurd  fnethods  lately  adopted 
by  Lottery-offiee  kciepers  and  many  other  tradesftien 
to  invhe  oastodieri  ate  too  oontanpliUe  for  serkms 
aotice. 

D  D  3  ments ; 
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nehts  ;  while  their  mynnidons  the  Newsmen  re- 
iterate the  "  Sixth  edition"  with  distended  lung» 
in  the  short  intervals  between  the — I  had  almost 
said — infernal  blasts  of  their  tin  trumpets.  Let  | 
the  purchaser,  however,  beware  the  Newsman 
doth  not  {jive  him  a  paper  or  gazette — three  weeks 
old — in  the  /tuny  nf  the  momnit  ! 

Such  are  the  methods  adopted  by  the  London 
Tradesmen  to  attract  attention,  and  such  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  lower  part  of  iheir  House?  :  in- 
deed, Commodities  are  now  generally  used  in 
place  of  the  antient  Signs.  One  of  their  abstirdir 
ties  deserves  reprehension :  when  a  man  has  i 
front  door  between  two  windows,  or  a  door  on  the 
right  side  of  a  window,  he  will  have  his  name 
over  the  door,  and  his  business  on  the  friezes  of 
the  windows ;  for  instance, 


Goldsmith  and     Brown     Jeweller,  &c. 


instead  of  "  Brown,  goldsmith  and  jeweller." 
The  nonsense  produced  in  this  way  is  Gometimes 
incredibly  ludicrous.  I  once  observed  the  words 
*'  Preston,  Nightman,  and  Rubbish  carted,"  so 
placed  that  they  conveyed  an  idea  of  a  partnership 
"  Preston  and  RukkUh." 

The  noble  fronts  of  the  several  Banking-bouses 
and  Insurance  offices,  many  of  the  latter  with 
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fine  emblematic  statues  over  the  dodrs^  are  great 
ornaments  to  the  streets  of  London. 

The  interior  architecture  of  our  dwellings  is 
generally  very  convenient ;  but  I  could  wish  that 
the  kitchens  might  henceforward  be  erected  be- 
hind the  house,  that  no  humian  being  should  be 
immersed  in  damp,  and  blinded  with  darkness, 
as  our  servants  now  are,  seven  or  eight  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  street. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  every  thing  under  this 
article  has  now  been  noticed  which  is  independent 
of  the  mformation  already  given  in  ^'  Londinium 
Redivivum.**  I  shall,  therefore,  conclude  it  with 
referring  the  reader  to  the  annexed  Prints,  where 
he  will  find  sketches  of  various  parts  of  London 
which  I  have  considered  as  tlie  most  picturesque, 
the  whole  contributing  to  illustrate  the  general 
character  of  the  Metropolis. 
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CHAP.  X. 


SKETCH  OF  TIIE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  SOCIETY  Pf 
LONDON. 


When  a  Londoner  of  the  lowest  class  receives 
his  em|>loyer's  jiermission  to  relax  from  die  la- 
bours of  his  profession,  h«  endeavours  to  obtain 
the  company  of  several  of  his  acquaintance.  Ob- 
serve them  assembled,  aod  mark  their  cosliiiire  : 
they  wear  a  round  hat,  like  those  of  Men  of 
fashion,  placed  far  back  on  the  head,  covering  a 
collection  of  long  lank  hair,  which  shades  tlie 
features  composed  of  vacancy  and  impudence ; 
the  neck  is  clothed  in  a  coarse  muslin  cravat 
folded  in  ungracef'.il  lines  over  a  monstrous 
stiffener,  which,  defying  compression,  leaves  a 
great  opening  between  the  puma  Adami  and  it, 
from  which  the  chin  emerges  and  retires  forty 
times 
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times  in  sil  faotir.    The  ccM  is  gen^falty  of  dark 
h\M  (r  br<»t^  Impelled,  th«f  t^fMeoat  of  white  oi 
pritttcd  (tbttoh,  tod  the  le^  ate  coveted  eith^ 
by  pHntak»oWs  of  breeches  add  white  cottofi  ^todi^ 
ings.     Theft  ptbgress  thfotigh    the   streets   H 
matked  hy  impetnosity  and  a  constant  exertiodi, 
of  stren^,  making  the  peaceable  Citisien  whA 
his  wife  and  children  retire  to  the  etttrafice  of  k 
hotme^    or  eross  the  kennel,   in  order  to  avoid 
beitigf  hurried'  forward  with  (hem,  or  overturned. 
Th^ir  conversatioti  consists  of  violent  disputes  atid 
^ecmtioiM,    often  degenerating  into   whimsicd 
effusions  of  retort,  peculiar  to  this  branch  of  the 
great  human  tree,  accompanied  by  occa^ioAal  oB* 
servations  oh  the  Females  who  unfortunately  ^s 
them.     I  must  acknowfedge  myself  more  thaA 
once  to  have  been  surprised  into  risibility  by  this 
species  of  wit,  for*  Which  the  speaker  deserved*  a 
horse-whip.     The  constant  CXercise  of  obscenity 
and  gross  allusion  prevails  when  a  neighbour's  (S^ 
mate  servant,  or  a  sister  of  one  of  the  party,  is 
present.      We  will  not  follow  them   across  the 
Ilelds,  but  meet  them  seated  at  one  of  those  in- 
viting scenes  which  may  be  found  on  every  sidfe 
of  London  called  Tea-gardens,  where  Tea  indeed 
seldom  makes  its  appearance.     A  few  miserable 
bushes  tortured  into  arbours  veil  in  some  degree 
the  hateful  exhibitions  at  these  placed,   the  li- 
censed receptacles  for  mental  d^radatiouj  recep- 
taicTes  for  young  men  and  young  women,  who  are 
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seatol  on  benches  before  tables  covered  with 
liquor  and  tobacco-pipes  !  What  can  be  expected 
from  tliese  assemblages  but  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences, drunkenness  and  debauchery  ?  Their 
effects  are  observable  whenever  any  pubhc  occur- 
rence assembles  the  people  of  London  ;  the  whole 
Civil  Power  of  which  cannot  restrain  many  enor- 
mities committed  ou  those  occasions.  Under  au 
idea  of  w  him  and  pleasantry  they  perpetrate  raauy 
scandalous  actions,  amusing  themselves  by  throw- 
ing some  filthy  thing  into  the  thickest  part  of  a 
crowd,  or  driving  forward  till  they  half  suffocate 
those  before  them,  or  hurt  others  by  severe  falls. 
Wlienever  an  illumination  takes  place,  their  tur- 
bulence becomes  seriously  mischievous  by  the 
firing  of  pistols  and  throwing  of  squibs  and  crack- 
ers ;  but  the  latter  practices,  I  hope,  are  now  en- 
tirely sub<Iued  by  the  Magistracy. 

This  class  is  fond  of  Theatrical  amusements; 
and  numbers  may  be  observed  waiting  on  an 
evening  before  the  doors  of  the  Theatres  impatient 
and  crowding  for  admission.  The  Pickpocket  is 
always  ready ;  but  liis  ojjerations  are  often  frus- 
trated by  tlie  Peace-ofticer's  constant  exclamation 
of  "  Take  care  of  ynur  pockets."  When  the  door 
is  opened,  a  dangerous  trial  of  skill  ensues:  every 
person  endeavous  to  enter  first;  the  space  is 
clogged ;  imd  pushing,  screams,  and  execrations 
follow.  If  \vt'  enter  the  One-i^liilling  Gallery,  we 
Mitne^s  constant  dis])utcs  often  terminating  in 
blows, 


I.. 


409 


VLovfi,  andobBerve  heated  bodies  stripped  of  die 

* 

outward  garments,  furious  fi^ces,  with  others 
grinning  horribly,  hear  loud  and  incessant  taik-** 
ing  and  lai^hter,  beating  the  floor  with  sticks, 
hissing,  clapping  the  hands,  and  the  piercing 
whistle,  with  exclamations  for  ^^  Musick.** 
-  This  motl^  collection  are,  however,  generally 
attentive  spectators  and  patient  auditors  during 
the  representations ;  and  I  have  remarked  that 
any  generous  sentiment  from  the  characters  on 
the  stage  never  &ils  to  receive  the  loudest  tokens 
of  applause  from  the  One-shilling  Gallery;  but 
this  Gallery  becomes  a  very  troublesome  appen*' 
dage  to  the  Theatre,  when  their  highnesses  di« 
vide  into  two  parties,  one  for,  and  the  other 
against  the  repetition  of  a  pleasing  song.  This  is 
particularly  felt  in  the  performance  of  a  favourite 
Opera  or  Musical  Farce. 

The  next  stage  is  that  of  Journeymen ;  thou^ 
sands  of  whom  have  been  steady  well-behaved 
youths,  in  the  practice  of  passing  their  evenings 
and  holidays  in  rational  pursuits  with  parents  or 
friends,  and  who  enter  upon  their  profession  de- 
termined ta  render  themselves  respectable,  and 
their  connexions  happy.  With  such  I  have  no- 
thing to  da;  diere  is  too  much  still-life  for  de- 
scription in  the  man  who  rises  at  six  in  the  mom* 
ing,^  and  works  without  cessation  till  six  in  the 
evening.  His  intervals  of  amusement  may  be  di- 
rected to  the  same  objects.  Tea-gardens,  publie 
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Exliibrttom,  and  th^  Tlieatres ;  hathisedndactif 
so  properly  governed,  that  TempoVHoe  and  Pie** 
sore  dance  m  his  feslures. 

Those  whose  cbancteriHtc  outline  I  have  traced 
before  work,  perhaps,  three  days  in  the  wf^. 
Sunday  they  appropriate  to  the  same  species  of  re- 
laxation to  which  tliev  accnstomed  themselves  in 
■pprenliceship :  Monday  is  sainted  with  them. 
And  who  will  work  on  Saint  Motidatf  ?  Not  the 
idle  Journeyman  and  Labourer  of  London.  Un- 
fortunately the  votaries  of  thia  Saint  celebrate  his 
name  with  libations  of  Beer  and  Gin,  the  fiimes 
of  which  render  them  unfit  for  work  on  Tuesday. 
On  Wednesday  they  begin  the  week ;  not  by  a 
close  attention  to  their  business,  as  their  em- 
ployers find  to  the  extent  of  vexation  and  disap- 
pointment, but  by  repeated  potations  of  beer, 
which  a  boy  brings  at  stated  hours  all  throngft 
the  day ;  by  retiring  at  twelve  o'clock  to  dinner, 
and  frequently  returning  at  four,  and  going  again 
to  tea  at  four,  if  they  should  accidentally  get  to 
work  at  one.  The  excessive  uee  of  the  former 
soporific  beverage  renders  the  Journeyman  stu- 
pid, fretfiil,  and  quarrelsome,  which  any  person 
may  perceive  by  passing  a  public  house  at  almost 
any  period  of  the  day.  At  the  close  of  the  week 
necessity  compels  this  description  of  madmen  to 
work;  for,  Saturday  arriving,  he  must  procure 
the  means  of  redeeming  his  own  and  his  wife's 
dethes  from  that  most  respectable  member  of 
society 
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sotiety  the  Pkiwtifaraker.  And  this  ii  the  b* 
boaitng  Kfe  of  at  least  thirty  thousand  persons  at 
present  in  London ! 

Their  domestic  amusements  chiefly  consist  in 
disputes  with  a  Wife^  who  finds  herself  and 
children  sacrificed  to  the  brutal  propensities  of 
Drinking  and  Idleness ;  and  the  scene  of  con- 
tention is  mtolerable,  if  the  lady  possesses  a  higk 
spirit;  so  entirely  so  to  the  husband^  tliat  be 
fixes  hiflsself  for  the  evening  with  a  party  at  the 
public  house,  inhere  he  is  at  first  enter tained^  and 
entertains  in  tum^  on  the  thriving  subject  of  Po* 
Utidbs,  cuUed  fvom  the  delightful  themes  of  so 
numy  thousajids  massacred  in  one  plaoe^  and  as 
many  in  another.  As  the  night  advances^  thft 
loomeymaon  becomes  whimsical ;  one  of  the  com^* 
pany  is  requested  to  sing,  the  rest  join  in  chorus  ;. 
and  another  hour  elapses  in  a  chaos  of  sounds 
equally  insulting  to  the  general  quiet  of  the  pubr 
lick  and  tlie  neighbourhoodw  By  this  time  tiie 
Wife  peeps  through  the  windows,  hoping  to  find 
»  filvourable  opportunity  of  getting  the  sot  t» 
bed ;  whieh  if  she  accomplishes  without  a  kidc-^ 
ing,  she  may  be  pronounced  a  lucky  woman  fer 
tfaM  evening.  '  A  sober  inhabitant  of  Londoa 
cannot  but  be  shocked  at  the  staggering  fellow* 
citizens  he  meets  with  late  on  a  summer  evenings 
labouring  under  a  voluntary  St.  Vitus*s  dance, 
when*  returning' to  their  homes,  I  saw  a  man  of 
this  description  in  RussetHMjuare^  who  had  placed 

his 
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his  hat  on  the  pavement,  and  danced  round  it* 
To  this  ludicrous  exhibition  all  eyes  were  di- 
rected. "  Ah !'"  said  an  old  female  to  another, 
**  that  man  would  never  drink  again  could  he  see 
himself  with  our  sensations." 

There  are  thirty-six  public-houses  in  Old-street 
between  Goswell-street  and  the  Citv-road.  Can 
they  be  supported  by  the  population  of  that 
neighbourhood  wiUiout  eiulless  excesses?  And 
there  are  other  district  where  those  curses  to 
society  are  equally  numerous  ?  Shame  on  our 
thoughtless  conduct  in  permitting  a  trade  calcu- 
lated only  for  human  destruction  t  If  comfort^ 
health,  and  pleasure  can  arise  from  quaffing  gal- 
lons of  beer,  let  the  lower  classes  be  compelled  to 
drink  it  at  home  with  their  friends  and  famihes  ; 
and  no  longer  suffer  that  promiscuous  mixture  of 
folly  and  vice  which  results  from  thieves  drinking 
with  honest  men.  It  is  from  this  cause  alone 
that  men  are  brutalized.  Difference  of  opinion 
will  arise  between  members  of  the  most  polished 
classes:  those  become  quarrels  in  the"  lower  ;  and 
hence  the  \>etty  actions  for  assaults  which  are 
tried  in  every  direction.  Examine  theOld  Bailey 
causes ;  ana  if  Public-houses  and  Dram-shops 
are  not  found  to  be  the  general  theatres  of  thieving 
plots  and  murders,  let  me  receive  no  farther 
credit. 

London    and  the  environs    are  overwhelmed 
with  population.      Every  description  of  the  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  of  the  Country  watch  for  feveurabte 
opportunities  of  removing  to  this  enormous  mag^ 
net;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  accomplished,  they 
send  their  offspring  of  both  sexes.  Hundreds  of 
servant  girls  and  apprentices  are  thus  prepared 
annually  for  prostitution  and  thoughtless  mar* 
riages ;  every  room  in  numbers  of  streets  be* 
comes  the  residence  of  Apprentices,  Journeymen, 
their  wives^  and  multitudes  of  children,  who 
starve  away  existence  year  after  year  in  hopeless 
sameness,  and  are  often  separated  from  Vice  only 
by  a  deal  or  lath  and  plaster  partition.  Tlie  con- 
sequences of  this  crowded  state  of  the  City  are  so 
well  known,  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  point 
them  ont  I  shall  however  venture  to  direct  the 
Reader's  attention  to  the  Alms-houses,  Work^ 
houses.  Charity  Scliools,  Hospitals,  and  Prisons, 
which  surround  us;  and  ask  whence  they  are 
filled?  Who  turns  his  attention  to  the  second- 
floors,  the  garrets,  the  bark-rooms,  and  the  cel- 
lars of  this  Metropolis  ?  It  would  be  wrong  to  say 
no  one;  but  who  relates  the  result  of  his  research? 
It  may  be  imagined  Hogarth  has  given  us  a  true 
picture  in  his  Distressed  Poet :  that  print  may 
serve  as  a  foundation;  a  few  additions  of  the 
sombre  cast  would  furnish  thousands  of  real 
scenes. 

The  next  class  of  crowded  residents  are  persons 
with  small  incomes,  who  are  compelled  by  great 
rents  and  h^vy  ta^es  to  occupy  furnished  #'nd 
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the  deuMfig  of  itainMCBMlBd  l^afl  llie  wh^- 
I  III  I  III  sf  tW  htme  a  aaod»;  «1  tfae  Imb 
iMm  «r  the  bdcr  a  tlurd.  It  a  tiMtHbie  oob- 
■OB  to  fCe  ttw  iCnBi*  ^mtat  uUuunuA  cfoy 
i^Mtw-Ay  wHfa  cart-toads  of  famfture. 

llie  oMial  time  of  ripin^  with  the  class  of  Jear< 
arymim  u  betwmi  five  and  six  in  the  moma^. 
At  the  Utter  IxMir  they  commence  their  dailr  la- 
boar,  and  wof^  till  eigbt;  an  hour  ii  then  «1- 
lowred  for  breakfast,  and  firotn  twelre  till  ooe  id» 
<6iiiier ;  and  the  business  of  the  di^^  ooocfaiiM 
at  nix ;  but  ntyinc  tndustrioas  men  work  many 
extra  hours.  Public-bouses  are  opened  in  sof- 
firicnt  ttrne  to  fumiib  those  who  choose  it  with 
peniii;ioui*  liquids ;  and  the  keepers  will  either 
send  tea  and  bread  and  butter  to  the  Journeymen 
for  brciikfuHt,  or  provide  it  for  him  at  the  house. 
This  innocent  meal  is  most  commonly  preferred; 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  numbers  never  drink  any 
thing  so  weak.  The  Journeyman  and  Labourer 
sometime;))  eat  bread  and  cheese,  or  salted  meat 
and  bread,  on  t!ie  s|x»t  where  they  work  ;  others 
rtrtuni  to  their  homes  to  dine ;  and  others  eat  at 
the*Jook'8-Bhop,  at  which  they  may  have  what 
quantity 
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qufoittty  they  please  of  baked  and  boiled  men, 
and  flour  and  peaae-puddings,  at  a  very  reaaoop 
able  rate.  Tea,  and  bread  and  cheese  or  meat, 
conclude  the  meals  of  the  day.  Large  potations 
of  beer,  allowed  by  the  employer  in  some  io« 
stances,  and  clubbed  for  in  others,  fill  the  inter- 
vals of  labour.  When  two  labouring  men  meet 
accidentally  in  the  streets,  the  second  word  after 
the  usual  salutation  is  Hliat  will  you  diink  ?  or, 
l^t  us  have  a  glass,  or  a  pint ;  and  it  frequently 
happens  that  neither  can  muster  halfpence  suf« 
ficient. 

A  Gin-shop  may  generally  be  scented  as  the 
passenger  approaches  ;  but  he  cannot  mistake  it^ 
i|s  an  assembly  of  the  drivers  of  asses  with  soot, 
brick- dust,  cats'-meat,  and  vegetables,  with  a 
due  proportion  of  law  ladies  of  pleasure,  alwaj^ 
besiege  the  door.  Thanks  to  the  Distiller  and 
Bpewer,  liquor  is  mueh  less  powerful  in  its  ope- 
rations at  present  than  it  was  fif^y  yesm  past : 
hence  the  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the 
votaries  of  Geneva.  Tliose  people  very  seldom 
exceed  low- wit,  a  little  noise,  and  abuse  of  each 
other :  indeed,  our  streets  are  wonderfully  quiet, 
and  riots  and  quarrels  are  very  rare. 

The  Tradesman  and  his  Lodgers  generally  rise 
about  the  same  hour,  from  six  to  nine  o'clock, 
and  often  from  the  same  description  of  tumed^up 
bedsteads,  and  beds  inclosed  in  resemblances  of 
ehwts  of  drawers  and  book-cases.  These  un- 
wholesome 
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i  lad  ll]chnDi  of  dimji^  wy  &aiii 
la  hdr  fM  Imt.  Ffaa  joratt  bafccd. 
p  SBB  boiIhI,  SMI  po^Bbm,  sncl  uumj  tc~ 
mmdhig  dUbes;  •ome  exceed  is 
fcwfa,  nbbita,  ice  &c.;  and  mmr  mike 
Hiciii  frooi  vca(-cvtle>s,  bwf  itrnVs,  ami 
liaad  muttoo  cbopi,  widi  prtilow,  »od  very 
fittle  bread.  Frait-pia  and  poddio^  are  taaeh 
iHnI;  taWe-beer,  ale^  aad  porlEr,  are  die  moat 
common  beverage.  Ardent  spirits  and  hot  watn 
mixr^  trx>  often  follow ;  but  nine  seldom  ^ipears. 
InvitatioDfl  of  friends  on  Sundays  and  holidajt 
produce  many  luxuries  distributed  by  neat  ser- 
vant-maids. 

Tea,  &c.  succeeds  from  five  to  six  o'clock, 
and  a  slight  supper  at  nine.  The  evening  is  vz- 
rionsiy  Hpent,  in  Visits,  at  the  Playhous*?,  or 
tvilli  the  eternal  use  of  Cards.  Conversation  and 
Heading  are  greatly  neglected ;  consequently 
numbere  of  this  class  speak  very  incorrectly. 

'i'hu  opulent  Tradesman,  he  that  has  retired 
from  business,  and  the  Merchant,  live  much  in 

the 
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the  above  manner  in  many  respects ;  but,  as  tlio 
family  never  do  any  thing  themselves,  a  Cook,  ^ 
House*-maid,  a  Nursery-maid,  and  a  Foot-&ay  or 
Foot-man,  become  necessary ;  to  whibh  may  be 
added  in  many  cases  a  second  establishment  for  a 
Country-house,  a  Groom,  and  even  a  Coachman; 
but  the  latter  is  frequently  hired  by  the  year,  and 
then  the  Coachman  is  not  always  a  domestick. 

The  man  of  business  and  the  Merchant  g^ 
nerally  sleep  in  the  country^  or  if  you  please  — 
near  Londony  and  come  to  town  after  breakfast. 
The  family  may  either  breakfast  with  him,  or  the 
ladies  may  indulge  at  their  pleasure.  Shopping 
in  Hackney  or  other  coaches  in  the  morning. 
Visits,  Musick,  or  Reading,  occupy  the  space 
from'  breakfast  at  nine,  ten,  and  eleven,  till  four, 
five,  or  six  o'clock,  the  various  hours  for  dining 
of  the  latter,  when  several  friends  are  probably 
at^sembled  to  partake  of  a  variety  of  viands  of  the 
best  quality,  followed  by  a  handsome  dessert  and 
excellent  wines. 

The  hour  of  relaxation  is  now  arrived ;  the 
*cares  of  the  world  and  business  are  dismissed; 
little  more  is  said  besides  obser\'ations  on  the 
goodness  of  the  provision,  &c.  and  "  Shall  I  help 
you  to  this  or  that  ?"  Shall  1  add  that  too  great 
repletion  in  this  class  often  produces  apoplexy  ? 
Several  hours  elapse  in  drinking  wine;  and  Bac- 
chus almost  always  usurps  the  place  of  the 
Ladies,  who  retire  to  cards  till  the  Gentlemen 
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are  sntnmoned  to  tea,  sometimrs  not  in  a  state  te 
enjoy  rational  conversation.  Supper  ensues,  and 
the  bottle  finishes  the  scene  at  a  late  hour. 

The  reader  must  recollect  that,  when  a  family 
is  without  visitors,  it  is  governed  by^  reater  regu- 
larity. Many  Merchants  and  rich  Tradesmen 
pass  much  of  their  leisure  time  at  coifee-houses  ; 
and  dinners  are  commonly  given  at  those  places. 
Reading  the  papers  and  conversation  are  strong 
inducements,  exclusive  of  the  bargains  and  con- 
sultations between  strangers  ctmvenientiy  made 
and  held  at  these  places. 

The  Ladies  of  the  class  now  under  notice  have 
almost  universally  been  educated  at  boarding- 
schools,  and  possess  a  general  knowledge  of  th« 
usages  of  fashionable  life.  Dramng,  Musick, 
Dancing,  Fancy-works,  the  French  langu;^,  &c. 
are  alternately  employed,  with  Vauzhall,  the 
Winter  and  Summer  Theatres,  walking  in  the 
Park  at  a  particular  season  of  the  year,  Ctutis, 
&c.  &c,  to  kill  time  —  and  a  little  trip  to  a  Wa- 
tering-place is  delightful  beyond  measure,  where, 
it  is  necessary  to  observe,  every  hodi/  goes,  from 
the  Oilman's  lady  to  the  Princess,  either  in  the 
Hoys,  the  Stage-coaches,  Post-chaises,  Glass- 
coaches,  or  their  own  coaches.  Novels,  those 
fruitful  sources  of  amusement,  are  welcome  be- 
sides to  all  descriptions  of  Ci^izenM«e«  and  somt 
Citizens. 

LibrariM 
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Libraries  are  to  be  found  in  the  houses  of  many 
rich  Traders  and  Tradesmen;  and  there  have 
been  instances  of  most  valuable  works  issuing 
from  dieir  studies^  Circulating  Libraries  are  of 
infinite  use  to  the  avaricious,  and  those  of  mo* 
derate  incomes,  and  are  very  numerous;  they 
produce  a  taste  for  reading,  which  cannot  be  ex- 
cited in  any  otlier  way,  and  should  be  encouraged 
by  the  Legislature  under  proper  regulations. 
Many  persons  have  associated,  and  composed 
Book  Societies :  the  annual  subscription  of  each 
individual  is  small ;  but  the  aggregate  sum  thus 
obtained  enables  the  members  to  nominate  ex- 
pensive works,  which  are  read  in  rotation ;  and^ 
as  it  is  a  rule  to  sell  the  least  approved  of,  the 
stock  is  farther  maintained.  The  above  means^ 
and  the  additions  to  vast  libraries  both  public  and 
private  continually  making,  has  encouraged  Li- 
terature to  a  most  honourable  extent  in  London, 
where  numerous  Authors  are  constantly  employed 
in  composing  books  of  every  possible  description, 
which,  richly  embellished  with  engravings,  ge- 
nerally sell  rapidly. 

The  next  and  last  class  consists  of  persons  of 
antient  families  possessed  of  large  incomes,  and 
the  Nobility.  Their  manner  of  passing  the  day 
may  soon  be  described.  Early  rising  is  neither 
necessarj/y  nor  is  it  universally  practised.  Break- 
Cast  often  makes  its  appearance  at  the  Tradesman's 
hour  of  dining ;  though  in  some  well-regulated 
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Eunilies  there  U  tar  more  rationality.  N'oveli^ 
NewDpaper?,  Magazines,  Review's,  and  little  ar- 
ticles coDlrived  to  attract  the  fency,  are  spread 
abroad  in  the  breakfikst-room,  and  alibrd  amuse- 
ment and  mnversadon,  while  the  languid  ope- 
ration of  ealing  is  performing.  Suppose  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  tamily  set  forward  on  their  morn- 
ing equestrian  ride;  tliu  Ladies  read,  work  with 
their  needle,  or  play  on  tire  Piano ;  nay,  little 
childish  games  sometimes  engage  their  attentton 
till  tile  hour  for  ^'isiIing  and  Shopping  arrives. 
■Then  the  streets  resound  with  the  hoofs  of  fiery 
steeds,  and  thunder  from  the  hands  of  the  foot- 
man announces  on  the  door  of  a  friend a 

-card  containing  the  visitor's  name;  but  there 
are  instances,  I  believe,  on  record  of  Ladies 
alighting. 

7  he  hours  of  five,  six,  and  seven  o'clock  re- 
assemble the  family  to  dinner,  for  which  the 
party  dresses  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  and 
frequently  partake  with  their  friends  around 
then>  of  tlie  richest  made  dishes,  joints  of  meat, 
tifh,  poultry,  coni'ectiouary,  &c.  &c.  served  in 
two  or  three  courses  by  a  butler,  and  footmen 
stationed  behind  each  chair  of  the  company  pre- 
sent. Tea  and  coffee  generally  make  their  aj>- 
pearance  before  the  wine  and  fruit  are  removed  ; 
but  there  are  some  who  retire  to  the  drawing- 
room  for  the  use  of  those  refreshments.  The 
supper  hour  cannot  be  named   with  precision ; 
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it  may  be  introduced  from  ten  o'clock  till  two  in 
the  morning. 

The  amusements  of  the  Rich  and  Noble  con- 
«ist  of  every  possible  enjoyment :  birth-days, 
levees,  breakfasts  at  private  houses  attended  by 
two  or  three  hundred  persons  at  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  dinners,  card-parties, 
suppers,  and  routs.  The  reader  not  yet  horn 
will,  perhaps,  thank  my  memory  for  adding  that 
which  may  then  be  forgotten. 

A  fashionable  and  opulent  inhabitant  of  West- 
minster often  occupies  a  house  calculated  for  the 
reception  conveniently  of  the  Master,  the  Mis- 
tress, two  or  three  Children,  a  Nursery-maid,  a 
Groom,  a  Coachman,  a  Butler,  three  Footmen, 
a  Cook,  and  two  or  three  House-maids,  governed 
by  a  House-keeper ;  and  we  will  finish  the  groupe 
by  a  Governess  who  speaks  French.  So  far  all 
is  right ;  now,  future  Reader,  comes  the  essence 
of  my  information.  See  this  house  confined  to 
an  ichnography  of  twenty-five  feet  by  forty  pre- 
pared for  a  rout :  the  floor  is  ])ainted  in  graceful 
figures  and  flowers  with  colon  red  chalks  for 
dancing;  girandoles  and  lustres  of  splendid  cut 
glass  with  numerous  wax-candles  lighted  exhibit 
the  lady  in  her  jewels  ready  to  receive  her  guests 
equally  resplendent.  Ay,  but  the  nnmber  — 
what  say  you  to  an  hundred,  tiro  hundred? 
There  is  pleasure,  there  amusement,  and  the 
inexpressible  delight  of  languor,    even  fainting 
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through  exertion,  ,  heat,  and  suffocation !  The 
company  endeavour  to  compress  themselves  for 
obtaining  a  spact  to  dance  in,  and  aftenvards 
they  crowd  to  the  ku pper-lable  sparkUng  with 
pohshed  plate,  and  loaded  with  everj-  deUcaey ; 
there  the  umitsemciils  of  Tantalus  are  renewed. 
Can  we  wonder  tfiat  Aurora  often  lights  our 
fashionables  home,  when  we  reflect  on  these  fas- 
cinating inducements  to  keep  late  hours  ?  But 
those  to  whom  Fortune  has  been  more  propitious, 
in  presenting  them  with  vast  mansions,  have  en- 
tertained as  m.iny  as  eight  hundred  persons 
through  the  night  in  a  far  less  crowded  state. 
Other  amusements  of  the  great  consist  in  riding 
through  Hyde-park  ;  the  Ladies  in  their  coaches, 
and  the  Gentlemen  on  horseback  in  an  adjoining 
road.  He  that  would  judge  of  the  population  of 
London  should  attend  in  the  Park  on  any  Sun- 
day at  three  o'clock,  from  February  till  May: 
he  must  be  astonished  at  the  sight.  The  coaches, 
the  horses,  the  populace  of  every  rank  who  toil 
against  the  bleak  East  winds,  are  wonderfully  nu- 
merous. Nor  should  he  omit  a  visit  to  Ken- 
sington-gardens in  May,  to  view  the  beautiful  pe- 
destrians that  form  our  fashionable  world  ;  or  a 
winter  excursion  to  the  Serpentine-river  and  the 
Canal  in  St.  James's-park,  where  numbers  skait, 
or  attempt  to  skatt. 

It  would  be  useless  to  more  than  mention  the 

additional  pursuits  of   the   Rich,    who  visit  the 
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annual  exhibitions  of  Paintings  and  other  at- 
tractive objects  with  eagerness,  the  Playhouse, 
Vauxhall,  &c.  &c. ;  but,  alas !  London  becomes 
a  mere  blank  after  the  4th  of  June.  Nobody  re- 
mains in  Town;  it  is  too  hot,  too  suffocating! 
Every  body  therefore  retires  to  their  seats,  if 
they  have  them ;  and  the  rest  fly  to  Margate^ 
Ramsgate,  and  Brighton,  those  capacious  re- 
ceptacles. 

Such  are  the  follies  of  many ;  but,  thanks  to 
Heaven !  there  are  numbers  of  our  Nobility  and 
Gentry  who  live  and  act  for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind. — Arid  now. 

Vale,  Londikium! 
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..raid.  CapC  murdH  of  a  watchsua  bjr,  i.  866. 
.  Marriages,  i.  272. 
ts'  feast,  i         . 

.  letter  lo  .^f'l  CIku  oa 

Mr.  Patlersoci's  accu^  ritAUe.  i.  SO. 

Theatrical,  ii.  256. 


ing,  extent  of,  i.  105.  i. 

et,  Mavnr  of,  eli'Ction 
,r-ick.  Mr.  his  dL-pute  wim  uie  j.-       .  ii,  236, 

— retires  from  the  stage,  ii.  Suj. 

Oatlh.  Dr.  extract  from  a  prologue  by  him,  ii.  WS. 
Geor^  I.  honoiirs  paid  him  on  hia  arrival,  i.  243. 

agnatic  excurMon  by,  1.257.  ii.  139. 

— II.  account  of  hi=  riining  at  Guildhall,  i,  283. 

111.  Unevolince  of.   i.  57. 

cil-liniijim  of  liis  ncccssion,  man-iage,  &c.  i.  339. 

.■iitiTi .lined  M  Guildliall,  I  340. 

C.l.i>^t.  Il.c{:\.<:k-hne.  narmliveof,  i,  179. 

Gib-(ni.  iiOiwkir,  tuibidcnti^  of,  ii.  45. 

Gifl'i,  I'V  the  soiicly  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  children  of 


i 
I 


dcK.v" 


i,  'i4. 


iif  the  ii-u^ii>ei  for  the  sons  of,  i,  25. 

ti,  |lriti>!i  ■^.■'M-i-ix  will)  had  t>een  in  slaverj-.  i.  2C,  48. 

Gin.  de.tfiir'iv(.-'>fli:i:i.of,  i.  13^,  1C3,  31C. 

riot-i  iiccasiimtil  liy,   ii,  49. 

ludicrous  ilc-jcriiitiun  of  its  viiiues,  ii.  50. 

Glailiiitoi'?,  fi-male,  notiecsof,  ii.  165, 
Glassos,  inu-sical,  accnunt  of,  ii.  226. 
GoiMlmnn,  a  highwajinan,  escajie  of,  &c.  i.  103. 
GovdiHi,  I^rd  (iforge,  riots  occa.siooed  by,  ii.  102. 
Gouldins,  Mrs.  story  tif  hupernaturj]  acts  in  hcrhouse,  i,  376. 
Green.  J.  house  of,  besieged,  ii.  91. 
Groslev.  M,  i^xtraei  fioni  hi^  tour  to  London,  i.  332. 
Guinea  dropping,  i.  i»). 
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H. 

Hans/ public^  how  used  formerly,  i.  ^30. 

liandel,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  213. 

Harlequinades  introduced,  ii.  158. 

Harley,  Lord  Mayor,  notice  from  respecting  wheat,  ii.  89. 

Harper,  comedian,  hard  case  of,  ii.  ISG. 

Hairis,  Mr.  account  of  his  dispute  with  Mr.  Colman,  ii.  ^7, 

■  Mr.  his  dispute  decided  in  Chancer}',  ii.  257- 
Hartley,  Mr.  death  of,  ii.  54. 

Hawes,  Mr.  meeting-house  of,  stonned,  ii.  29. 
Hell-fire  club,  account  of  the,  i.  264.  2G8. 
Herses,  stormed,  ii.  45. 
Highgate,  cave  at,  suppressed,  i.  100. 
HiU,  Ludgate,  brutal  acts  on,  ii.  55. 
Hoaxing,  specimens  of,  i.  316,  375. 
Hockley-in-the-hole,  account  of,  ii.  109. 
— ^— — — —  presented,  ii.  111. 
Hospitals,  observations  on,  i.  45,  54. 
Foundling,  i.  14. 

■  ■  SmaU-pox,  i.  76. 

at  Hyde-park  comer,  instituted,  i.  44. 

Lying-in,  i.  77. 

Houses,  dreadful  state  of  empty,  i.  58. 
'  disorderly,  suppress^,  i.  147. 

Gaming,  particulars  of,  i.  295. 

Mug,  riots  at,  ii.  26. 

■  necessary  for  man,  ii.  358. 
antient,  in  London,  ii.  366. 

fell  of  old,  ii.  389. 

■     public,  too  numerous,  ii.  412. 
Howard,  John,  Esq.  letters  from,  i.  79. 
Humane  Society,  origin  of,  i.  83*. 
Hyp  Doctor,  extract  from,  ii.  48. 


I. 

Incendiaries,  letters  of,  i.  145.  ii.  195. 
Infent  actors  censured,  ii.  203. 
Infirmary,  established  1719,  i.  25. 
Impostors,  singular,  L  99,  100,  132,  146,  170. 
Insurance  upon  lives,  i.  109. 

-  policies  of,  risked  on  all  subjects,  i.  109. 
■  abuse  of,  i.  111. 

'  of  lottery  tickets,  ii.  9. 

Islington  Spa>  amuaemeats  at,  ii.  106. 

JacoUtci^ 
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Jftcobites,  proceedings  of ,  ii.  25. 
JvwUh  inani:)ge,  splendid  one,  ii.  152. 
Jok^.  pmclica),.  Inslante  of  a,  i.  SI6. 
io.-ics.  footmLtD,  escape  fTOm  justice,  i.  102> 
Juurueymen,  general  manners  of,  U.  400. 
Jostioe,  courts  of,  turbulence  In,  t.  330. 


Keioblc,  Mr.  first  appearance  of,  ii.  304. 
K<->nick,  Dr.  his  school  of  Shak&peare,  ii.  Sdlt. 
Knucking  at  doon  iUuftrated,  i.  %3S. 


I^unbeth  Wells,  ii.  115,  129. 
Laaips.  col'iured,  first  uted,  i.  255. 

globular,  patent  for,  ii.  390. 

'  imrticulflTs  concerning,  ii,  381. 

Law,  the  |irojector,  i.  105. 
'  anealotes  of,  i.  106. 

Lcpiiies,  do,  pantomimic  opera,  ii,  1.11. 
Letter  fiom  A.  K,  &c.  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  i 

— incendiarVi  '»>  JWr.  Fleetwood,  ii.  194. 

ld(]<iors,  spiriliiou^,  com  ictioas  for  selling  of,  ii 
l»ndoii,  city  of,  Liing  in  hospital,  i.  57. 
Ixird  Mxior.  soliciring  charity  in  thu  markets,  i. 
Lotteries',  Irick.s  of  pmprietore  of,  i,  89.  ii.  3. 
State,   ac-toiint  of,  ii.  4. 


of  Dec 
Ludgatt',  ilium 


of  described,  i.  297- 


Macky,  his  sumiiKir}- of  the  customs  of  London,  i  272, 
MacUne,  D()nald,  triul  of,  tor  the  murder  of  W.  Allen,  jun. 

ii.74, 
Mackliii,  account  of  his  conduct  in  his  dispute  with  Reddish, 
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« 

Mad-house8>  private^  abuses  iD^  L  186. 

Magdalen  hospital,  i.  56. 

Managers^  theatrical,  porrimony  of,  iL  156; 

Maimers,  society  for  reformadoQ  of  $  effiscts  of  thdr  labowW 

L  105,  140,  152,  329. 
i '  anecdotes  of,  from  M.Chrosley's  toor,  L382. 

Mapp,  Mrs.  bone-setter,  accoxmt  of,  i.  427* 
Maiy,  Lady,  catastrophe  of,  ii.  122. 
Mary-le-bon  garden,  ii.  19S,  276,  289. 
Masks,  instance  of  their  abuse,  i.  280. 
Masquerade,  room  used  for,  ii  128. 
— — —  given  to  the  King  of  Denmark^  ii  272. 

■  Mrs.  Comely's,  ii.  255. 
Masters  of  defence,  presented,  ii.  112. 
Mead,  Dr.  a  cheat  performed  on,  i.  104. 
Mercers,  folly  of,  i.  1235. 

Milliners,  Men,  supersede  Women,  L  359. 
MOton*s  daughter,  &c.  i.  281. 
Mist,  his  advice  to  the  public,  i.  259. 
Mob,  bnuality  of,  i.  271,  386. 

■  infatuation  of,  i.  315.  ii.  55. 

■  fashionable,  exertions  of,  ii.  24$. 
Mohawks,  account  of  the,  ii.  20. 
Money-lenders,  schemes  of,  exposed,  i.  91. 
Montague,  Duke  of,  and  the  bottle  conjuror,  ii.  20L 
Moorfields,  reson  of  Merry  \ndrews,  ii.  146. 
Mourning,  couit  order  concerning,  ii.  353. 
Mug-houses,  ii.  27. 

Music-room,  Soho,  opened^  ii.  224. 


N. 

Narrative  of  distress  and  death  by  &milie  in  StonecutterV 

street,  i  60. 
NecToniancv,  by  John  Bonnor,  i.  99. 
Nectar  and  Ainbros«ia,  i.  234. 
Nicolini,  the  singer,  gtxKi  fortune  of,  ii.  138. 


O. 

Oades,  dreadful  riot  between  per^ns  of  that  name»  L  100. 
Opera,  tradesmen  of  the,  unpaid,  ii   131 

■  notice  conceminKf  by  Mr  Clayton,  &c.  iL  132. 

■  ■  '  "    houae,  presented  by  a  grand  juiy>  ii.  157.  ^ 
■■                      disputes  at,  ii  170.  *• 

>-  merits  of  the  Italians^  in  the,  iL  173. 

F  F  Ogtg^ 


I 
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Opera,  The  Be^ars,  perfbmied  by  RifimU,  K.  1T9, 

. contlf^mnetl  by  Sir  J.  Fielding,  iL  ^78. 

lliat  of  Attain  ilmcHbed,  K.  4<!0. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  married,  i.  497. 

Onitorios,  Handtl's,  ii  218.  ^m 

Organ,  curious,  ii.  19!).  ^M 

Owl,  singular  u.hibitioD  of  one,  ii.  194.  ^M 


Palmer,  Mr.  comedian,  considered  &  Rogw,  &c.  ii.  S04. 

Fanlheon,  describt^J,  &nd  vpcjicd,  ii.  37ti. 

Parish  poor,  tacts  relative  t  o,  i.  4 — 0. 

Patents,  Iheanical,  particulars'  oT,    ii.   131,  \*^,  lt>9.  ITS* 

187.   IS8,  Sim;.  ^  ^ 

Parlies,  feinily,  customs  of,  t.  394.  ,  ^fl 

Psul'.^,  St,  how  used  former Jr,  ■- ^1.  ^^M 

Paving,  notices  relating  to,  li.  39a.  ^^H 

Peace  pudding,  acoonnt  of  nne,  i.  449. 
Penkethmun,  arcfjunt  of  his  Panlheon,  ii.  1^8. 

Ijoiiih  of,  suppressed,  ii.  148. 

Perfuming-  the  pci--.on,  ilhi,-traleil,  if240. 
Penikc-niaLera,  pttitionof,  ii  3)9. 
Petiiciia  ,  the  liiMiped,  troiiblcaume,  ii.  321. 

-  fair  game  for  wits,  ii.  323. 


Phil 

pi,  Mr.  Invocation  by,  i. 

30. 

Pict 

re.  moving,  e 

\hibiie<l,  i 

12C. 

Pipe 

of  the  new  rU 

er,  tajipea 

i,  39. 

Plate,  stole  at  11  cm 

inalion  .1 1 

tier.   i.  9^. 

Plays  ixTfiinned  at 

,   T.-m,.ie 

ii:  1-13,   187. 

P...i 
Poo 

H-rs,  defciliv 
«retehcdlod^- 

,  i.  4.-.. 
n_-.,.f,   i." 

)n,   i.  1S9. 

:i. 

Pope 

,  burnintrof,  i 

1  efii:.'^-,  l>i 

vciiti-d,  ii.  14. 

burnt  in  efiig- 

,   li   15. 

Po-I 

ure  n)a.-HT,  e\i 

■noriliii:trv. 

ii.  129. 

p,i- 

,  dei;T-.i.:.'d.s(ii 

eof.  i.W, 

Prt-.'-ion,  t:.  killed  bv  a  bcai-,  i 

Pioc 

iination  fur  suppri'a^ing 

\ici.',  .-rt-conded 

by 

the 

public. 

•f— '"■•  •••"-'  "  "(■ 

H„",iin5t  impniprielie:.  on  the  s^tage,   ii.  130. 

by  the  Lord  MnM>r.  ii.  8?, 

Piologup,  spoken  at  Dniiy-lane Theatre,  i.  53. 
Promenade,  Sunday,  in  Hyde-paik,  i.  239. 
Prastitufcs,  wiiip|>cil,  i.  SaO. 
Punch,  liquid,  epitaph  on,  ii.  50. 
■■  opera,  by  Powell,  ii.  127. 


^ 
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Q 

Quacks,  specimens  of  their  advertisements^  i.  218,  2^8. 

jjuakers,  perverseness  of,  i.  318. 

■  grand  wedding  of  one,  i.  255. 

— — «--  instance  of  hmnility  in  one,  i.  254. 

Queen  Charlotte,  splendid  surprize  of  his  Msyesty,  ii.  244. 

Queensberry>  Duchess  of,  epigram  on,  ii.  173. 


R. 


xRanelagh,  fight  of  peace  ofRcers  at,  ii.  69. 
— — — •  house  sold,  ii.  188. 
— —  benefit  given  by  proprietors  of,  ii.  233. 

*  defects  in  the  rotunda  at,  ii.  245. 

B^;atta,  on  the  Thames,  described,  ii.  293. 
Register  offices^  tricks  at,  i.  171. 
Review  of  various  charities,  i.  85. 
Rice,  David,  strange  notice  by,  i.  338. 
Rich,  C.  Esq.  death  of,  U.  137. 
Riots,  public,  i.  266.  ii.  24,  46,  54. 

dreadful,  in  the  Ha^market,  i.  265. 

— —  amongst  footmen,  ii.  22. 

—  in  Craven-street,  ii.  53. 

— -  at  an  undertaker's  funeral,  ii.  55. 


-  concerning  Wilkes  and  liberty,  ii.  74. 
..of  1780,  ii.  102. 


Robberies,  letter  from  Lord  Townshend  concerning,  i.  142. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  cheated  by  a  pretended  quack,  i.  102. 
Roebuck  Tavern,  proceedings  at,  ii.  23,  28. 
Rogues  and  vagabonds,  theatrically  defined,  ii.  183. 
Royal  aquatic  excursion,  i.  267- 
Ruptured  poor,  hospital  for,  i.  49. 


S. 

Sabbath,  breach  of,  condemned,  i.  353. 
Sachevercll,  Dr.  riots  during  his  trial,  ii.  11. 
Sailot^,  battle  of,  with  Irish  chairmen,  ii.  56. 

■  '  furtlier  violence  of,  ii.  70. 
Schools,  charity,  particulars  of,  i.  16,  19,  29. 

■  boarding,  pernicious,  i.  328. 
Sermon  Taster?,  i.  235. 

Sheppard>  the  robber,  aaccdotes  of,  iL  31, 32. 

p  F  2  Shopmen 


Smock  1KB.  a.  194,  US. 

Sackiy  fiur  Rficf  crfMMn.  a%iB  oC  i-TT- 

1x7^,  ptoneADaof,  fi.  9*. 

Benefit,  nripa  t£,  H  h. 

skeick^  afitiK  fnm-tit  ttme  of,  a^SOB. 

Svaie,  b<r  R.  hb  palrnt  imadnt,  u.  151. 

Slq«e7  tam.  xeoant  cf .  1  4S 

^oci>.  SotiUtSeaidbtRWoenaiuonlt^tlKUIof.  x.  118.  laL 

Sfom,  «u^iwrd*ow4firpidKM.  IL  3C1. 

Stnet*,  *viaai  uMiuUmm  in,  ooticed.  a.  395. 

^ UDpffQwvd,  u,  3^4-  ^H 

dnnlima  of.  ii-  4(jO.  ^M 

S(.  JstMs'k,  bmaorou*  deaeripliaa  id,  a.  3M.         .^^| 

Sabs>)|«inn  far  rlm)ilfig  mUkn,  i.  52.  ^^| 

5iui<idr.  hcirrid  nuntne  of.  L  lia 
'  button,  pudksldnrviptkaiurhkfaattk  vilk&uiko.n.  ICS. 
^•^trini;,  xittxnpi  (o$ap|im»,  i.  S.'jS. 
SwimUcT^,  «MjrK«Hor  T«m  and  Sir  JaJbi.  i.  164. 
Swunl',  fixiliucn  Trirbid  lo  wear  ihun,  ii.  3li. 


T^iilori,  jimrneiinen,  turbulent-e  of,  ii.  90. 

Ttrm-timi;  liestribed  in  lerse,  i.  3^1. 

Tluimcs,  tliveri-ions  onthe  iceof  llie,   ii.  140. 

Thtiiliis,  |iarti(ii]ftr?  relating  to  the,  i.  274.  ii,  HO,  l&flt  ^i4. 

prcsciittd,  ii.  110. 

inijiieiy  or,  siijtpressed,  ii,  llti. 

r.\fn^-A  rtifinii-nt!  of,  ii.  15". 

Liiitoln  s-inii  upened,  ii,  13&, 

Hauuarket  o|)cnetl,  ii.  125. 

r<-cretted,  ii.  153. 

opcnc-ii.  ii   1C2,   172. 

-  (;i)0(liiians-fitM-,  ii.  124,  177,  179. 


■pinien  built, 

(Ice-orations  of,  ii.  I79. 

lines  to  the  proprietors  of,  ii,  I80. 

riots  a(,  ii.  196,  202,  243,  2S3. 

ditpute  concerning,  ii.  25?. 

■ improved,  ii.  30*. 

-Dnir)-lane  impi^ved,  ii.  235,  292. 

alarm  of  Sre  at,  ii.  171, 

^Amiwirm  taised,  ii  235.  306, 
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Theati^,  Drury-Ume  rebuilt,  ii.  305. 
»  I       ■     ■      .   described,  ii.  309. 


-  diflsertation  on  the,  ii.  S47. 


Theatrical  trial,  iL  186. 
■  consequences,  ii.  189. 

Tottenham-court-road,  interlude  there,  ii.  179. 
Tradesmen,  fencied  improvements  of,  i.  356. 

-  manner  of  living  in  1700,  i.  530.  ii.  418, 
Trumpet,  the  uac  of,  licensed,  ii.  109. 
Trunk-maker,  account  of  the,  ii.  130. 
Twelfth-day,  how  celebrated,  i.  292. 


V. 


Vacation,  the  Lawyers,  described  in  versie,  i.  321, 
Vales,  custom  of  giving,  opposed,  i.  334. 
Vauxhall,  first  notice  of,  iL  178. 
■  statement  of  the  proprictore,  ii.  191. 

■  proposal  of  the  pi*oprietors,  ii.  198. 

■  improper  conduct  at,  ii.  213,  246. 
Vice,  Society  for  suppression  of,  i.  93,  214. 

Vigo,  trick  relating  to  the  treasui-e  taken  there,  i.  99. 
Vintners,  hardships  of,  i.  161. 


W. 

Wachsel,  Mr.  letters  of,  relating  to  German  emigrants,  i.  6.% 
Wager,  pedestrian,  i.235,  287.  ii.  133. 
Wales,  Prince  of,  mairiagc  described,  i.  303. 

,  —  attempt  to  assassinate,  ii.  144. 

■    Frederick,  Prince  of,  acorjioral,  ii.  178. 
Walpole,  Sir  R.  beats  a  comedian,  ii.  180. 
Watchmen.     See  Beadle. 

Watermen,  Milgar  jests  and  abuse  by,  i.  158,  258,  384. 
Water  Theatre    ii.  127. 

Weavers,  Spitalfields,  violence  of,  U.  30,  51,  59,  69,  101. 
Welsh  charity  school,  i.  15. 
Wells,  of  the  Bear-garden,  epitaph  on,  ii.  154. 
— —  New  Tunbridge,  ii.  181. 
^         Sadler's,  ii.  150. 

■ dreadful  accident  at,  ii.  2*27. 

Welton,  Dr.  his  religious  a^senihly  dis[)crsed,  ii.  29. 

West,  Matthew,  first  who  di\  ided  lottery  tickets,  ii.  3. 

Whale,  skeleton  of  one  exhibited,  ii.  117. 

Wife,  advertising  for,  i.  239. 

Vfigs,  strange  method  of  stealing  them,  i.  104. 

high  price  fmd  importance  of,  ii«  313, 315>  318. 

Wild, 
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WQd,  JonaUmn,  account  of  his  villaniu. 


ki.72. 
Williains,  Renivick,  the  Monttn,  i.  in. 
Wool-combers,  pro«s&ion  of,  i.  968. 
Work-houie,  London,  stalement  coDccnung,  i  25. 
-  Quaker,  an  example  for  others,  i,  286. 

Wren,  Sir  C.  author  of  the  present  style  of  building,  li.  365. 


Youth,  manner  of  educating,  '. 


Zeal,  religious^  imtaoceeof,  iu403,  4S3. 
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INDEX  OF  NAMES, 


A. 

ABEL,  ii.  123. 
Abington^  ii.  254. 
Aekman^  ii.  238. 
Addison,  i.  243. 
Albemai'le,  i.  310. 
Aldrich.  i.  183. 
Alegil,  i.  99. 
AUen,  ii.  74,  S'Z. 
Amiconi,  ii.  179. 
Anderson,  ii.  3f>4. 
Armstrong,  i.  75. 
Ame,  ii.  199. 
Attilia,  u.  1G9. 
Aumont,  i.  19. 
Alls  tin,  i.  404. 


B. 

Bancroft,  i.  47. 
Barclay,  i.  34 1 . 
Barker,  ii.  170. 
Barnes,  ii.  122. 
Barry,  ii.  202. 
Bartlett,  i.  221. 
Bartoldi,  ii.  173. 
Beard,  ii.  238. 
Becher,  i.  283. 
Beckford,  i.  186.  iL  91. 
Bedford,  i.  28,  44. 
Belpine,  i.  328. 
Bennett,  ii.  175. 


Bcrnachi,  ii.  173. 
Botterton,  ii.  247. 
Bonnor,  i.  99. 
Bononcini,  ii.  1G9. 
Bononi,  ii.  222. 
Booth,  ii.  151,  163. 
Bowler,  ii.  109. 
Bray,  i.  234. 
Brittain,  i.  408. 
Buck.  ii.  134. 
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